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We would like to thank the generous support of the following sponsors for helping us make this conference possible:

“The precariat, a class-in-the-making, is 
the first mass class in history that has 
systematically been losing rights built 

up for citizens...

As more people come to understand 
their situation in the precariat, 

recognition will translate into a common 
consciousness and become a force for 
change. Instead of despair, inadequacy 
or bewilderment, feelings could soon 

move through the gears, from passivity 
to resistance to active movement. “

– Guy Standing



PEOPLE VS PROFITEERS: DEMANDING JUSTICE AND EQUITY • November 21-23, 20142

greetings from

Trevor Harrison
Dear conference participants,
 
Welcome to Parkland’s eighteenth 
annual fall conference. The 
institute has long prided itself on 
addressing topics that are both 
current and vitally important to 
the economic, political, and social 
health of Albertans and Canadians 
at large.

The title of this year’s conference, 
“People vs Profiteers: Demanding 
Justice and Equity,” deals with the 
growing problem of inequality in 
the world, in Canada, and – to a 
degree too often missed – also in 
Alberta.

 A few quick facts will suffice. 
A report prepared for Oxfam 
earlier this year revealed that the 
wealthiest 85 people in the world 
now possess 50 percent of its 
wealth. Since 2007, the number of 
billionaires in the world has risen 
from 946 to 1,645 today. Of those 
billionaires, the number in Canada 
today stands at 31 – up from 20 in 
2009.

At the other end of the spectrum 
are those who are being left out 
altogether. While families in the 
top 20 percent in Canada possess 
over 67 percent of the wealth, 
families in the bottom 20 percent 
in fact hold negative wealth – a 
median income of minus $11,000 
in 2012. 

In between are middle-income 
families, a group an Employment 
and Social Development report 
in September 2013 stated 

was “increasingly vulnerable 
to financial shocks.” Despite 
enormous wealth production over 
the past thirty years, the situation 
of the middle class in Canada and 
elsewhere has scarcely budged. 
Statistics Canada date for Alberta 
shows that, even in Canada’s 
economic heartland, the real 
wages of the bottom 90 percent of 
workers has not increased in thirty 
years. 

The impact of growing inequality 
and poverty is evidenced in several 
ways. In 2014, Canadian food 
banks assisted on average 850,000 
people each month, of which 36 
percent were children and youth. A 
report published in 2013 estimates 
that “at least 200,000 Canadians 
access homeless emergency 
services or sleep outside in a given 
year” and that “at least 30,000 are 
homeless on a given night.” These 
are not just statistics, however: they 
are real people.

Of course, inequality does not 
hit everyone equally. In general, 
women, youth, and minorities are 
most negatively impacted. There 
is a common misconception that 
those struggling economically are 
unemployed. But this is far from 
the case. Around the world, many 
of the very poorest in fact work. But 
the jobs often pay meager wages 
with few or no benefits; and also 
the jobs are insecure or part-time 
– a class position, the “precariat,” 
that is the subject of Parkland’s 
keynote address this year by Dr. 
Guy Standing. 

Contributing to rising inequality 
has been increasing attacks on 
the rights of workers and on 
the capacity of unions to protect 
workers. These issues will also be 
raised during the conference. 

What is the solution? Increased 
government regulation? A shift 
in the manner or our concepts of 
development? Tax and/or labour 
reforms? In an attempt to answer 
these questions, Parkland has once 
again brought together a stellar 
group of community and academic 
experts from within and outside 
Alberta. 

Ultimately, as with all of our 
conferences, the biggest question 
of all is, “What kind of society do 
we want – today and in the future?”

Parkland conferences provide the 
opportunity to meet new people 
and catch up on old friendships. As 
in the past, I hope this conference 
also informs you and inspires you 
to act. Please renew your Parkland 
membership, and make a donation, 
so Parkland can continue to make 
a difference. Parkland relies on 
contributions from you, and people 
like you, to thrive. Finally, I want to 
personally invite you to come speak 
with me to discuss your concerns 
and insights.

 
Warm regards to all,
 
Trevor Harrison
The Director and Co-founder, 
Parkland Institute
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7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
1-430, CCIS

9:00 am – 10:15 am
1-430, CCIS

10:45 am – 12:00 pm
A. 1-140, CCIS

B. 1-160, CCIS

KEYNOTE

GUY STANDING
A Precariat Charter: A Progressive Agenda for Today’s 
Dangerous Class
Guy Standing, economist and best-selling author, from the University of London, 
will be speaking to his theory of the Precariat as an emerging social class. This 
important concept relates to how job insecurity within the globalized system 
impacts immigrants and migrants, as well as young educated people and 
society at large.  

CONCURRENT

On the Fault Lines of Poverty 
Jordan Hamilton, Calgary Drop-In and Rehab Centre - 
Housing in Calgary

John Kolkman, Edmonton Social Planning Council -    
The Intersection of Poverty and Inequality

Labour and Migrancy in Canada 
Yasmeen Abu-Laban, University of Alberta
International Migrants and Canadian Politics.

