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Toronto’s off to a good start now that everyone is talking about 
transit expansion and how to pay for it.  Anyone riding the 
packed streetcar or subway during rush hour knows that the 
TTC needs to expand to meet growing ridership across the City.  
I support expanding transit with projects like the LRT routes 
approved last year, the new streetcars due to hit the streets 
next year, and new initiatives like the Downtown Relief Line and 
the Big Move.  

Gridlock is hurting Toronto’s economy and it is important we 
act soon. We’ve heard arguments that transit can be funded 
by revenues from a casino that hasn’t been approved yet, or 
through corporate sponsorship. The experts have said this is 
not true. The Toronto Region Board of Trade, representing over 
200,000 businesses in the GTA, put forward funding 
recommendations including road tolls, a 
regional sales tax, parking levies and a 
gas tax to help fund transit. I will urge City 
Council to work with the provincial and 
federal governments along with nearby 
municipalities to implement a transit 
strategy that will modernize our public 
transit and identify how to pay for it.

Construction will soon begin on the connecting track down Leslie 
St. for the new streetcars to access the Leslie Barns. I’m a fan of 
new streetcars but using Leslie Street to connect the Barns to 
Queen Street has always been problematic, and more so since 
the TTC had to expand the project scope to take into account 
the underground infrastructure that was not considered during  
planning. This change has increased the cost and duration 
of the project. I will continue to work with local residents 
and businesses to ensure their voices are heard during the 

construction period and the TTC 
lives up to its commitments. 

On a positive note, the 
TTC has already agreed 
to open a neighbourhood 
office at Queen and 
Hastings and hire two 
community liaison staff 
to deal quickly with your 
concerns during the 
project. 

Transit & Leslie Barns
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Jane's Walks   May 4 & 5   janeswalk.net
Environment Day  May 11    Riverdale Park
Doors open Toronto  May 25-26   toronto.ca/doorsopen
Eats & Beats on Riverside  June 1   Queen St. East
Riverdale Art Walk  June 1 & 2   Queen St. East
Pride Week   June 21-30   pridetoronto.com
Leslieville Tree Festival June 22   Leslie Grove Park
Canada Day   July 1     Riverdale Park
Festival of South Asia July 6 & 7    Gerrard St East
Thrill of the Grill  July 20    Danforth
Taste of the Danforth August 9-11  Greektown

BIA News – Shop Local!

Leslieville

While it’s Ward 30’s newest BIA, Leslieville 
is already a popular neighbourhood 
with lots going on. The new BIA will help 
businesses work together to host events 
and festivals, promote Leslieville, and 
advocate for business during TTC Leslie 
Street Construction. I’m looking forward to 
working with the new board and getting 
this BIA off the ground.

Gerrard India Bazaar

The Gerrard India Bazaar runs along 
Gerrard St. East from Glenside to Coxwell 
and is an exciting neighbourhood with 
so much going on. The annual Festival 
of South Asia in July is a great summer 
festival and I encourage you to make it out 
this summer.

Riverside

Riverside is one of the oldest BIAs in 
Toronto. The neighbourhood is growing 
and changing, with new developments 
going up and exciting businesses coming 
to the neighbourhood. On May 5 the BIA is 
leading a Riverside Historic Queen Street 
East Jane’s Walk from 11:00-12:45, and on 
June 1 the BIA is holding the Eats & Beats 
StreetFEST, an exciting celebration of food 
and music.

Danforth Mosaic

At the east end of the Danforth, the 
Danforth Mosaic BIA is undergoing an 
exciting revitalization with plans for 
improved lighting, summer planting and 
streetscape enhancements. Stretching 
from Jones to Westlake this is one of the 
largest BIAs in the City.

Greektown on the Danforth

This year marks the 20th anniversary of 
Taste of the Danforth, and the Greektown 
BIA is pulling out all the stops! Taste 
attracts over 1 million visitors every year, 
and the BIA donates a portion of the 
profits to Toronto East General Hospital. 
I hope to see you out on the Danforth for 
Taste’s biggest year ever!

Danforth

The Danforth BIA has its Annual Thrill of 
the Grill street festival coming up on July 
20th. This year’s competition will feature 
a rib cook-off and celebrity judging panel. 
With the Danforth Music Hall and Carrot 
Common, this BIA always has something 
great going on.

