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The best way to predict
the future is to invent it.
- Alan Kay

Vision without action is a
daydream. Action without
vision is a nightmare.
- Japanese Proverb

We would like to thank the generous support of the following
sponsors for helping us make this conference possible:
Alberta Federation of Labour
Alberta Public Interest Research Group
Athabasca University (Master of Arts Integrated Studies,
Centre for Global and Social Analysis, Centre for State and
Legal Studies, and Centre for Work and Community Studies),
University of Alberta (Conference Fund, and Globalism Project)
Global Visions Festival
United Nurses of Alberta
Woodsworth-Irvine Socialist Fellowship
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Greetings from the Director
Gordon Laxer
Director and Co-founder, Parkland Institute

Dear conference participants,
Welcome to Parkland Institute’s
ninth annual fall conference.
Alberta’s economy may be on a
tear, but there is no vision of where
Alberta should be heading. If we
stay on the same rudderless path
we are now on, we may just fritter
away another resource boom.
Instead of bequeathing a province
where everyone can find work at
just wages or other income in
healthy and safe communities,
future Albertans could be living in
a province depleted of nonrenewable resources, surrounded
by a despoiled landscape, and
without having used the boom to
diversify the economy.

Now that Alberta’s debt has been
declared eliminated, and resource
revenues are filling government
coffers, Albertans have a unique
opportunity to debate alternatives.
What bold things could Albertans
achieve in the province, in Canada
and the world, if we put our minds
to it? The key is to think big, to
think outside the box.
Many elements are needed to
develop a vision of a progressive
Alberta, creating social justice at
home and taking a leading,
positive role in Canada and the
world. You will hear from exciting
speakers on what we are doing
wrong and on what we should be
doing instead. We have chosen
speakers who bring a variety of
views and experiences. Parkland
conferences are about debate, not
about presenting a single
perspective.

I hope that you will come away
from the Alberta We Want
conference, with greater
understanding of the issues and
with renewed optimism to take
action. This is an opportunity to
meet exciting new people and
catch up on old friendships. Don’t
forget to join or renew your
membership in Parkland Institute.
As a non-corporate research and
educational network, we rely on
contributions from you and people
like you, to survive and thrive. I
hope to meet and talk with you
this weekend. Please come up and
say hello.
Best Regards,
Gordon Laxer

Thank You Volunteers!
This conference has happened because of the time and energy that so many
people have given freely. Over the conference you will see many people
with yellow nametags who will be helping with registration, ushering, food
and more. Please help us thank them for their time. We couldn’t make this
conference happen without them.
We would also like to recognize the time, commitment and creative energy
of the people who gathered for the brainstorm meeting that started the
process and the conference committee that brought it all together over the
last ten months. An honourable mention of thanks goes to Flavio Rojas who
has once again worked so many hours to design our functional and
beautiful conference materials and Lana Phillips who has spent countless
hours coordinating volunteer schedules.
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Conference at a glance

Friday, November 18
Horowitz Theatre, Students’ Union Building, University of Alberta
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Keynote

Maude Barlow
Building a Vision: Fighting for the Alberta and Canada We Want
in Fortress North America

Saturday, November 19
Main floor, ETLC
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Room 1-001

Writers’ Panel: 100 Years on the Prairies

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Lunch on Second Floor

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Room 1-003

Concurrent Sessions: The Path We Are On...

Room 1-007

Agriculture
Roger Epp - A Future for the Other Alberta
Lisa Bechtold - “Socially Responsible” Agriculture or Disaster

Room 1-013

Services for Well-Being
Gillian Steward - The Rear View Mirror
Larry Booi - Education in Alberta: The Foundation We Need

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Break

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Room 1-001

A Secure Energy Future or Provincial Sacrifice Zones

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Break
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Heather Devine
A Walk Down Memory Lane: One Hundred Years of Human Rights
Abuses in Alberta
John Conway
Alberta — Right; Saskatchewan — Left: Roots of the Divergence
Aritha Van Herk
Alberta: Fact or Fancy; Grotesque or Giant?

