Ballady and
The Ovaf
Tradition

[elling the stories of our people




I the Beginning...

o [housands of years ago and many miles away, in the ancient lands of Greece, men and women told stories of their

ancestors - of their qods and heroes, their pasts and their principles - stories which were handed-down to their children

and their children's children.

* Soldiers told these stories to one another around campfires; mothers sang of them to their children; farmers regaled each
other with these tales as they brought in the harvest - they Tormed the fabric of the lives of everyday peaple in the

ancient world

o (ver time, these stories, these myths and legends were honed into the great moral and theological myths which we know

today - primarily because they were written down by the finest poet in ancient times: Homer



Ounpog

o Little is known about Homer the man
cholars debate his lite but it is generally
accepted that he wrote two of the most

famous epic poems in history,

o fladand Ujssey




I(iad

o Ihis epic poem tells the story of the Trajan War
* | it, we meet many famous heroes, such as Achilles, Patroclus, Udysseus and Hector

o These heroes teach the reader about those things which the Greeks valued the most:
o Heroism
o Patriotism
*  Honouring one’s ancestors
e Legacy (known fo the ancients as 4os | KAEOG |
o Pily
o Hospitality - respect for one’s quests and one's hosts
o We also encounter breek gods and qoddesses, who all have an important role to play in the development of

the story. Iheir intervention often ensures that the virtues outlined above are rewarded, whilst
contravention of these virtues is punished.




The Sfomj:

o [he story begins near the end of the Irojan War, which the Greeks have been waging against Iroy for over ten years
* Weary and battle-Tatiqued, the breeks are losing hope of ever vanquishing their enermy

o [here are many ongoing intriques and manoeuvres which lead up to the finale of the story - some of which you might

ike to read about yourselves

* W, however, are qoing to pick up the story at one of its most famous passages and learn about two great warriors: Hector

and Achilles..



"Who dragged whom
atrouwnul wall) ok
what?”

e [he above question is one which could once have been

answered by every schoolboy and schoolgirl in Britain!

"Who dragged whom around the walls of what" has only

one proper response ~ and you should learn it

o Hchiles dragged Hector around the wals of Jroy!"




Hector anid Achifles

* Hector s the greatest warrior in the lrojan army and Achilles is the finest warrior of the breeks

* Enraged at the ongoing atrocities of the war and determined to avenge the many wrongs committed upon his peaple by the Greeks, Hector
dons the armour of his dead best friend, Patroclus and decides to challenge Achilles to a duel.

* Kissing his wife, Andromache, and his son, Astyanax, qoodbye, Hector sets forth towards the breek camp

o At first, Achilles is terrified, as he cannot understand how the dead Patroclus can be walking towards him. Realising that it is a trick, however,
Achilles challenges Hector and chases him around the walls of the city of lroy

o Eventually, Hector has to act. He turns to fight Achilles who, aided by the qoddess Athena, overcomes the Irojan warrior and pierces him with
his spear. Hector perishes and Achilles celebrates his triumph.

o [he victorious Achilles chain the body of Hector to his chariot and drags it around the walls of Troy. duch desecration of the body of a noble
foe offends the qods, who are horrified at the impious actions of the breek warrior



Leayon One:

* Yelect pne of the following activities

1 Using books and the internet to help you, research the origins of the lrajan War. Look up the names Paris, Helen,

Agamemnon and (Jdysseus and explain how their actions led to a war between the Irojans and the breeks,

/. Research the city of lroy, the ruins of which are found in modern-day Turkey: Draw a layout of the city and label its

principle features

3. Choose one of the characters whom you have met so far and imagine that you are interviewing them. Jou can do this

either in writing {for a newspaper) or as a television interview (using video)



Homer and the Ovaf Tradition (1):

* |n the days before written texts were common, most stories were told orally and passed-down from father to son, from mother to
daugnter

o Many of the stories were repeated over several nights, around a campfire, agora or hearth.