Gil McGowan, Alberta Federation of Labour
Temporary Foreign Workers and Alberta Unions

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm Doors Open North Lecture Theatres, CCIS
Ken Armstrong’s Photo exhibit “A View into the Circle”in the PCL Lounge

8:30 am – 9:00 am Doors Open North Lecture Theatres, CCIS

10:15 am – 10:45 am
PCL Lounge, CCIS
 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
Basement of North 
Lecture Theatres, CCIS

November 21, 2014

November 22, 2014

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

PLENARY

Building Power to Win: Organizing Versus Mobilizing
Jane McAlevey, New York 
Inequality of power is at the base of all other forms, therefore the key to 
progressive movements is building base from the bottom-up.

BREAK         
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and Pastries by 
Bon Ton Bakery

LUNCH         
Catered lunch by Upper Crust for those who have purchased the meal plan 
(stamp on nametag indicates meal plan has been purchased)
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1:00 pm – 2:15 pm
1-430, CCIS

PLENARY

How Alberta’s Tax and Budget Policies Undermine 
Women’s Equality – Yes, there are other alternatives!
Kathleen Lahey – Queens University
What factors have led to the current situation, and key steps to realign fiscal 
fairness overall with democratic principles and Alberta’s unique advantages

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm
PCL Lounge, CCIS
 

BREAK         
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and Pastries by 
Bon Ton Bakery

2:30 pm – 3:45 pm 
A. 1-140, CCIS

B. 1-160, CCIS

CONCURRENT

Winning the Alberta Tax Debate 
Bill Moore-Kilgannon, Public Interest Alberta
Alberta Could… Advocate for Fair Taxation

Shannon Stunden Bower, Parkland
Addressing Injustice in Alberta’s Tax System

The State of the Unions-  Alberta 
David Campanella, Parkland
Union Organizing and Impacts in Alberta

Heather Smith, President of United Nurses of Alberta

Elisabeth Ballermann, Head of the Health Sciences Association  
of Alberta

3:45 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK PCL Lounge, CCIS

4:00 pm – 5:15 pm
1-430, CCIS

PLENARY

Fighting Inequality and Sharing the Knowledge of How 
to Combine
Elaine Bernard, Harvard University 
How can unions work towards greater equality? Why is this right to organize 
important not only to union members but also to society at large and at the core 
of our democracy?

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Dewey’s Lounge in the old Powerplant, U of A campus (Doors open at 6pm)

CANADIAN PREMIERE! With Q&A session with 
filmmaker Theo Badashi.
Featured at the People’s 
Climate March in NY in 
September, this powerful 
documentary captures the 
movement across the USA 
to transition to renewable 
energy and what everyday 
people can do to help 
foster the shift.

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE
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12:00 pm – 1:15 pm
1-430, CCIS

9:00 am – 10:15 am
1-430, CCIS

10:30 am – 11:45 am
A. 1-140, CCIS

B. 1-160, CCIS

CONCURRENT

Tar Sands and Indigenous Peoples 
Crystal Lameman, Beaver Lake Cree - 
Using a rights-based approach to promote self-determination, land rights, and 
the rights of Indigenous peoples: Innovative Legal Strategies and the Beaver 
Lake Cree Nation

Eriel Deranger, Athabasca Chipewyan First Nations -
The corporate onslaught facing First Nations

Fringe Finance and Fictitious Capital 
Trevor Harrison, Parkland, University of Lethbridge -
The Dead Hand of Finance Capital 

Rob Aitken, University of Alberta -
Capital at its Fringes

8:30 am – 9:00 am Doors Open North Lecture Theatres, CCIS

10:15 am – 10:30 am
PCL Lounge, CCIS
 

November 23, 2014
SUNDAY

PLENARY

Will the Rich Corner Needed Energy Supplies and Leave 
the Rest Shivering in the Dark?
Gordon Laxer  
Gordon’s talk will address the social justice, equality and human rights issues 
around an energy constrained future and what citizens can do about it

BREAK         
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and Pastries by 
Bon Ton Bakery

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

11:45 am – 12:00 pm
PCL Lounge, CCIS
 

BREAK         
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and tea from Earth’s General Store and Pastries by 
Bon Ton Bakery

KEYNOTE

STEPHANIE ROSS
Class, Inequality and Workers: Labour Movements and 
the Unfinished Struggle for Democracy
In the face of government attacks its organizational power, it’s worth revisiting 
the role of the labour movement in class-divided societies.



GENERAL INFORMATION FOR CONFERENCE GOERS

1. Coffee and pastries will be provided Saturday and Sunday morning.

2. Please bring your own mug. Disposable compostable cups can be 
purchased for $2.

3. Lunch for Saturday is included in your registration fee, unless you 
opted out of the lunch plan on your registration form. Lunch will have 
vegetarian and gluten free options. If you haven’t purchased lunch, 
please feel free to brown bag it. There are also some vendors open on 
the main floor of the Students’ Union Building. All leftovers from our 
catered lunch will be sold by donation 15 minutes before the end of 
lunch break.

