PARKLAND INSTITUTE’S 23RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE

NOVEMBER 15–17, 2019
U N I V E R S I T Y O F A L B E R TA

PA R K L A N D CO N F E R E N C E . C A

Authoritarian right-wing governments in many countries – Hungary, India,
Italy, Poland, and Turkey, not to mention Donald Trump’s America – have
claimed the banner of populism. Canada has not been immune to this
global populist wave, as evidenced by the election of Doug Ford in Ontario
and Jason Kenney in Alberta. Once the hallmark of Canada’s progressive
left, populism today is the domain of a resurgent right, appealing to fear
and anger, and proclaiming their defense of the common person against
assorted elites.
What explains the recent success of right-wing parties in seizing the
populist mantle away from the progressive left? Is right-wing populism
actually a mask for authoritarian rule? Parkland Institute’s 23rd Annual
Conference seeks to answer the riddle of right-wing populism: what it is,
how it emerged, where it might be leading, and the possibilities for the
return of a progressive form of populism.

We would like to thank the generous support of the following sponsors for helping to make this conference possible:
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Greetings from Parkland Institute Director

Trevor Harrison
Welcome to Parkland Institute’s
23rd annual fall conference. The
institute has long prided itself on
addressing topics that are both
current and vitally important to
the economic, political, and social
health of Albertans and Canadians
at large. This year is no different.
The title of this year’s conference,
Populism and Its Discontents,
similarly seeks to examine a topic
of singular political, social, and
economic importance: populism.
The world in recent years has
seemed suddenly populated with
populists: Donald Trump, Boris
Johnson, Jair Bolsonaro, Guiseppe
Conte, to name a few. Not to be
outdone, Canada has also sported
a number of allegedly populist
leaders, for example, Rob Ford,
Justin Trudeau, and Maxime Bernier.
Alberta politics has also witnessed
a rise in populist anger. The time
leading up to the UCP’s victory
in April saw yellow-jacketed
protesters marching or driving
trucks, demanding the building of
pipelines, and denouncing a host
of alleged enemies of Alberta and
Albertans.
All this seems now quite familiar.
We have become used to such
signature hallmarks of populism:
leaders shouting repetitive oneliners to crowds of angry followers
who wave placards and chant
words denigrating “the Other.”
Much of it seems—and is—
irrational and dangerous.
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POPULISM AND ITS DISCONTENTS

But what is populism? Progressive
populism has a long and
honourable place in western
Canadian history, going back to the
United Farmers, the CCF, and Social
Credit. Who are “The People”—and
who are not? Why does populism
today seem primarily right-wing
and reactionary? What explains
the re-emergence of populism in
recent years? What has been the
media’s role in this re-emergence?
Is today’s “populism” really populist
at all? And, in any case, could it be
rehabilitated to take on a more
progressive hue?
These are but some of the
questions we will explore at this
year’s conference. As in the past,
we are blessed this year to bring
together a host of thoughtful and
informed speakers to assist us in
thinking about the topic. And doing
so, always, together!
Parkland’s conferences provide the
opportunity to meet new people
and catch up on old friendships. As
in the past, I hope this conference
also informs you and inspires you
to act. A reminder that Parkland
Institute relies on contributions
from you, and people like you,
to thrive and continue to make a
difference. If you’re not already a
supporter, please consider making
a donation while you’re at the
conference.

Finally, I want to personally invite
you to come speak with me to
discuss your concerns and insights.
Warm regards to all,
Trevor Harrison
The Director and Co-founder,
Parkland Institute

CONFE RE N C E AT A GL AN CE

FRIDAY
November 15, 2019

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
1-001, ETLC

OPENING KEYNOTE

Mark Kingwell
Populism and the Interface

How does technology affect or facilitate the current rise of right-wing populism?
Philosopher, critic, and public intellectual Mark Kingwell will outline some features
of the technological and social media landscape that make anti-democratic
movements and interventions easier, and more effective. He will also investigate
ways of countering these developments.

SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
8:00 am
ETLC Lobby

Doors Open

9:00 am – 10:15 am
1-001, ETLC

PLENARY

Emily Laxer
Sacred Politics: When Populism Meets Religion
From Europe to Latin America, from the United States to parts of Canada, populist
movements, parties, and leaders are transforming “politics-as-usual,” redefining policy
approaches to the economy, migration, the environment, and national identity. In this
talk, I consider a defining—yet under-studied—feature of contemporary populism: its
relationship to religion.

10:15 am – 10:30 am
ETLC Lobby

BREAK

10:30 am – 11:45 am
A. 1-013, ETLC

CONCURRENT SESSION

Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and pastries by Bon Ton Bakery

Truth, the First Casualty? War Rooms and Rumours of War Rooms
David J. Climenhaga, Journalist and author
Shannon Daub, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives–BC

B.

1-003, ETLC

CONCURRENT SESSION

Racism and the Rise of Right-Wing Populism
Minister Faust, Author, journalist, broadcaster, and teacher
How to Defeat Fascism ... While You Still Can

Irfan Chaudhry, MacEwan University

Race, Ethnicity, Immigration and Right-Wing Extremism

11:45 am – 1:00 pm
1-017, ETLC

LUNCH			
Catered lunch by Upper Crust
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CO N F E RE N CE AT A GL AN CE
1:00 pm – 2:15 pm
1-001, ETLC

PLENARY

Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard
Until Our Hearts Are On the Ground: Indigenous Women’s Activism,
Now and Forever
This presentation will focus on Indigenous rights and resistance to colonialism (old
and new), highlight the ways in which Indigenous people in general, and Indigenous
women specifically, are building political movements in this era of right-wing
extremism, and explore the evolution of Indigenous political movements in response
to authoritarian populism.

