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They hang the man
and flog the woman
That steal the goose
from off the common.
But let the greater
villain loose
That steals the common
from the goose.
Folk poem, circa 1764
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Uncommon Dreams - Visions of the Public Good

Greetings from the Director
Many in Alberta, Canada and around
the world are not self-indulgent. Some
can buy a lot, but many don’t have
enough for the basics - food, shelter,
health care, education, time for leisure
with loved ones. If we had a true
democracy, rule by the people, no one
would go without. The community
would make sure everyone was looked
after.

Gordon Laxer
Director and co-founder
The Parkland Institute

Dear Conference participants,
Welcome to Parkland Institute’s eighth
annual fall conference. This conference
is about the public good, an idea we
don’t hear much about these days.
Instead the corporate media’s incessant
message is to think of yourself and buy,
buy, buy. Be self-indulgent. You are a
consumer. You rarely hear that your
most important role is as a citizen of the
wider community. Nor that we should
be putting the good of the community,
and the biosphere which sustains all life,
above personal greed.

Democracy was built around the idea of
the ‘commons’, a concept which dates
back to at least 14th century England.
The commons has many meanings:
• “a tract of ground, the use of which is
not appropriated to an individual, but
belongs to the public”,“a community
of possessions”.
• “Provisions, especially food, provided
for a community or company in
common”.
• “the common people”,“the lower
order as distinguished from those of
noble rank”,“the poor”.
• “participation”,“the body of free
citizens bearing common burdens
and exercising common rights”.
• “the commonweal or body politic”,
the House of Commons

• “act in concert”,“share and share
alike”,“pull together”.
(Oxford English Dictionary)
At this conference you will hear from
exciting speakers on how to restore and
expand the idea of the commons, the
public good. It is about retrieving the
great promise of democracy.
We have chosen speakers who have a
variety of views. Parkland conferences
are about debate, not about presenting
a single perspective.
My wish is that you will gain more
understanding of the issues, come away
wanting to take action, meet exciting
new people or resume old
acquaintances. And don’t forget to
become a member of Parkland Institute.
As a non-corporate research and
educational network, we rely on
contributions from you the people, to
survive and thrive. I hope to meet you
and talk to you at some point this
weekend. Come up and say hello.
Best Regards,
Gordon Laxer

Discussion and Session Format
We heard you!

Bring your own mug

Conference Evaluation

One message we received from last
year’s conference evaluations was that
you would like more discussion time
with speakers and other participants.
Accordingly, we have lengthened the
concurrent sessions to two hours and
we have decreased the number of panel
speakers to two people. We have also
worked hard to find experienced
session facilitators who will help focus
and guide discussion. Please use this
year’s conference evaluations to let us
know what you think of these changes!

Coffee, tea and muffins will be served
Saturday and Sunday mornings from
9:00 - 11:00 am. Please bring your own
mug. Disposable cups will be available
for a prohibitive fee of $2.

Please complete the conference
evaluation form that is in your
conference package. Your comments,
ideas and suggestions are very
important to us in our planning of
future Parkland events.

Lunch
Lunches for Saturday and Sunday are
included in your registration fee unless
you opted out of the lunch plan when
you registered. If you didn’t purchase
the meal plan, please feel free to brown
bag it. If you have forgotten your lunch,
some vendors will be open on the main
floor of the Students’ Union Building.
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Conference at a Glance
Thursday, November 18
Horowitz Theatre, Student’s Union Building
6:00 - 7:00 pm
7:00 - 10:30 pm

Conference Registration
Film Screening: The Corporation

Theater Lobby
Horowitz Theatre

Conference Registration
Linda McQuaig
It’s the Crude, Dude: Oil and the Public Good (or Bad)

Theater Lobby
Horowitz Theatre

Friday, November 19
Horowitz Theatre, SUB

Saturday, November 20
Engineering and Teaching Learning Center (ETLC)

S

Map to the Engineering
Teaching and Learning Centre
(The Maier Learning Centre)
on the far west edge of campus.

door

91 Ave.

(ETLC)
Maier
Learning
Centre

ECERF

116 Street

6:30 - 7:30 pm
7:30 - 10:00 pm

92 Ave.

9:00 - 10:00
10:00 - 12:00

Conference Registration
Session A
Steven Shrybman
In the Public Interest: Legal Fights to Save/Destroy Medicare

