
Additonal guidelines for petitioning

Locations:

You want to be sure it's public space. I have been thrown out of county fairs for example because they 
are operating on private land even as it is a public event. Few people appreciate the problem of 
disappearing public space.

I have also been at shopping centers which are good but you will normally be thrown off the property 
in fairly short order so I don't recommend it. Bars are great but they are also private spaces so you need
to be familiar with the establishment and have permission.

Transit stations and events have given me the best results. I've gotten as many as 50 signatures an hour.

Co-ops should be good in the cities.  I've not had much success with co-ops as the ones in the rural 
areas had pretty light traffic.

Libraries are productive and technically public but staff generally believe you can't petition in the 
library.  You can petition outside the library.

Door to door is probably the least productive averaging about 10 signatures per hour. 

General Guidelines

Approach the person and ask if they would be interested in signing the petition to get Paula Overby on 
the ballot as the Green Party candidate for US Senate. If you sense some resistance, clarify that they are
not required to vote for the candidate, but that by signing the person agrees that candidate deserves to 
appear on the ballot for others who may want to vote for them, and this is the only way that minor party
candidates are allowed to get on the ballot (Grassroots Democracy!). Offer them a campaign literature 
card if you have them.

If someone doesn’t want to sign, don’t debate politics with them. Answer simple questions quickly, but 
direct them toward the website ( w  ww.PaulaOverby.com) for more detailed information, ask them to 
sign the petition, and then thank them for their time and move on to the next person. 

Each signer must complete all information in order for that signature to be valid.
Politely ask them to be complete, and not use a "ditto" for any of the fields. If they’re physically unable
to write the information themselves, they can just write their signature and you can complete the rest of
the information for them in their presence and at their direction

• DATE – The date that they’re signing the petition
• PRINT FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAME
• YEAR OF BIRTH  -  If 2000, they MUST include MONTH and DAY to verify they will be 18 by 
November 8, 2018)
• SIGNATURE 
• RESIDENCE ADDRESS
- Number and street, or box and route number where they live. CANNOT BE A P.O. BOX.
• CITY OR TOWNSHIP
• COUNTY
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If someone expresses a concern about the information they’re providing, let them know that we don’t 
keep or use the information for any purpose other than to submit it to the MN Secretary of State.  They 
will not be contacted or added to any mailing lists or databases. Let them know if they want to help or 
receive campaign updates they should sign up at w  ww.PaulaOverby.com.

Make sure that the information collected is legible and that the signer reads the signer's oath on the 
petition to be clear that they know what they are signing. If they have questions about the section that 
says "I do not intend to vote at the primary election for the office for which this nominating petition is 
made", inform them that there is no Democratic primary for this US Senate seat.  Signing this petition 
will not prevent you from anything in the General election.
We are do not know yet if there will be a republican primary for this US Senate seat. 

You may find some people who say they can not sign because they have a felony.
You may advise them that they can sign and they can vote if they are off paper (not on parole – they 
will know what that means).  Suggest they be sure to register to vote and remind them that the green 
party supports increased voting rights.  They  may appreciate the information.

If you are printing your own petition forms they must be printed on legal size paper, 11” X 14”.  If 
using a print shop, they should be able to download it from the web site www.PaulaOverby.com.

Only eligible voters, who will be 18 years old by November 8, 2016 and who are a resident of MN 
(including students) can sign the petition. The signers do not need to be registered to vote, but you can 
carry some voter registration forms with you to hand out. The time period to collect signatures is May 
22nd through June 5h.

Only signatures collected within this time period will be deemed as valid by the MN Secretary of State.
OUR GOAL IS TO SUBMIT OUR PETITION BY JUNE 4th, so it is essential that you connect with 
the campaign regularly to send in petitions whenever you have a reasonable number of pages 
completed. 

We will be tallying the number of signatures received on a daily basis, and submit as soon as we have 
a sufficient number of signatures to avoid a challenge from one of the two major parties (approximately
2500 – 3000). If you have questions, suggestions, concerns or status reports, please post them on the 
“Paula Overby for US Senate” Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/PaulaForSenate/
, or call the phone number below. 

Paula Overby
PO Box 211336
Eagan, MN 55121
Ph: 320-968-3729
Paula: 651-214-1603
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