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Honourable John Wilkinson
Minister of  the Environment
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 12th Floor
Toronto On
M4V 1P5
minister.moe@ontario.ca

October 30, 2010

Dear Minister Wilkinson,

I am writing you in reference to the Environmental Report on the TTC Ashbridges Bay Storage  
and Maintenance Facility.

While  we  commend  the  Province,  the  City  and  the  TTC  for  moving  forward  on  new  and 
progressive sustainable transportation options for the citizens of  Toronto, we are rather concerned 
about the lack of  thought given towards users of  active transportation, such as pedestrians and 
cyclists, in this Environmental Report.

As far as we can see, there was no mention of  the impact of  this project on cyclists or pedestrians.  
All references to “traffic” in sections 4.4 and 5.3 appear to include only motor vehicle traffic, 
excluding other vehicles such as bicycles. Likewise, the mitigation steps offered in sections 4.4.2  
and 5.3.2 exclude any possible mitigation that would benefit the safety and comfort of  cyclists,  
such as the inclusion of  a bikelane in any future redesign of  Leslie Street.

Furthermore, the Report does not take into account the numerous cyclists that use Leslie Street 
and surrounding infrastructure  for  commuting purposes.  In Chapter  3,  “Existing Conditions”, 
there  is  only  a  short  reference  to  the  Martin  Goodman Trail,  under  the  heading  “Parks  and 
Recreation”. It is important to keep in mind that many utilitarian cyclists visit Leslie Street as a  
retail destination, as the large stores (Price Choppers, Canadian Tire, etc) are frequented by cyclists  
and pedestrians alike. 

It is problematic to conduct a traffic study, and consider the possible effects this project has on 
traffic,  without taking into account all  road users.  Statistics indicate that approximately 1/2 of  
residents in the downtown area do not have access to a car. A 2007 study on Diabetes, Where You 
Live Matters (available at www.ices.on.ca) indicates that the area surrounding the project site has an 
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even higher  number of  people  who use transit,  walking or  cycling as  their  primary mode of  
transportation and lower than average rates of  car ownership.

As the Report states: “In evaluating the nine track route options, a mixed-traffic Leslie Street route 
was identified as the technically preferred [route] because it was the most balanced and reasonable 
option” (Executive Report, page 3). As such, we are calling upon the Province, the City and the 
TTC  to  truly  evaluate  Leslie  Street  as  a  “mixed-traffic”  route  and  provide  “balanced  and 
reasonable” mitigation options. This will require the consideration of  bicycles in all traffic studies,  
conducting a proper assessment of  possible effects of  this project on cyclists and pedestrians, and 
proposing mitigation measures that will increase the safety and well-being of  all road users.

Therefore, we are requesting that after the 35 day Ministerial  review period, that you consider  
ordering a Ministerial  notice which “requires further steps,  which can include further study or 
consultation”. We sincerely hope that these future studies will include all road users, particularly 
pedestrians and cyclists.

Sincerely,

Michelle St-Amour
Advocacy Director
Bike Sauce: Bicycle Resource Centre


