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Good morning Chairman Domb and Vice Chair Blackwell, and thank you for the opportunity to 

testify on Res. 170027.  My name is Beth McConnell, and I’m the Policy Director at the 

Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporations (PACDC).   

 

I wanted to put the testimony we heard this morning in the context of Philadelphia’s growing 

affordable housing crisis, and implore City Council and the Kenney Administration to make 

affordable homes a much bigger priority by, at minimum, doubling dedicated revenue to the 

Philadelphia Housing Trust Fund.   

 

Philadelphia’s high poverty rate and low wages, combined with rising home prices and rents, is 

contributing to a growing affordable housing crisis.  More than 70,000 extremely low-income 

Philadelphians pay an unsustainably high amount of their monthly incomes on rent, making it 

impossible for them to build any savings to deal with emergencies.  Philadelphia also lost more 

than 23,000 units of low-cost rental units between 2000 – 2014 due to rising rents on market 

rate units, and expiring subsidies on affordable units.  We’re projected to lose thousands more 

subsidized units in the next five years.  More than 100,000 Philadelphians are looking for help 

with affordable housing, but are on waiting lists, told that waiting lists are closed because they’re 

too big, or are turned away.    

 

As you’ve heard from other witnesses this morning, Philadelphia is not investing adequately in 

homelessness prevention programs, and unfortunately, the same is true for a range of programs 

and services needed to provide low-income Philadelphians with affordable, safe, and stable 

homes.  There is also great uncertainty in the future of federal funds for these programs, as 

you’re aware.     
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All Philadelphians, including those with low-incomes, should benefit from the building boom and 

strengthening housing market.  That’s why Council and the Administration should enact policies 

to capture a greater portion of revenue from property sales or construction to, at minimum, 

double dedicated revenue to the Housing Trust Fund (HTF) to $25 million per year or more.  

This would give city agencies like DHCD and OHS a greater pool of flexible funds that can be 

used to fund homeless prevention programs like those we heard of today, preserve more 

existing affordable homes, and produce more new low cost units.  

 

PACDC and others have already offered Council and the Administration several ideas for how 

to can capture more revenue for the HTF, and we’re actively developing a few new ideas that 

we will share with you in the coming weeks.    

 

At a time when Philadelphia had a record number of home sales exceeding $1 million, and 

when we make national headlines for our rising rents and building boom, not investing 

significantly more in housing security for low-income Philadelphians is a policy of 

inequality.  We urge Council and the Kenney Administration to work together this budget cycle 

to step up investments in affordable homes and homelessness prevention, and create a more 

equitable Philadelphia.    

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.   
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