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm
BREAK
ETLC Lobby		

2:30 pm – 3:45 pm
A. 1-013, ETLC

CONCURRENT SESSION

Populism and Social Media: The New Instruments of 		
Right-Wing Power
David Taras, Mount Royal University
Nora Loreto, Writer, podcaster, and activist

B.

1-003, ETLC

CONCURRENT SESSION

Austerity in Alberta: Workers Under the Right
Alison McIntosh, Parkland Institute
Long-term Austerity and Long-term Care Work

Jason Foster, Athabasca University

What Was Old Is New Again (Sort of): Public Sector Labour Relations under the UCP

3:45 pm – 4:00 pm
BREAK
ETLC Lobby		

4:00 pm – 5:15 pm
1-001, ETLC

PLENARY

Kelly Gordon
The State of Contemporary Populist Discourse in Canada
With a string of anti-establishment leaders and parties emerging across the world,
most agree that we are living a populist moment. While much of contemporary
global populism appeals to a combination of anti-elitist and nativist arguments, this
presentation will argue that rather than being centered on ethnonational populism,
Canadian populist discourse has been shaped by its own unique national debates
and colonial legacy.

5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Dewey’s

Conference Social

Featuring spoken word artists Dwennimmen and Knowmadic
Join us for conversation and snacks (cash bar) and be inspired by two of
Edmonton’s finest spoken word artists.
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CONFE RE N C E AT A GL AN CE

SUNDAY
November 18, 2019
8:00 am
ETLC Lobby

Doors Open

9:00 am – 10:15 am
1-001, ETLC

PLENARY

Demond Drummer
Mobilizations, Moonshots, and Movements: The Promise of the Green
New Deal
Climate change continues unabated. The global economy tumbles into recession.
Authoritarianism is on the march. Enter the Green New Deal.

10:15 am – 10:30 am
ETLC Lobby

BREAK

10:30 am – 11:45 am
A. 1-013, ETLC

CONCURRENT SESSION

Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and pastries by Bon Ton Bakery

Reproductive Rights Under the Right
Carol Williams, University of Lethbridge
Reproduction Matters: A Southern Alberta Case Study

Katelyn Mitchell, University of Lethbridge

Access in Alberta: Understanding Barriers to Abortion and the Role of Crisis 		
Pregnancy Centres

Carly Lara Giles, University of Alberta

New Terrains of Anti-Abortion Activism: Men and Social Media
B.

1-003, ETLC

CONCURRENT SESSION

Cutting the Blue Ribbon: Alberta’s Economy in the Spotlight
Bob Ascah, University of Alberta
Richard E. Mueller, University of Lethbridge
11:45 am – 12:00 pm
ETLC Lobby

BREAK

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
1-001, ETLC

CLOSING KEYNOTE

Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and pastries by Bon Ton Bakery

Erika Shaker

Labour Intensive: Putting People Back Into Populism
Widespread public disillusionment resulting from inequality and austerity being
inadequately addressed by governments has created a fertile recruiting ground
for right-wing populist politicians and movements. But there remains tremendous
room for progressives to harness the potential of established community
networks—including labour—and social programs in order to organize around a
collective, collaborative, future-looking and justice-based vision.

PARKLAND INSTITUTE • UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

5

G E N E R A L I NF OR MATI ON F OR CONFERENC E GOERS

Welcome to
Parkland
Institute’s
23rd Annual
Conference

Your full conference registration includes:
• Friday and Sunday keynotes
• All plenary and concurrent sessions
• Saturday lunch
• Saturday evening social at Dewey’s

Food and Beverages
Coffee, tea, and water will be available during breaks. Pastries will be
available Saturday and Sunday mornings.
We encourage you to use your own travel mug for coffee and tea. We have
rented a limited number of mugs. Please return these at the end of the day,
as we have to pay for any that go missing.
Lunch on Saturday is provided to all full conference registrants, including
volunteers and representatives of tabling organizations with badges. Lunch
will include vegetarian options. Just show your badge to gain entrance to the
lunch room.
You are also welcome to bring your own lunch, and there are food vendors
available a short walk away at the Students’ Union Building (SUB).

If You’re Late
If you arrive late for keynotes or plenaries, please enter through the south
side rear door so as not to interrupt the speaker.

Parking
We recommend you park in the Windsor Car Park located at 116 Street and
92 Avenue. Friday evening after 6:00 pm, Saturday, and Sunday parking is
available for a flat fee of $5.50. Hourly parking is available on 116 Street for
$3.50/hour.

Volunteers
The Parkland conference would not be possible without the support of
dozens of volunteers who perform hundreds of hours of work on our behalf.
Please help us thank them.

