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A Discussion with Councilmember Mike Bonin, Part One
Los Angeles 11th District Councilmember Mike Bonin sat
down with PPDC Corresponding Secretary Max Goldberg for a
one-on-one interview this month. We are releasing their conversation in three parts. In part one, they discuss Bonin’s positions on environmental legislation at the state and city level.
Goldberg: AB1884 is moving forward in the California assembly. It limits
plastic straw use in some restaurants. Do you support AB1884, and if so
what can the City of L.A. do to show that support to Sacramento?
Bonin: I’m absolutely in support of it. We already passed a resolution in favor of AB1884; Mitch O’Farrell put in a motion to deal with plastic straws. Sacramento now is more environmentally aggressive: It
used to be that the City of L.A. was ahead of stuff, and now Sacramento has caught up. For a lot of good legislation, now it’s a race
to see who does it first -- which is great.
Goldberg: Since then, AB1884 has been stripped down from larger fines and jail time to $25 dollars in fines per day, capped at
$300. Can you explain how the teeth get removed from a bill like that?
Bonin: The process in Sacramento is different from Los Angeles. Half of my colleagues are from Sacramento; there are pluses and
minuses in each system. Ours is a lot more transparent. The special interests in Sacramento really have a lot of influence. Down
here we get a lot of influence from developers on the political process, but up there it’s everything: the fossil fuel industry, the
plastics industry, the gaming industry, the tech industry…. There are lobbyists here, but on our everyday legislation, it’s not like
there are tons of lobbyists around, it’s not what predominantly shapes things. Constituents have more access here. Something
that’s cool in L.A. is that things can happen here without the government doing anything. In Mar Vista, people started a green garden showcase where people showed off drought tolerant plants, xeriscaping their front lawns, and it’s now a thing where the city is
catching up on its own properties.
Goldberg: What are some other pro-environmental measures you’re currently working on, and what resistance are you getting?
Bonin: Once you get past the easy stuff like telling people, “Don’t litter,” you begin to get pushback. One thing we can do in L.A. is
have influence over where we get our electric power. For years L..A. has gotten its electricity from coal, and over the past several
years we’ve gotten to about 40% renewable energy. I want us to be the first city to get to 100%. Historically, how politicians have
done this is to hold a press conference and set an arbitrary time table and goal, and demand the departments do it -- and they never do it. Paul Krekorian and I, working with environmental groups, decided to come up with an actual plan. We convened a group
of utility people, environmentalists, and scientists, and their mandate is to come up with a roadmap of how to get there and what
the hurdles will be. Some hurdles will be local, some will be financial, some will be with the state, and some will be needing to turn
back time and get rid of the Trump administration to undo the damage there. You get pushback from consumers who don’t want
to pay more, utilities who don’t want to switch how they do business, and the fossil fuel industry.

Learn more or contact Councilmember Bonin on the links below...
Website

Twitter

Facebook
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Katie Hill

Rep. Steve Knight

Katie Hill for California’s 25th District
Katie Hill, a 30-year-old native and lifelong resident of the
25th District, earned her Masters in Public Administration
from Cal State University Northridge. Hill has spent her
career with People Assisting the Homeless (PATH), a nonprofit that develops affordable and supportive homes for
the homeless. She worked her way from policy advocate
to Executive Director of PATH, where she championed
two successful L.A. ballot initiatives designed to alleviate
homelessness, Measure H and Prop HHH.
“My primary issues are centered around three main areas: the health and safety of our communities and the people who live in them, rebuilding and protecting the middle
class, and ensuring that we have a truly representative
government that is accountable to real people, not partisan politics, corporate donors, or special interest groups,”
says Hill.

Visit Katie Hill’s Website

Katie Porter

Rep. Mimi Walters

Katie Porter for California’s 45th District
Katie Porter is a consumer advocate attorney. Her public and
professional service includes positions with the Uniform Law
Commission, the World Bank, the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, and the Federal Judicial Center.
In 2012 Porter was appointed by California Attorney General
Kamala Harris to be the state’s independent monitor of banks in
a nationwide $25 billion mortgage settlement. “Our team held
the banks’ feet to the fire, securing over $18 billion and helping
tens of thousands of families move forward with their lives,”
says Porter.

The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) endorsed Porter last month.
“Her support for the Equality Act — federal legislation to finally
add comprehensive LGBTQ non-discrimination protections to
our nation’s civil rights laws — will be crucial to advancing the
legislation through Congress. Porter also opposes the so-called
First Amendment Defense Act — divisive federal legislation that
aims to grant a license to discriminate against the LGBTQ community by misusing religion as a weapon,” announced the HRC.

