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Palisades Charter High School’s Gilbert Hall was bustling on June 15th for the PPDC screening of Newtown, the Peabody Awardwinning documentary about the Newtown community after the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. An inspiring discussion panel followed the film.
The panel included Everytown for Gun Safety activist Richard Martinez. whose son, Christopher, was murdered in the Isla Vista
mass shooting in 2014; Marco Vargas, a 2018 graduate of South Central High School and teen organizer with Students Demand
Action; Antonella Borjas, the sole organizer of the Santa Monica March for Our Lives rally on March 17 (over 1,000 members of
her community joined her that day); and Aurelia Friedman, PPDC Recording Secretary and staff member to Rep. Ted Lieu.
The youngest member of the panel, 14-year-old Antonella Borjas, said she organizes for gun control because she knows that no
one is safe. “We can’t shield anybody anymore because it [gun violence] is all over.” Borjas hopes to end students’ fears of going to school. “School is supposed to be fun and you are happy,” she said.

Dartmouth-bound activist Marco Vargas urged students to join Students Demand Action and speak out. “It’s about empowering students, parents, and community to push for safety in every single community,” he said, “I strongly recommend to every
single student to not be afraid to say what they want to say and that’s what the cause is really about.”
Ted Lieu rep Aurelia Friedman pointed to an advancement of the issue in the form of an omnibus bill passed by Congress in
March allowing the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to research gun violence after a 22-year period of censorship. This is big
news, considering the GOP and the NRA gutted gun violence research funding through the Dickey Amendment of 1996, after a
1993 study by the CDC’s Dr. Mark Rosenberg showed that bringing a gun into the home puts everyone at much greater risk.
Richard Martinez reminded the audience that opponents of gun control measures are a minority in this country, but they are
exceptionally committed to their cause. “We are trying to go toe-to-toe with these guys and we have to match the level of action and commitment,” said Martinez, “We need you to volunteer, contribute, and get involved.”

Pacific Palisades Democratic Club
End Gun Violence Action Sheet
1.

Call CA Congressman Ted Lieu at 202-225-3976 to voice your support for House Resolution 4240, the Public Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection Act. Lieu is a co-sponsor of HR 4240, which expands background checks to all commercial
firearm sales including at gun shows, online, and in classified ads. See the legislation overview at Congress.gov.

2.

Call your CA State Senator (findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov) to support YES on Assembly Bill 2103, Firearms: license to carry
concealed. This legislation will require live fire training for all concealed permit holders. Legislation overview here.

3.

Students may join Students Demand Action by texting STUDENTS to 644-33.

More Actions
Join Everytown for Gun Safety. Everytown is a
movement of Americans working together to
end gun violence and build safer communities.
More than four million mayors, moms, cops,
teachers, survivors, gun owners, and everyday
Americans have come together to make their
own communities safer.

Everytown has seven actions you can take right
now to prevent gun violence. Just click here.

The Violence Policy Center at www.vpc.org conducts research, investigation, analysis, and advocacy for a safer America. Please
join them online, review the many studies they have conducted, and consider making a donation.
Newtown director Kim A. Snyder says she made the film about the community traumatized after the mass shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary School with the hope that people will experience empathy. “We want people to move out of a place of denial because
we can no longer afford to forget or become inured to over 30,000 gun deaths a year,” she said. “We want people to have open
and difficult conversations with those they think they might not be able to about this issue.”
Newtown film participant David Wheeler, father of murdered Sandy Hook 1st grader Ben Wheeler,
believes it is an important story to tell. “It is transforming in ways you can never anticipate, and
there is an immediate human desire to protect the rest of the world from having to go through this.”
Please connect with Newtonfilm here. The film is available on iTunes, Amazon Video, Google Play
and Vudu.
If you are inspired to support Snyder’s upcoming film about the Parkland students, please make a
check out to “IDA” with “Untitled Parkland Project” in the memo line. Checks can be mailed to: International Documentary Association, 3470 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 980, Los Angeles, CA 90010. Attention:
Toni Bell.