* |n order for those listening to be able to remember the characters, adjective prefixes (known as “Homerian Epithets') were reqularly
added to character's names to remind the audience of each character's particular traits

e (unning dysseus
o Noble Acnilles
o Wise Penelope

o White-armed fielen

e Ihese Homerian Epithets give an indication of the most important aspects of each character



Horer and the Orval Tradition (2):

* |n order for the person reciting the poem to remember its key elements, the poems of /ad'and lyssey were written in dactylic
hexameter. [his means that each word with a long syllable is followed by two short syllables

o |his form of poetry is extremely structured and rhythmic - it lends itself beautifully to recitation

e |he events of the poems often rely upon Jeus £x Maching = supernatural intervention from qods or qoddesses which move the
action Torward.

e fundamental ancient virtues, such as #ieas; piety, respect for one's ancestors, respect for the dead, loyalty and patriotism are
rewarded by the qods; failure to comply with these virtues results in divine punishment.

e Any character or society which fails to abide by these virtues is doomed to fail: a fact which s s true today as it was three-and-

a-half thousand years ago.



The Death of Hector

*  Here is a short extract from /lad’ How many of the features of the oral tradition can you find? Highlight and label them:

Atrene deceived Hector with her words and fer disquise, and led him on Gl he and Achilles mel. Hector of the gleaming felm spoke first: | wil nat run from
Jou, a5 betore, son of Feleus My feart faied me as | waited for your attack, and three limes round Priam s ity we ran, but now my heart tells me to stand
and face you, to fill or be Killed Lome et us swear an oath betbre the gods, for they are (e best witnesses of such things. I Zeus Iels me kil you and
survive, then when |ve strigped you of your glorious armour 11l not mistreat your corpse, 11! return your body to your peaple, it you wil do the same for

/

me.

Swi-tboted Achills glared at him in reply- Lurse you, Hector, and don 't talk of aaths to me. Lions and men mate no compacts, nor are wolkes and lambs in
sympalty: they are gpposed lo the end Jou and | are beyond friendShip: nor wil there be peace between us Gl one or the other dles and sates Ares, lord of
the ox-hide el with his biood Summon up your reserves of courage, be a spearman now and & warrior brave. [nere s no escape from me and soon
Athene wil bring you down with my spear Now pay the price for all my grief for all my friends you Ve slughtered with your blace”

Jo saying he raised fis (bng-shadbwed spear and furled it But glorious Hector fepl an eye on it and] couching, dodged so the shaft flew above fim, and the
point buried itself in the ground benind Jet Palls Athene snatcted it up and relurmed it to Achiles, oo swilly for Prince Hector o see. And Hector spofe to
Feleus' peertess son- I seems you missed godilke Achills, despite your certainty that Zeus has doomed me. It was mere gliviess of speech; mere verbal
cwnning, trying o unnerve me with 1right, to mate me lose sirength and courge Jou ! get no chiance to pierce my back as | flee. sg, if the qods allow you,
dhive it through my chest as | altack, dbdge my bronze spear if you can. | pray it lbdges deeo in your flesh! If you were dead] our greatest bane, war would be
easy for us Irgins

5o saying, e raised and hurled fis long-shadbwed speay, striking Achiles” shield square on, though the spear simply reboundd Heclor was angered by his
vain attempl with the swifl sharl, and stood there in dismay, locking a second missite



Leayon Two:

o Look back to the research task you completed
* Jou are now qoing to use some of the information you found to create a short ballad piece of your own

e (hoose a character from Homer's /ad’ or create one of your own. Using the tropes about which you have learned and the
characters whom you have discovered, write a short, first person {i.: from the "|" perspective) poem about your

experiences.

* Be as creative as you can and remember o include lots of historical and Homeric detail.



Ocdiysrey

o Ihis epic poem tells the aftermath of the Irojan
War, in which the hero, Udysseus, King of lthaca
tries desperately o get back to his ancestral
homeland

e (dysseus' cunning leads to the eventual
overthrow of the Irojans. After their defeat, his
only desire is to return home to his wie
Penelope and his son, lelemachus




Odyrsend” challenges:

e Atter the Fall of [roy, Udysseus desires nothing more

than to return to Ithaca - but his journey is

constantly thwarted

* fle_confronts whirlpools and waves, lustul qoddesses

and vengetul qods, tricks and his own weaknesses. |

takes him a further ten years to reach his homeland.



Homer and the Oral Tradition (3):

* llle have already seen how Homer uses Homerian Epithets and dactylic hexameter to make the poem memorable.