12:00 - 1:00

Lunch

1:00 - 3:00

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Session B1
Public Spaces: Inhabiting the commons
Facilitator: Michael Phair
Brian Fawcett - Public Space and Marketplace
Judy Garber - Streets as Political Spaces

ETLC Lobby
Room E1-001

Room 1 - 003

Session B2
Room 1 - 007
Public Sphere: Renewing the power of the public
Facilitator: Steven Patten
Dennis Soron - The Poverty of Privatism: Renewing Faith in Public Action
Trudy Govier - Building Peace from the Piece
Session B3
Room 1 - 013
Public Security: Public rights in an age of insecurity
Facilitator: Ricardo Acuña
Curtis Clarke - Policing Alberta’s Oil Patch: Public Interest and Security
Jim Gurnett - Feeding Fear and Eroding Rights

3:00 - 3:30
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Session B4
Facilitator: Fiona Cavanaugh
Walmart: Is it in the public interest?
Alberta Federation of Labour, International Solidarity Conference

Room 1-017

Session B5
Global Visions Picks
THIRST
Sugar: The Rules of the Game

Room 1 - 001

Break

Uncommon Dreams - Visions of the Public Good

Conference at a Glance
3:30 - 5:00

Session C
Facilitator: Diana Gibson
Joel Bakan - The Politics of Corporate Social Responsibility

Room E1-001

8:00 pm

Parkland Public House

Education Lounge
4th floor Education
Center, North Building
(see ad inside for map)

with AA Sound System

Sunday, November 21
Engineering and Teaching Learning Center (ETLC) - Maier Learning Center
9:00 - 10:00
10:00 - 12:00

Conference Registration
ETLC Lobby
Session D
Room E1-001
Mark Starowicz - The Digital Deluge and the Survival of Canadian Identity

12:00 - 1:00

Lunch

1:00 - 3:00

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Session E1
Public Services: Who is being served?
Facilitator: Joanna Miazga
Ellen Gould - Bringing the Public Back into Public Policy:
Trade Activism and Public Service Campaigns
Blair Redlin - Secretive, Risky and Unaccountable:
Why Public-private Partnerships are Bad For Democracy

Room 1 - 003

Session E2
Room 1 - 007
Facilitator: Myrna Kostash
Public Domain: Commodification of knowledge, education and culture
Susan Crean - Who Owns Culture? The Draining of the Public Domain
and the Rise of the Cultural Industries
Jerrold Kachur - American Imperialism and Cultural Commodification:
The War Against Terrorism as an Economic Policy for Intellectual Properties
Session E3
Room 1 - 013
Facilitator: Malcolm Azania
Expanding the Public: Who is “we”?
Donna Coombs-Montrose - Expanding the Public: Defining the “We”
Sara Dorow - Bordering on Difference: The Promise and Problematic
of Defining Community
Session E4
Room 1 - 017
Public Good(s): Public resources and public interest
Gordon Laxer - Not for Sale: Decommodifying Public Life and Nature
Diana Gibson - Water - In Whose Interest?

3:00 - 3:30

Break

3:30 - 5:00

Session E
Elaine Bernard - Workers as the Public

Room E1-001
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Thursday, November 18
6:00 PM

Conference Registration

The Horowitz Lobby (SUB)

7:00 PM

The Corporation
A film by Mark Achbar, Jennifer Abbott and Joel Bakan

Horowitz Theatre (SUB)

One hundred and fifty years ago, the corporation was a relatively insignificant entity.
Today, it is a vivid, dramatic and pervasive presence in all our lives. Like the Church,
the Monarchy and the Communist Party in other times and places, the corporation is
today's dominant institution. But history humbles dominant institutions. All have been
crushed, belittled or absorbed into some new order. The corporation is unlikely to be
the first to defy history. Based on Joel Bakan's book The Corporation: The Pathological
Pursuit of Profit and Power, the film is a timely, critical inquiry that invites CEOs,
whistle-blowers, brokers, gurus, spies, players, pawns and pundits on a graphic and
engaging quest to reveal the corporation's inner workings, curious history,
controversial impacts and possible futures. Featuring illuminating interviews with
Noam Chomsky, Michael Moore, Howard Zinn and many others, THE CORPORATION
charts the spectacular rise of an institution aimed at achieving specific economic goals
as it also recounts victories against this apparently invincible force.
Film screening co-sponsored by the Centre for Constitutional Studies, Faculty of Law