Pacific Palisades Democratic Club Action
Supporting Immigrant Families
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) Suggests:
Advocate with your elected officials:
https://www.aclu.org/issues/call-senators-stop-dhs-separating-children
Support and volunteer:
The ACLU is raising money to help defend asylum-seeking parents forcibly separated from their children. Donate here:
www.aclusocal.org/donate
Sign the ACLU’s petition: https://action.aclu.org/petition/separating-families

Support organizations providing direct services:
The Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services (RAICES). RAICES is a Texas-based nonprofit raising money
to pay the bond, which can be between $1,500 and $10,000, for parents currently being held in detention, and to pay for legal
services for immigrant children in Texas’s court system. Donate here: https://www.raicestexas.org/
The Florence Project and Refugee Rights Project provides free social and legal services to immigrants who are detained in Arizona
and is currently looking for lawyers to take cases on pro bono. Donate here: https://firrp.org/

Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants: www.icdichicago.org
Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center: www.las-americas.org

Support bond funds for detained adults, enabling families to be reunited much quicker:
https://www.bayareaimmigrationbondfund.org/
https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/bondfund?source=direct_link&

Freedom for Immigrants is another group to consider when allocating donations. The organization was founded with the goal of
exposing and abolishing U.S. immigration detention. The founders created the first detention visitation program in CA in 2010. In
2012, they formed a national visitation network into a non-partisan, nonprofit organization called Community Initiatives for Visiting Immigrants in Confinement (CIVIC). By 2017, the group had grown the network to 43 immigrant prisons and jails, and
launched the largest national toll-free hotline for people in immigration detention. In 2018, CIVIC changed its name to Freedom
for Immigrants. Please visit their site here: FreedomforImmigrants.org

The PPDC keeps you up to date on the latest
protests, rallies, and political actions in the
L.A. area on our Facebook page.
Click to join us!
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Democratic Party Voices from the Past
Republican President Herbert Hoover’s administration concluded twelve years of Republican rule over the country. Three GOP
presidents shared one Secretary of the Treasury, Andrew Mellon, appointed by President Warren G. Harding in 1921. Mellon’s
tax program directly benefited the rich: estate taxes, taxes on capital gains, and the maximum rate on personal income were lowered significantly. He assumed the wealthy would stimulate the economy with their economic gains.
By the time Hoover took office in 1929, one percent of Americans had accumulated over a third of the country’s wealth. Wages
had not increased along with the record profits of corporations. Workers could no longer afford to fuel growth with their stagnant
paychecks, so they bought cars and all those awesome newfangled appliances of the 20s on credit. Add the booming stock market
fueling speculations with risky bank loans and all was aligned for a crash. The 1929 stock market crash occurred seven months
into Hoover’s presidency. Throughout it all, he relied on his beliefs that loaning money to local governments and businesses
would boost the economy, and extending a government “dole” to the multitudes in need would create a lazy populace.
The Republican Congress pushed Hoover to sign the Tariff Act of 1930, or the Hawley-Smoot Tariff, insisting the entry tariffs raised
on over 20,000 imported goods would help protect American businesses. Despite a petition from 1,028 economists and the personal pleadings of automobile executive Henry Ford and J.P. Morgan chief Thomas W. Lamont, Hoover caved to industrialists and
the GOP and signed a piece of legislation he personally opposed and described as “vicious, extortionate, and obnoxious.” Canada
retaliated against the tariffs in May 1930, imposing new tariffs on 16 products. Other U.S. trading partners formed stronger alliances amongst themselves.
On July 2, 1932, at the Democratic Party’s national convention in Chicago, Franklin Delano Roosevelt addressed the dire situation
of the country after a long Republican rule when he accepted the
party’s nomination for president. Here are excerpts from his
speech.
As we enter this new battle, let us keep always present with us
some of the ideals of the Party: The fact that the Democratic Party
by tradition and by the continuing logic of history, past and present,
is the bearer of liberalism and of progress and at the same time of
safety to our institutions.
There are two ways of viewing the Government’s duty in matters
affecting economic and social life. The first sees to it that a favored
few are helped and hopes that some of their prosperity will leak
through, sift through, to labor, to the farmer, to the small business
man.
But it is not and never will be the theory of the Democratic Party.
This is no time for fear, for reaction or for timidity. Here and now I
invite those nominal Republicans who find that their conscience
cannot be squared with the groping and the failure of their party
leaders to join hands with us; here and now, in equal measure, I
warn those nominal Democrats who squint at the future with their
faces turned toward the past and who feel no responsibility to the
demands of the new time, that they are out of step with their party.
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