On April 15 & 16 the Mayor’s 
Executive Committee met to 
debate the much 
anticipated report from 
the City Manager on the 
OLG proposal to build a 
mega casino in Toronto. In 
the months leading up to 
this debate I’ve heard from 
many residents who are very 
concerned about this proposal. 
I share these concerns, and will 
not be supporting any plans to 
allow a casino downtown or on 
the waterfront. 

In order to boost their cause, 
the pro-casino forces claim 
the City will get up to $150 
million in annual revenues 
from a casino. This is entirely 
unsubstantiated as the 
Premier has clearly stated a 

special deal for Toronto is not 
in the cards. 

It was disappointing that in 
a vote of 9 – 4 the Executive 
Committee voted to support 
moving forward with a mega 
casino in Toronto. It was also 
disappointing that in a vote of 
8-5 the Mayor and Executive 
members defeated my motion 
to eliminate the Port Lands 
as a potential casino site. City 
Council is expected to debate 
the issue in May.

The social costs of a mega-
casino are sure to outweigh 
any revenue the City will earn, 
and it’s time for Council to put 
an end to this debate and get 
back to real City-building.

Casino

Questions about city-related and
non-emergency services?

•	 Waste Collection & Bins 
•	 Water & Sewage 
•	 Roads and Sidewalks 
•	 Graffiti and Litter 
•	 Trees and Parks 
•	 Complaints and Comments

24 hours a day, 7 days a week
E-mail: 311@toronto.ca

www.toronto.ca/311

Crow’s Theatre is building a new state-of-
the-art performing arts facility and community hub on the 

ground floor of a new condominium in Leslieville.  Located on 
the northeast corner of Carlaw and Dundas, the new facility will 
house three spectacular venues for cultural and neighbourhood 
programming and events. It will open with a world premiere that 
will be showcased as one of the signature pieces of the Pan/
ParaPan Am Games in 2015. The facility is made possible through 
a partnership with Streetcar Developments.

Ward 30 has six Business Improvement Areas promoting the restaurants, bars, shops and culture that Toronto-Danforth has to offer.

家長資源中心:加拿大聯合教會宣佈河谷區教堂位
置,已經不會再保留.現時設立在教堂内的家長資源
中心的處境是不確定的.
家長資源中心是多倫多市政府所設立的, 每日有超過
100個家庭使用.我提出動議:
要求多倫多市政府的幫助,在未來的發展,
保持一個空間,以致到我們可以保持這個重要的資源能夠繼續開放。

林頓路:數百市民參加了由我主持的命名儀式. 鄒至蕙國會議員, Olivia 
Chow,
米高林頓市議員, Mike Layton,
施國亮國會議員, Craig Scott
戴彼得省議員, Peter Tabuns 
以及大批多倫多的各個圑體代表, 參加了慶祝林頓路的開放儀式.  從林
頓路可以看見壯麗的中華門牌坊

第324消防局成功挽回計入本年度財政預算之内:
保存了雲梯車.從我們團結起来兼快速的回應,
表明了當緊急時的,重要性和可靠性.
我提出一項議案，添加多63前線消防員,
使到多倫多消防署掌管之下旳每一個消防局,
都可以正常運作.現時多倫多市政府正在進行一項研究関於消防服務的
需求.
第324消防局位於Gerrard & Carlaw.

Greenwood Park内的新社區花園: 
從2013年春天開始就有一個種植行動
這是期待已久設立於Greenwood Park的社區花園,
這是司徒先生,Chung Szeto,辛勤工作的成績. 這是我們期待着耒臨的,
一個進展順利的,種植季節.
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Public Realm Projects

The City’s Public Realm division coordinated with communities in 
Ward 30 to bring a number of exciting projects to life this year. 
If there is a project in your neighbourhood you’d like the City to 
help with to improve the public streetscape, please contact my 
office.

upcoming Events
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Trees

The urban forest is a rich resource for our city, improving air 
quality, providing shade and serving as a habitat for wildlife. 
Toronto’s tree canopy coverage is only 19%, when a healthy 
coverage is 30% or more. Since 2010, over 900 trees have 
been planted in Ward 30 many of them through the wonderful 
Leslieville Tree Project and the Pocket Tree Project! If you’re 
interested in getting a free front yard tree from the City or a 
backyard tree through LEAF, get in touch with my office.