Friday, November 19
6:30 PM

Conference Registration

The Horowitz Lobby (SUB)

7:30 PM

Linda McQuaig
It's the Crude, Dude: Oil and the Public Good (or Bad)

Horowitz Theatre (SUB)

Journalist, columnist and bestselling author Linda McQuaig has developed a
reputation for challenging the establishment. Winner of a National Newspaper Award
and an Atkinson Fellowship for Journalism in Public Policy, she has written for just
about every major Canadian newspaper and numerous national magazines. She is the
author of six books all national bestsellers on politics and economics, including
Shooting the Hippo, The Cult of Impotence and, most recently, All You Can Eat:
Greed, Lust and the New Capitalism.

Linda McQuaig
It's the Crude, Dude:
Oil and the Public Good (or Bad)

6

In September, Linda's most recent book, It's the Crude, Dude: War, Big Oil and the
Fight to Save the Planet, was released. The book is a blistering and urgent look at the
powerful role that oil plays in shaping the international political landscape. With all
the drama and intrigue of a thriller, the book explores the disturbing alliance that has
developed between Big Oil and Washington. With her trademark analysis and insight,
Linda McQuaig looks at the effect that this relationship has had in shaping United
States foreign policy. The book also underlines the reality that no nation has more to
lose in the high-stakes game of Big Oil politics than Canada.

Uncommon Dreams - Visions of the Public Good

Saturday, November 20
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Conference Registration

ETLC lobby

Session A
Facilitator: Wendy Armstrong

Room E1-001

Recently the battle for the future of Medicare has opened up on a new front-in the
courts. Among the cases currently underway or recently decided is a pending decision
by the Supreme Court of Canada in “Chaoulli”, a case invoking the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms to challenge Quebec's ban on two-tier delivery. Recently the Federal
Court dismissed an application by the CUPE, the Canada Health Coalition, and other
groups and unions seeking orders requiring the federal Minister of Health to monitor
and enforce the Canada Health Act in light of reports by Auditors General
documenting the failure of several Ministers to do so. As of this writing litigation is
also pending before Ontario's Superior Court challenging approvals for two P3
hospitals to proceed in the province. Steven Shrybman, who has been involved in
each of these cases, will provide an overview of this litigation and discuss their
common themes.

Steven Shrybman
In the Public Interest:
Legal Fights to Save/Destroy Medicare

12:00 M

Steven Shrybman is a partner in the law firm of Sack, Goldblatt and Mitchell and
practices international trade and public interest law in Ottawa, Canada. For the past
sixteen years his work has focused on international trade and investment law. He is the
author of A Citizen's Guide to the World Trade Organization, and dozens of articles,
legal opinions and research reports dealing with the impact of trade liberalization on
other and often competing societal objectives, from environmental protection to
cultural diversity. Steven works closely with Canadian unions and civil society to
confront the impact of the neo-liberal agenda of privatization, de-regulation and free
trade. He spends a lot of his time fighting to maintain public ownership and control of
public services from health care and water utilities, to libraries.

Lunch Break
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Saturday, November 20
11:00 AM

Session B1 Concurrent Session
Facilitator: Michael Phair

Room 1-003

Public Spaces: Inhabiting the commons

We know who owns public space-at least theoretically. But who owns today's
marketplace? Are the two converging, and what are the political and social
consequences of that convergence? Brian Fawcett conducts an open-ended
investigation of these questions based on his two recent books.

Brian Fawcett
Public Space and Marketplace

Brian Fawcett was born in Prince George, B.C., Canada in 1944. He worked as a
community organizer and urban planner in Greater Vancouver until 1985, and then
taught in maximum security federal prisons for six years. He also had a short career as
a professional hockey player, but now writes full time. He is a past editor of Books in
Canada, a former columnist for the Globe & Mail, and past chair of the Writers Union
of Canada's Free Trade and Charter 94 Committees. He is a founding editor of the
internationally-followed Internet news service, www.dooneyscafe.com. His most
recent books are Virtual Clearcut: Or, The Way Things Are In My Home Town, and
Local Matters: A Defense of Dooney's Café and Other Non-globalized Places, People
and Ideas, both published in 2003. Virtual Clearcut won the 2004 Pearson Prize for
non-fiction and was called “one of the best non-fiction books to ever come out of
this country” by Toronto's Now Magazine.