Visit Katie Porter’s Website
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PPDC’s First Will Rogers State Beach Clean-Up Day a Hit
By: Julia Jaye Posin
PPDC Board Member; Co-Founder, SteelStraw.com
On Saturday, August 18th, 40 students from Pacific Palisades Charter High
School joined Heal the Bay and Pacific Palisades Democratic Club (PPDC) to
clean up Will Rogers State Beach. Donning garden gloves and reused plastic
bags, they catalogued the trash they collected -- sandy bits of Styrofoam,
plastic straws, candy wrappers, cigarette butts, and more.
Every day, millions of pieces of trash are littered onto our beautiful California
beaches. Even relatively clean beaches like Will Rogers are subject to surprisingly heavy pollution. Few realized that the beach plows, which regularly
comb the sand, leave behind microplastics that “photo degrade” over time.
Typically, marine life mistakes these microplastics for food, which is why
nearly all the world’s seabirds and half the world’s sea turtles have ingested plastic. Much of it travels out to sea and accumulates
in the form of a murky plastic fog in subtropical gyres.
In fact, the 2017 United Nations Clean Seas Campaign asserts that there are 51 trillion microplastic particles in the ocean today — 500 times more than the number of stars in our galaxy.
That’s what inspired PPDC to team up with Heal the Bay, adopt Will Rogers State Beach, and host a series of community beach cleanups.
“It was really cool to experience something I helped organize be so successful. Although daunting to see
buckets and bags containing thousands of pieces of garbage, it was truly magnificent to see what a little
bit of time and effort could do to better the environment,” recalls Eva Bruckner, a PPDC intern and Palisades Charter High School student who is co-organizer of the program.
Supporting current environmental policies such as AB1884 and Santa Monica City Council’s recent ban
on plastic take out materials are important parts of PPDC’s core values. Beyond this, it’s crucial to roll our sleeves up and see
firsthand the impacts of our consumption habits.
“When people see physically how much trash is on the beach that can be picked up in just a few hours, it forces them to look at
their own personal accountability. Even one straw really adds up. We get to use this data to give to legislators and show the correlation between policies and what we find in our local environment,” says Danielle Furuichi, Programs Coordinator at Heal the Bay.
The negative impacts of single-use plastic pollution are undeniable. Now the responsibility to mitigate these impacts rests upon us
all. We must first refuse, then reduce, then reuse -- and lastly recycle -- the materials we consume. More pressingly, the plastics
industry and brands that sell plastics must be held accountable through extended producer responsibility for the full lifecycle of
their products.
You can learn more about our club and upcoming events at palidems.org .

Mark Your Calendar! Next Dates for PPDC Beach Clean-Up Are...

January 20, 2019

April 27, 2019

PPDC Garden Party 2018
Photography By: PPDC Board Member Damien Petty

The 2018 PPDC Garden Party was a
huge success this year thanks to…
Our hostess, Judy Hellinger; our cosponsors, Kerrie Anne and Mark
Reid; PPDC VP of Programming
Janet Turner and her amazing
team, including Rae Jeane Williams; and our elected officials Rep.
Ted Lieu, State Senator Ben Allen,
State Assemblymember Richard
Bloom, Controller Ron Galperin,
and Councilmember Mike Bonin.
Thank you all for your passion!
PPDC President Erika Feresten
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Imani Beckett
Pacific Palisades Charter High School student and PPDC intern Imani Beckett shares the issues most pressing to her…
In the fall of 2018, we will have congressional and gubernatorial races nationwide. The results of these races are more important
than ever; they will also affect whether Trump is able to implement his agenda fully and if Democrats can have control over drawing congressional districts. We are also facing many important political issues: We are at a point of no return when it comes to
climate change; certain people being denied their voting rights; and immigrants escaping violent, destitute countries are being
blocked from entry into the United States. These three issues are important to me because climate change will heavily affect my
generation and the other two are moral issues that exemplify the United States’ historical and continuous victimization of communities of color.
The Trump Administration is the most xenophobic administration of the past 20 years. While in office, Trump has cut the number
of Syrian refugees that will enter the country. He has also given ICE, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the directive to arrest more undocumented immigrants within the United States and separate families at the border. Immigrants and refugees are
overall beneficial for the United States economy, and we need them even more so because of future and current declines in the
birth rate of native-born citizens. More importantly, we are morally required to take in these immigrants because our domestic
and foreign policies are responsible for creating the horrible conditions that are causing these immigrants to flee their countries.
This will only get worse in the future as climate change will likely make these horrible conditions even more intolerable and force
more immigrants out of their countries and into the West.
Climate change is the most important issue because it will affect the world forever. It is possible to recover from bad economic
policies or even bad foreign policy decisions, but it’s impossible to reverse the damage climate change will do. By 2050 the world
might run out of common foods like chocolate. However, more importantly, climate change has already led to food and water
shortages that have caused 400,000 deaths a year and, according to the World Health Organization, is projected to cause an additional 250,000 deaths between 2030 and 2050. To put that into perspective, in 2016, 25,621 people died worldwide from terrorism. These famines and droughts will lead to fights over resources, which will lead to war in third-world countries. Currently, the
GOP platform denies that climate change is human-made and doesn’t suggest doing anything about it. Their refusal to take action
will lead to more deaths and global political instability.
If we ever want to stop the GOP’s agenda, address climate change, and accept more immigrants, we have to vote Republicans out
of office, doing what’s needed to make sure as many people as possible are voting. In many red states, Republican legislators are
enforcing voter ID laws with the intention of suppressing the vote of groups that don’t support them, like young people and people of color. Until we remove voter ID laws, it will be harder for Democrats to flip red states and implement a liberal agenda.