Special Thanks
Flavio Rojas, our graphic designer
The A-Team Volunteers (you know who you are)
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GUIDE L INE S F OR RE S PE C TFUL DIS C US S I ON

We All Have
a Story to Tell

We all have a story to tell, but the precious few minutes
afforded us at the end of each session for dialogue is not
the time to tell it!
Parkland People are remarkably diverse and our conferences bring together
a special blend of academics, activists, students, and community members,
every one of whom has an incredible story to tell. That’s why we’ve created a
multitude of ways for Parkland People to converse with each other and our
guests, including multiple breaks and the Saturday evening social at Dewey’s.
Please help ensure that the question and answer time allotted at the end of
every session is enjoyed by everyone by following these few rules:
• Keep your remarks short and to the point. Questions or comments that
require lengthy background information are not well-suited to this format.
If you cannot ask a question within 30 seconds, consider saving it for
another opportunity.
• Do not hog the microphone. People who have not yet had the
opportunity to speak will be given priority.
• Speaking lists may be altered to balance representation by age, gender,
gender identity, race, ethnic or other identities. Just because you put your
hand up first doesn’t mean it’s always your turn.
• Value dialogue. Everyone has something to contribute.
• Please do not interrupt speakers, facilitators, or other conference-goers.
• Do not campaign at the mic. It is inappropriate to ask your fellow
conference-goers to support your cause, no matter how important it is.
• Be conscious of how your behaviour impacts others. Practice stepping up/
stepping back so we can ensure that everyone is allowed to contribute.
• And when in doubt, remember what Aretha taught us – RESPECT.
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FRIDAY
November 15, 2019
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Room 1-001, ETLC

Opening Keynote

Mark Kingwell
Populism and the Interface

How does technology affect or facilitate the current rise of right-wing populism?
Philosopher, critic, and public intellectual Mark Kingwell will outline some
features of the technological and social media landscape that make antidemocratic movements and interventions easier, and more effective. He will also
investigate ways of countering these developments.
Philosopher, critic, and public intellectual Mark Kingwell was born in Toronto in 1963
and grew up on air force bases across Canada before attending the University of
Toronto (BA, 1985). After studying at the University of Edinburgh (M. Litt., 1987) and
Yale University (M. Phil., 1989; PhD, 1991), he returned to the University of Toronto,
where he is now professor of philosophy and fellow of Trinity College. Professor
Kingwell has held visiting posts at Cambridge University, the University of California at
Berkeley, the University of Chicago, and the City University of New York, where he was
Weissman Distinguished Visiting Professor of Humanities. He has been, since 2001, a
contributing editor of Harper’s Magazine in New York.
His recent works include the linked essay collections Unruly Voices (2012) and
Measure Yourself Against the Earth (2015), and a book about baseball, Fail Better
(2017). His most recent works are Nach der Arbeit (‘After Work’, 2018) and a book
investigating the politics of boredom, Wish I Were Here: Boredom and the Interface
(2019).
Professor Kingwell is the recipient of two National Magazine Awards and two Best
Canadian Essays selections. In 2000 he was made honorary Doctor of Fine Arts by the
Nova Scotia College of Art & Design. He is a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and
of the Royal Society of Arts (United Kingdom). When he is not engaged in academic
philosophy, he likes to think while walking, fishing, watching baseball games, and
mixing cocktails.
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
8:00 am
ETLC Lobby

Doors Open

9:00 am – 10:15 am
Room 1-001, ETLC

Plenary

Emily Laxer

Sacred Politics: When Populism Meets Religion
The global rise of populism is the subject of a growing social scientific literature.
From Europe to Latin America, from the United States to parts of Canada,
populist movements, parties, and leaders are transforming “politics-as-usual,”
redefining policy approaches to the economy, migration, the environment,
and national identity. In this talk, I consider a defining—yet under-studied—
feature of contemporary populism: its relationship to religion. Focusing on the
highly-politicized debates over Islamic veiling in France and Québec, I discuss
how populist political formations are reshaping popular beliefs around what is
sacred, the rule of law, and national belonging. I then consider the implications
of this research for theorizing the populism-religion nexus in Canada and
beyond.
Emily Laxer is an assistant professor of sociology at York University’s Glendon College.
Specializing in political sociology, immigration, citizenship and nationalism, she
received her PhD from the University of Toronto in 2016, and completed a SSHRC
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the University of Michigan in 2018.
Dr. Laxer’s research broadly examines how contests for political power shape the
incorporation of ethno-religious minorities in large-scale immigration countries.
Her most recent study examined the impact of party-political debates over Islamic
religious coverings in shaping the boundaries of nationhood in France and Québec.
Her current research attends to the historical and contemporary manifestations of
populism in Canada, with a particular focus on political leaders’ framing of religion
and law. Dr. Laxer’s work has been published in such peer-reviewed journals as Ethnic
& Racial Studies, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, Nations & Nationalism, and
Comparative Studies in Society and History. Her recent book, Unveiling the Nation: The
Politics of Secularism in France and Québec was published by McGill-Queen’s University
Press in 2019.

10:15 am – 10:30 am
ETLC Lobby

Break
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and
pastries by Bon Ton Bakery
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Room 1-013, ETLC

Concurrent Session

A. Truth, the First Casualty? War Rooms and Rumours of
War Rooms
This discussion considers the strange stories of Jason Kenney’s “War Room” to
challenge opponents of the fossil fuel industry and his tendentiously named
“public inquiry into anti-Alberta energy campaigns.” The panelists will consider
the origins of the two initiatives as promises to the United Conservative Party’s
base, how they are being implemented as policy, potential problems for the UCP
if they proceed as currently planned, and the meaning of subtle changes to the
policy such as Mr. Kenney’s decision to call the War Room a “Communications
Centre” when he’s outside Alberta. They will consider the question of how, if the
inquiry proceeds as supporters expect with opponents of oilsands expansion
being grilled in public hearings, the inquiry seems likely to become mired court
challenges, grandstanding by witnesses, and protests. In other words, an expensive gong show, of which Albertans may soon tire. Panelists will consider how
this might be turned to the advantage of Canadians who hope their country will
contribute to the international effort to reduce global climate change.

