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Pacific Palisades Democratic Club News 

Who’s Flipping Who? 

Harley Rouda is running to unseat Republican Dana Rohrbacher in California’s 48th District. Rouda, a businessman and attorney 

hailing from Ohio, now lives in Laguna Beach.  

Rouda specialized in capital formation, securities work, and intellectual property while with the national law firm of Porter, 

Wright, Morris and Arthur. Later, Rouda joined HER Realtors, a company founded by his father, Harley E. Rouda, Sr. In 2002, Rou-

da, Jr. spearheaded the consolidation of HER Realtors of Greater Columbus, Huff Realty of Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky, 

and Realty One of Northern Ohio in to Real Living, Inc., the largest residential real estate firm in the Midwest.  

Currently, Rouda serves as the CEO and managing partner of  Real Living, Inc. He is also CEO of Trident Holdings, Inc. That compa-

ny, based in Miami, Florida, handles business continuity for owners seeking to leave their companies. Additionally, he serves as a 

Director of Rocky Brands, Inc., a company that creates and markets outdoor, work, Western, and military footwear.  

This is Harley Rouda’s first foray in to electoral politics, although his father, an active president emeritus of the National Associa-

tion of Realtors (NAR) during his lifetime, coined the phrase, “If real estate is your career, then politics is your business.”  

Rouda, Jr. has had to deal with scrutiny of his support of the Republican Party, having given $9,200 to Republican candidates be-

tween 1993 and 2007. Rouda explained on Facebook that he was once a Republican, but has voted for the Democratic Presiden-

tial nominee since 2004. “I am 100% Democratic and strongly for Democratic values,” he said.  

The New Democrat Coalition put their money on Harley Rouda in September 2017 with a $1,000 campaign donation from 

NewDemPAC and ongoing guidance with messaging and strategy in coordination with the Democratic Congressional Campaign 

Committee (DCCC).   

Please visit : HarleyforCongress.com for Rouda’s platform and visit the Westside Dem HQ to volunteer for Rouda from L.A.  

Harley Rouda  

Dana Rohrbacher 

https://harleyforcongress.com/
https://westsidedemhq.org/events/


Pacific Palisades Democratic Club News 

Over 100 years ago, Josh Harder’s great-great grandfather joined a wagon train for Manteca, California, where he started a farm. 

Now Harder is running for the California 10th District Congressional seat against Republican incumbent Jeff Denham, who re-

ceived 37% of the primary vote, the second-lowest vote count of any sitting member of Congress.   

Josh Harder grew up in Turlock, where he attended Modesto High School. He received scholarships from the local Rotary Club and 

American Legion, which he used to attend Stanford University, where he majored in Politics and Economics. After Stanford, Hard-

er spent several years at Boston Consulting Group, then took a leave of absence to organize small farmers in Kenya and Uganda 

through work with the Gates Foundation and other nonprofits. After working in Africa, Harder studied in the MBA/MPP joint de-

gree program at the Harvard Business and Kennedy Schools. He then joined Bessemer Venture Partners, where he worked with 

small businesses. Harder currently teaches business classes at Modesto Junior College.  

The Harder campaign announced on July 9th that they had raised over $1.25 million in contributions during the second quarter, 

bringing their total to over $2.5 million. Over 73,000 people have donated to Harder’s campaign, with an average donation of 

$25.65.  

On July 26th, Harder launched “16 Town Halls in 16 Weeks” in answer to Rep. Denham’s only holding one open meeting since his 

election in 2016. “Denham has refused to hold any meetings open to the public and answer basic questions about his votes in 

Congress,” said Harder, “Voters deserve a representative who not only fights for their best interest, but someone who cares 

enough to face the voters.”  

Visit Harderforcongress.com to see Harder’s priorities. Visit the Westside Democratic HQ to volunteer for Josh from L.A.  

 

Who’s Flipping Who? (cont.) 

Josh Harder Jeff Denham 

https://www.harderforcongress.com/
https://westsidedemhq.org/
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Westside Democratic HQ 

News 

Tuesdays 

Tuesdays with Tamara: 5:30 –  8:30 p.m. 

Indivisible 33:  1 –  3 p.m. and  5 – 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Pacific Palisades Dem Club: 5:15 – 8:30 p.m. 

Stonewall Democratic Club - 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thursdays 

West L.A. Dem Club: 3 – 5:30 p.m. 

Heart of L.A. Dem Club: 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Saturdays 

Santa Monica Democratic Club: 1 – 4 p.m.  

Sundays 

West L.A. Dem Club: 1 – 4 p.m. 

The Westside Dem HQ is open Tuesdays – Thursdays, 1 to 9 p.m. and  

Fridays –  Sundays, noon to 8 p.m. Volunteers are always welcome.  

Please review the upcoming opportunities to register voters and canvass local swing districts 

in addition to phone banking.  

Check out the HQ: WestsideDemHQ.org  

https://westsidedemhq.org/


Immigrant Families Together (IFT) was by Julie Schwietert Collazo and 

Francisco Collazo of Long Island City, NY. Julie is a former social worker 

who reached out to Yeni Gonzalez’s attorney when she heard about 

the mother’s separation from her children at the border on a radio 

show. Julie activated a network of people who posted Yeni’s bond, 

took charge of her travel to New York, and provided ongoing support 

throughout her immigration proceedings. The group’s efforts for Yeni 

grew and now IFT is helping their 13th parent, Norma, a mother of 

three from Guatemala.  

