


Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge the land we are meeting on is the traditional territory of 
many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the 
Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and is now home to 
many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. We also acknowledge 
that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas of the Credit.



Background:

The Carlaw + Dundas area is a former industrial area that has been 
undergoing a transformation into an emerging hub of cultural and 
creative workers and residents in the City’s East End. 

The area has been experiencing an influx of small businesses, live/work 
and residential uses since Policy No. 154 was put in place in 1998.



Previous Studies
April 1998 – Carlaw Area Study
• Residential uses proposed at 233 and 320 Carlaw prompted review of South Riverdale Part II Official Plan policies.  
• Study found that live/work uses were appropriate for the area.

June 2000 – Carlaw/Dundas Neighbourhood Improvement Plan
• Done is consultation with the neighbourhood.  
• Provided recommendations for future development.

2003 – Dundas Carlaw Quarter Capital Improvement Plan
• Brown + Storey Architects and Rodger Todhunter Associates
• Identifies public realm improvements.



Council Directives

In October 2012 a recommendation in a report at Toronto and East York Community Council 
directed staff to report back in 2013 on potential development guidelines and public realm 
improvements for the Dundas and Carlaw community. 

In February 2013, Toronto and East York Community Council approved my motion that the study 
include: 
• Recommendations for safe pedestrian crossings on Carlaw Avenue; 
• Public Realm and community benefits that are desirable for the neighbourhood and a plan to 

implement these benefits; 
• A review of the feasibility of allowing condo-owners to construct loft space within their units; 
• Recommendations for transit provisions that promote economic development and quality of life 

in the neighbourhood; 
• Relationship of Carlaw & Dundas to surrounding residential community; and 
• Incorporation of City Planning’s ongoing condo consultations. 



Carlaw + Dundas Community Initiative

The Carlaw + Dundas Community Initiative is a public 
space plan that establishes a vision, principles and an 
implementation plan that identifies priority projects that 
are underway and further improvements to public spaces. 
The key items that are addressed in this public space plan 
include: 

• Strengthening the Carlaw + Dundas area as a hub for 
small business and cultural activities. 

• Improvements to streetscapes and other public spaces. 
• A strategy to execute the improvements 





Site and Area Specific Policies (SASP)

The Carlaw + Dundas area was originally part of the South Riverdale Part II Official Plan policies that were adopted in 1986. 
Illegal live-work studios and applications to permit residential uses in industrial buildings on Carlaw Avenue led to a review 
of policies for the area. The review considered the potential impact of permitting non-industrial uses within the study area.

The original South Riverdale Part II Official Plan policies have been updated and are now included in the Official Plan as Site 
and Area Specific Policies (SASP). SASP are provided within the Official Plan for sites and areas that require more detailed 
policies and generally reflect unique historic conditions for approval in an area.

Site and Area Specific Policy 154 allows for a mix of employment and residential uses provided the employment uses are 
compatible with residential uses. An updated site and area specific policy (SASP 247) was adopted by Council on December 
18, 2013, and updates SASP 154, including relevant provisions which require that:

iii) the height, density and massing of new development respects and reinforces the existing and planned physical 
character of the adjacent area;

iv) residential, live/work and places of worship uses are located a minimum of 30 metres from the nearest rail 
corridor; and

v) non-residential gross floor area existing on December 16, 2013 or developed subsequently is replaced with 
any new development. "

These new provisions help to strengthen the area as a hub for business and also work towards providing a policy framework 
to require transition of new development to surrounding residential neighbourhoods.
SASP 247 is part of the Municipal Comprehensive Review (OPA 231). The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing issued 
its Decision which approved the majority of OPA 231 with minor modifications. The Decision is subject to a 20-day appeal 
period, with a last date of appeal on July 29, 2014.











Community Consultation

Two public open houses were held where residents were invited to learn more about 
the study and provide their feedback. The staff team took the workshop findings and 
continued their analysis of the area. 





Vision Statement

A community where people live, work, play and learn; 
adapting and changing while respecting the area’s unique 
character and industrial heritage.





Heritage Study and the Industrial History
By Richard Unterman

















Design Overview 
by Paul Nodwell, Schollen & Company Inc.



























Jimmie Simpson Park Gateway





Jimmie Simpson
James "Jimmie" Simpson (1873 – September 24, 1938) was a British-Canadian trade 
unionist, printer, journalist and left-wing politician. He was a long-time member of 
Toronto's City Council and served as Mayor of Toronto in 1935, the first member of the 
Cooperative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) to serve in that capacity.









Carlaw-Dundas Triangle and Obelisk 
by Pierre Poussin & Paul Nodwell



As part of the Carlaw + Dundas Community Initiative project, a 9.2 metre-high obelisk by internationally-acclaimed 

Toronto artist and designer Pierre Poussin was chosen as the centre piece of the Carlaw-Dundas Triangle.







Obelisk panel being cut

Finished cut panel





































Badgerow Parkette





















Heritage Plaque District

Heritage Toronto created a unique Heritage Plaque District in 
the Carlaw and Dundas neighbourhood that highlights the 
industrial past of the area. This is Toronto’s first Heritage 
Plaque District.

The plaques are accompanied by a self-guided walking tour. 

Visit www.exploredundascarlaw.heritagetoronto.org for 
more information and for the digital tour.





East End Bridges to Art Underpass Project

This is a project I initiated in 2017 with the idea of painting a series of murals on the rail 
bridges in the Carlaw-Dundas area as part of the Carlaw Dundas Community Initiative.

The Underpass Project grew to include all nine rail bridges in Toronto-Danforth from 
Eastern Ave to Coxwell Ave. This is the only project of its kind in the City which will be 
rolled out over a number of years.

The first two underpasses were Gerrard St. East (at Carlaw Ave) and Jones Ave, both 
completed in 2019. The third underpass in the series was Carlaw Ave at Gerrard St. East, 
which was completed this year. Next up is the Coxwell Ave underpass.





Comments



Thank You!


