
Via Email: lorna.zappone@ontario.ca 

 
Regarding:  the Ashbridges Bay Maintenance and Storage Facility for New Streetcars 
 
Dear Ms. Zappone, 
 
I wish to re-iterate the following concerns contained in a letter (attached) from our board of directors dated 
August 2010 which incidentally, does not appear to be included in the report appendices.   
 
The letter highlights a recent death and any more injuries that have occurred along the stretch of Leslie 
St. in Toronto - to be reconstructed by the TTC.  The letter asks that the road be reconstructed to prevent 
future deaths and injury of pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
It is suggested that some conditions be imposed on the project proponent to ensure that the resulting 
design and implementation incorporates best practices for pedestrian and cycling safety so the new road 
is safe for all road users. 
 
The concerns in the letter were exacerbated upon reviewing the related Traffic Impact Study.   
 
In the Traffic Impact Study: 

 “Traffic” does not include pedestrian or cycling traffic  

 There is no mention of how cycling facilities in the immediate area (Eastern Ave bike lanes, 
Lakeshore Blvd. multi-use trail and the Martin Goodman multi use trail) will be integrated nor 
are there any counts related to these facilities – all located within the short stretch of Leslie 
to be reconstructed.  

 The % of people biking or walking to work is assumed to be 3% (transit 17% and Cars 80%) 
pg. 8. City of Toronto statistics indicate much higher levels of pedestrian, transit and cycling 
use (upwards of 60%) stats Can 2006. This is a large discrepancy and paints an inaccurate 
picture regarding who uses the road.  

 No “traffic” counts were done on weekends - when shopping is at its peak. 

 All mitigation measures are addressing car traffic  

 No evidence of re-routing heavy trucks – the unwritten interpretation is that trucks are the first 
priority. This should be a transparent statement up front.  

 No reference to the status of on-street parking. 

 No evidence of pedestrian or bicycle analysis (of circulation or volumes)  

 It is not clear from the report if Toronto Transportation, Planning or the Office of the Public 
Realm have been included in discussions about Leslie.  

 
Is this a matter of provincial interest? 
Transportation is large and growing source of green house gas emissions. Efforts are underway in 
municipalities across Ontario to reduce auto-dependence and related greenhouse gas emissions - in part 
by encouraging walking and cycling as a mode of transportation (not just recreation).  For this reason it is 
important that walking and cycling be considered in the background transportation studies. If these 
omissions are permitted to continue across the province, the Ministry of Environment is sending a 
message to the proponents of all transportation projects that pedestrians and cyclists are not “traffic” and 
that they need not be considered in any detail. 
 
Thank you for considering the above request I hope it is helpful.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
should there be any questions. 
 

Paul Young, health promoter 

The South Riverdale Community Health Centre 
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