IFT helps one family out of detention at a time. A GoFundMe account 

has been created and a fundraising goal is set for each mom. Once that 

mom is stabilized, the group begins with another mom. Almost $38,000 has been raised in the past 7 days 

for Norma; IFT’s goal was $25,000. Any monies over what is needed are passed on to the next mom 

waiting in detention. The IFT GoFundme page is HERE. 

The group has mobilized to help parents currently detained through the following immediate actions: 

•Raising of bond funds through coordinated crowdfunding and individual giving in order to post bond for 

parents separated from their children at the US/Mexico Border. 

•Paying bonds and providing pro bono legal representation to fulfill all legal responsibilities while awaiting 

trial so that they may be with their children. 

•Arranging safe transportation from the state of detention to the city where the children are currently in 

foster care.  

•When needed, finding long-term housing in the destination city while families await trial. 

•Connecting parents with resources to sustain them during the process of being unified with their chil-

dren.   

•Working with local organizations and government to expedite the process of achieving full custody of im-

migrants’ children while families await trial. 

IFT is creating a toolkit to allow other concerned citizens to replicate their model. Please visit their inspir-

ing website, www.immigrantfamiliestogether.com, for more information.  

Pacific Palisades Democratic Club Action 
Supporting Refugee Families  

Yeni Gonzalez leaving Eloy Detention 

Center 

Ordinary Citizens Reunite Families — A New Necessity 

https://www.gofundme.com/norma-support-team-mom-13
https://immigrantfamiliestogether.com/


 

Events 

Pacific Palisades Democratic Club 

Facebook  

Twitter 

Instagram 

The PPDC keeps you up to date on the latest 

protests, rallies, and political actions in the 

L.A. area on our social media pages. 

                                           Click to join us! 

PPDC Summer Garden Party 

Palisades Riviera 

Sunday, August 26th, 2 –  4 p.m. 

Rep. Ted Lieu, State Sen. Ben Allen, Assembly member Richard Bloom, and L.A. City Councilmember Mike 

Brown have confirmed for the annual PPDC Garden Party, so come and mingle with your elected officials. 

The PPDC will be serving wine and hors d’oeuvres.  

Tickets are $35 for one, $50 for two. Reservations are limited, so make your way to PalisadesDemClub.org 

and purchase yours today! 

March on the NRA Southern California 

Outside the California Rifle and Pistol Association’s main office in Fullerton, California 

Saturday, August 4th 

The march is being hosted by March for Our Lives Los Angeles and Stu-

dents Demand Action Orange County to demand common-sense gun re-

form and an end to the NRA’s reign over national politics. A Parkland stu-

dent will be speaking. Organizers are also using the march as a mass voter-

registration drive.  

March on the NRA SoCal is entirely run by student activists. However, per-

mits and insurance for marches aren't cheap, and students do not have the money to cover the entirety of 

these costs themselves.  

“We are truly a grassroots movement, even when it comes to fundraising,” says outreach co-director Eve 

Levenson. “Please consider donating any amount you can as every dollar helps us further our mission to 

end gun violence in America once and for all.” 

Donate and learn more about the student organizers here: March on the NRA 

https://www.facebook.com/PaliDems/
https://twitter.com/palidems
https://www.instagram.com/palidems/
http://www.palisadesdemclub.org
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?u=44dfa6ec15ea60ed66a5460d7&id=663f449ea0


In 8 years, WPA workers built: 

5,900 Schools 

9,300 Auditoriums, gyms, and rec buildings 

1,000 libraries 

7,000 dormitories  

900 armories 

2,302 stadiums, grandstands, and bleachers 

52 Fairgrounds and rodeo grounds 

1,686 Parks covering 75,152 acres 

3,185 Playgrounds 

3,026 Athletic fields 

805 Swimming pools 

1,817 Handball courts  

10,070 Tennis courts 

2,261 Horseshoe pits 

1,101 Ice skating areas 

138 Outdoor theatres 

254 Golf courses 

65 Ski jumps 

The Works Progress Administration (WPA), formed on May 6, 1935, was the 

largest and most ambitious New Deal agency, employing millions over eight 

years to carry out public works projects and to put money in the hands of 

families, where it was sorely needed.  

The WPA was responsible for the traditional infrastructure of the New Deal 

such as roads, bridges, schools, courthouses, hospitals, sidewalks, water-

works, and post offices, but also constructed museums, swimming pools, 

parks, community centers, playgrounds, coliseums, markets, fairgrounds, 

tennis courts, zoos, botanical gardens, auditoriums, waterfronts, city halls, 

gyms, and university unions. Most of these are still in use today.   

New Deal Democrats Built That 
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Pacific Palisades Democratic Club  

Moving Forward  

           What Can I 

Do? 

 Forward the PPDC 

Newsletter to your 

friends! 

Donate  

to March on the NRA for 

permits and insurance.  

Volunteer  

To flip districts at  

Westside Dem HQ 

Learn  
from 

Immigrant Families Together 

https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?u=44dfa6ec15ea60ed66a5460d7&id=663f449ea0
https://westsidedemhq.org/
https://immigrantfamiliestogether.com/