Among various kinds of spaces, streets may have the strongest symbolic and
historical connection with the publicness, openness, and pluralism of cities. The term
"street politics" conjures up democratic or radical politics--thus, we have seen this term
used in connection with antiglobalization protests. What is the connection between
politics and the street? Are the antiglobalization protests that take place in city streets
attentive to urban issues? Is it even clear in cities today what kinds of spaces "count" as
streets?
Judy Garber has taught in the Department of Political Science at the University of
Alberta since 1990, mostly in the areas of US politics, law and politics, and urban
politics. Her publications and talks concern urban land use and the democratic
possibilities of cities. This year, a McCalla Research Fellowship is allowing her to write a
book on the urban public sphere--the intersection of space and politics in the city.
She has an interest in affordable housing issues and is currently on the board of the
Edmonton Inner City Housing Society.
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Judy Garber
Streets as Political Spaces

Saturday, November 20
1:00 PM

Session B2 Concurrent Session
Facilitator: Steven Patten

Room 1-007

Public Sphere: Renewing the power of the public

This talk explores the origins of (and possible solutions to) the problem of "privatism"
in contemporary culture - that is, the growing tendency of people to disengage from
the sphere of politics and public participation, and to orient their main energies
around the private domain of career, family, personal consumption, and selfadvancement. Reversing this ongoing process of depoliticization will require more
than simply cajoling the more cynical and apathetic among us into becoming more
civic-minded. It will require struggling to transform a whole range of social, political,
and economic arrangements that now leave us feeling powerless and isolated, and
provide us with few meaningful opportunities for addressing the problems we face in
a public, collective manner.

Dennis Soron
The Poverty of Privatism:
Renewing Faith in Public Action

Dennis Soron is a researcher with the Neoliberal Globalism and its Challengers Project
at the University of Alberta, where he also teaches part-time in the Sociology
department. Additionally, he is a member of the distance faculty of Athabasca
University's Master of Arts in Integrated Studies (MAIS) and the coordinating editor of
the Parkland Post.

Are there forces more powerful than bombs and tanks? Is there power in 'people
power' or 'cooperative power'? What is the evidence? How could we think of such
power as useful in a world torn by war and violence?
Trudy Govier, a philosopher and author who normally lives in Calgary, is currently
based in Winnipeg at Menno Simons College, where she holds the Paul and Esther
Esau Distinguished Visiting Professor's Chair for the academic year 2004-5. Trudy
Govier has worked extensively with Project Ploughshares Calgary, Healthy Calgary,
Philosophy Cafes at Annie's Book Company, and the Calgary United Way. Her many
books and articles include Social Trust and Human Communities (1997), Forgivenss
and Revenge (2002), and The Amber Letters: A Philosophical Mystery (2004). Govier
is married, has three children, and enjoys singing, piano, swimming and cycling in her
spare time.

Trudy Govier
Building Peace from the Pieces
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Saturday, November 20
1:00 PM

Session B3 Concurrent Session
Facilitator: Ricardo Acuña

Room 1-013

Public Security: Public rights in an age of insecurity

Today, private security firms, like the private sector generally, have become responsible
for tending to public interests and supplying public goods. The state, with varying
degrees of enthusiasm, has turned to business and the market as mechanisms to
provide public goods such as education and health care. In the realm of security,
private security firms have been delegated responsibilities that, in certain settings,
effectively make them the key providers of perhaps the most basic public good, public
safety. This concern of accountability is of particular interest to governance and
security initiatives unfolding in Alberta and its petroleum industry. This talk examines
the evolution of these relationships in the context of the nodal governance of security.
Curtis Clarke is an Associate Professor and coordinator of the Criminal Justice program
at Athabasca University, Centre for State and Legal studies. Prior to pursuing an
academic career Curtis served as a police officer in Ontario. He has carried out
empirical studies on the implementation of community based policing, police
organizational change and the shifting boundaries between private and public
policing. Curtis has completed research for the Canadian Association of Chiefs of
Police, the Federal Solicitor General, Health Canada, Edmonton Police Service and the
Metropolitan Toronto Police Service.

Curtis Clarke
Policing Alberta's Oil Patch:
Public Interest and Security

The hastily created "anti-terrorism" legislation of 2001 has become part of life in
Canada. The legislation and its associated activities are dangerous for most Canadians
but particularly for people coming to Canada from dangerous parts of the world. It is
time for a serious consideration of how we went down this street. The talk will also
address more generally the dangers of a "security" agenda for people with little power
in the community.