David J. Climenhaga
David J. Climenhaga is an award-winning journalist, author, post-secondary teacher,
and trade union communicator who has worked in senior writing and editing
positions at the Toronto Globe and Mail and Calgary Herald. He is employed as a
communications advisor by the United Nurses of Alberta union and publishes the
AlbertaPolitics.ca blog, which is also reprinted on Rabble.ca. He holds a masters
degree in journalism from the Carleton University School of Journalism in Ottawa.
His 1995 book, A Poke in the Public Eye, explores the relationships among Canadian
journalists, public relations people and politicians.

Shannon Daub
Shannon Daub leads the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ BC Office and codirects the Corporate Mapping Project. The project is investigating the power and
influence of the fossil fuel industry in Canada, and is jointly led by the University of
Victoria, the CCPA’s BC and Saskatchewan offices, and Parkland Institute. She has
extensively researched the role of corporate influence in shaping climate policy in
Canada.
Shannon has worked with the CCPA-BC since its early days, helping to grow the
organization from a scrappy DIY outfit to a widely recognized source of progressive
research and policy ideas. Shannon’s work mixes her expertise in both research
and communication. Her research interests include social movements, framing,
environmental communication, and democratic capacity.
Outside her day-to-day work life at CCPA, Shannon has taught in the School of
Communication and Culture at Royal Roads University and volunteered on the
boards of organizations like the Wilderness Committee, CCEC Credit Union, and the
Vancouver Public Library.
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Room 1-003, ETLC

Concurrent Session

B. Racism and the Rise of Right-Wing Populism

Minister Faust
How to Defeat Fascism ... While You Still Can
Canada and the other Allies sent fighters with guns, tanks, and planes for the
largest Anti-Fascist mission ever. History has already made the case for fighting
fascism by any means necessary. Yet today, many people have been fooled by
corporate, neoliberal, and neo-fascist propaganda into believing that those
who want to stop a race war are the equivalent of those who want to start one.
Fascists in 2019 possess weapons of distraction and destruction that weren’t
even science fiction for the Nazis of old. So to defeat the Nazis of now, how
can we innovate upon our grandparents’ strategies and tactics and invent and
employ brand new measures to stop the Nazipocalypse?
Minister Faust is an award-winning author, award-winning journalist, broadcaster,
teacher, and organizer. He was a key convener of The Good Fight 2018, Edmonton’s
first-ever major training conference on defeating fascism. He has been engaging in
counter-fascist work since 1990. You can read some of his work about the modern
fascist threat and how to counter it at fair.org/author/minister-faust and read about
his novels at ministerfaust.com/minister_faust_books.
As a radio and print journalist, he has gone as far as the 1995 Million Man March
in Washington, DC, and to the Ain-al-Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp in southern
Lebanon, to collect stories and hear directly from people living and making history.
At TEDx Edmonton, Minister Faust presented “The Cure for Death by Smalltalk” on the
importance of questions and stories in genuine conversation, which has been viewed
online more than 800,000 times.
He has also has presented at the National Conference of State Legislatures in Los
Angeles, at California State University at Los Angeles, Diaspora Dialogues in Winnipeg,
the Science Fiction Research Association Conference in Detroit, African History Month
celebrations in Durham, Ontario, at Georgia Tech in Atlanta, at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, and at many other events and locations.
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019

Irfan Chaudhry
Race, Ethnicity, Immigration and Right-Wing Extremism
Immigration has been a hot-button issue which several right-leaning groups
have been able to mobilize around. This presentation will discuss how antiimmigration, race, and ethnicity have been utilized by the right-wing as rallying
points for activism and violence.
Irfan Chaudhry is a hate crimes researcher and the director of the Office of Human
Rights, Diversity and Equity at MacEwan University. He was a former race relations
specialist for the Racism Free Edmonton Project, and a co-founder of The Mosquers,
a video competition for local Muslim youth. Mr. Chaudhry was also instrumental in
creating the StopHateAB.ca website, a third-party hate incident reporting platform
that documents hate incidents in Alberta while he was a member of the Alberta Hate
Crimes Committee. Irfan currently sits on Public Safety Canada’s Expert Committee on
Countering Radicalization to Violence.