4. Your full-registration fee includes:
 - Guy Standing keynote presentation
 - All plenary and concurrent sessions  
 - Saturday lunch (opt out option available)
 - Saturday Night Film 

5.   Parking Options

• Parking lot E is located directly in front of the CCIS North entrance, off 
Saskatchewan Drive ($5/hr) 

• Street Parking ($3.50/hr)
• Windsor Car Park 116st & 92ave: (Evenings: 4:30pm – 6:00am: $5.00). 

(Weekends: $5.00 flat rate – BEST VALUE!)

6. Please complete the conference feedback form that is in your 
conference package. You can also fill in an evaluation form online from 
our conference website (http://parklandinstitute.ca/fallconference2014) 
Your comments, ideas and suggestions are very important to us in our 
planning of future Parkland events.

Thank You Volunteers!
This conference has happened because of the time and energy that so many 
people have given freely. Over the conference you will see many people with 
VOLUNTEER nametags who will be helping with registration, ushering, 
food and more. Please help us thank them for their time. We couldn’t make 
this conference happen without them.

We would also like to recognize the time, commitment and creative energy 
of the conference committee that brought it all together over the last ten 
months.

Thank you to Mark Koeppen of Ktnexus (video editing and livestreaming), 
and Ryan Williams AV Coordinator.

Special thanks go to Flavio Rojas, who has once again worked so many 
hours to design our functional and beautiful conference material, and to 
Rob Butz, who undertook the website design and management.
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RESPECTING DISCUSSION TIME

Parkland conferences include a significant amount of discussion time in 
most sessions because we recognize how knowledgeable our participants 
are. We encourage the sharing of this knowledge; at the same time, we need 
to acknowledge the frustration of an audience held captive by “the ranter.” 

Here are few ideas to maximize our learning time.

IN GENERAL

1.  We are all here for a common purpose.

2.  Treat others the way you want to be treated.

3.  Value dialogue: Everyone has something to contribute.

4.  An honest and positive environment fosters better discussions, ideas  
and results.

5.  Balance seriousness with humour – life is short!

SPECIFICALLY

People who haven’t yet spoken get priority. 

The speaking list will also be altered to balance gender, age, and race.

Don’t keep repeating yourself.

Please do not campaign at the mic. 

Do not interrupt the facilitator or presenters while they are speaking.  
There will be time at the end to ask questions or make comments.

Do share your knowledge, experiences, and ideas - don’t be shy.   
Be constructive. 

Keep your comments on topic.

Be brief. Keep relevant personal stories extremely brief.

Be conscious of how much space you take up or how much you speak in a 
group. Practice “stepping up, stepping back” so we can each contribute to 
equal participation.

PLEASE POST YOUR INFORMATION ON THE COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCEMENT BOARD FOUND IN THE PCL LOUNG

If you must share your event with the group, tell the facilitator at least 5 
minutes before the session starts and he/she will leave a few moments for 
you at the end of the session.
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6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Doors Open
North Lecture Theatres, CCIS

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 1-430, CCIS Facilitator: Trevor Harrison
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November 21, 2014
FRIDAY

Photo Exhibit: “A view into the circle” 
We are pleased to feature the photography of Ken Armstrong in the PCL 
Lounge. “A view into the circle” is a hard hitting, contemporary look at the 
effects of residential schools and the work that is being done to reclaim 
culture and identity.

Inequality is and always has been about class. Globalisation, technological changes 
and the neo-liberal economic model have combined to generate a new global 
class structure, in which the largest rapidly growing class is the precariat. Mired 
in insecurities, this can be defined in terms of distinctive relations of production, 
distinctive relations of distribution and distinctive relations to the state. It is a 
class-in-the-making, not yet a class-for-itself, and it is a dangerous class because 
it is internally divided into three factions and because all three are rejecting the 
mainstream political establishments.

What is needed is a new progressive agenda that could unite enough of the 
components of the precariat and offer the hope that the precariat could become 
strong enough to force the state to abolish the conditions that define its existence.

This talk will outline a Precariat Charter, consisting of policies and institutional 
changes that would strengthen the precariat’s freedom, reduce the chronic insecurity 
that it faces and redistribute the key assets in order to shape a Good Society for the 
21st century.

The presentation will draw on a recent book, A Precariat Charter: From Denizens to 
Citizens.

Guy Standing is Professor of Economics at SOAS, University of London, and was 
previously Professor of Economic Security at the University of Bath and Professor of 
Labour Economics at Monash University in Melbourne. Before that, he was Director 
of the ILO’s Socio-Economic Security Programme (1999-2005) and Director of the 
ILO’s Labour Market Policies Branch.

An economist, with a Ph.D. from Cambridge University, and a Master’s Degree in 
industrial relations from the University of Illinois, he is a founder and co-President 
of the Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN), an NGO promoting basic income as 
a right, with members in over 50 countries. He has been adviser and consultant 
to many international agencies, including the UNDP, UNICEF, World Bank, 
European Commission and DFID, as well as many governments and trades unions. 
In 1995-96, he was research director for President Mandela’s Labour Market Policy 
Commission, when he co-authored, with John Sender and John Weeks, Restructuring 
the Labour Market – The South African Challenge.