Water and Natural Resources
Jim Byrne - Silent Lies and Alberta’s Looming Water Crisis
Terisa Turner -The Petroleum Belongs to the People

Andrew Nikiforuk
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Conference at a glance
V Wing Building, Room 107
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Parkland’s Global Visions Film Festival Picks Screening: Trudell

Power Plant
9:00 pm - 1:00 am

“Made in Alberta” World Party
A High Energy Roots and World Beat Dance Party
Featuring: Radio Vacana and Captain Tractor

Sunday, November 20
Main floor, ETLC
9:45 am - 10:45 am
Room 1-001

Sowing the Oil: Venezuela’s Revolutionary Oil Policy is Building a
More Comprehensive Democracy
Jonah Gindin

10:45 am -11:15 am

Break

11:15 am - 12:45 pm
Room 1-001

Hope in the Darkness: Salvation through Words for Albertans

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm

Lunch on Second Floor

1:45 pm - 3:15 pm
Room 1-003

Concurrent Sessions: New Directions..

Room 1-007

Inclusive Citizenship
Jason Foster - Dressing Up the Dinosaur: Alberta, Unions and the Inclusion of
Working People in Alberta Political Culture
Marilyn Dumont - Valuing a Rich Cultural Life: Aboriginals and Artists in
Alberta

Room 1-013

Universality and Access
Shannon Phillips - Trickle-Down Academics: Abandoning Universal Access to
Post-Secondary Education, and How to Get It Back
Laurie Adkin - Early Childhood Education and Care, and Caring Labour in
Alberta

3:15 pm - 3:30 pm

Short Break

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Room 1-001

Alberta’s Role in Canada and the World - Setting a Good Example

Heather Mallick

Sustainability
Mike Gismondi - Doing Green Work in the Communities in Bloom Program:
Some Opportunities, Some Rewards, Some Risks
Brian Pincott - Urban Sustainability: The Big Picture Starts at Home

Hon. Doug Roche
Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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General information for conference goers...
1. Coffee and pastries will be provided Saturday and Sunday mornings.
2. Please bring your own mug. Disposable cups can be purchased for $2 or,
better yet, Parkland Institute ceramic mugs are available for $5.
3. Lunches for Saturday and Sunday are included in your registration fee,
unless you opted out of the lunch plan on your registration form.
4. Lunch will have vegetarian options.
5. If you haven’t purchased lunch, please feel free to brown bag it. There
are also some vendors open on the main floor of the Students’ Union
Building. All leftovers from our catered lunch will be sold by donation 15
minutes before the end of lunch.
6. Your registration fee includes:
- Maude Barlow keynote presentation
- All plenary and concurrent sessions
- Global Visions Film Picks
- Saturday Evening “Made in Alberta” World Party
- Saturday and Sunday Lunches (opt-out option available)
7. Please complete the conference evaluation form that is in your
conference package. Your comments, ideas and suggestions are very
important to us in our planning of future Parkland events.

Conference format
The overwhelming message from last year’s conference evaluations was
keep doing what we are doing. For the most part we have. This year we
reduced the number of panels during the concurrent session time blocks
from four to three difficult choices. We have also given our Global Visions
Festival Film Pick its own time slot so you do not have to choose between a
great film and a live speaker. This year’s Saturday night social is being held
at the Power Plant and promises to be a very fun evening of dance. On
Sunday, we squeezed another plenary session into the schedule because we
wanted everyone to have the opportunity to hear Jonah Gindin tell us
about Venezuala’s vision for democracy.
Please use the evaluation form to tell us what you think of what we did
this year.
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Friday, November 18
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Keynote: Building a Vision:
Fighting for the Alberta and
Canada We Want in Fortress
North America

Horowitz Theatre, Students’
Union Building, University
of Alberta

Unknown to most Canadians, the process of continental integration is
steadily advancing. Heavily promoted by the big business community,
dozens of task forces, working groups and cross-border committees are
harmonizing rules, standards and procedures in areas as diverse as food and
drug safety, border security and environmental regulations. The attempt to
effectively erase the border will affect the economy, social programs, the
environment and Canada’s waning control over its natural resources.
Albertans are facing the additional loss of control over their energy supplies. Now is the time to develop a clear vision of the Alberta and Canada
we want in an interdependent world and to take a leadership position in
promoting alternatives to the Bush administration’s plans for North
America.
Maude will be available after the event for a book signing for her new
book: Too Close for Comfort: Canada’s Future within Fortress North America