Jim Gurnett

Jim Gurnett is Executive Director of the Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers.
He has also worked with Edmonton NGOs Bissell Centre and Hope Foundation. His
work in partisan politics included serving as Director of Communications and
Outreach for the New Democrat Official Opposition in the Alberta Legislature and as
an MLA prior to that. He was a school teacher and administrator for 15 years in
Alberta and Afghanistan and has also been a journalist. Volunteer work with many
community organizations has also been part of his life over the years.

Feeding Fear and Eroding Rights

10

Uncommon Dreams - Visions of the Public Good

Saturday, November 20
1:00 PM

Session B4 Concurrent Session
Facilitator: Fiona Cavanaugh,
Education Co-ordinator, Change for Children

Room 1-017

Walmart: Is it in the public interest?
Alberta Federation of Labor
This workshop is designed to raise awareness around the impact
of Walmart on local communities both here and in the
developing world. Participants will gain valuable skills for use in
the resistance or simply be persuaded to alter their shopping
habits and convince others to do the same.
This event is co-sponsored by the Alberta Federation of Labour,
Human Rights and Solidarity Committee as part of its
International Solidarity Conference.
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Saturday, November 20
1:00 PM

Session B5 Concurrent Session

Room 1-001

Parkland's Global Visions Picks
Again this year we are very pleased to feature two of the best films
from Edmonton's own Global Visions Film Festival.
Thanks to Andy Laskiwsky, director of Global Visions for sharing these picks

THIRST
(USA, 2004, 62 mins)
Directors:
Alan Snitow, Deborah Kaufman

Is water part of a shared "commons," a human right for all people? Or is it a
commodity to be bought, sold, and traded in a global marketplace? 'Thirst' tells the
stories of communities in Bolivia, India, and the United States that are asking these
fundamental questions.

Sugar:
The Rules of the Game
(Spain, 2003, 33 mins)
Directors: Carlos Guardia & Ramon Valles
‘Sugar' examines the complex world of
international commerce by looking at the
major players in the sugar industry -European and African farmers, major sugar
production companies on both continents,
experts and officials. The report shows how
decisions made at distant international
meetings affect the lives of individuals.
3:00 PM
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Break
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Saturday, November 20
3:30 PM

Session C
Facilitator: Diana Gibson

Room E1-001

Is corporate social responsibility (CSR) the solution, part of the solution, or part of the
problem for stopping corporations from causing harm? Bakan argues that CSR is at
odds with the corporation's true institutional nature, and that we should be sceptical
of it, especially when it is invoked to defend deregulation and privatization.
Joel Bakan is the author of the The Corporation: The Pathological Pursuit of Profit and
Power which formed the basis for the award-winning film The Corporation.

Joel Bakan
The Politics
of Corporate Social Responsibility

Born in Lansing, Michigan, Joel Bakan moved in 1970 with his parents to Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada, where he graduated from Eric Hamber Secondary high
school. He went on to earn a BA at Simon Fraser University (1981), and then, as a
Rhodes Scholar, a BA in law from Oxford University in 1983. After receiving a
Canadian law degree at Dalhousie University (1984), he served as Law Clerk to the
Supreme Court of Canada for Chief Justice Brian Dickson in 1985, and then went to
Harvard where he completed his master's degree in law (1987). He was assistant
professor at Toronto's Osgoode Hall Law School for two years when he returned to
Vancouver to join the Faculty of Law at the University of British Columbia as an
Associate Professor. Today, Joel teaches Constitutional Law and theory at UBC.
This session is co-sponsored by the Centre for Constitutional Studies, Faculty of Law
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Sunday, November 21
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Conference Registration

ETLC lobby

Session D
Facilitator: Linda Goyette

Room 1- 001

Once, Canada faced an unprecedented threat. It was not an invading army; it was a
phenomenon the Dominion had never experienced. A new technology which
redefined everything - politics, religion, entertainment, and economics. It was, literally,
the greatest revolution in communications since the Gutenberg Press: Radio. The
liberation this technology brought was exhilarating. But its effect on Canada was
devastating.
The Canadian Encyclopedia describes Mark Starowicz as the creator of “the most
influential news programs in Canada since 1970.” These span both radio and
television, and include As It Happens, Sunday Morning and The Journal, which he
created and guided, with the late Barbara Frum, through its groundbreaking 10-year
history. He has won seven Gemini Awards. The Dawn of the Eye (1996), Mark's sixhour history of TV news, was hailed by critics around the world, and is a staple in
every journalism school in North America.