Recent books are The Precariat: The New Dangerous Class (Bloomsbury, 2011), Social 
Income and Insecurity in Gujarat (Routledge, 2010), and Work after Globalization: 
Building Occupational Citizenship (Elgar, 2009). The Precariat has been translated 
into thirteen languages.

Guy Standing
A Precariat Charter: A 

Progressive Agenda for 
today’s Dangerous Class

KEYNOTE



8:30 am - 9:00 am Doors Open
North Lecture Theatres, CCIS

9:00 am – 10:15 am 
Room 1-430, CCIS 

Plenary Session

Building Power to Win: Organizing Versus 
Mobilizing

10:15 am - 10:45 am
PCL Lounge, CCIS

Break 
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and te from Earth’s General Store and 
Pastries by Bon Ton Bakery
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November 22, 2014
SATURDAY

Jane McAlevey

The root cause of social and economic inequality is an inequality of power. The 
key to rebuilding a powerful progressive movement is a return to bottom-up base 
building. Yet too often today, organizations and movements confuse mobilizing 
mechanisms versus strategies that rely on a deeper form of organizing, one that 
places ordinary people at the center of struggles for change.

Jane McAlevey is a Ph.D. candidate in Sociology at the CUNY Graduate Center. 
Before academia, she worked for 20 years an organizer in the labor and 
environmental justice movements. She is a regular contributor to The Nation 
magazine, which chose her book, “Raising Expectations and Raising Hell” (Verso 
2012), as the “most valuable book of 2012.”



10:45 am – 12:00 pm 
Room 1-140, CCIS

Concurrent Session

A. Labour and Migrancy in Canada

November 22, 2014
SATURDAY
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Yasmeen Abu-Laban is Professor of Political Science at the University of Alberta. 
Her research interests centre on the Canadian and comparative dimensions of 
ethnic and gender politics; nationalism, globalization and processes of racialization; 
immigration policies and politics; surveillance and border control; and citizenship 
theory. 

Dr. Abu-Laban serves on the editorial board of Canadian Ethnics Studies/Études 
ethnique au Canada  and has served on the Board of the Directors of the Canadian 
Political Science Association (CPSA), as well as the CPSA Diversity Task Force.  
She was also Programme Chair for the CPSA Annual Conference celebrating the 
centennial of the Canadian Political Science Association, which was held at the 
University of Alberta in 2012.  

A recipient of the University of Alberta Faculty of Arts Research Excellence Award 
(2005), a McCalla Research Professorship (2006-2007), and a Killam Annual 
Professorship (2013-2014), her current funded research from the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) includes a project with Abigail 
B. Bakan addressing the United Nations and world conferences against racism and 
racial discrimination.

Yasmeen Abu-Laban
International Migrants and 

Canadian Politics

Gil McGowan
Temporary Foreign Workers and 

Alberta Unions

Gil McGowan is a longtime political and labour movement activist with a 
committed track record of standing up for working people. He was elected 
President of the Alberta Federation of Labour in 2005, following 10 years working 
as Communications Director for the AFL. His work at the AFL has garnered him 
numerous national communications awards, including for his work on union 
newspapers, radio ad campaigns, research booklets and public relations campaigns. 
McGowan is the former Editor and Assistant Editor of the AFL’s award-winning 
newspaper, Labour News. Before joining the AFL, McGowan was a journalist for 
Canadian Press and the Edmonton Journal. He has a B.A. in History from the 
University of Alberta and a Master in Journalism from Carleton University in 
Ottawa. He is a member of Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Local 1118 in 
Edmonton

“Migrants”...“Immigration”...“Temporary Foreign Workers”... Join Yasmeen 
and Gil as they begin to unpack these complexities from Canadian and Albertan 
perspectives.



10:45 am – 12:00 pm 
Room 1-160, CCIS

Concurrent Session

B. On the Fault Lines of Poverty

November 22, 2014
SATURDAY
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Jordan Hamilton
Housing in Calgary

John Kolkman
The Intersection of Poverty 

and Inequality

Increased demand is pushing housing starts in the Calgary region to an elevated 
level. Housing starts in the region are forecast to rise by 24 per cent in 2014 from 
last year. Despite this trend, homelessness in Calgary is increasing. This presentation 
explores where low income people (currently homeless) used to live in Calgary, 
where they want to live, and whether or not we are building appropriate housing.

Jordan Hamilton has worked for the United Nations and the World Bank. He 
is currently employed by the Calgary Drop-In & Rehab Centre, Canada’s largest 
homeless shelter. He has been awarded a Master’s degree in economics, a MBA and 
the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal for making a “significant contribution 
to Canada”.

Over one in ten Albertans lives in poverty.  Most of the real income gains over the 
past 30 years have been made by the richest 1% of Albertans.  There is nothing 
inevitable or irreversible about this.  Poverty persists and inequality grows because of 
bad policy choices made over recent decades. This presentation will explore the most 
recent trends, and then outline better public policy options to significantly reduce 
poverty and enhance social and economic equality. 