Maude Barlow
Maude Barlow is the National Chairperson
of The Council of Canadians, Canada’s largest
citizen’s advocacy organization with over 100,000
members and the founder of the Blue Planet Project, which works to stop
commodification of the world’s water. She is also a Director with the
International Forum on Globalization, a San Francisco based research and
education institution opposed to economic globalization. Maude is the
recipient of numerous educational awards and has received honorary
doctorates from six Canadian universities for her social justice work. She is
the best-selling author or co-author of fourteen books. Her most recent
publications are Blue Gold: The Fight to Stop Corporate Theft of the World’s
Water (with Tony Clarke), now published in 40 countries; Profit is Not the
Cure: A Citizens’ Guide to Saving Medicare; Making the Links: A Peoples’
Guide to the WTO and the FTAA (Tony Clarke); The Canada We Want: A
Citizen’s Alternative to Deep Integration, and the up-coming Too Close For
Comfort: Canada’s Future Within Fortress North America.

Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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Saturday, November 19
9:00 am

Conference Registration
Coffee, tea and pastries available

Main floor, ETLC

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Writers’ panel:
100 Years on the Prairies
Facilitator: Myrna Kostash

Room 1-001

A Walk Down Memory Lane:
One Hundred Years of Human Rights Abuses in Alberta
Alberta has a long and checkered history of denying or undermining basic
human rights to its citizens. Support for these abuses has often been tacitly
condoned, if not directed, by various Alberta governments through their
policies. Historian Heather Devine takes a look at some of the lesser known
indignities in our province’s proud past.

Dr. Heather Devine

Dr. John Conway

Dr. Heather Devine is an assistant professor at the University of Calgary in
the Faculty of Communication and Culture, where she teaches courses in
Museum and Heritage Studies, and Canadian Studies. She is also Curator of
Indigenous Heritage at The Nickle Arts Museum on the university campus.
She holds a PhD in history from the University of Alberta, specializing in
Canadian Native History, American Indian Policy, and Western Canadian
Ethnic History. Her recent book, The People Who Own Themselves: Aboriginal Ethnogenesis in A Canadian Family, 1660-1900, was published by the
University of Calgary Press in 2004.

Alberta — Right; Saskatchewan — Left: Roots of the Divergence
Alberta can boast the first government affiliated with the CCF in Canada,
the UFA government from 1932-35. Yet that socialist boast is now reserved
for Saskatchewan. What happened? When Aberhart was elected in 1935
and re-elected in 1940, he ran against the Fifty Big Shots and was denounced as a wild-eyed Bolshevik. Yet in 1944 his heir, Ernest Manning, won
election on a right wing, red bating anti-CCF platform. What happened?
How did Alberta — the rich soil that first spawned Prairie radicalism —
become the bastion of the right and the darling of corporate capital, while
its prairie cousin to the East became a beacon of hope to reformers and
socialists across North America?
Dr. John Conway, Professor (Chair), Department of Sociology and Social
Studies, University of Regina, is the author of three books, The West: The
History of a Region in Confederation, The Canadian Family in Crisis, and
Debts to Pay: English Canada and Quebec from the Conquest to the Referendum and of monographs on the place of the prairies in Confederation
and on the re-emergence of separatist sentiment in Western Canada during
the early 1980s. His academic interests encompass the social sciences in
general while his research interests have tended to focus on the social,
political and economic history of both the West and Quebec in Confederation, as well as gender relations and the crisis of the modern family.
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Saturday, November 19

Aritha van Herk

Alberta: Fact or Fancy; Grotesque or Giant?
Is Alberta poised to become an imaginative leader within Canada, or will it
lock itself into a regional defensiveness, back against the mountains, fists
up? Does our position in terms of wealth and risk-taking herald a future
where we stand as giant leaders, or will our exceptionalist attitude merely
become an excuse for excess? Do we pay enough attention to our history, or
should we learn to forget and forgive the past? Are we cultural mavericks,
or are we fairytale grotesques who refuse to awaken to the call of the
future?
Aritha van Herk is a Professor of English at the University of Calgary. A
novelist, writer, teacher and public intellectual who works within culture
and education, her award-winning novels, articles, and essays have been
translated, praised and discussed internationally. Her first novel, Judith,
received the prestigious Seal First Novel Award in 1978. Her second novel,
The Tent Peg, appeared in 1981 and her third novel, No Fixed Address, was
nominated for the Governor General’s Award for fiction in 1986. Places Far
From Ellesmere, a geografictione, examines the conjunction of geography,
autobiography, and reading from the perspective of Anna Karenina and
Ellesmere Island. Restlessness, a fictional examination of contemporary
melancholia, is set in the Edwardian gloom of the Palliser Hotel in the
picaresque core of Calgary, Alberta. Her critical and non-fiction works, A
Frozen Tongue and In Visible Ink interrogate urgent questions of reading
and writing as integral to critical thought. Her irreverent but relevant
history of Alberta, Mavericks, won the Grant MacEwan Author’s Award for
Alberta Writing. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and she is
active in the literary and cultural life of Calgary and the west.