Sidewalk mosaic at the
Madina Masjid Mosque

Planters repaired at
Withrow Public School

Tree planting in Greektown
on the Danforth

New art installation at 
Danforth & Donlands by 
Jungle Ling

Targe
t = 

1000      Trees Planted in 
Ward 30 since 2010

Front yard &
street trees - 669

Withrow Park - 95

Joel Weeks Park - 68

Greenwood Park - 49

Tommy Thompson Park - 42
Felstead Park - 37

Let's Keep Growing!

Phin Park - 11

971

中文版本在背页

Crow's Theatre

lesliebarns.ttc.ca



Hundreds of local residents joined me, MP Olivia Chow, Councillor Mike Layton, MP Craig 
Scott, MPP Peter Tabuns and many representatives from across Toronto to celebrate 
the opening of Jack Layton Way. Jack was passionate about health care and about our 
community, and naming a street on the redeveloped Bridgepoint Health campus is a fitting 
local tribute. 

Council News

Bed Bug Funding

Dealing with bed bugs is a huge burden on anyone, and is 
particularly difficult for the most vulnerable among us. I have 
been advocating for better support systems from the City to 
help residents treat bed bugs and prevent infestations from 
getting out of control. Over the past year I’ve worked with 
tenants and housing advocates to secure continued funding 
from the Province to maintain the City’s bed bug team who assist 
vulnerable adults unable to prepare their homes for treatment 
on their own. Bed bugs are still a major issue for our City, and I 
will continue working to find effective solutions. 

Playground Enhancements for Withrow Park

I hope you’ll join in the community-based design process 
and come to the public consultations held by Parks staff 
for improvements to the playgrounds in Withrow Park. The 
enhancements are scheduled to be completed by early summer 
2014. Visit my website for more details.

Monarch Park Tunnel Improvements & the Rail Garden

The underpass from Woodfield Rd to Monarch Park will get a 
much needed upgrade this summer. Along with structural work, 
the rehabilitation project will improve lighting in the tunnel, and 
create safer access to the park. The schedule will line up with the 
summer holiday, so students will still be able to use the tunnel 
to get to school. City staff are working with the Rail Garden 
Committee to ensure the community garden can keep running 
during construction and Parks staff are planning to renew 
the soil to improve planting. The tunnel will be closed during 
construction, but the end result will be worth the wait and I’m 
sure the Friends of Monarch Park group will be just as active this 
summer as ever!

Summer in Ward 30
Supporting urban Fishing — Last summer a number of 
recreational fishers were upset to discover ‘No Fishing’ signs put 
up all along the waterfront. I put forward a motion at Council to 
direct the signs be removed and a fishing summit be held with 
all relevant stakeholders this May. As a city on a lake, we need 
to keep the waterfront a shared, accessible spot for all sorts of 
recreational activities.

Local Farmer's Markets  — With spring here, farmer’s markets 
are opening all across the City. It’s wonderful to buy fresh 
produce from the farmer who grew it while enjoying your 
neighbourhood. We’ve got a number of great markets in the 
east end, including the Leslieville Farmer’s Market, the South 
Riverdale Good Food Market, the Riverside Good Food Market, 
and the Withrow Park Farmer’s Market.

Community Gardens — Not everyone in the City has access to 
a back yard to grow vegetables. Community gardens provide a 
wonderful resource for residents who want a plot for their own 
planting. There are quite a few community gardens sprouting 
up around the ward, joining our well-established gardens. New 
gardens this year include Leslie Grove Park, Greenwood Park 
and Joel Weeks Park, and it’s the second season of planting for 
the Rail Garden on Woodfield Rd. If you’d like to get gardening, 
contact my office to learn more.

June is Bike Month — With spring in full bloom, cyclists are 
taking to the streets in big numbers once again. The City has 
partnered with Cycle Toronto for Bike Month, kicking off on May 
27 with Bike to Work Day. I hope you’ll join me on a ride to City 
Hall for a free pancake breakfast, and at other great events 
all month long including workshops, community rides, and 
children’s activities. You can learn more about Bike Month and 
cycling in the city at www.toronto.ca/cycling.