John Kolkman is the Research Coordinator for the Edmonton Social Planning 
Council, a non-profit social research organization focusing on solutions to poverty 
and low income challenges.  Since joining the Council in 2006, John has researched 
and written on social policy issues including poverty, wealth and income inequality, 
removing employment barriers for those with low and modest incomes, social deter-
minants of health, affordable housing, and neighbourhood revitalization.

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Lunch – 
Catered lunch by Upper Crust 
available for those who have 
purchased the meal plan 
(Smiley or stamp on nametag 
indicates meal plan has been 
purchased) 

Lunch Basement of North 
Lecture Theatres, CCIS



2:15 pm - 2:30 pm Break PCL Lounge, CCIS

1:00 pm – 2:15 pm 
Room 1-430, CCIS

Plenary

How Alberta’s Tax and Budget Policies Undermine 
Women’s Equality — Yes, there are other 
alternatives!

November 22, 2014
SATURDAY
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Kathleen Lahey

Since 2000, the combination of Alberta’s flat-rated personal and corporate 
income tax systems, lack of broad-based consumption taxes, growing reliance on 
nonrenewable energy resource development for government revenues, and adoption 
of neoliberal economic thinking has rapidly undermined women’s economic, social, 
and political status in the province. By 2005, Statistics Canada had documented 
regression from the goal of sex equality described as ‘worse than in the 1950s’ on 
some counts, and Alberta’s unwillingness to change its fiscal course portends further 
regression and rising inequalities well into the future.

This lecture outlines the key factors leading to this situation, and outlines key 
steps that need to be taken to bring Alberta women – and fiscal fairness overall – 
back into alignment with democratic principles and Alberta’s unique advantages. 
Recommendations on how changes in personal and corporate income tax rates and 
credits, expanded sources of tax revenue, and new ways of thinking about human 
development as well as about economic development will be outlined, including the 
case for building public programs around women’s and families’ needs, empowering 
Aboriginal and low-income people, and taking advantage of women’s own dreams 
and hopes for their futures.

Kathleen A. Lahey is Professor and Queen’s National Scholar, Faculty of Law, Cross-
appointed Dept. of Gender Studies and Graduate Program in Cultural Studies, 
Queen’s University.  She specializes in all aspects of tax law and policy, comparative 
fiscal studies, equality law, and queer law; recently published ‘Taking Back the Budget: 
Feminist Institutional, Gender-Based, and Gender Budget Analysis’ (Iananna, 2014)



2:30 pm – 3:45 pm 
Room 1-140, CCIS

November 22, 2014
SATURDAY
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Concurrent Session

A. Winning the Alberta Tax Debate
 
Many Albertans are unaware that our current system of flat income tax and low 
corporate taxes benefit only the extremely wealthy and disadvantages the vast 
majority of Albertans. In this session, we will explore the connection between 
Alberta’s tax system and income inequality on the one hand and underfunded 
public services on the other. In working together to win the tax debate, 
Albertans could achieve greater justice and equity.

Bill Moore-Kilgannon
Alberta Could… Advocate 

for Fair Taxation

Shannon Stunden Bower
Addressing Injustice in Alberta’s 

Tax System

Bill Moore-Kilgannon, Executive Director of Public Interest Alberta, will explain how 
PIA and partner organizations are educating and mobilizing Albertans through the 
advocacy campaign “Alberta Could”. He will help lead a discussion about how we can 
reestablish a progressive income tax system and fair corporate taxes by connecting 
with a positive vision of what Alberta could achieve.

Prior to PIA, Bill Moore-Kilgannon worked in Ottawa as the Director of Campaigns 
and Communications of the Council of Canadians from 2001 – 2004 and he was the 
Executive Director of the Parkland Institute from 1997 - 2001

Shannon Stunden Bower will connect recent research on Alberta’s income tax 
system to the issue of economic inequality. Arguing that it is time to move from 
identifying the problem of inequality to pushing for solutions in tax reform, she will 
engage audience members in a dialogue about how best to do so.

Shannon Stunden Bower is the research director at Parkland Institute. She conducts 
research on political, economic, social and environmental issues in western Canada. 
Stunden Bower has a background in social and environment justice issues, and is 
the author of numerous reports and articles dealing with historical, geographical, 
and public policy issues.  She holds a PhD in Geography from the University of 
British Columbia and lives in Edmonton. 



Heather Smith

2:30 pm – 3:45 pm 
Room 1-160, CCIS

November 22, 2014
SATURDAY

Concurrent Session

B. The State of the Unions – Alberta
 
This presentation will examine the current state and impact of unions 
in Alberta. Recent trends in union membership and organizing indicate 
that organized labour in Alberta is in a precarious position. But, as 
the presentation will show, the evidence also indicates that unions 
nonetheless provide substantial economic and social benefits to workers 
in the province. 
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David Campanella
Union Organizing and Impacts 

in Alberta

David Campanella was the Research Manager at Parkland Institute from 2011 to 
2014, where he researched issues of privatization, oil development, and health care. 
David holds a Master’s degree in Environmental Studies from York University, where 
he focused on political economy. He now lives in Toronto.