Mark Starowicz
The Digital Deluge
and the Survival of Canadian Identity

12:00 M

Mark has received honorary degrees from King's College in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Ontario, Montreal's McGill University, Toronto's
York University, the University of Ottawa and the University of Victoria. As well, the
Canadian Club recently honoured him as Canadian of the Year. Two years ago, Mark
received the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award from the Canadian Journalism
Foundation for his remarkable contribution to the industry and commitment to the
highest journalistic standards and ideals over his 30-year career.

Lunch Break
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Sunday, November 21
1:00 PM

Session E1 Concurrent Session
Facilitator: Joanna Miazga

Room 1-003

Public Services: Who is being served?
Trade agreements effectively privatize and deregulate public services, but trade
negotiations are carried out in a context that is intentionally severed from democratic
policy-making processes. Proponents of trade agreements say that they have the
advantage of binding the hands of government on a permanent basis. However, this
attempt to remove areas of public policy from the public domain has backfired. This
presentation will analyze two grassroots campaigns where trade arguments played a
key role in the promotion of public services.
Ellen Gould is an international trade researcher, currently working for the Council of
Canadians and Public Citizen on the impacts of the WTO's General Agreement on
Trade in Services. She has delivered a training course on trade for the United Nations
Office of Project Services. She has an MA in Social Studies and has worked for
government and for non- governmental organizations in policy research. Her recent
papers include: “International Trade Negotiations: Politics by Another Name”, in
Decommodifying Public Life: Resisting the Enclosure of the Commons, eds. Laxer and
Soron; “International Trade and Investment Agreements - An Update for Local
Governments”, Union of BC Municipalities, August 2004; “Background Paper on
GATS Negotiations”, Transatlantic Consumer Dialogue, January 2004.

Ellen Gould
Bringing the Public
Back into Public Policy:
Trade Activism and
Public Service Campaigns

Public-Private Partnerships (P3s) are increasingly the "flavour of the month" for
provision of public infrastructure and services in Canada. But, because governments
which use P3s must rely upon private sector companies for management and delivery
of services which were formerly delivered or managed by public servants, the rules of
the private sector marketplace are increasingly the rules that are governing public
affairs in Canada. Concepts such as "commercial confidentiality", "protection of
investor rights", "tax avoidance", and "investor confidence" are supplanting more
democratic notions for public service such as openess, accountability, responsibility of
elected officials and public involvement. Blair Redlin's presentation will canvass some
recent, often alarming, examples of the trend to secrecy and unaccountability that P3s
have imposed on the Canadian public sector.
Blair Redlin is a national Research Representative with the Canadian Union of Public
Employees, based in Burnaby, B.C. Last year, he served as (acting) Research Director for
CUPE at its national office in Ottawa. He is a Research Associate with the B.C. office of
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives and a member of the Board of Oxfam
Canada.
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Blair Redlin
Secretive, Risky and
Unaccountable:
Why Public-private
Partnerships are Bad
For Democracy

Sunday, November 21
11:00 AM

Session E2 Concurrent Session
Facilitator: Myrna Kostash

Room 1-007

Public Domain: Commodification of knowledge,
education and culture
This talk will address the implications of the plundering of the public domain currently
occurring (through privatization and appropriation), the public (and private) revolt
against copyright, and the global pressure on creators to abandon their rights. Of
particular concern to creators is the disappearance of moral rights in the world of
piracy and commodified culture, a phenomenon which has major implications for the
public domain.

Susan Crean
Who Owns Culture?
The Draining of the Public Domain
and the Rise
of the Cultural Industries

Susan Crean is a writer, cultural critic, editor and activist whose books include Who's
Afraid of Canadian Culture? (1976) and Grace Hartman -- a Woman for her Time
(1995). Her most recent book The Laughing One -- a Journey to Emily Carr was
nominated for the Governor General's Award for Literature in 2001 and won the
Hubert Evans Prize for non-Fiction in British Columbia. She is a contributing editor of
Geist, and This (formerly This Magazine), and she contributes to a variety publications
ranging from the Globe and Mail, to the Journal of Canadian Studies and Now
magazine. She is a former Chair of the Writers' Union of Canada and founding Cochair of the newly formed Creators' Rights Alliance/Alliance pour les droits des
créateurs. Crean has been active in the field of copyright reform for many years on
behalf of artists and as chair of the Writers' Union's Copyright Committee. She is based
in Toronto where she teaches feature writing at Ryerson University's School of
Journalism.

