
Prepared by Painter Minnesota  August 2018 | Page 1 of 4 

PainterMinnesota.com   

TALKING POINTS JOB AIDE 

“Elections are about citizens, not CEOs.” – Richard Painter 

Instructions 

Use these talking points (listed in alphabetical order) 

when canvassing, phone-banking or responding on 

social media. Personalize each phrase to suit your style 

and passion so that you come across as authentic. 

Tip: Say “Richard Painter” as much as possible and 

natural so that the name sticks. You will encounter 

people who have never heard of him, and it is 

important that they remember his name on August 

14th. 

Talking Points 

Citizens United. Richard Painter wants to hold 

politicians accountable and make them responsive to 

“We the people” — that would be, real people! The 

only way this can happen is if we stop talking about 

ending Citizens United and do it! This is why Richard 

Painter doesn’t take PAC money. He’s not opposed to 

wealthy people and businesses, he just believes 

politicians shouldn’t be bought and sold to the highest 

bidder. That’s not how a democracy works. 

Climate change. Richard Painter is a lifelong defender 

of the environment and an advocate for taking serious 

measures to address climate change. Richard Painter 

believes the United States should be a leader in the 

global fight against climate change and rejoin the 

community of nations in the Paris Climate Accord. 

There is a cozy relationship between polluters and EPA 

regulators. Today, the fox is guarding the henhouse, 

and that needs to stop! 

Drug prices. Richard Painter wants to use the buying 

power of the government to drive down drug prices and 

go after CEOs who gouge vulnerable consumers. There 

is only one reason we pay more than any other country 

for prescription drugs: money in politics. It is a bad 

deal for Americans, and Congress’ hands off approach 

toward the pharmaceutical companies must end. 

Education. Richard Painter strongly believes in our 

public education system, and that it must remain free 

and funded by “We the people.” Richard Painter 

supports private education if it remains just that: 

private. No money should be taken from our already 

underfunded public schools and given to private 

schools. Also, this means he does not buy into Betsy 

DeVos’ scheme to betray public education through the 

use of private school vouchers. 

Equal pay. Richard Painter supports equal pay for 

equal work. Period! People must be treated the same 

regardless of race, sex, gender identity or sexual 

orientation. We are a nation of laws, and it is high time 

the Constitution and anti-discrimination laws were 

enforced. 

Ethics. Richard Painter will bring the strongest ethics 

package to Washington, DC that our country has ever 

seen. Just one example: He wants a lifetime ban on 

lobbying by former politicians and other public 

servants. Public service is about working for the 
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people. It’s not a career step to end up working for 

special interests. 

Farmers & Tariffs. American farmers feed the world; 

in fact, farmers export more goods than any other 

industry in the United States. Richard Painter predicts 

that farmers will be hit hardest hit by the tariffs 

imposed by the current administration. Richard Painter 

supports a responsible farm bill with no surprises. Also, 

he intends to go after regulations that are unduly 

burdensome to all business people, including farmers. 

Time is of the essence, as we don't have a lot of time 

to act before the commodities markets tank and we 

start seeing the same level of farm foreclosures we saw 

in the 1980s. 

Fiscal Responsibility. Richard Painter believes that we 

as a country must stop running large budget deficits 

and leaving it to future generations to resolve. He sees 

the way to getting there by ending expensive handouts 

to large corporations and by asking those who can 

easily afford it to chip in a little more. 

Gun Safety. Richard Painter supports what the vast 

majority of citizens support: common sense gun laws 

including universal background checks and registration 

of firearms. He doesn’t want to take away guns from 

responsible gun owners. The time for talk is over. NRA 

money is the only reason we don’t have common sense 

gun laws. Richard Painter will not be bought by the 

NRA, which represents gun manufacturers, not 

responsible gun owners. 

Immigration. Richard Painter believes current 

immigration policy and practice is unconstitutional and 

immoral. It’s time for Congress to stop kowtowing to 

talk radio and special interests. The inhumane raids 

and family separations must stop now! Once that 

happens, we get to work creating a humane and 

realistic path to citizenship for undocumented 

immigrants. 

Impeachment. Richard Painter thinks Donald Trump is 

a threat to the rule of law and the US Constitution. 

Congress must hold Trump and Pence accountable. 

Richard Painter is not listening to election consultants 

who are already telling him, “Don’t talk about 

impeachment or you’ll lose votes!” Richard Painter will 

put country ahead of party every single time, every 

single issue. 

Income inequality. Richard Painter opposed the GOP 

tax bill that was passed in December, 2017. He also 

opposed the Reagan and Bush tax cuts, because it has 

been proven that trickledown economics does not 

work! For one thing, by the time those few dollars 

trickle down, 

they’ve decreased in value. Richard Painter believes 

economic inequality threatens families and our 

democracy. Richard Painter isn’t opposed to wealthy 

people, but he is opposed to those not paying their 

fair share. 

