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July 30, 2010    

 
Lito Romano 

TTC Community Liaison  

5160 Yonge Street, 13th Floor 

Toronto, ON M2N 6L9  

 

 

Regarding the proposal to install TTC storage and maintenance barns 

 at Leslie St. and Lakeshore Blvd. in Toronto 

 

To whom it may concern:  

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the South Riverdale Community Health Centre I would like to take this 
opportunity to provide comments regarding the above proposal.   We are a provincially funded, community 

controlled health service agency located in South Riverdale.   The community we serve includes the areas around 

the proposed project. 

 

Our comments relate primarily to Leslie St. between Queen St. East and Lake Shore Blvd. It has been our 

observation that over the years Leslie St. has become a destination for cyclists and pedestrians as well as 

motorists.  This is due in large part to the concentration of large retail uses and to the revitalized waterfront trail 

system accessible at Leslie and Lake Shore Blvd. 

 

The issues we are concerned with as a health centre are pedestrian and cyclist’s safety and the remediation of 

contaminated soils.  
 

Regarding pedestrian and cyclist’s safety our staff has hosted meetings over the years with the Ward 30 

Councillor and community residents to discuss local community improvements. Lack of safety on Leslie for 

walking and cycling has been consistently identified, especially for children, seniors, cyclists and physically 

disabled residents.  Intersections and entry drives are wide and dominated by cars and trucks, sidewalks are 

narrow and close to traffic, entrances are without accessible sidewalks and there are no facilities to separate 

cyclists from trucks and cars. 

 

Statistics indicate that over 40 % of residents in the downtown area do not have access to a car.  A 2007 study, 

Diabetes, Where You Live Matters (available at www.ices.on.ca), indicates that the area surrounding the project 

site has an even higher number of people who use transit, walking or cycling as their primary mode of 

transportation and lower than average rates of car ownership. 
 

In 2006, the Health Centre assisted with a debrief after Isaac Morkel was fatally struck by a truck at Leslie and 

Eastern Ave while cycling to a food store on Leslie St.  Cyclists frequently ride on the sidewalks due to the 

hazardous road conditions.  This is especially evident on weekends when recreational cyclists and walkers head 

to the waterfront. 

 

It is our understanding that Leslie St will be reconstructed to accommodate the new tracks.  We are formally 

requesting that the TTC and City take this opportunity to ensure that the new Leslie St. be reconstructed to 

accommodate cyclists and pedestrians. This will require some creative thinking and engagement of adjacent 

property owners (i.e. Loblaw’s) as well as City of Toronto Transportation Planners. We understand your 
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consultants will be asked to look into design solutions. We recommend the City’s cycling unit be engaged as 

well as the Office of the Public Realm for input on pedestrian safety and the area planner to review any options 

for facilities on adjacent properties. 

 

We see this as an opportunity to re-integrate Leslie St. into the community and make it a complete street for all 

road users.   
 

Regarding soil remediation, given the history of soil contamination in the community, any soil testing done in the 

area should be made public, including specific test results. If soil remediation is required, the public should be 

consulted to ensure a transparent process.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to forward our concerns. We look forward to further engaging on this issue along 

with the community.  We trust you will arrange for further discussions and exploration of design solutions prior 

to proceeding with construction. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 
Janine Luce 

President 

Board of Directors 

 

cc: Councillor Sandra Bussin 

      Councillor Paula Fletcher 

      J. Kalsen, Executive Director, East End CHC 

 