11:45 am – 1:00 pm
Room 1-017, ETLC
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Lunch – Catered lunch by Upper Crust

SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
1:00 pm – 2:15 am
Room 1-001, ETLC

Plenary

Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard

Until Our Hearts Are On the Ground: Indigenous Women’s

Activism, Now and Forever
After years of working with Indigenous women’s organizations from the
grassroots to the national level, Dr. Lavell-Harvard has been involved in all
manner of political organizing from community powwows to international
protocols in order to advance the rights of Indigenous women and end violence
against Indigenous women and girls. This presentation will focus on Indigenous
rights and resistance to colonialism (old and new), highlight the ways in
which Indigenous people in general, and Indigenous women specifically, are
building political movements in this era of right-wing extremism, and explore
the evolution of Indigenous political movements in response to authoritarian
populism.
Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard is a proud member of the Wikwemikong First Nation, the
first Aboriginal Trudeau Scholar, and has worked to advance the rights of Aboriginal
women as the president of the Ontario Native Women’s Association for 16 years. She
has served as director for First Peoples House of Learning at Trent University since
2016. Dawn was elected president of the Native Women’s Association of Canada at
the 41st Annual General Assembly, July 11, 2015 in Montreal, Quebec, and was vicepresident for almost three years.
Dawn is a full-time mother of three girls. Following in the footsteps of her mother
Jeannette Corbiere Lavell—a noted advocate for Indigenous women’s rights—and
since joining the board of the Ontario Native Women Association as a youth director
back in 1994, Dr. Lavell-Harvard has been working toward the empowerment of
Aboriginal women and their families. She was co-editor of the original volume
on Indigenous mothering entitled Until Our Hearts Are on the Ground: Aboriginal
Mothering, Oppression, Resistance and Rebirth. She has also released a book along
with Kim Anderson, entitled Mothers of the Nations, and has recently co-edited a book
with Jennifer Brant entitled Forever Loved: Exposing the Hidden Crisis of Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in Canada.

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm
ETLC Lobby

Break
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and
pastries by Bon Ton Bakery
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
2:30 pm – 3:45 pm
Room 1-013, ETLC

Concurrent Session

A. Populism and Social Media: The New Instruments of 		
Right-Wing Power

David Taras
David Taras focuses on how right wing populist politicians such as Matteo
Salvini, Jair Bolsonaro, and of course Donald Trump have used Twitter, Facebook,
and YouTube to reach out to and mobilize their followers. The question is
whether those who promote right wing populist causes have an advantage over
their left wing opponents in using these new technologies of power.
David Taras holds the Ralph Klein Chair in Media Studies at Mount Royal University.
He is the author (with Christopher Waddell) of The End of the CBC? and a co-editor of
Power Shift?: Political Leadership and Social Media. Both books will be out in early 2020.
Taras is also a political commentator on the Global Morning News in Calgary.

Nora Loreto
Nora Loreto takes a closer look at the far right’s social media strategy. While
much of the world’s focus was on ISIS and its use of social media to radicalize and
galvanize international support, the far right was using the same techniques to
accomplish the same thing in Canada. How has social media been leveraged to
fuel the rise of Canadian mainstream populism, neo-Nazi organizations, and farright violence in Canada?
Nora Loreto is a writer, podcaster and activist. She is the editor of the Canadian
Association of Labour Media (CALM) and writes regularly for the National Observer
and the Washington Post. You can hear Nora talk politics with Sandy Hudson every
week at sandyandnora.com. Nora is currently working on a book examining the state
of Canada’s feminist movement and arguing what we’ve lost as it’s atrophied. It will be
released in fall 2020.
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
2:30 pm – 3:45 pm
Room 1-003, ETLC

Concurrent Session

B. Austerity in Alberta: Workers Under the Right

Alison McIntosh
Long-term Austerity and Long-term Care Work
Front-line health and social services are vital institutions for most Albertans, yet
they bear the brunt of austerity budgeting. While limited budgets and forced
competition between service providers has clear impacts for the general public
who are using services like public schools, social assistance, harm reduction
sites, and long-term care, neoliberal policymaking also shapes front-line
work in these environments. This presentation draws on preliminary research
investigating the realities of long-term care work in Alberta to outline how
the long arc of neoliberal policymaking lead to the eroded budgets and poor
working conditions currently experienced by workers and care sites. I then
examine possible responses to these challenges, including from labour unions,
service users, and policymakers.
Alison McIntosh is a research manager at Parkland Institute. She has a BA in Human
Geography from the University of Alberta, and a MA in Geography from Simon
Fraser University. Her master’s thesis was part of a SSHRC-funded, communitybased research project about the role that harm reduction service providers play
in supporting food security for low-income people living with HIV who use drugs.
Her work has been published in peer-reviewed journals such as Social Science &
Medicine, Critical Public Health, and Health & Place, as well as in a recent book, Social
Development Research to Promote Inclusion in Canadian Cities. In her work with
Parkland, Alison’s portfolio covers health and social policy, including long-term care
work, and basic income policy.

Heather McPherson

Member of Parliament / Edmonton Strathcona

heather.mcpherson@parl.gc.ca
Follow on
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019

Jason Foster
What Was Old Is New Again (Sort of): Public Sector
Labour Relations under the UCP
The four years of the Rachel Notley government were marked by a noticeable
change in relations between the Alberta government and its public sector
unions. The normally frosty dynamic experienced a thaw, to a degree. The new
UCP government has quickly signaled a return to a more frigid environment,
one reminiscent of previous conservative governments, including threats of
cutbacks, wage rollbacks, and privatization. Except, the economic, political, and
legal landscape has changed. These changes will play a role in determining what
will and won’t happen in the coming years. This presentation examines where
Alberta public sector labour relations have been and explores where it might go
in the coming years.
Jason Foster is associate professor of Human Resources and Labour Relations at
Athabasca University. He is the author of Defying Expectations: The Case of UFCW Local
401 and co-author of Health and Safety in Canadian Workplaces. His research interests
include labour and employment law, occupational health and safety, union renewal,
and migrant worker experiences in Canada. He has published extensively in these
areas.
Before becoming an academic, Jason spent many years working for non-profit
organizations and for the labour movement, including a period as the director of
policy analysis at the Alberta Federation of Labour. Most recently, he served as the
director of policy for former Alberta premier Rachel Notley.
Among other pursuits, Jason is a beer writer and educator. He is the beer columnist
for CBC Radio’s Radioactive, among other beer-related gigs. He is well aware he is
better known for his beer work than for his academic work, and he is okay with that.