12:00 - 1:00 pm

Lunch

Second floor ETLC

Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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Saturday, November 19
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Concurrent Sessions:
The Path We are On...

Room 1-003

Water and Natural Resources
Facilitator: Naomi Krogman

Dr. James M. Byrne

Silent Lies and Alberta’s Looming Water Crisis
Alberta’s looming water crisis is examined in light of widespread global and
regional environmental change; and a provincial and corporate mantra of
rapid resource exploitation - a rush to maximize wealth for this generation,
while passing human and environmental health degradation to the next
generation and the local peoples. There is an ongoing serious naivety, or
worse, untruths - silent lies - surrounding many of the resource developments in the province. But those many do not speak out - the silent liars continue to trade off environmental quality and health for their own gains.
As the discussion herein addresses critical problems, we may arrive at
conclusions about silent lies in Alberta - and identify the groups who
perpetuate the silent lies through their actions, inactions, or both.
Dr. James M. Byrne is a professor at the University of Lethbridge. His career
highlights include: National Theme Leader in Water Resources Management, Canadian Water Network, co-producer and project leader for the
GLOBAL CHANGE: ACCESS TV series and the Water Under Fire TV series; and
a Project Leader of the Nat Christie Climate and Agriculture Research
Program, 1992-96. Jim is currently supervising a series of studies investigating the impacts of climate change on water resources in western North
America. He also serves as project leader and principal investigator, microbial ecology program, Oldman River Basin, Alberta.

Dr. Terisa E. Turner

The Petroleum Belongs to the People
Citizens of Alberta and Canada possess constitutional rights to own and
control petroleum. How have these rights been denied and what can we do
about it? These questions are especially urgent in the early 21st century
because private corporations have seized control over petroleum. Corporate
control has led to much hardship including extreme prices and extreme
weather. Petroleum is nonrenewable. It is dangerous. It is essential to life as
we know it. Can we reverse the current untenable situation? Can we take
control of our petroleum and manage it so as to make a transition to a solar
energy future? What steps have been taken by citizens in other countries to
picture and realize a popular, healthy energy policy?

Dr. Terisa E .Turner teaches at the University of Guelph and is from the Peace River country in northern Alberta where
Canada’s oil and gas industry is concentrated. She is co-director of the International Oil Working Group, a nongovernmental organization registered at the United Nations in New York, and affiliated with OilWatch. Her books
include Arise Ye Mighty People! Gender, Class and Race in Popular Struggles (1994) and Oil and Class Struggle (1980).
In 2001 she co-edited with Leigh S. Brownhill, a special issue of the Canadian Journal of Development Studies on
Gender, Feminism and the Civil Commons. She has written extensively on petroleum, resource conflict, international
political economy, gender and the environment.
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Saturday, November 19
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Concurrent Sessions:
The Path We are On...

Room 1-007

Agriculture
Facilitator: Ken Larsen

Dr. Roger Epp

A Future for the Other Alberta
Much of rural Alberta is out of step with the official Alberta. Its economic
and demographic trajectories are very different from those inside the
Calgary-Edmonton corridor or the resource cities of the north; like resource
plantations, they are places from which wealth and people are extracted.
Not uncommonly, rural people will say that they have heard about the
Alberta Advantage but haven’t experienced it. Their communities have
been affected by the challenges in agriculture and, as government reports
now concede, by cuts to public services and infrastructure during the 1990s.
Now that rural futures are a matter of renewed public policy attention and
debate, this presentation will consider what is at stake in the ‘other Alberta’
and what measures will strengthen its communities.
Dr. Roger Epp is Acting Dean of the University of Alberta’s new Augustana
Faculty in Camrose, where he is also Professor of Political Studies. He is a
contributing co-editor of the book Writing Off the Rural West: Globalization, Governments, and the Transformation of Rural Communities (2001),
and co-producer of the two-hour documentary for CBC Radio’s Ideas programme, The Canadian Clearances, on the emptying-out of rural communities, which was first broadcast in September 2004. His current interests
include rural political economy, land-use conflict, settler-aboriginal relations, and agrarian political thought. He is a frequent media commentator
and speaker on rural issues.

