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Public Schools Need to Get Their Own System in Order

Re: “NDP must end public funds
for private schools,” Barbara
Silva & Carolyn Blasetti, Feb. 17.

A tale of woe regarding the
calamity of poorly supported
public schools was spun in a recent
column written by Save Our
Students (SOS), a public education
advocacy group.

As pointed out by SOS, it is tragic
and unfortunate that students in
some schools do not have access to
the fundraising capacity found in
other communities.

Yet, the solution offered by SOS to
defund private schools is no
solution at all.

The question SOS should be
asking is: Why do public schools
continually struggle to support
their own students despite the fact
they receive taxpayer dollars
totalling more than $10,000 per
student?

In fact, these government subsidies
total more than $2.4 billion per
year, for Calgary and Edmonton
public school boards alone.

SOS instead blames the lack of
resources in some public schools
on the significantly lower
subsidies offered to independent
schools, the majority of whom
receive a mere $5,000 per student.

To make their fallacious argument,
they conveniently isolate a few
elite independent schools, play up
envy politics, and then over-
generalize by demanding the
government stop subsidizing all
independent schools.

The ridiculous assumption that readers
are supposed to take away is that such
a change in Alberta’s education
funding model would somehow
magically make library books and
other resources appear in struggling
public schools.

This reminds one of an old Russian
tale of a peasant living in poverty, who
comes upon a bottle from which a
genie appears and says, “I’'m
empowered to give you one wish.”

The peasant replies, “My family is
poor. My neighbour has a goat. That
goat gives good milk and that family
has what it needs.”

The genie looks at the peasant and
offers, “Do you want me to give you a
goat?”

“No,” says the peasant, “I want you to
kill my neighbour’s goat.”

The moral of the story? The request
made by the peasant is envy-born and
would result in only one thing: No goat
for either peasant.

The same will be true of Alberta
students and families if the
government strips subsidies for
independent schools, forcing many
students back into public schools.

You see, what SOS ignores is a recent
Fraser Institute report showing that,
"Families with children enrolled in
non-elite independent schools have
levels of average after-tax income
comparable to those of families with
children attending public school."

The reality is that these families make
sacrifices to prioritize education that
meets the unique needs of their
children. Stripping school funding will

hurt these families, as many will no
longer be able to afford the schools
where their children are thriving.

Ironically, the solution offered by SOS
would actually create the very outcome
they claim to want to prevent — a two-
tier education system where only the
wealthy can still afford school choice
and no one else can.

SOS also fails to be honest about the
savings to taxpayers, thanks to parents
sending children to independent
schools. Even Education Minister
David Eggen has conceded that it
would cost government coffers an extra
$190 million per year just to cover the
full cost of private and home school
students at the same level as public
school students.

As tempting as it may be, Albertans
must resist the ploy of envy politics. It
is a fool’s errand to try to improve one
student’s education by stripping
another student of theirs.

Defunding independent schools will do
nothing to correct the budget issues
persisting in public schools, nor solve
the challenges endemic to schools in
lower income neighbourhoods.

The solution for SOS and others
concerned about the state of public
education in Alberta is to stop hyper-
focusing on stripping the dollars
provided to their neighbours in the
independent schools.

Instead, it is time for public school
boards to ask themselves the difficult
questions of how to better manage their
own massive per student subsidies to
ensure no student is left behind.
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