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"Before seeking this office, what have you done to support grassroots 

democracy?" 

 

I became involved in politics in 2012 when I came to the realization that improved 

educational outcomes for students can only be achieved through school choice. As such, 

I joined the Red Deer South Wildrose Constituency. The Wildrose Party, at the time, 

known as a grassroots party, had school choice clearly stated as one of their main policy 

platforms.  

 

I served the Red Deer South Wildrose Constituency from 2012-2017 in several 

capacities: VP Policy, VP Membership, and President. In 2015 I was voted onto the 

provincial executive committee as VP of Membership and served in that role until 

unification, July 2017. I spent most Saturdays, for three years, at the Red Deer Farmers 

Market, advocating and selling memberships to the grassroots Wildrose Party. It was 

time well spent. 

 

I reflect on that time of leading the membership into unification as having many 

conversations with members, many of whom were very concerned that unifying with the 

PC’s would result in a deterioration of our grassroots. I wasn’t concerned about that at 

the time because I believed there would always be good folks out there who would fight 

hard to preserve and promote our grassroots membership. Now is my time to fight. 

 

Alberta is a vast and diverse province. The 87 Constituency Associations are the pillars of 

this party. Each Constituency Association needs strong members who are willing to stand 

up and defend their conservative values and provide solutions to the unique challenges 

they face. The Leader of our party can only lead and govern successfully when there is a 

strong and well represented membership. We steer the ship. I look forward to that role. 

 

 

"Before seeking this office, what have you done to support choice in 

education?" 

 

I am proud to say that I supported choice in education in three ways: 

 

1) As an educator, I had a strong yearning to find solutions to the deterioration of 

our public school system. This quest led me to accomplishing two graduate 

degrees, one in education administration and one in public policy. The knowledge 

and the critical thinking skills I gained allows me to make informed decisions and 

have the communication skill set to share that knowledge. Academia is rich in 

scholarly research that reflects choice in education and voucher systems. 

 

2) Writing advocacy letters and letters to the editor that advocate for the societal 

merits of school choice and debunking the myths of school choice that are 

brought on by the Alberta Teachers Association, is something I have done in the 

past and will continue to do so. Speaking truth to power is important and 

necessary when it reflects your values, belief systems, and when you know that it 

benefits families, children, and our future.  

https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/ata%20news/Vol53/Number-11/Pag

es/Your-views.aspx 

 

https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/ata%20news/Vol53/Number-11/Pages/Your-views.aspx
https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/ata%20news/Vol53/Number-11/Pages/Your-views.aspx
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Secondly, I submitted an article recently to the Frontier Center for Public Policy 

highlighting that school choice provides safer options for children, families, and 

society. This document has NOT been published and is in draft form. 

**This article is pasted at the end of this document** 

 

3) Thirdly, I put my talk into action when I took a leave of absence from my current 

board to take on a one year contract at the Webber Academy, a private school in 

Calgary. I knew that I had to personally experience what it is like to teach in the 

non traditional public school. If I wanted my message to be credible, I had to 

take action. The 2019-2020 school year at Webber Academy was an amazing and 

enlightening experience. I personally saw first hand students who were flourishing 

in their environment. Additionally, I have never experienced so much parent 

satisfaction and support in my 20+ years of teaching. Parents had trust and 

respect for the teachers and teachers worked hard for the parent's trust and 

respect. It was a beautiful mutual experience. The building and infrastructure 

itself was remarkable in the sense of efficiency and maintenance. When 

something is privately held, it is cared for. Starting next week, I will be 

transitioning out of the traditional classroom and will be taking a position as a 

Home Learning instructor with Red Deer Catholic Schools. I was offered this 

position because it is known in my circles that I support and promote school 

choice. This is different from Homeschooling programs, but nevertheless, it is a 

choice made by families, a choice they are making out of love and concern for 

their children, and I am excited to support these families. 

 

In closing, I want to share that I have no intentions of running for public office, rather I 

am working towards the idea and the possibility of opening and operating a Charter 

school here in Red Deer. I know that there is a need in Red Deer for such a school, and I 

am compelled to work diligently towards that goal. In the meantime, if I am successful 

as VP Membership, I look forward to fostering and promoting a grassroots membership 

in the United Conservative Party and continue championing strong family values and 

school improvement through choice in education. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Kind regards, 

Janis Nett 

 

 

School Choice: The Safer Alternative 
 
The Covid 19 pandemic has morphed from a public health issue into a political hot potato, 
riddled with fear and confusion, not excluding the education sector. The game’s key players 
are politicians, unions, and advocacy groups, leaving students and their parents, education 
employees, and the general public as spectators, feeling anxious and disillusioned. Minister 
LaGrange, in collaboration with Dr. Deena Hinshaw, medical professionals and research 
analysts, released a reasonable and detailed school re-entry plan. Most noteworthy is the 
autonomy given to individual school boards to create plans that reflect their local situation. A 
one-size-fits all policy rarely works, especially in education amidst a pandemic. Mr. Jason 
Shilling, president of the Alberta Teachers Association (ATA), who understands the diversity 
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in individual schools and school districts, responded with much skepticism but accurately 
pointed out that parents and community members will now need to hold their elected school 
trustees accountable for 
consequences.(https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/NewsReleases/Pages/ATA-Pre
sident-Responds-to-Government-Decision-on-School-Re-entry-Delay.aspx. 
 
