
The Greek Alphabet
Phonetics and transliteration





Breathings:

• Above a vowel at the beginning of the word, the apostrophe indicates 
whether the breathing should be rough or smooth.

• For example:

᾽ e.g., ὀ = “o” smooth breathing

῾ e.g., ὁ = “ho” rough breathing





Try reading the names of these Greek gods in 
English:
• Ζεύς
• Ἄρης
• Διόνυσος
• Ἔρως
• Πάν

• Zeus
• Aries
• Dionysus
• Eros
• Pan



Now try writing these names in Greek:

• Demeter
• Artemis
• Aphrodite
• Athena 
• Hermes 
• Poseidon 

• Δημήτηρ
• Ἄρτεμις
• Ἀφροδίτη
• Ἀθηνᾶ
• Ἑρμῆς
• Ποσειδῶν



Your name:

• Try writing your name in Greek…

• … You may have to be a little creative!



Your challenge:

• Now, look back at the Latin vocabulary you 
have already learned.

• Transliterate some of the keywords into Greek 
– this will help you to familiarise yourself with 
both languages!



“Beauty is truth, truth 
beauty – that is all”
• What is Keats saying here?

• Why do you think Ancient Greek culture continues 
to inspire people, four thousand years after the its 
naissance? 
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