
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

School Trustee Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Dear Trustee Candidate, 
 
Parents for Choice in Education (PCE) is an Alberta-based, non-profit organization that supports Alberta 
students by advocating for excellence in education through maximum parental choice. 
 
The following eight questions are being provided to public and Catholic school trustee candidates across 
Alberta to inform voters on key educational issues for the October 16th election. All questions include 
embedded hyperlinks to provide necessary context and background understanding.    
 
Please record your responses in the attached Candidate Response Form, answering with “Y” (yes), “S” 
(somewhat) or “N” (no) to each question. 
 
We expect that candidates who respond with “somewhat” to any of the questions will provide the nuance 
of their answer in the “Additional Comments” section. 
 
Please email your completed Candidate Response Form to admin@parentchoice.ca by  
4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 29th, 2017.  
 
Responses will be published on our website (www.parentchoice.ca/2017_trustee_election) starting 
October 1st and shared through our mailing list and social media to thousands of voters who are highly 
engaged in the area of education. We will also distribute responses to other groups to share with their 
networks. 
 
Candidates who receive the survey, but choose not to respond will be noted publicly.  
 
Thank you for your participation and we look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Trustee Candidate Name: Michael Janz 

School District: Edmonton Public School Board 

Specific Ward/Area (if applicable): F 

Trustee Candidate Website: www.michaeljanz.ca  

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 
Responses  -
choose from  
“Y” (yes),  
“S” (somewhat) 
“N” (no) 

Y S Y Y Y S Y S 

 

Additional Comments (optional) 
 
As a general pre-amble, I found most of the questions to be very loaded with multiple components 
so it was hard to clearly understand what was being asked. Sometimes I disagreed with the 
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premise of the question but agreed in my answer. If you would like to learn more, please visit my 
website www.michaeljanz.ca so I can answer clearly and transparently. 

1. YES – However they must also be compliant with other legislation too such as the 
School Act, Alberta Human Rights Act etc. There are other legislative pieces not 
mentioned above. I always say that if you want to know what is going on at school to 
ask your student and create an open and caring dialogue with them. 

2. I’m concerned that the current funding model does not incentivize operational 
efficiencies between school systems. We don’t need multiple overlapping 
bureaucracies purchasing schools, running buses etc. The choice in programming is 
important to maintain, but why do we need duplicate school buses on the road if we 
can offer shorter ride times and better service by sharing services? 

3. I am a parent and I support parents being fully-engaged in not just these areas but in 
Chemistry, Biology, Math and other areas of student learning too. Parents should go to 
teacher conferences, engage with their school council and get involved! Nothing 
should be at a surprise. I will always fight for values to be taught at home and facts to 
be taught at school as aligned with policy 
(https://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/topics/sexualhealtheducation/) and encourage parents 
to read this report 
(https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2016-
17/june6/10-HumanSexualityEducationinEdmontonPublicSchool.pdf ) 

4. I’m more concerned with the outcomes of the curriculum than the process, but yes. I 
also don’t want us to lose our global competitiveness in problem solving. I look 
forward to more opportunities to provide feedback on curriculum and have been 
advocating for Financial Literacy to be included in the curriculum 
(http://www.metronews.ca/news/edmonton/2017/05/07/edmonton-public-school-
trustee-argues-for-financial-literacy.html) 

5. High quality testing is a component of a compliment of assurance and accountability 
measures, but should not be the only measure. I would not support the abolition of all 
existing standardized tests. Please learn more about our MIPI and our HLAT and the 
formative assessments we are using to help students be successful. 

6. This is not an issue in EPSB and I have not heard feedback from parents, students, or 
teachers on this, but for me clarity is important and changes should be done in 
consultation with students and parents. Again, it shouldn’t be the only one. 

7. Again, not an issue at EPSB. Parents are and continue to be permitted to do so subject 
to space availability in busy programs such as French Immersion, Cogito, or Mandarin 
Bilingual. I support programs of choice and will continue to advocate for parent and 
student choice. 

8. I never saw the content, saw the links to the government website, or any porn on a 
government site. I can’t speak to this really, but what I think you are asking is what 
steps does EPSB take to keep students digitally safe? We have strong content filters on 
district internet so no sexually graphic material could be accessed. Parents need to talk 
to their children about expectations for all internet usage as anything you can imagine 
is one click away and students can easily search directly for what they are seeking. 
Please read the following report about sexual health education in EPSB 
(https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2016-
17/june6/10-HumanSexualityEducationinEdmontonPublicSchool.pdf ) I continue to 

http://www.michaeljanz.ca/
https://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/topics/sexualhealtheducation/)
https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2016-17/june6/10-HumanSexualityEducationinEdmontonPublicSchool.pdf
https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2016-17/june6/10-HumanSexualityEducationinEdmontonPublicSchool.pdf
http://www.metronews.ca/news/edmonton/2017/05/07/edmonton-public-school-trustee-argues-for-financial-literacy.html)
http://www.metronews.ca/news/edmonton/2017/05/07/edmonton-public-school-trustee-argues-for-financial-literacy.html)
https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2016-17/june6/10-HumanSexualityEducationinEdmontonPublicSchool.pdf
https://www.epsb.ca/media/epsb/ourdistrict/boardoftrustees/boardmeetings/2016-17/june6/10-HumanSexualityEducationinEdmontonPublicSchool.pdf


 

 

 

 
 
1. Do you agree that all education laws, school board policies and best practices in Alberta 
should comply with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Family Law Act 
when it comes to the right of parents to direct, and be fully informed about, all aspects of their 
children’s education? 
 

2. Do you agree that the Alberta government should maintain current levels of funding to 
support a wide range of educational choices, including public, Catholic, independent, faith-
based schools, charter and alternative schools, and all forms of home education? 
 

3. Currently, provincial legislation requires that parents be provided notice when a program of 
study includes subject-matter that deals primarily and explicitly with religion or human sexuality 
(School Act, section 50.1). Do you agree that this notice and opt-out opportunity should continue 
to be provided? 
 

4. Do you agree that curriculum development must be transparent and focused on clearly 
defined and foundational basic skill outcomes in core subject areas? 
 

5. Do you agree that high quality standardized testing must be used to ensure education 
accountability is maintained for students who are covering Alberta curriculum? 
 

6. When it comes to communicating student progress for Grades 7-12, would you agree that an 
objective and clear reporting system of percentages and class averages (as opposed to 
descriptive terms only) is important? 
 

7. Do you agree parents should be permitted to choose the location, type and style of education 
(i.e. home-based, language, interest, faith-based, etc.) that best suits their child, free of 
bureaucratic, union or government coercion?    
 

8. In the Spring of 2017 it was revealed that an organization in charge of a government-
recommended website was linking children to sexually graphic material, resulting in a severe 
violation of public trust and the endangerment of children. Do you agree those involved should 
be removed from authority and access to children in Alberta schools?  

 

 

support clear criteria for presenters and vendors who present to children and teachers 
must be present for guest presentations. 
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