City Cycling  — Toronto needs cycling infrastructure that meets 
the needs of the growing number of residents who mainly use a 
bike to get around. Cycling in Toronto is not as safe or as easy as 
it could be, and we need to continue expanding cycle tracks and 
bike lanes to create a network that gets you where you need to 
go. Let’s work together to share our roads with everyone.

Local Swimming — Swimming pools and wading pools will be 
opening in late June across the Ward. For information about 
swim schedules visit my website (paulafletcher.ca/pools).

Leslieville Tree Festival — Mark your calendars – Saturday June 
22 from 12:00pm-4:00 is the annual Leslieville Tree Festival! 
This great family event is supported by LEAF and will feature 
performances, local eco-venders, children’s activities, a tree 
planting, and is a great opportunity to learn more about your 
local tree canopy. I hope to see you there!

Support for Malala Yousafzai

Like millions around the world, I was inspired by the story of 
Malala Yousafzai, a young Pakistani woman who was shot by the 
Taliban while riding the school bus because of her support for 
every girl’s right to an education. Malala has made a remarkable 
recovery and has returned to school in Birmingham, where she 
was treated. In November, Council unanimously supported my 
motion to endorse Malala’s nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
I’m sure Malala will continue to be an advocate and a leader for 
equality and education for girls and women.

Riverdale Aerial Truck Saved

During this year’s budget process I was concerned when fire 
trucks and stations were put on the chopping block without any 
study of the impact on response times. Neighbours rallied to 
save the aerial truck at Riverdale Station 324 at Gerrard & Car-
law and demonstrate the importance of reliable, rapid response 
times from our emergency services. Council supported my mo-
tion to keep 63 frontline firefighters so fire stations remain open 
and trucks operating across the City while a review of the City’s 
fire service needs is underway.

Giant Storybook Mural

Last October, German artist duo Herakut erected a mural on 
Dundas at Carlaw as part of a series of murals around the 
world in The Giant Storybook Project to create an international 
children’s picture book. Toronto’s mural is the fifth in the series, 
with other murals in Lexington, St. Ottilien, Montreal, Rochester, 
San Francisco, Miami, Melbourne, and Kathmandu.

Affordable housing

This fall, Council voted to save the majority of the single-family 
homes in TCHC’s housing stock. Keeping residents in their homes 
is important, but we also need to work to expand access to 
affordable housing. The wait list for public housing is the longest 
it’s ever been, with over 86,000 households waiting for access 
to homes they can afford. The Affordable Housing Committee is 
working on recommendations to reduce the waiting list, tackle 
the repair backlog, and give long-time residents the opportunity 
to buy their homes from TCHC. Keep in touch with my office for 
updates.

our Ward 30

our Parks and
Community Centres

Bridgepoint health

The redevelopment of Bridgepoint Health is on track and patients have 
already moved into the new hospital. Construction of the forecourt park will 

begin once the jail is closed down by the Province. I joined Bridgepoint 
Health CEO Marian Walsh in March for the key handover 
ceremony and invite you to stop by for a tour during Doors 
Open Toronto. The Emily’s House children’s hospice in the 
Philip Aziz Centre will be opening on May 14th.

Learn more at

bridgepointhealth.ca/redevelopment

Felstead Park Revitalized

This October we celebrated the opening of the newly refreshed 
Felstead Park turning a closed wading pool into a children’s play 
area. The new water feature, donut spinner, net climber and 
stone labyrinth continue to be a hit with young and old! 

New Rink in Greenwood Park

After some complications, the skating rink at Greenwood Park 
is nearly completed. While it was disappointing to miss out on 
skating in Greenwood this winter, it’s important the rink be built 
right the first time. The new facility will include a covered rink for 
hockey in the winter, and will be available next summer for ball 
hockey or other events. There will also be a new figure-8 style 
track for pleasure skating, so everyone can enjoy skating at the 
same time.

Joel Weeks Park Wins Design Award!