“Socially Responsible” Agriculture or Disaster
What is socially responsible agriculture in regards to animal production?
Does it currently exist in Alberta? Are we headed for trouble? What are
the alternatives? Can we change the path? What can we do as Albertans?

Lisa Bechtold

Lisa Bechtold lives on a 3rd generation farm with her husband and 2
children. She got involved in the industrial animal production issue in 1999
when the Taiwan Sugar Corporation tried to locate 80,000 hogs in her
county. Fortunately, they won their battle with a lot of hard work. During
the process, she learned so much that Lisa now works actively to educate
others on the impacts of factory farming. She is the President of SERLO
(Society for Environmentally Responsible Livestock Operations (of Alberta)),
which was founded in 2002. She is also the only Canadian consultant for
the GRACE Factory Farm Project which she started in 2000 and also sits on
the steering committee for Beyond Factory Farming, a National Coalition
working on industrial animal production issues.

Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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Saturday, November 19
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Concurrent Sessions:
The Path We are On...

Room 1-013

Services for Well-Being
Facilitator: Julie Hrdlicka
The Rear View Mirror
The Klein government believes more private health insurance is the answer.
But we already tried that, it was called Manning Care and it didn’t work.
Real reform would be so much simpler and less expensive.

Gillian Steward

Gillian Steward is a Calgary author and journalist. She was the managing
editor at The Calgary Herald from 1987 to 1990 and wrote a syndicated
column for the Southam newspapers from 1990-1992. She has written for
the Globe and Mail, the Toronto Star, Canadian Business Magazine, Report
On Business Magazine, MacLean’s, The Winnipeg Free Press and Fast Forward, a Calgary weekly. Ms. Steward has also contributed several documentaries to CBC Radio’s Ideas Series. In 2000 she co-authored with Kevin Taft
Clear Answers: The Economics and Politics of For-Profit Medicine, an examination of the Alberta government’s proposals to expand the role of the
private sector in health care. In 2001 she authored Public Bodies, Private
Parts: Surgical Contracts and Conflict of Interest at the CRHA, for the
Parkland Institute. In 2002 she was a contributor to Reclaiming Medicare: A
Response to the Mazankowski Mis-Diagnosis also for The Parkland Institute.
She also wrote a chapter entitled Hips and Knees: The Politics of Private
Health care in Alberta in The Return of the Trojan Horse a book published
earlier this year. Steward is also a visiting professor at the School of Journalism, University of Regina.

Education in Alberta: The Foundation We Need
Larry’s session will focus on some key issues in education, including the
following: Why have classroom conditions in Alberta’s schools in many cases
actually declined rather than improved over the past decade, despite the
province’s growing wealth? What changes are necessary in order to fully
develop the potential of all of our children and youth? What actions do we
need to take in order to make it happen?

Larry Booi

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm
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Larry Booi was president of the Alberta Teachers’ Association for four years,
and has just completed a two-year term as vice-president of the Canadian
Teachers’ Federation. He is one of the founding directors of Public Interest
Alberta, and also serves on the Board of Directors of the Canadian Council
on Learning. He has been active in public issues in Alberta for more than
three decades.

Break
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Saturday, November 19
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

A Secure Energy Future
or Provincial Sacrifice
Facilitator: Diana Gibson

Room 1-001

Unlike Norway, Alberta has chosen a drunken, casino-style course of energy
development that violates property rights, abuses rural Albertans, threatens
our water supply and leaves nothing for our children. The oil sands is
already a “national sacrifice zone.” Will our richest farmland and the
eastern slopes of the Rockies become “provincial sacrifice zones”?

Andrew Nikiforuk

Andrew Nikiforuk is a well-known Canadian freelance journalist who has
written about education, economics and the environment for the last two
decades. His journalism on wayward schools, polluting factory farms and
unaccountable governments has garnered national acclaim and controversy.
Articles focusing on the public and private abuse of national resources have
won seven National Magazine Awards and top honours from the Association of Canadian Journalists.

Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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Saturday, November 19
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Global Visions Film Festival
Pick Screening

V Wing Building, Room 107

Trudell
Opening night feature held over
The screening will be followed
by discussion. Popcorn and pop
will be available for sale.
Facilitator: Marc Piquette

TRUDELL is an eye-opening documentary that challenges
belief systems. TRUDELL will inspire you to reawaken
your spirit.
In the telling of TRUDELL, producer/director Heather Rae invested more
than 12 years chronicling John Trudell’s travels, spoken word, and politics.
The making of the movie is a journey itself and is as much a story as the
finished product. The film combines archival, concert, and interview footage
in a lyrical and naturally stylized manner, with abstract imagery mirroring
the coyote nature of Trudell.
Pockmarked with adversity, counterbalanced by perseverance, TRUDELL
begins in the late sixties when John Trudell and a community group, Indians
of All Tribes, occupy Alcatraz Island for 21 months. This creates international
recognition of the American Indian cause and gives birth to the
contemporary Indian people’s movement. Rae visits Alcatraz, returning to
what John refers to as his “birth”. From Alcatraz, we follow John’s political
journey as the national spokesman of the American Indian Movement
(AIM). During this tumultuous period, his work makes him one of the most
highly political “subversives” of the 1970’s earning him one of the longest
FBI files in history (more than 17 thousand pages).
In 1979, John burned an American flag on the steps of the FBI headquarters
in Washington DC to protest US government policy on American Indians.
Within a matter of hours, his pregnant wife, three children and mother-inlaw were killed in a suspicious arson fire on a Nevada reservation. This
ended John’s involvement in organizational politics. He spent the next four
years driving across America in a car given to him by his friend and fellow
activist Jackson Browne. It was during this span that John’s voice as a poet
began to surface. His gift as an orator carried him through his pain, and he
found a new way to represent his manifesto and his cause.
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The Parkland Institute invites you to the

“Made in Alberta”

World Party
A High Energy Roots

and World Beat Dance Party
featuring:

Radio Vacana

and

Power Plant
9 pm
Sat. November 19, 2005
Tickets $10

Tickets are being sold at:

Earth’s General Store 10832 - 82 Ave.
Audrey’s Books 10702 Jasper Ave.
Parkland Office 11045 Sask. Dr.
and at the door

This event is included in the registration of the
Parkland Institute's annual fall conference:

The Alberta We Want:
In Canada and the World

Cosponsored by:

U of A service for students, staff,
alumni, and their guests
Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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Sunday, November 20
9:00 am

Conference Registration
Coffee, tea and pastries available

Main floor, ETLC

9:45 am - 10:45 am

Sowing the Oil:
Venezuela’s Revolutionary
Oil Policy is Building a More
Comprehensive Democracy
Facilitator: Elizabeth Smythe

Room 1-001

Jonah Gindin

Since Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez launched the “Bolivarian
Revolution” in 1998, one of his most important-and most controversialpolicies has been the investment of a large portion of oil profits in social
programs. Venezuela has rejected the widely accepted assumption that oil
profits should only be reinvested in the oil industry, and the global trend
away from funding social programs and towards deference to the market.
The political implications of the Venezuelan experiment extend far beyond
Caracas, and indeed South America. For the north as well as the south, for
oil importers as well as exporters, Venezuela represents a clear example of a
successful development strategy, and of a national government that is
anything but beholden to corporate interests. Venezuelans are currently
building a democracy based on social and economic equality as well as
political representation, and they’re using petro-dollars to do it.
Jonah Gindin is a Canadian journalist living and working in Caracas,
Venezuela. He writes regularly for www.venezuelanalysis.com, and
occasionally for ZNet, NACLA Report on the Americas, Monthly Review, and
other print and on-line publications.
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Sunday, November 20
11:45 am - 12:45 pm

Hope in the Darkness:
Salvation Through Words
of Albertans
Facilitator: Linda Goyette

Room 1-001

The Alberta media, with some exceptions, are a disgrace. But Heather often
notes that the most extreme rage-filled views find a home in the most
beautiful parts of our planet, as in Northern Ireland, the Arab world and the
American southwest. Says Heather, “I have no explanation for this. All I
know is that this magnificent province deserves better.” How are we going
to “use our words,” as they tell children who hit, to give Albertans the
online world, newspapers, magazines and book publishing they deserve?