PPDC keeps you up to date on the latest protests, rallies, and political actions in the L.A.
area on our social media pages.
Click to join us!

Twitter
Facebook
Instagram
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Occupation: Producer/Executive Producer — mostly feature films
(over 20), commercials, and corporate web videos (for The Miller
Group). Also starting the third season of an ongoing web series.
Why did you decide to join the Democratic Party? I grew up in a family where my parents were enormous Kennedy supporters and my
grandparents were big FDR supporters. Plus my great grandmother
was a suffragette who marched in New York fighting to get the vote for
women. As you can see, progressive Democratic politics were in my
DNA from the start.
How long have you been a member of PPDC? I joined in early 2002. I
worked on the Gore campaign and was so shell-shocked by what happened in Florida and the Supreme Court selection that I
had to channel my anger and energy, and joining the PPDC felt like the place to go and work against Bush and the Republicans.
How have you served on the board? For the past four Presidential elections (Kerry ’04, Obama ’08 & ’12, Hillary ’16) I managed
or co-managed the large Westside Democratic Headquarters. For the three most recent ones, I singularly spent months finding
the spaces and negotiating those deals. For the past several years I have been the VP of Administration and this year am also
the 1st VP. I served one year as PPDC Treasurer. In 2010, I co-chaired the high-profile and financially successful Froehlich/Berke
Political Courage / Human Rights Awards event [the next of which is being planned for 2019]. Many years ago, my ad agency
rebranded the look and logo of the PPDC and continues to make creative materials for special events. Lastly, one of my more
enjoyable PPDC functions is handling all the merchandise, or, as some call it, swag.
When did you start collecting FDR memorabilia? I am a major collector of Democratic Party memorabilia of all kinds. Between
pins, buttons, apparel, posters, magnets, figurines, statues, books, magazines, records, CDs, DVDs, and bumper stickers I have
well over a thousand items. A good percentage of the collection is for Democratic Presidential candidates (winners and losers)
going back to the 1800s. So the dozens of FDR collectibles are just part of the larger overall collection. Important note: My vast
collection is solely made up of Democratic Party items, and nothing Republican at all.
What made FDR so effective? This truly needs an answer so long that it could fill up an entire book. But first we must remember how impressive FDR’s political credentials were before he became President. I understand he learned a lot from serving in
the Wilson administration as well as in the often-difficult world of New York politics. Once he became President he inherited
the worst depression in the history of the country, and through many smart and effective programs eventually got the country
back on its feet. The New Deal was so forward-thinking that it still has applications today. Of course, many will rightly point to
his powerful leadership during World War II. His four terms were so unprecedented that Congress forever changed the Constitution so that could never happen again. Also, FDR became the first President to have a First Lady who was genuinely effective.
Eleanor really invented the role of the modern First Lady. On the downside, probably FDR’s biggest mistake was allowing the
Japanese internment camps to happen.
Who, living or dead, would you like to have dinner with? I hope whoever I had this fictitious dinner with, that it could last a
great many hours. At first blush my mind immediately went to President Obama. But, as I ruminate on this a bit more, my answer would be Bobby Kennedy. I genuinely believe that of all the Democrats who have run for President and did not make it,
Bobby Kennedy was hands down one of the all-time best.
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