The NDP Opposition Education critic Sarah Hoffman offered up a simple solution: burden 
taxpayers with $1B in additional funding and cap class sizes at 15 students. The 
governments unwillingness to do so is the “epitome of laziness” 
(https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/ndp-teachers-renew-call-for-smaller-class-sizes-
as-province-records-three-more-covid-19-deaths ). Interestingly, the ATA supports the 
opposition critics idea to cap classrooms to 15 students but fails to acknowledge the current 
state of Alberta’s overcrowded schools 
(https://www.thestar.com/calgary/2019/09/12/overcrowding-at-calgary-high-schools-has-edu
cation-professionals-raising-red-flags.html).  
 
Thousands of Alberta’s children will be returning to school in a few weeks.  With no crystal 
ball in hand, hope and prayers abound that all will be well, however, the planning of quality 
education programming centered around student needs and safety must continue, post 
pandemic. The silver lining is the present opportunity to embrace innovation and consider 
cost saving solutions, meanwhile creating meaningful and impactful learning centers through 
school choice. 
 
School choice in Alberta is defined as public, Catholic, and Francophone (100% funded), 
charter schools (100% funded), independent schools (70% funded) and home education 
programs. There is extensive comprehensive research outlining the benefits of school choice 
alternative education programming. 
(https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/parentchoice/pages/589/attachments/original/15699
01954/Education_choice_funding_savings_report_Oct_2019_PCE_and_CTF.pdf?15699019
54). The research highlights $1.9 billion in taxpayer savings, debunks the myth that school 
choice creates a two tier education system, catering exclusively to the wealthy, and provides 
evidence of improved learner outcomes. What is not included in recent research is how 
school choice naturally leads to safer schools, an area worthy of future scholarly 
consideration. 
 
The inability to practice social distancing in most of Alberta’s classrooms is the kryptonite 
behind the ATA and NDP claims that schools are unsafe for re-entry unless class sizes are 
reduced to 15 students. Enter the charter school. 
 
Charter schools are autonomous, nonprofit, publicly funded schools that provide a uniquely 
defined approach to learning styles, teaching methodologies, and education philosophies. 
The ‘charter’ is an innovative approach, based on research, that is intended to support 
targeted needs, thus improving the education system as a whole. Charter schools employ 
Alberta certified teachers who do not have to be members of the ATA.  Charter schools 
implement Alberta approved curriculum with stringent financial reporting and regulatory 
compliance. Charter schools are not responsible to an elected board rather they report 
directly to the education ministry (www.alberta.ca/charter-schools.aspx). 
 

https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/NewsReleases/Pages/ATA-President-Responds-to-Government-Decision-on-School-Re-entry-Delay.aspx
https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/NewsReleases/Pages/ATA-President-Responds-to-Government-Decision-on-School-Re-entry-Delay.aspx
https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/ndp-teachers-renew-call-for-smaller-class-sizes-as-province-records-three-more-covid-19-deaths
https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/ndp-teachers-renew-call-for-smaller-class-sizes-as-province-records-three-more-covid-19-deaths
https://www.thestar.com/calgary/2019/09/12/overcrowding-at-calgary-high-schools-has-education-professionals-raising-red-flags.html
https://www.thestar.com/calgary/2019/09/12/overcrowding-at-calgary-high-schools-has-education-professionals-raising-red-flags.html
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/parentchoice/pages/589/attachments/original/1569901954/Education_choice_funding_savings_report_Oct_2019_PCE_and_CTF.pdf?1569901954
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/parentchoice/pages/589/attachments/original/1569901954/Education_choice_funding_savings_report_Oct_2019_PCE_and_CTF.pdf?1569901954
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/parentchoice/pages/589/attachments/original/1569901954/Education_choice_funding_savings_report_Oct_2019_PCE_and_CTF.pdf?1569901954
http://www.alberta.ca/charter-schools.aspx
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It is estimated that it costs approximately $13000 to educate an individual student for one 
year. These costs include instruction, operations and transportation, and program support 
(https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-education-funding-framework.aspx).These funds follow the 
student. Due to the unique nature of a charter school, class sizes are typically smaller than 
their public school counterparts. The freedom to customize their infrastructure to support the 
charter’s philosophy and educational approach proves to be an additional benefit. Charter 
schools are not limited to the typical ‘school house’ style and can operate out of existing 
vacant buildings.  
 
There is no doubt that Alberta classrooms are overcrowded and it is preferable to have lower 
teacher pupil ratios. Perhaps a cost saving solution is not to immediately invest in new 
school projects rather invest in more charter schools where programming is targeted, 
innovative, and the naturally small class sizes allow for proper social distancing, providing 
enhanced health safety for students and teachers. Additionally, charter schools reflect the 
fundamental right and freedom for parents to choose an education program that best suits 
their children's needs, therefore creating an education system that has the potential to truly 
accommodate the diverse needs in our student population. 
 
Janis Nett, B.Ed; M.Ed, MPA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-education-funding-framework.aspx