Heather Mallick

12:45 - 1:45 pm

Heather Mallick is a columnist for The Globe and Mail. She has worked for
many Canadian newspapers, including as a reporter at the Toronto Star,
review editor at the Toronto Sunday Sun, chief copy editor at the Financial
Post and columnist at the Globe and Mail. She has an MA in English
literature, a journalism degree and has won two National Newspaper
Awards, for feature writing and critical writing. Last year, Penguin published
her first book, Pearls in Vinegar, an updated feminist version of a thousandyear-old form of Japanese diary. She is currently writing a book of essays for
Knopf on her observations of our weird world, which seems to be shattering
in slow-motion.

Lunch

Second floor ETLC

Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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Sunday, November 20
1:45 pm - 3:15 pm

Concurrent Sessions:
New Directions

Room 1-003

Sustainability
Facilitator: Scott Harris
Doing Green Work in the Communities in Bloom Program:
Some Opportunities, Some Rewards, Some Risks
How do we get more people involved in the politics of sustainability?
Should we work with people who do not share our politics, yet are
concerned about the environment? What risks or rewards might activists
reap by doing counter-hegemonic work in mainstream or ‘non-political’
organizations?

Mike Gismondi

Brian Pincott

Dr. Mike Gismondi is an adult educator interested in local sustainability
issues. He lives in the north and is the director of the Master of Arts,
Integrated Studies Program at Athabasca University. He has taught courses
in sociology, global studies, and environmental studies. He is an active
environmentalist with Friends of the Athabasca Environmental Association
(FOTA). Mike has been a municipal councillor for the Town of Athabasca
since 1998.

Urban Sustainability: The Big Picture Starts at Home
In a country that is increasingly urbanized, issues of sustainability are
becoming increasingly obvious and more and more important. Cities are
tackling a variety of concerns such as sprawl, water, land-use and
infrastructure deficit. These issues are inextricably interlinked and
intertwined with issues of social and economic sustainability. In looking at
sustainability we must be sure to consider the environmental, social and
economic issues together, holistically. Recognition of the connected nature
of the various issues will lead to the requisite big picture thinking that will
help to provide the at home answers.
Brian Pincott is a well-known and highly regarded voice on community
issues in Calgary. A respected voice at City Hall and in the media, a frequent
participant on panels, in community forums and public debates, Brian is one
of Calgary’s highest profile leaders on issues of community health and
sustainability, water quality, and urban sprawl, among others. He is a cofounder of the Calgary chapter of the Sierra Club of Canada. In his capacity
with the Sierra Club, Brian is a passionate and informed advocate of issues
revolving around environmental sustainability, including: public transit,
alternative energies, water use, climate change, urban sprawl and pesticide
use.
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Sunday, November 20
1:45 pm - 3:15 pm

Concurrent Sessions:
New Directions

Room 1-007

Inclusive Citizenship
Facilitator: Natasha Goudar

Jason Foster

Dressing Up the Dinosaur: Alberta, Unions and the Inclusion of
Working People in Alberta Political Culture
Alberta is the land of dinosaurs - oil, fossils and conservative politicians.
Some also believe unions deserve an exhibit in the Tyrell Museum, alongside
the other extinct creatures. Many see unions as shrinking vestiges of a
previous era with little to offer the future of Alberta. It may surprise many
to learn that unions may be an ideal vehicle for building a re-invigorated
Alberta political culture by fostering political activism among traditionally
apathetic groups. But to accomplish it, unions need to shift their focus to
building grassroots and rank-and-file activism. If they do so, the labour
movement could be a leader in shaping a more inclusive and just province.
Jason Foster is the Director of Policy Analysis for the Alberta Federation of
Labour. He holds a Masters in Labour Studies and also works part-time as a
tutor for Athabasca University. Jason’s experience in politics, including work
with anti-poverty groups and labour unions, has given him strong
motivation to promote greater political activism among groups normally
excluded from politics. At the age of 15, Jason was fired from a certain
pizza chain for “inciting worker discontent,” which shows you never know
where things will lead.

Valuing a Rich Cultural Life: Aboriginals and Artists in Alberta
When will the province recognize the contributions of aboriginal peoples,
instead of perceiving them as marginal to the political, social and cultural
life? When will the province acknowledge the contributions of artists to the
rich cultural life?