* e have also seen how the morals of the poem reflect the virtues of the society in which it was based. Ancient breeks valued.
* feroism
e Patriotism
* Honouring one's ancestors
e Leqacy (known to the ancients as 4os |/ KA€OG )
o Piely

* Hospitality - respect for one's quests and one’s hosts (eniz / Eevia)

o (liyssey develops these values and shows how Tailure to adhere to them leads to divine punishment and, ultimately, death,



Leadon Three:

* (hoose one of the following activiies:

1 Using books and the internet to help you, research the story of Udysseus' journey: Plot a chronological (in time order)

map of his adventures,

/. Use a map of burope to plot Odysseus' journey from Troy to Ithaca. Label your map with the principle locations in the
story.



Penelope: Keeping the Home Fires
Burw‘

o (ysseytells the story of Odysseus' trials as he wends his way back to his homeland of [thaca

o Whilst he is having his adventures, his wife, Penelope, remains at home on the island and raises their son, Telemachus

o Ater the Trojan Wars end, most people assume that Odysseus is dead but Penelope refuses to believe that this is possible

o Her home is inundated with suitors - men who wish to marry her and steal all of the wealth accrued by Odysseus, which would then be inherited by lelemachus

o The suitors take advantage of Penelope’s hospitality. Greek custom requires her to how hospitality to all who come to lthaca - even to the detriment of her own people.
o The suitors attack her maids, drink her wine, slaughter her sheep and plot to replace her son

o Penelope has to use all of her wisdom to keep the suitors at bay - she s as wise as her husband is cunning.

o Ihe suttors try to bully her into choosing one of them to marry, so Penelope devises a plan to keep them at bay: she begins to weave a shroud for her father-in-law; Laertes and tells the
suitors that she will wed one of them once it is completed... but every night she unpicks the work she has done, so that the shroud is never finished.

o This plan works well for a long time, until she is betrayed by her maid, Melantho of the pretty cheeks. Melantho tells Eurymachus, one of the suitors, what Penelope has been doing and the
suitors then inist that she choose one of them to marry

o Before she s forced to make her choice, however, 0dysseus returns and sees the havoc that the suitors have wrought upon his homeland. With the help of Telemachus, he plots his revenge..



Penvefope weani
MAM‘ZM: B

o [his image, taken from a brecian urn, shows
Penelope’s deception being uncovered by

CUrymachus.




Odyrrered Refrrny:

* (Jdysseus finally returns to lthaca and, disquised as a beqqar, he enters his house and sees first hand the devastation that

the unwelcome visitors have caused.
e [he following passage shows Udysseus' fury and his revenge.

* He makes himself known to the suttors; throwing-off his disquise, he accuses them of abusing the xeni of his home and

of taking advantage of his wife, son and servants.

* When you read through the following passages, see how many Homeric traits and examples of breek virtue you can find



Then with an angry glance from beneath his brows Odysseus of many wiles answered him: *Eurymachus, not even if you should give me in requital all that your fathers left you,
even all that you now have, and should add other wealth thereto from whence ye might, not even so would | henceforth stay my hands from slaying until the wooers had paid
the full price of all their transgression. [69] Now it lies before you to fight in open fight, or to flee, i any man may avoid death and the fates; but many a one, methinks, shll not
escape from utter destruction " So he spoke, and their knees were loosened where they stood, and their hearts melted; and Furymachus spoke among them again a second time:
[10]"Friends, for you see that this man will not stay his invincible hands, but now that he was got the polished bow and the quiver, will shoot from the smooth threshold unil he
slays us all, come, let us take thought of battle. Draw your swords, and hold the tables belore you against [75)] the arrows that bring swift death, and let us all have at him in a
body, in the hope that we may thrust him from the threshold and the doorway, and go throughout the iy, and so the alarm be swiftly raised; then should this fellow soon have
shot his [ast"