3:45 pm – 4:00 pm
ETLC Lobby
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Break

SATURDAY
November 16, 2019
4:00 pm – 5:15 am
Room 1-001, ETLC

Plenary

Kelly Gordon

The State of Contemporary Populist Discourse in Canada
With a string of anti-establishment leaders and parties emerging across the
world, most agree that we are living a populist moment. While the particularities
of populist forces depend on the national context in which they are mobilized,
much of contemporary global populism appeals to a combination of anti-elitist
and nativist arguments.
This presentation examines whether this is true in Canada. Drawing on a mixedmethod analysis of conservative party and activist politics, I argue that rather
than being centered on ethnonational populism, Canadian populist discourse
has been shaped by its own unique national debates and colonial legacy. In
particular, I examine two increasingly salient sites of conservative populism in
Canada: Western regionalist populism and penal populism.
Kelly Gordon is an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at McGill
University. Her research interests engage primarily with North American politics of
gender and political persuasion, with a focus on the role of conceptions and ideals
of gender in conservative political movements in Canada and the United States.
Her 2015 book The Changing Voice of the Changing Voice of the Anti-Abortion
Movement: The Rise of Pro-Woman Rhetoric in Canada and the United States
(co-authored with Paul Saurette) examines the growing importance of female
activists and the rise of “pro-woman” arguments in the movement’s organization
and strategies of persuasion. The book argues that the contemporary anti-abortion
movement has undergone a considerable transformation in its strategic approaches
over the past decade—a shift that has made the movement’s approach to gender
quite distinct from that of earlier Canadian and American anti-abortion activists.
Kelly’s current research examines contemporary gendered and racialized contours
of conservatism in Canada and the United States. Her new book project, tentatively
titled Mobilizing Victimhood: Blaming and Claiming the Victim in Contemporary
Canadian Conservatism, focuses on the relationship between the politics of
victimhood and conservative activist and party politics in Canada. Kelly’s research on
the anti-abortion movement has been awarded the 2014 McMenemy Prize for the
best article in the Canadian Journal of Political Science and the 2016 Donald Smiley
Prize for the best book published in the field of Canadian politics. In 2019, she was
awarded the Governor General Gold Medal.
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SATURDAY
November 16, 2019

5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Dewey’s
(Dewey’s is on the campus
of the University of Alberta
not far from the ETLC.
Please follow the crowd
to the venue.)

Conference Social

Join us for conversation and snacks (cash bar) and be inspired by two of
Edmonton’s finest spoken word artists.

Dwennimmen
Dwennimmen (Shima Aisha Robinson) is an amiskwaciy-wâskahikan (Edmonton)born poet and spoken word artist who embodies, with every literary and scholarly
effort, the ancient meaning of her chosen pen name. Dwennimmen is the name of
an ancient African Adinkra symbol, which means strength, humility, learning and
wisdom. It is no surprise, then, that this veteran of the Alberta poetry community uses
a searing intellect and dynamic precision-of-language to create poetry which ushers
her readers and listeners toward greater understanding and poignant reflection.

Knowmadic
Multi-award-winning Poet Laureate Ahmed Ali, better known as Knowmadic, is a
community organizer, public speaker, actor, musician, comedian and youth worker
who has dedicated his time to empowering communities around the world. He
is passionate about the arts and education. Most importantly, he emphasizes the
importance of equitable representation on all levels of government.
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SUNDAY
November 17, 2019
8:30 am
ETLC Lobby

Doors Open

9:00 am – 10:15 am
Room 1-001, ETLC

Plenary

Demond Drummer

Mobilizations, Moonshots, and Movements: The Promise
of the Green New Deal
Climate change continues unabated. The global economy tumbles into
recession. Authoritarianism is on the march. Enter the Green New Deal.
Demond Drummer is an organizer and civic innovator whose grassroots work in
Chicago has been recognized by the Obama White House, Code for America and the
Aspen Institute. He is currently co-founder and executive director of New Consensus,
a leading organization shaping the Green New Deal in the United States.
Demond developed a true belief in organizing while working as a field organizer in
the South Carolina primary for Barack Obama’s first presidential campaign. There,
he was part of the team that piloted the neighborhood team organizing model that
powered an historic victory in the 2008 presidential election.
Demond returned to Chicago to explore the intersection of organizing and digital
technology. He worked with LISC Chicago to execute the proof of concept for the
Smart Communities Program, which was later awarded $7 million through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Demond went on to launch the Smart
Communities Program in Englewood, a neighborhood on the south side of Chicago.
Drawing inspiration from Septima Clark’s Citizenship Schools, Demond facilitated
digital leadership trainings with block club members, parent leaders in schools and
small business owners. His projects included Englewood Codes, which was cited
in the Chicago Tech Plan as a model youth STEM program, and LargeLots.org, a
community-driven effort that increased by tenfold the number of city-owned vacant
lots reclaimed by homeowners.
As part of the inaugural cohort of the University of Chicago Community Programs
Accelerator, Demond co-founded CoderSpace, a computer science learning lab where
youth develop leadership skills for a changing world. CoderSpace youth have built
websites for local businesses, collected and analyzed data from the edge of space and
launched high school computer science clubs.
An alumnus of Morehouse College, Demond lives in Chicago with his wife and their
daughter.