Heather Smith is president of the United Nurses of Alberta, which represents more 
than 30,000 Registered Nurses, Registered Psychiatric Nurses and allied health care 
workers throughout Alberta.

Smith is a Registered Nurse, and after moving to Alberta from Ontario she worked 
at the Edmonton General Hospital, where she served for five years as president of 
UNA Local 79. She was elected to the presidency of UNA in 1988 and has served in 
that capacity ever since. She has been a member of every UNA provincial negotiating 
committee since 1985.

Smith is an active supporter of the Parkland Institute and other groups dedicated 
to advocating for the protection and enhancement of universal public health care in 
Canada and Alberta.



Elaine Bernard

4:00 pm – 5:15 pm 
Room 1-430, CCIS

Plenary

Fighting Inequality and Sharing the Knowledge of 
How to Combine 

What do unions really do?  Why does Canadian and international human rights 
policy recognize the right to organize and join unions and to collective bargaining as 
a fundamental right (and not a privilege)?  And why is this right important not only 
to union members but also to society at large and at the core of our democracy.

Elaine Bernard is the Executive Director of the Labor and Worklife Program at 
Harvard Law School and the Harvard Trade Union Program. Born and raised in 
Canada, Bernard has a BA from the University of Alberta, a MA from the University 
of British Columbia and a Ph.D. from Simon Fraser University.  Bernard, a lifelong 
unionist and activists, is a popular public speaker who brings a refreshing balance of 
humour and passion for worker rights to her talks and teaching.  She has conducted 
courses on a wide variety of topics for unions, community groups, universities 
and government departments. Her current research and teaching interests are 
in the areas of international comparative labour movements, union leadership 
and governance, and the role of unions in promoting civil society, democracy and 
equality.

Elisabeth Ballermann

November 22, 2014
SATURDAY
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Elisabeth Ballermann has an extensive background inside and outside HSAA. She 
has been president of Health Sciences since 1995, becoming the first president 
elected by the membership. Elisabeth joined HSAA in 1980 when she started her 
health care career as a physical therapist at the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital. 
In 1986, Elisabeth joined the HSAA staff as a labour relations officer and later 
became president of the HSAA Staff Association. In order to enhance her academic 
background in labour relations, Elisabeth graduated with a Bachelor of Laws from 
the University of Alberta.

After five years of hard work, Elisabeth helped bring HSAA into the “House of 
Labour” in 2003. Her affiliation involvement includes vice president positions 
with NUPGE and the AFL and participation on finance and pensions committees. 
Elisabeth is the only union representative on the Pharmacy Sector Steering 
Committee coordinated by Human Resources and Skills Development Canada. 
The committee is conducting an occupational study of pharmacists and pharmacy 
technicians. Elisabeth is also HSAA’s representative on the boards for the Friends of 
Medicare and the Parkland Institute.

Elisabeth’s extensive community service was recognized in 2005 with the awarding 
of the Alberta Centennial Medal.

3:45 pm - 4:00 pm Break PCL Lounge, CCIS



7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Dewey’s Lounge in the old Powerplant, U of A campus

November 22, 2014
SATURDAY
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With Q&A session with filmmaker Theo Badashi.

Featured at the People’s Climate March in NY in September, this powerful 
documentary captures the movement across the USA to transition to 
renewable energy and what everyday people can do to help foster the 
shift, The Future of Energy was entirely crowd-funded and has been 
featured in Origin and Treehugger Magazines.

Theo Badashi is the co-writer and host of The Future of Energy, a 
documentary love story about the renewable energy revolution that’s 
sweeping the planet. In this Q&A session with Theo, we will explore the 
role of artists, activists, and educators in creating a new vision of social 
and ecological justice through the lens of evolutionary philosophy and 
media.

“100% renewable energy is not a dream. The technology is there. The 
money is there. We only need the belief and the political will to create this 
inspiring reality. That’s why The Future of Energy is such an important 
film. Watch it. Share it. And let’s create the future of clean energy NOW.” 
- Jurriaan Kamp, co-founder and editor-in-chief The Intelligent Optimist

For more info: http://www.thefutureofenergy.org/

Canadian Premiere! 
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8:30 am - 9:00 am Doors Open
North Lecture Theatres, CCIS

9:00 am – 10:15 am 
Room 1-430, CCIS 

Plenary Session

Will the rich corner needed energy supplies and 
leave the rest shivering in the dark?

November 23, 2014
SUNDAY

Gordon Laxer

Despite the boomlet in U.S. fracked oil, world oil production is not rising and will 
soon fall. The low oil prices and cheap transportation that underlay globalization in 
the 1990s will never reappear. Oil prices will rise astronomically. The same is true 
of natural gas. The growth of wind, solar and other truly green energy sources will 
cushion falling carbon energy supplies somewhat, but cannot replace them. In two 
or three decades, people will have access to much less energy than today.