This presentation discusses the New American Foreign Policy and the War on Terrorism
as a way to use the hard-power of the military to open up economic markets for
cultural commodities, in this case, related to higher education. The author explores
the triangle of international relations among Canada, Afghanistan, and the USA and
how information infrastructure (e.g. computer networks and software), educational
goods (e.g. commercialized research) and education services (e.g. online learning)
provide the means for Americans to fight terrorism and make money at the same
time. The author argues that the right to preemptive self-defense (The Bush Doctrine)
and the more 'humanist' version of soft-multilateralism (Nixon-to-Clinton security
strategies) enable the soft-power of American cultural imperialism to work in many
tacit ways as a form of creeping commodification.

Jerrold Kachur
American Imperialism and
Cultural Commodification:
The War Against Terrorism
as an Economic Policy
for Intellectual Properties

Jerrold L. Kachur is an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Policy
Studies at the University of Alberta. He is co-edited of Contested Classrooms:
Education, Globalization and Democracy in Alberta (1999) and Educational Reform
and the Role of Teachers' Unions: A Comparison of the United States, Canada, Japan,
Korea, Mexico and Argentina (2000). His current research focuses on globalization,
empire, and the politics of knowledge; intellectual property rights and the
commercialization of higher education; and contemporary critical research
methodologies.
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Sunday, November 21
1:00 PM

Session E3 Concurrent Session
Facilitator: Malcolm Azania

Room 1-013

Expanding the Public: Who is "we"?

In the struggle to assimilate into mainstream Canadian society, many immigrants have
expressed the feeling of exclusion from the concept of "we". Are we succumbing to
the prejudices of a conservative minority? Do our foreign-born have a vested interest
in safeguarding or protecting the 'public good'? Are immigrants considered an integral
part of the "we"? How can second-stream Canadians be empowered for 'the public
good'?
Donna Coombs-Montrose current Membership Chair, Non-Academic Staff Association,
University of Alberta; founding (Steering Committee) member, Caribbean Women
Network, Edmonton; Executive Member, Cariwest; annual sponsor of city-based Arts
Festival, Edmonton; Board Member, Alberta Labour History Institute; former
Librarian, Archivist/Information Officer and labour activist for the Oilfields Workers'
Trade Union, Trinidad & Tobago, a position held for 18 years.

Donna Coombs-Montrose
Expanding the Public:
Defining the "We”

Zygmunt Bauman (1999; 2003) has pointed out that borders between communities
are constantly re-drawn, their frontierlands sites of both mutual understanding and
perpetual squabbling. Increasingly, this means that some human lives are "superflous"
to global capitalism. What does this mean for defining and imagining community?
How do "we" understand communities across local/national/global borders? I
interrogate these questions, with examples drawn from transnational productions of
kinship, and from service-learning experiences.
Sara Dorow is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of Alberta who
does research and teaching in the areas of race, culture, and gender; globalization
and immigration; and transnational kinship formation (especially adoption). She is
Director of the Community Service-Learning Program in the Faculty of Arts, which
folds local voluntarism and activism into academic coursework.

Sara Dorow
Bordering on Difference:
The Promise and Problematic
of Defining Community
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Sunday, November 21
1:00 PM

Session E4 Concurrent Session

Room 1-017

Public Good(s): Public resources and public interest

Today, everything seems to be up for sale: babies, children's labour, the genetic code
to life, even water. If everything is turned into a commodity, it would erode the basis
of social existence, undermine democracy and threaten life itself. This talk explores the
building of a transformed Canada and world, through strategies to decommodify
many aspects of what are now marketized commodities. The goal is to turn 'labour'
back into people with rights, to transform marketized health care and education into
public services for all citizens, and to reclaim 'resources' as nature.

Gordon Laxer

Gordon Laxer is a political economist and author of Open for Business. The Roots of
Foreign Ownership in Canada, which received the John Porter Award. Gordon is the
Director and co-founder of Parkland Institute. He is principal investigator of a five-year,
research project funded by SSHRC entitled Neo-liberal Globalism and its Challengers.
Gordon was chairperson of the Waffle movement for an independent socialist Canada
in Toronto in 1969, and the first chair of the Council of Canadians in Edmonton in
1985. He is now on the Council of Canadians' national board.