LBGTQ rights. The LBGTQ community needs and 

deserves protection from discrimination. Using religion 

to justify discrimination is more than wrong, it is 

offensive. Richard Painter supports gay marriage. Also, 

Richard Painter doesn’t want the government in our 

restrooms. That means equal access to people of all 

identities and preferences. It all boils down to every 

American having the same rights. 

Muslim ban. Richard Painter believes the Muslim ban is 

unconstitutional and un-American. The Muslim ban 

actually puts us at a greater risk for another terrorist 

attack, especially those serving overseas in our military 

and embassies. 
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Police shootings. Richard Painter believes there are 

serious problems with policing in this country. He 

expects everyone to obey the law, including law 

enforcement. Richard Painter believes the laws must 

be enforced equally and the police must be held 

accountable. There is something wrong in our country 

when so many unarmed people of color are gunned 

down, brutalized or harassed. 

Rural Broadband. Whether it’s getting an education or 

running a business, the internet is essential to 

achieving success. Over a quarter of rural households in 

Minnesota lack real access to broadband, compared to 

only less than two percent in the Twin Cities. Richard 

Painter believes we must make solid strides to improve 

rural broadband. He will not leave millions behind, just 

because they can’t get on the internet. 

Single-payer. Richard Painter supports a single-payer 

system based on Medicare for All. Single-payer is the 

most efficient of the alternatives and it will actually 

drive down healthcare costs. Richard Painter doesn’t 

take PAC money or raise funds from insurers, so he’s  

not afraid to do the right thing on healthcare. 

Social Security. Richard Painter believes a strong social 

safety net is a necessity in a country as rich as ours. A 

commitment was made long ago by our government to 

hold the money in a trust for those when they grew 

old, and the government violated that promise by 

raiding that trust! The government must start to repay 

what it took from the Social Security Fund in the past 

and never again use it for purposes it wasn't designed! 

Whether it’s climate change or Social Security, Richard 

Painter will not short-change future generations. 

Social Security. Richard Painter believes a strong social 

safety net is a necessity in a country as rich as ours. A 

commitment was made long ago by our government to 

hold the money in a trust for those when they grew 

old, and the government violated that promise by 

raiding that trust! The government must start to repay 

what it took from the Social Security Fund in the past 

and never touch it! Whether it’s climate change or 

Social Security, Richard Painter will not short-change 

future generations! 

Sulfide mining. Richard Painter opposes toxic mining 

practices near the BWCA and in the Lake Superior 

watershed. Sulfide mining is only good for the foreign 

companies behind them, because they don’t have to 

live with the disastrous results for decades, 

Minnesotans do! Politicians support these foreign 

companies because of special interest money. Richard 

Painter opposes them because they are bad for the 

environment, bad tourism and bad for Minnesotans. 

Trade. Richard Painter supports trade policies that are 

not detrimental to the environment and labor. Richard 

Painter also believes in protecting American industry 

from illegal dumping and theft by less honest nations. 

Tribal rights. Richard Painter believes the United 

States must continue to respect tribal rights and honor 

every treaty. That critically includes the ability for 

tribes to control the environmental protection of their 

own land. 

Unions. Richard Painter believes in the right to 

unionize and the benefit that comes from collective 

bargaining. He opposes Right to Work, and recent 

Supreme Court decisions weakening unions. 

Wall Street. The Trump administration is engaged in an 

all-out war on the safeguards put in place after the 

2008 Financial Collapse. At the very least, Richard 

Painter believes we must fully reinstate Dodd-Frank 

and protect consumers once again from being exploited 

by the banks. We should never again allow a taxpayer 



Prepared by Painter Minnesota  August 2018 | Page 4 of 4 

PainterMinnesota.com   

funded bailout to save reckless banks — especially after 

learning the lessons of 2008. 

Woman's Reproductive Rights. The government must 

keep its nose out of decisions that are between a 

woman and her doctor or a woman and her minister. 

Richard Painter has always been solidly pro-choice and 

will always be pro-choice! 

Learn More 

 painterminnesota.com/volunteerresources 

 painterminnesota.com/about 

 painterminnesota.com/issues 

 wikipedia.com     Richard Painter 

 youtube.com    Painter Minnesota 

 facebook.com    Richard Painter 

 twitter.com    Richard W. Painter 

Contact 

 General inquiries 

admin@painterminnesota.com 

 Volunteer inquiries 

volunteer@painterminnesota.com 

 Media inquiries 

communications@painterminnesota.com 

 Painter Minnesota 

PO Box 6780 

Minneapolis MN 55406-0780 