In an energy constrained world, who will have access to sufficient energy will be 
one of this century’s great struggles for basic needs against the powerful. Will 
everyone have enough energy for cooking, refrigeration, a heated home, and basic 
transportation, or will the rich and the world’s generals commandeer the lion’s share 
of much reduced energy supplies?

Britain pledges to wipe out fuel poverty by 2018 and the EU requires all member 
states to address fuel poverty. But, although we live in the second coldest country in 
the world, most Canadians haven’t thought about or discussed it.

My talk addresses the social justice, equality and human rights issues around an 
energy constrained future and what citizens can do about it. 

Gordon Laxer is the founding Director of Parkland Institute. He taught Political 
Economy at the U of A for 31 years, and wrote or edited five books and over 35 
journal articles and book chapters. Laxer is now an author on permanent sabbatical. 
His latest book, soon to be published, is on energy and ecological security for 
Canadians. 

“Freezing in the Dark: Oil independence for Canada”- From his new book: “coming 
energy scarcity and astronomical prices, and the danger that the rich and the military 
will corner the supplies and leave ordinary folk w/o adequate energy to keep warm 
and get to their jobs - fuel poverty, where families have to pay over 10% of their 
income to heat their homes(UK).”

10:15 am - 10:30 am Break PCL Lounge, CCIS



10:30 am – 11:45 am 
Room 1-140, CCIS

Concurrent Session

A. Tar Sands and Indigenous Peoples

November 23, 2014
SUNDAY

Crystal Lameman
Using a Rights-based Approach 
to Promote Self-Determination, 
Land Rights, and the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples: Innovative 
Legal Strategies and the Beaver 

Lake Cree Nation

Although the Beaver Lake Cree’s rights to hunt and fish for all time are enshrined 
in Treaty 6, their land is being usurped by the tar sands industry, which destroys the 
very habitat of the animals and fish they depend on and when those ecosystems are 
being affected, the inherent right to sustain themselves is affected, which means 
their Constitutionally protected rights are violated, giving Treaty title holders grounds 
to sue.  Which the Beaver Lake Cree did in 2008.  Alberta and Canada have far 
exceeded the land’s capacity for development.  They have recklessly authorized tar 
sands projects, military facilities and other development without any real regard for 
the rights of Beaver Lake and other Treaty Nations.  While any one of these projects 
by themselves might be tolerable taken together they threaten to destroy the First 
Nations people’s way of life and the land that has sustained them for centuries.  The 
case is currently being carried forward by the Beaver Lake Cree’s current leadership 
and Crystal uses this as one example of how First Nations people can assert their 
rights whilst offering a solution.

Crystal Lameman feels it is her obligation as a mother to protect her land, water and 
culture for her children and future generations. Currently Crystal is the Climate 
and Energy Campaigner for Sierra Club Canada and is a fellow of the Indigenous 
Environmental Network. She utilizes her formal academia – Two University 
Degrees; but above all her Indigenous ways of knowing and being to articulate 
the impacts of the direct exploitation of the tar sands. Whilst addressing the 
environmental racism the Government of Canada imposes on First Nations people 
in the name of resource extraction.

“We have come to a point where we have no choice 
left but to lift up our inherent treaty rights – our 
birthrights. The Crown and this Government do not 
get to pick the pieces of their law it likes and which 
one’s it does not, they made their laws thus they 
have to abide by them. As First Nations people, we 
abide by natural law, and there is nothing natural 
about a people dying from cancer and suffering from 
respiratory illnesses”
–Crystal Lameman. 
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10:30 am – 11:45 am 
Room 1-160, CCIS

Concurrent Session

B. Fringe Finance and Fictitious Capital

November 23, 2014
SUNDAY

Trevor’s talk will focus on the increasing role of finance capital in the world’s political 
economy and its specific role in the recent recession.

Dr. Trevor Harrison was born and raised in Edmonton. He holds a B.A. from the 
University of Winnipeg, an M.A. from the University of Calgary, and a Ph.D. in 
sociology from the University of Alberta. His areas of specialty include political 
sociology, political economy, and public policy.

He is currently a Professor of Sociology at the University of Lethbridge and Director 
of the Parkland Institute. Previously, Dr. Harrison was a visiting professor at the 
University of Alberta where he also co-founded the Parkland Institute and was its 
first Research Director.

Dr. Harrison is best known for his studies of populist politics in Canada and the 
political culture of Alberta and the Canadian west in particular. In addition to 
numerous journal articles and book chapters, he is the author, co-author, or co-
editor of eight books dealing with politics, economics, and sociology, including most 
recently, Against Orthodoxy: Studies in Nationalism (University of British Columbia 
Press, 2011). His op-ed columns frequently appear in national newspapers.

Eriel Deranger
The Corporate Onslaught Facing 

First Nations

Trevor Harrison
The Dead Hand of Finance 

Capital

Eriel Tchekwie Deranger is a Dene Indigenous activist and member of the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) of Northern Alberta, Canada. Eriel is currently 
employed as the Tar Sands Campaign and Communication Coordinator for ACFN. 
Her work focuses on creating greater awareness about the impacts of the Alberta 
Tar Sands and demanding that all levels of government and the private sector fully 
implement the unique Indigenous rights her people hold as described by Treaty 8, 
and the United Nation Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples. 

The Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation is currently suing Shell Canada for unmet 
Tar Sands Impact Benefit agreements, and is challenging Shell’s application for 
permits to build new tar sands projects. Shell is currently one of the largest tar sands 
operators. The newly proposed projects would contribute to further erosion of the 
fragile ecosystems, critical wildlife habitat, and Indigenous territory in Northern 
Alberta.  

Eriel is a wife and mother of two.  She comes from a family that has long battled 
industrial and sometimes illegal activities on their traditional and treaty lands.

“Our people and our mother earth can no longer 
afford to be economic hostages in the race to 
industrialise our homelands. It’s time for our people 
to rise up and take back our role as caretakers and 
stewards of the land.”
–Eriel Deranger
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nations
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Rob Aitken
Capital at Its Fringes
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November 23, 2014
SUNDAY

This talk focuses on the increasingly profitable efforts to extend financial services of 
some description to those who populate the world’s poorest communities, those who 
have been marginalized by traditional banking services or those who find themselves 
unwilling or unable to access mainstream financial practices.  Although there have 
long been sources of both formal and informal financial practices extended to those 
on the very edges of the financial system, recent practices of ‘fringe finance’--payday 
lending, commercialized microcredit, micro-insurance, all varieties of micro-
lending--are an increasingly important link between the ‘centre’ of global finance 
and those populations that exist at its edges.  As such, they offer a particularly 
useful glimpse into the under-examined practices that predominate on the edges of 
global finance; practices that, at the same time, often emanate from global finance 
at its core.  This talk uses the globalization and financialization of payday lending 
as a key example of the increasingly profitable ways in which the edges of finance--
and the populations that inhabit those edges--are increasingly becoming objects of 
knowledge and intervention in the global economy.  

In important and novel ways, fringe financial practices like payday lending seek to 
convert the very edges of the financial economy into assets that serve as profitable, 
organized, consolidated and financialized income streams for some of the largest 
agents in global financial markets.

Rob Aitken is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at the 
University of Alberta.  His research lies at the intersection of cultural economy, 
governmentaltiy, and the everyday practices of global finance.  His recent research 
includes the practices of financial dissent, the fringe financial sector and the cultural 
history of finance as an everyday practice.  His book, Fringe Finance: Crossing and 
Contesting the Borders of Global Finance, will be published in the winter of 2015.

11:45 am - 12:00 pm
PCL Lounge, CCIS

Break 
Fairtrade locally roasted coffee and te from Earth’s General Store and 
Pastries by Bon Ton Bakery



Stephanie Ross
Class, Inequality and 

Workers: Labour Movements 
and the Unfinished Struggle 

for Democracy

KEYNOTE

21PARKLAND INSTITUTE  •  UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

November 23, 2014
SUNDAY

12:00 pm - 1:15 pm 1-430, CCIS

In the face of government attacks its organizational power, it’s worth revisiting 
the role of the labour movement in class-divided societies. The labour movement 
remains one of the major forms of counter-power against that of employers in both 
the workplace and the political realm. More than that, by pursuing greater social and 
economic equity, the labour movement helps create the conditions needed for real 
and effective democratic participation. The weakening of the labour movement is 
the weakening of the very basis of our democratic life. Its defence -- and its renewal 
though new forms of worker organizing -- is a cause we must all urgently take up.

Stephanie Ross is Associate Professor of Work and Labour Studies in the 
Department of Social Science and co-director of the Global Labour Research Centre 
at York University. Her research and teaching focuses on public sector unionism, 
union renewal, and democracy in working-class and social movement organizations.  
Current areas of research include public sector unions’ unique sources of power, the 
strategic implications for unions of deindustrialization, and the forms and sources 
of anti-union  sentiment in Canada. With Larry Savage, she has edited She is also 
president of the Canadian Association for Work and Labour Studies.



BEFORE YOU GO, VISIT US ONE LAST TIME AT THE ‘PARKLAND TABLE’

FEEDBACK FORMS

Please fill in a feedback form before you leave the 
conference, or take your time and return it to us over the 
week. Extra feedback forms are available. 

We compile the information from these forms into a 
report that is sent to our conference planning committee 
and this information informs how we organize future 
conferences. THANK YOU for taking the time to let us 
know.

HAND IN YOUR NAMETAG

We re-use them to save money and the environment.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE PARKLAND INSTITUTE.

This conference and the work we have done have been 
brought to you by everyone who has donated to us – 
people like you and the organizations you are a member 
of. Your support now helps fund the work that still needs 
to be done.

Pledge forms are available at the table or you can 
download one from our website.
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NOTES & THOUGHTS



NOTES & THOUGHTS
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Season's Greetings Members and Friends!
—The Staff at the Parkland Institute—

COME VISIT US IN THE NEW LOCATION!
1-12 HUMANITIES CENTRE
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

STAY TUNED!

Exciting announcements soon about 
Parkland Institute’s Annual GALA

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR ON-GOING SUPPORT! 