S0 saying, he drew his sharp sword [80] of bronze, bwo-edged, and sprang upon (dysseus with a terrible cry, but at the same instant qoodly Odysseus let fly an arrow, and struck
him upon the breast beside the nipple, and fixed the swift shft in his liver: And Eurymachus let the sword fall from his hand to the ground, and writhing over the table [65] he
bowed and fell, and spilt upon the floor the food and the two-handled cup. With his brow he beat the earth in agony of soul, and with both his feet he spurned and shook the
chair, and a mist was shed over his eyes. Then Amphinomus made at glorious Odysseus, [20] rushing straight upon him, and had drawn his sharp sword, in hope that Odysseus
might give way before him from the door But Telemachus was too quick for him, and cast, and smote him from behind with his bronze-tipped spear between the shoulders, and
drove it through his breast; and he fell with a thud, and struck the ground full with his forehead. [75] But Telemachus sprang back, leaving the long spear where it was, fixed in
Amphinomus, for he greatly feared lest, as he sought to draw forth the long spear, ane of the Achagans might rush upon him and stab with his sward, or deal him a blow as he
stooped over the corpse. So he started to run, and came quickly to his dear father, [100] and standing by his side spoke to him winged words: *Father, now will  bring thee 4
shield and two spears and a helmet all of bronze, well fitted to the temples, and when | come back | will arm myself, and will qive armour likewise to the swineherd and yon
neatherd; for it s better to be clothed in armour " [105] Then (dysseus of many wiles answered him and said: *Run, and bring them, while yet | have arrows to defend me, lest
they thrust me from the door, alone as | am." So he spoke, and Telemachus hearkened to his dear father, and went his way to the store-chamber where the glorious arms were
stored. [110] Thence he took four shields and eight spears and four helmets of bronze, with thick plumes of horse-hair; and he bore them forth, and quickly came to his dear father
Then first of all he himself girded the bronze about his body, and even in like manner the two slaves put on them the beautiful armour, {115 and took thei stand on either side of

Odysseus, the wise and crafty-minded. But he, so long as he had arrows to defend him, would ever aim, and smite the wooers one by ne in his house, and they fell thick and
fast




Leadyon Four:

* |magine that you are either Odysseus, lelemachus or Penelope.

o sing as much detail from the text and your research as you can, write a speech or poem which describes your Teelings at

having your homeland invaded by the suitors, who took such terrible advantage of your hospitality



0 andl lfiad
MWM art:

e Homer's epic poems have continued to inspire
people for generations. Here are just a few
examples of the stories being portrayed in 2

variety of media

o Why do you think the stories remain o
important to Western peoples! What morals ang
lessons can you take from the stories we have

just explored!



Lesdon Five: The Moval o the Story

o Look back at the passages you have studied and the research you have done. What do you think are the morals of /i
ond Uoyssey?

e sing the information have qathered, you are now qoing to create A Visior's buie fo Ancient Greece In this piece, you
should include:

o Details about the rules and expected behaviours of Ancient breece

* |nformation about the sorts of people, qods and creatures one might expect to meet

o Descriptions of the landscape, cuisine and [ifestyle

* lustrations and maps



L 3 The Anglo-baxon Ural Tradihoﬂ
1 ‘/ ' ./ | ’
e y |




Anale-Saxon Peetru:

o Beowulfis an A'nglmﬁmzm poem, written in

0L I‘Inglisk.

It was written in Around 1,0004.D. but was
};ra]m%if in existence for far longer, passed-on
in the 0ral Tradition (just Like Ogyssey And
Ilaq).

o It tells the story of the hero, Beau?ulf, and his
battles aqainst & monster named Grendel.

* It is the classic tale of the great warrior and
his conquests — the triumph of Good over Evil.




The Poem in Action!

» Watch and Listen to these renditions af the poem, which have
been }gradu ced es;gacmllw for Patrivtic /}'[fﬂf’ﬂﬂfﬂ/ﬁ

* https://youtu.be/IK3JOh2KSKCc

e https://youtu.be/uJYFL7 DBS8E



https://youtu.be/iK3JOh2KSKc
https://youtu.be/iK3JOh2KSKc
https://youtu.be/uJYFL7_DB8E

Beowul f — Your Task.s:

When you have watched and listened to the reproductions of Beowunly,
complete the following tasks:

. Research the story of Beowulf in full, using the internet and books.
Z. Make a list of all of the characters whom you meet in the story.
5. Create A timeline which shows the main events of the story.

4. ... Nowover to you! Imagine that you are & hero And that you are
qoing to fight A monster, in an Almighty battle of Good versus Evil.
Using the traits af the Ballad Tradition which Yyou have Llearned so
far, write your own epic poem in which you describe your adventures!



