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On February 25, Treasury Board President and Finance Minister Travis Toews presents his third budget,
the first item on the UCP government’s spring agenda. Albertans will be watching closely to see how the
UCP government frames its budget at a �me of great uncertainty. Facing large deficits in the immediate
and medium term, this budget will update the public about the projected deficit for 2020-21 and
numbers for future years. Bob Ascah will moderate the session. A ques�on and answer period with the
panellists will take place at the conclusion of the panellists’ opening remarks. Please join our expert
speakers represen�ng a spectrum of economic spheres and poli�cal perspec�ves as they provide their
insights, analysis and opinions. This event is sold out. Registrants will receive an invita�on the
morning of the event.

Speakers

Pedro Antunes is the chief economist, thought leader and spokesperson for
the Conference Board’s suite of economic forecast products, as well as other
reports and economic indicators that relate to Canada and its regions. Mr.
Antunes has provided expert tes�mony before parliamentary commi�ees. He
makes numerous presenta�ons on economic topics and dialogues with Canadian
leaders, the public and media about issues important to Canada.

Mr. Antunes joined the Conference Board in 1991 a�er working with the
Canadian Forecas�ng Group at the Bank of Canada. In addi�on to his

contribu�on to regular forecast products, Mr. Antunes led research on the impact of demographic
change on the financial sustainability of public health care, produc�vity and other issues affec�ng the
long-term economic growth for Canada and its provinces. He also worked on several interna�onal
projects, helping decision-makers in Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan and Ukraine develop appropriate
forecas�ng and policy analysis tools. Mr. Antunes holds an MA (Economics) from Queen's University and
a BA (Honours Economics) from Bishop's University.

Trevor W. Harrison is a professor of sociology at the University of
Lethbridge and director of Parkland Ins�tute, an Alberta-wide research
organiza�on, of which he was a founding member and first research director.
Dr. Harrison is best known for his studies in poli�cal sociology, poli�cal
economy and public policy. He is the author, co-author or co-editor of nine
books, numerous journal ar�cles, chapters, and reports, and a frequent
contributor to public media, including radio and television.



Ron Kneebone is scien�fic director of the Social Policy & Health research
division in The School of Public Policy at the University of Calgary. His published
research has dealt with issues of government financing, deficits and debt reduc�on
and more recently on issues of poverty reduc�on and the economics of
homelessness. In 2017 he served on the Yukon Financial Advisory Panel tasked with
advising the government on delivering on its priori�es.

Ken Kobly has been the President and CEO of the Alberta Chambers of
Commerce (ACC) since February 2005. Over 16 years of speaking for the chambers
of commerce federa�on, which represents more than 25,000 businesses in Alberta,
Ken has developed the ACC’s profile as a strong, consistent voice for Alberta
business. Provincial, na�onal and interna�onal media regularly turn to the ACC for
comment on business-related issues. Ken has a background in accoun�ng, serving as
a member of the provincial board of the Cer�fied General Accountants Associa�on
of Alberta and as president in 1988-89. In recogni�on of his service, Ken was
honoured as one of 100 CGAs who have made a difference. He is a recipient of the

Queen’s Golden Jubilee Ci�zenship Medal, recognized as one of Alberta’s 50 most influen�al people in
2016 by Alberta Venture Magazine, and was recognized as Canadian Chamber of Commerce Execu�ve of
the Year in 2018. Ken spent two decades on the municipal council of the Town of Beaumont and was
mayor of the town for 12 years. He con�nues to live in Beaumont with his wife, Peggy, and has four
children and five grandchildren.

Sheila Pra� is a long�me observer of Alberta poli�cs and was a writer and
editor at the Edmonton Journal and Calgary Herald. She con�nues her career as
freelance television and radio commentator and is co-author of a book Running on
Empty, Alberta A�er the Boom.


