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Good morning and thank you for the opportunity to testify.  My name is Rick Sauer, and I’m the 

Executive Director of the Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporations 

(PACDC).  PACDC represents 115 organizations, including 50 CDCs, which work to advance equitable 

development, revitalize Philadelphia’s neighborhoods and improve quality of life for residents. 

 

PACDC supports the goal of Resolution No. 160902, because we believe bringing together private 

sector entities such as financial institutions, foundations, anchor institutions and citywide non-profit 

organizations in partnership with the public sector can lead to a more coordinated strategy and 

leverage additional resources in support of community reinvestment that will improve 

neighborhoods and expand economic opportunities for our residents. 

 

As we seek to address key challenges facing the city, there is a need to be able to identify and scale 

up successful innovative models from Philadelphia and other cities.  Philadelphia has an abundance 

of non-profit and for-profit organizations that bring a wealth of knowledge and experience on this 

front.  And creation of a Commission of practitioners and experts will ensure ongoing, consistent 

input on the development and implementation of a community reinvestment strategy for 

Philadelphia, and could help facilitate the leveraging of additional private sector resources to 

support these efforts. 

 

While I am not sure we need to amend the City Charter to achieve this goal, regardless of how such 

an entity is formed, there needs to be a clear commitment on behalf of the Kenney Administration 

to work with City Council and the private sector, including non-profits, to convene such an entity 

and empower it to achieve its mission. 
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It will be important to ensure there is adequate financial and staff support for the Community 

Reinvestment Commission, similar to the need for support for the Housing Advisory Board that was 

authorized in 2015 in conjunction with the creation of the City’s new Department of Planning and 

Development.  While the missions of these two entities are related, their focus and proposed make 

up are different.  The 12 member Housing Advisory Board is charged with improving coordination 

across city housing agencies and development of a long-term strategic housing plan for the city, 

while the 21 member Community Reinvestment Commission is charged with bringing together 

private, public and philanthropic entities to collaborate and leverage their resources for the public 

good around a broad range of community reinvestment issues. 

 

We support the important roles these two entities can play in strengthening Philadelphia’s 

neighborhoods and improving the quality of life for our residents, and we encourage the Kenney 

Administration to work with City Council and outside stakeholders to make them a reality. 

 