10:15 am – 10:30 am
ETLC Lobby

Break
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and
pastries by Bon Ton Bakery
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SUNDAY
November 17, 2019
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Room 1-013, ETLC

Concurrent Session

A. Reproductive Rights Under the Right

Carol Williams
Reproduction Matters: A Southern Alberta Case Study
Recent graphic anti-abortion displays and litigation waged by “pro-life” interests
across Alberta challenge the common misconception that reproductive matters
are a private concern. Touching on aspects of contemporary politics impeding
access to reproductive health in Alberta, this presentation contextualizes the
instability of reproductive self-determination. A short history of rhetoric and
policies surrounding reproductive health exemplifies how activism in southern
Alberta is dynamic, informed both by an engaged community of feminist health
activists and religious conservatives who seek increasing state control over
reproductive autonomy.
Carol Williams is a professor cross-appointed between History and Women & Gender
Studies, as well as director of the Centre for Oral History & Tradition at the University
of Lethbridge (Treaty 7 territory). Her teaching specializations are women’s history,
feminist activism, reproductive justice, and incarcerated women.
Her publications include an edited collection, Indigenous Women and Work: From
Labor to Activism (UIllinois 2012); a monograph, Framing the West: Race, Gender, and
the Photographic ‘Frontier’ in the Pacific Northwest (OUP 2003); and more recently,
“Residential School Photographs: The Visual Rhetoric of Indigenous Removal and
Containment” in Photography and Migration, edited by Tanya Sheehan (Routledge
2018) and “Reproductive self-determination and the persistence of ‘family values’ in
Alberta from the 1960s to the 1990s,” in Call To Action: Histories of Women’s Activism
in Western Canada, co-edited by Sarah Carter, Nanci Langford & Claire Thomson
(University of Manitoba Press, forthcoming).

Katelyn Mitchell
Access in Alberta: Understanding Barriers to Abortion and
the Role of Crisis Pregnancy Centres
More than three decades after abortion was decriminalized in Canada following
the R v. Morgentaler decision, consistent and equal access to abortion as a
viable reproductive option has yet to become a reality. Looking to Alberta in
particular, numerous potential barriers remain for those seeking abortion: from
practical concerns of logistics and cost, to debates over public policy, and social
issues of stigmatization. In this presentation, persisting barriers to abortion
information and services in Alberta are examined, with a focus on the impact of
anti-abortion organizations known as crisis pregnancy centres (CPCs). Further,
recommendations for improving access in Alberta moving forward are explored.
In spring 2019, Katelyn Mitchell was awarded a master’s degree in the University
of Lethbridge’s Cultural, Social, and Political Thought program, having received her
BA in Sociology with Great Distinction in 2016. She also contributed to Dr. Claudia
Malacrida’s “Childbirth & Choice” and “Eugenics to Newgenics” projects during her
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time as a research assistant at the University of Lethbridge. Mitchell’s own research
focuses on the experiences of women who have sought abortion services and
information in the context of southern Alberta, and she has presented on this topic
for various academic and public audiences.

Carly Lara Giles
New Terrains of Anti-Abortion Activism: 			
Men and Social Media
The current rise in male-centered anti-abortion content on social media
platforms such as Facebook and YouTube reveals how this content typically tries
to appeal to the emotion of humour. Much of this content, which is attracting
audiences locally and internationally, responds to recent feminist campaigns
with a male reach, such as “He for She” and the “Male Feminists Europe Project.”
Broaching the subject of abortion in order to draw men into their rhetoric,
the use of humour with respect to abortion diverges from traditional antiabortion content, which has centered on dire messages about religion and
fetal personhood, and attempts to evoke sadness and anger. Therefore, videos
represent an attempt by the anti-abortion movement to alter their emotional
angle, in the hope of attracting young men who may not be moved by the grave,
religious tone of traditional “pro-life” messaging.
Carly Giles began her educational career at the University of Lethbridge in 2013,
hoping to pursue a social studies teaching profession. However, through health
science electives and courses such as Liberal Education and Women and History, Giles
fell in love with issues relating to health care laws, access and equity and switched
majors to Public Health, graduating with a Bachelor’s of Health Sciences in 2018.
Reproductive health care is her current favourite research area. This passion started
after working with Dr. Carol Williams to complete a Chinook Grant with a focus on
historical and contemporary sources relating to reproductive health care in southern
Alberta. In 2017, Giles began studying the under-profiled issue of male-centered
online anti-abortion content, which she presented at the 2018 Congress of the Social
Sciences and Humanities at the University of Regina. Giles started law school at the
University of Alberta in fall 2019, hoping to focus on health care law and ways to
increase crucial health care access and equity for all Albertans.
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SUNDAY
November 17, 2019
10:30 am – 11:45 am
Room 1-003, ETLC

Concurrent Session

B. Cutting the Blue Ribbon: Alberta’s Economy in the
Spotlight
The MacKinnon Report misjudged the Alberta economy over the next few
years and focused almost completely on just one aspect—expenditures—in an
attempt to justify draconian cuts aimed at the public sector. Research findings
from a recently published Parkland Institute report reveal the facts ignored
in the MacKinnon Report—the “true” dangers of debt and Alberta’s fiscally
unsustainable revenue structure. The report’s authors examine the reality of
the richest province’s economy and compare our public and private sectors with
those of the other provinces, demonstrating how cutbacks will damage public
services.

