
Response received from Max DeGroat 

"Before seeking this office, what have you done to support grassroots democracy?"  

I would probably not have become engaged in politics, and remained engaged in politics, if it had not 
been for the grassroots ethos of the Wildrose Party, which allowed somebody like me, someone not 
previously active in provincial politics, to simply take out a membership and to begin attending and 
voting at Annual General Meetings.  I was the last VP Policy for the Wildrose C.A. of Calgary-West, have 
sought to be engaged in the policy-making process at every C.A. I have served on, and am currently VP 
Policy for both Calgary-West and Calgary-Currie. 

This past year I also had the privilege of serving on the Party Policy and Governance Committee, where I 
worked with Joel Mullan to open up the policy and governance submission process as much as possible 
for this year's AGM.  This year's PPGC managed to increase the number of submissions per C.A. in 2020 
to five (5) from the two (2) allowed for the 2019 AGM, and reintroduced a mechanism for members to 
submit policies outside of the C.A. structure. 

Simultaneously, I was approached by Michael LaBerge of Calgary-Glenmore to serve as a Sponsor for the 
C.A. Collaborative Group on Governance that he was assembling, an entirely grassroots initiative to 
finally complete the UCP's governance documents.  Every C.A. in the province was invited to participate, 
and ultimately around thirty did so.  I led a committee of fourteen in Sponsoring what became GR-01, 
our proposed new Leadership Review and Selection Rules, which, if adopted, will further strengthen 
grassroots democracy in the UCP by including robust mechanisms for automatic periodic Leadership 
Reviews and clear mechanisms for calling a Review as needed. 

But I believe I am most grateful to have had the chance to support true grassroots democracy as 
Campaign Manager for Nicholas Milliken in Calgary-Currie.  Nick's campaign engaged directly with a 
constellation of new Canadian communities, many of whom had had no previous experience of either 
politics or democracy in this or any other country.  Working to change that was one of the most glorious 
undertakings I have ever been a part of. 

  

"Before seeking this office, what have you done to support choice in education?" 

I have personally represented, on a pro bono basis, parents whose children were facing unjust and 
arbitrary discipline in the Calgary Board of Education system, and where appropriate I have never 
hesitated to advise those parents to consider educational alternatives, whether the Calgary Catholic 
School District, an independent school, or homeschooling.  I have personally assisted homeschooling 
families I know with lesson plans, instruction, and child care.  Between 2016 and 2018 I attended 
numerous seminars hosted in the United States by the Institute of Religion and Public Life, most of 
which offered suggested modules and syllabi for homeschoolers and for educators at independent 
religious schools and universities seeking to teach American history and philosophy.  During Mr. 
Milliken's campaign in Calgary-Currie, I also assisted with efforts to save the Rosscarrock School: I was of 
one mind with both Mr. Milliken and former trustee Lisa Davis that the proposed "alternatives" being 
forced upon local parents by the CBE were not feasible, given the unique circumstances of many of 
these families, and that their projections regarding the future viability of the school were also faulty.  
And I have assisted in fundraising efforts for Khalsa School Calgary, a Sikh religious school in the city's 
Northeast that I fully support.   