Not for Sale:
Decommodifying Public Life
and Nature

Of all our natural resources, water is the most threatened by rampant
commodification globally. Are pricing tools really an acceptable solution for protecting
our water? This presentation will discuss the impacts of pricing and private sector
involvement in water and will stimulate debate on alternatives - strategies that could
ensure the sustainable management of this limited resource while protecting access to
safe drinking water as a human right regardless of means.
Diana Gibson has a Masters in Development Studies from the Institute for Social
Studies in The Hague, Holland and has worked in labour relations for a number of
years in Ontario, BC and Alberta. More recently, she worked in Vancouver as a
researcher at the Trade Union Research Bureau, as Faculty in the Labour Studies
Programme at Capilano College, and as a Director at CoDevelopment Canada, an
international development organization focusing on joint Canadian-Latin American
projects. She has recently joined the Parkland Institute as Research Director. In her
research, Diana has focused on public services and the public resources. She has
engaged nationally and internationally on topics varying from health care and
education to water, sustainable agriculture and the environment.

Diana Gibson
Water - In Whose Interest?

3:00 PM

Break
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Sunday, November 21
3:30 PM

Session F
Facilitator: Ricardo Acuña

Room 1-001

How do we move from vision to practice? Who will speak for the public good, and
how can we organize to promote a widespread appreciation of civic entitlement and
social responsibility? Workers and workplace relations must play a crucial role in
organizing democratic communities of interest. As more of our relations become
mediated through markets, it is essential that we reassert a claim for public interest
and communal concerns. Only by extending democracy to the workplace can
democracy and civil society flourish.
Elaine Bernard is Executive Director of the Labor and Worklife Program at Harvard Law
School. Before being recruited by Harvard in 1989, Elaine was the Director of Labour
Programs at Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia. Elaine has a BA from
University of Alberta, a MA from University of British Columbia, and a Ph.D. from
Simon Fraser University.

Elaine Bernard
Workers as the Public
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Elaine is a lively and popular lecturer who has conducted courses on a wide variety of
topics for unions, community groups, universities and government departments in the
United States, Canada, South America, Japan, South Africa, Australia and many
countries in Eastern and Western Europe. Her current research and teaching interests
are in the area of international comparative labor movements, and the role of unions
in promoting civil society, democracy and economic growth.
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WRAP UP SOME FRESH PERSPECTIVES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON—GIVE THE READER ON
YOUR LIST A GIFT THAT LASTS THE WHOLE YEAR THROUGH

albertaviews magazine invites
you to send Christmas Gift
Subscriptions anywhere in
Canada for just $15 each!
Your gift recipient will receive
eight issues of albertaviews
magazine, plus a free copy
of our commemorative
Centennial Issue (a $10 value).

VISIT OUR INFORMATION BOOTH ON SATURDAY, NOV 20 OR SUNDAY, NOV 21
AND START SPREADING THE VIEWS!
albertaviews magazine is a proud supporter of the Parkland Institute’s Annual Fall Conference

Notes
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This conference
has been brought to you by ...
the conference volunteers who are too numerous to list here. They deserve a
giant thank you for their time, commitment and creative energy.
the many people who helped with brainstorming and planning this year's
conference.
Flavio Rojas who works many, many hours between the hours of midnight
and 6 am to make our conference materials functional AND beautiful.
Conference Sponsors:
This conference was made possible through the generous support of the
following co-sponsors:
Alberta Council for Global Cooperation,
Alberta Public Interest Research Group,
Alberta Federation of Labour,
Alberta Teachers Association,
Athabasca University (Master of Arts Integrated Studies,
Centre for Global and Social Analysis,
Centre for State and Legal Studies, and
Centre for Work and Community Studies),
Center for Constitutional Studies,
University of Alberta Department of Sociology,
Global Visions Festival,
Health Sciences Association of Alberta,
United Nurses of Alberta,
University of Alberta Conference Fund,
Woodsworth-Irvine Socialist Fellowship

11045 Sakatchewan Drive
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2E1
Phone: 780.492.8558
Email: parkland@ualberta.ca
Web: www.ualberta.ca/parkland