Last fall members of the Rivertowne community joined 
together to celebrate the opening of Joel Weeks Park. The park 
was designed by Janet Rosenberg & Studio with extensive 
community consultations, as part of the redevelopment of Don 
Mount Court. Congrats to Janet and her associates on receiving 
the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects Award for 
Regional Merit for the terrific design!

Leslie Street Spit

The Toronto & Region Conservation Authority has completed 
major upgrades to the park, with a new information booth 
and visitor area, a new environmental shelter to be used as a 
classroom for school groups, and a new ecological research 
station. The park is the only naturalized area on the waterfront, 
and is an important centre for research and recreation.

Matty Eckler Facelift

Matty Eckler Community Recreation Centre underwent a 
major overhaul, with a new front entrance, elevator, lighting 
improvements in the pool and repainting throughout. The facility 
is now completely accessible, and the reception area is much 
more welcoming. Landscaping to come.

Saving Grace  — This motion 
is making its way through 
Council and when finalized will 
give drivers greater flexibility 
to move their cars on parking 
switchover day. Residents 
shouldn’t be targeted by 
parking enforcement when 
street parking moves from one 
side of the street to the other 
and deserve a reasonable 
grace period to make the 
move.

School Loading Zones — 
Transportation Staff will 
report to Community Council 
on options to remove parking 
restrictions in school loading 
zones on weekends and school 
holidays across Toronto & 
East York. This will free up 
additional spaces for you and 
your guests that currently 
goes unused for much of the 
year.

Precious Cargo — Staff will 
soon report on my motion to 
provide permit-holders with 
a 20-minute grace period to 
park on the alternate side of 
the street while unloading 
groceries or getting kids 
into the house if no space is 
available nearby. This would 
mean you’re not risking a ticket 
while you unload. The report 
should be back in the fall.

Better Parking

Smart Planning – The Carlaw Corridor Study

City Planning is undertaking a refresh of the Carlaw/Dundas 
Neighbourhood Improvement Plan, to re-assess the needs of 
this special neighbourhood and to better direct City resources 
towards community-building. The process will include community 
workshops and meetings in May and June, and a final report to 
Community Council this fall. I’ve also submitted a petition for 
a pedestrian crossing on Carlaw. This is a great opportunity to 
identify the needs of the neighbourhood and how Parks, Public 
Realm, and Transportation staff can work with residents and 
businesses to develop a great plan.

New Police Superintendent Liz Byrnes

In below freezing temperatures new 55 Division Superintendent 
Liz Byrnes joined the Monarch Park community for their Light 
Up the Night neighbourhood safety walk. Superintendent 
Byrnes has roots in Ward 30, and we’re excited to have her join 
our community.

Newest Dog off-Leash: Thompson Parkette

Following the completion of Joel Weeks Park, a new dog off-leash 
was designated at the Thompson Parkette. While still under 
construction, dogs are already making use of the park, and 
improved fencing will be installed soon.

Revival 629

The film industry plays an important role in 
Ward 30, and I remain committed to maintaining 
creative uses in Toronto- Danforth. 
It’s a great boost to the 
community to see the 
former Toronto Film 
Studios re-opened 
at 629 Eastern with 
sound stages and 
carpentry shops 
already in use. 

Permit parking is one of the most frustrating issues for downtown drivers. Over the 
past few months, I have put forward a number of motions to make parking more 
accommodating to residents and Council has been looking at solutions that reduce 
stress when trying to park on your street.

10-Minute Grace Period — The 
City has a policy to provide a 
10-minute grace period after 
your ticket expires in pay-
and-display parking, but this 
information hasn’t always been 
readily accessible to residents. 
Unfortunately sometimes 
Parking Enforcement issues 
tickets during this window. 
The City is working to ensure 
Parking Enforcement not ticket 
during the grace period. In the 
meantime you can contact my 
office if you get a ticket within 
10 minutes of your meter 
expiring.

Saving Parent Resources Centre

With the Riverdale United Church location declared surplus by the United Church, the 
Parent Resource Centre’s future in the neighbourhood is uncertain. Parent Resources is a 
neighbourhood fixture, supported by Children’s Services and visited by over 100 families 
daily. I put forward a motion requesting Children’s Services assist Parent Resources 
to secure similar space in any future development, so that we can keep this important 
neighbourhood resource open.
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 ...it's the Jack Layton Way


