
Dr. Alan Zundel for Oregon Secretary of State 2016

Statement:

Over the last several decades voter frustration with the limited choices and stalemated politics 

of an entrenched two-party system has been escalating. The system has manifestly failed to 

adequately address the crises of environmental catastrophe, declining economic opportunity, 

and the skewing of politics and policy towards corporate and financial interests.

Voter dissatisfaction is especially prominent this year, with outsider candidates turning the 

Democrat and Republican Presidential races upside down. We need a fairer electoral system, 

one open to new voices and new ideas but less susceptible to candidates who can “game” the 

system by winning races even though opposed by a majority of voters. 

As chief elections officer, the Oregon Secretary of State can promote needed changes to our 

electoral process to create more fair, open, and responsive elections. I bring a background as a 

professor of political science and several years of working for electoral reform to my candidacy 

for this office.

I am currently semi-retired, working part-time as a mental health counselor, doing independent 

writing and research, and serving in the Pacific Green Party of Oregon as Secretary and a 

member of the State Coordinating Committee. I am also very active in the initiative campaign to

bring ranked choice voting to Benton County elections.

Campaign Platform:

The Oregon Secretary of State has multiple roles to fulfill.

As chief elections officer I propose to:

• promote fairness in electoral laws and regulations for all parties and candidates,

• work for electoral reforms, including ranked choice voting and campaign finance reform, 

and

• assess vote scanning and tabulation equipment for reliability, security, flexibility and 

economy.

As auditor of public accounts I would utilize my background in policy analysis to supervise the 

auditing of government programs.

As administrator of public records I would emphasize the public’s right to access government 

information.

As a member of the Oregon State Land Board and the Oregon Sustainability Commission I would

give voice to public concern over climate change and protecting natural resources for future 

generations.



Work Background:

• Licensed Professional Counselor in the state of Oregon

• Independent writer and researcher

• Former Associate Professor with tenure in the Department of Political Science and the 

Graduate Program in Ethics and Policy Studies at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas

• A variety of work experience when I was younger, for example: factories, machine shops,

restaurants, day care, and an emergency assistance program at an inner city church in 

Detroit, Michigan

Education:

• M.A. in Professional Counseling from Northwest Christian University, 2009

• PhD in Political Science (Public Policy) from the University of Michigan, 1994

• M.A. in Political Science (Political Philosophy) from Wayne State University, 1987

• B.A., summa cum laude, University of Detroit, 1985