Marilyn Dumont

Marilyn Dumont was born in northeastern Alberta. A Métis, she often writes
of the Canadian positioning of Native women. Dumont’s first collection of
poetry, A Really Good Brown Girl (1996) won the Gerald Lampert Award for
best first book of Canadian poetry. Dumont received her MFA in creative
writing from the University of British Columbia. She has been Writer in
Electronic Residence at Windsor University, and has taught creative writing
at Simon Fraser University and Kwantlen University College.

Parkland Institute, University of Alberta • Edmonton, Alberta
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Sunday, November 20
1:45 pm - 3:15 pm

Concurrent Sessions:
New Directions

Room 1-013

Universality and Access
Facilitator: Rod Adachi

Shannon Phillips

Trickle-Down Academics: Abandoning Universal Access to PostSecondary Education, and How to Get It Back
As tuition user fees, student debts, and for-profit involvement have
increased, and government supports for post-secondary institutions have
decreased, the pretext of universal access to post-secondary education has
been all but abandoned. Unlike other social programs under siege by the
provincial government - for example, health care - those who use the postsecondary system and those who are employed in the sector have not been
able, or sometimes even willing, to build a groundswell of public support
for maintaining universality. Why? And is there anything faculty, student
organizations, non-academic staff unions, or ordinary citizens can do, in the
context of Alberta’s enviable fiscal situation, to beat a path back to some
semblance of universal access to post-secondary education?

Shannon Phillips lives in Edmonton and grew up in Alberta. She works as the Communications Officer for the NDP
Opposition at the Alberta Legislature. Prior to that, she worked for the federal NDP and as a researcher at the
University of Alberta Students’ Union. She is a frequent contributor to Vue Weekly, and co-hosts/co-produces Rise Up:
Radio Free Edmonton on Edmonton’s community radio station, CJSR. Shannon is currently working on a book on
post-secondary education. Shannon holds a Master of Arts in political science from the University of Alberta and
spends her free time rock climbing, running, mountain biking, and arguing politics with right wing relatives.

Prof. Laurie Adkin

Early Childhood Education and Care, and Caring Labour in Alberta
Alberta can learn a lot from Quebec’s child care model. In 2001, Alberta’s
expenditure for regulated child care for each child 12 years and under was
only 11 per cent of what Quebec was spending. As a result, there is a
widespread shortage of spaces in daycare centres with highly-qualified staff,
and such spaces are unaffordable for most families. The predominantly
female workforce in the Early Childhood Education and Care sector is poorly
paid, regardless of the important service they perform for children, parents,
and society as a whole. What Alberta needs are well-funded daycare centres
with highly qualified staff which are affordable and available for all families
and are underpinned by a concern for gender equity.

Prof. Laurie Adkin is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of Alberta and
teaches in the fields of comparative politics, gender and politics, and environmental studies. She has published in the
areas of social movement theory, ecological political economy, and the Canadian labour and environmental
movements. Current research projects include: a comparative study of family policy in Canada, co-authored with
Prof. Abu-Laban of the Dept. of Political Science, University of Alberta; a study of the French Green Party, and; work
on environmental politics in Canada and Alberta. She is editing a forthcoming book on Environmental Conflict and
democracy in canada.
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Saturday, November 19
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Alberta’s Role in Canada
and the World - Setting
a Good Example
Facilitator: Ricardo Acuña

Room 1-001

Is Alberta all about the production of wealth? What about the quality of
life for everyone, not just the rich? Could we look outward to see the
whole world around us? These are the challenging questions posed by
Senator Roche, who wants Alberta to be a place that contributes to a
stronger Canada and a more equitable world. The issues of war and peace
are not a remote subject. Human security and survival of the planet should
be built into the Alberta agenda.

Senator Emeritus
Douglas Roche, O.C.

Senator Emeritus Douglas Roche, O.C., Author, parliamentarian and
diplomat. Former Ambassador for Disarmament and a Member of
Parliament,, Senator Roche served in the Senate of Canada from 1998 to
2004. He is the author of eighteen books, the latest Beyond Hiroshima
(2005) and has contributed chapters to thirteen more. He is an Officer of the
Order of Canada and Chairman, Middle Powers Initiative, a network of
eight international non-governmental organizations specializing in nuclear
disarmament. He was the founding President of Parliamentarians for Global
Action, an international network of 1,300 parliamentarians in 99 countries.
In 2003, he was given the Gandhi, King, Ikeda Award for “dedication to
peace, unity, and non-violence” and the Canadian Islamic Congress Award
for Peace.
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