Bob Ascah
Bob Ascah was born in Lachine, Quebec. He holds degrees in commerce and public
administration from Carleton University and in 1984 completed his PhD in political
science at the University of Alberta. He joined Alberta’s public service in 1984 and
moved to Alberta Treasury in 1986. At Treasury he was responsible for financial sector
policy, foreign borrowing, and liaison with credit rating agencies. In 1996, he joined
Alberta Treasury Branches, and was responsible for government relations, strategic
planning, and economic research. In August 2009, he was appointed director of
the Institute for Public Economics at the University of Alberta, serving until 2019.
In 1999, his PhD dissertation Politics and Public Debt—The Dominion, the Banks
and Alberta’s Social Credit was published by the University of Alberta Press. He is
presently engaged in editing a manuscript on a sales tax for Alberta to be published
by Athabasca University Press in 2020. His current research interests include Alberta
fiscal history, the history of ATB Financial, and appointments to Alberta agencies. His
blog is abpolecon.ca.

Richard E. Mueller
Richard E. Mueller is professor in the Department of Economics, academic director
of the Lethbridge Branch of the Prairie Regional Research Data Centre, and associate
director of the Educational Policy Research Initiative at the University of Ottawa. Dr.
Mueller holds a BA (Honours) and an MA from the University of Calgary, and a PhD
from the University of Texas at Austin. He began his career at the University of Maine
before joining the University of Lethbridge in 2000. He was seconded to Statistics
Canada from 2009 through 2011 and was chair of the Department of Economics
between 2014 and 2018. Dr. Mueller has a wide range of interests related to education
and labour market policy and has taught and given presentations in Europe, Asia, the
US, Australia, the Middle East and Latin America. His research has been published in
various economics, Canadian studies, and higher education journals, in several edited
volumes and reports, and has been highlighted by a number of media outlets.

11:45 am – 12:00 pm
ETLC Lobby
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SUNDAY
November 17, 2019
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Room 1-001, ETLC

Closing Keynote

Erika Shaker

Labour Intensive: Putting People Back Into Populism
Widespread public disillusionment resulting from inequality and austerity being
inadequately addressed by governments has created a fertile recruiting ground
for right-wing populist politicians and movements. It’s no secret that the right
has largely benefited from this surge. But there remains tremendous room for
progressives to harness the potential of established community networks—
including labour—and social programs in order to organize around a collective,
collaborative, future-looking and justice-based vision. While labour intensive, it
benefits from what we already have in our favour—the sheer number of people
whose families depend on what we have already successfully organized for. And
it’s rooted in the recognition that we deserve and can do better, especially for
future generations.
Erika Shaker is director of education and outreach for the National office of the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives in Ottawa. She researches, speaks, comments,
and writes on a wide range of education-related issues from early childhood
education, to K-12, to post-secondary. Areas of interest include corporatization,
privatization and commercialism; standardization and authentic assessment; funding
equity; intergenerational inequality; and community engagement. She also edits the
popular education journal Our Schools/Our Selves, which has recently gone digital.
Prior to joining the CCPA, she worked in Washington DC, monitoring the
corporatization of childhood, and eventually co-founded the now-defunct Center
for Commercial-free Public Education (formerly based on Oakland, CA). Erika has two
kids currently in the public education system after having benefited from an excellent
community-based co-operatively run neighbourhood daycare. She spends far too
much time on social media posting about politics, pop culture, and sarcasm, and is
also increasingly worried about the death of irony.
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Before You Go

Parkland People
Parkland People – the special people who support Parkland Institute and the
Parkland Conference with their ideas, volunteer work, and money – make it
all work. Without you, Parkland does not exist.
Please consider becoming a monthly donor (there’s a reason it’s called
sustaining support – it is the sustenance on which the institute runs) or
making a one-time donation. Donation forms are available in the lobby. You
can also become a monthly sustaining donor or make a one-time donation
online at parklandinstitute.ca/donate.

Feedback Forms
Your feedback is critical to our planning for future conferences and other
programming. Please fill in the conference feedback form before you leave,
or take your time and return it to us in person or via mail to:
Parkland Institute
1-12 Humanities Centre
University of Alberta
Edmonton AB T6G 2E5

Hand In Your Nametags
Please hand in your nametag to the volunteers in the front lobby and return
your coffee/tea mugs to the beverage stations. We will re-use the nametags
to save money and the environment. The mugs are rented and we will have
to pay a replacement fee for every mug that we lose.

Save the Date!

Parkland Institute’s Seasonal Open House
December 12, 2019
5pm – 9pm

3rd Floor Humanities Centre, University of Alberta
PARKLAND INSTITUTE • UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA
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Give the Gift
of a Fresh
Perspective.
Visit us at our Parkland booth to subscribe, give gifts
or renew—$20 renewals or subscriptions; $15 gifts.
Subscribe online: albertaviews.ca/subcscribe

