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 Introduction 
 

 

The coronavirus pandemic sets enormous challenges for our country and all of humanity. 

The first challenge is to save lives threatened by the disease and to protect all of the 
population.This is the absolute priority that must guide all of our decisions. As the scale of 
the epidemic intensifies, every hour is a precious opportunity for action, for giving human 
life priority above all other considerations. 

Every person’s life has been upset by this epidemic and the measures taken to bring it to 
an end. Above all, we offer our support to those who are sick and our condolences to 
families who have lost loved ones. 

Confronted with this dangerous virus, it is natural to be worried, for ourselves, for 
those close to us, for the consequences our country will face. Health professionals 
and many other workers who provide public services are especially exposed and 
have devoted all of their energies to meeting the immediate, vital needs of the 
population.  

We wish to thank them for their courage and the example they offer; as of the date of this 
writing, we know that the coming days will be especially difficult for these women and 
men. We are fully mobilised in the call for better protection and equipment for those doing 
essential work and also for long overdue recognition of their value to society. 

Millions of our fellow citizens suffer hardship: from the homeless who are without even a 
roof to shelter them to the women and men exposed to the virus at the workplace. The 
majority of the country is living with confinement measures that lead to isolation and 
downgraded living conditions. For those in situations of precarity and the most vulnerable 
among us, these difficulties are desperate.  

We wish everyone to know that we stand with the people. Whenever possible, in cities 
and villages, throughout the country, Communist Party activists and elected officials are 
helping where needed and working to build solidarity that will enable us to overcome the 
crisis together.  

Solidarity and the mobilisation of the entire population are all the more necessary 
because this pandemic has revealed a crisis of civilisation that has been a long time 
coming.  

The relentless drive for financial profit has weakened our public health services and our 
industry to such a point that healthcare workers are lacking all types of necessary 
equipment and we are at a disadvantage in our fight against the epidemic. Billions of  
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humans have been thrust into precarity, poverty and ill health, and are bereft of 
protection. And while the health crisis rages, financial concerns continue to guide the 
choices made byadministrations and employers acting in the interests of profit alone. At 
all costs. We are angry that millions of us are forced to risk our lives to keep the profits 
rolling in. 

Fully engaged in the necessary mobilisation of all of the country’s vital forces working to 
bring the pandemic to an end, the Communist Party also feels it is important to sound the 
alarm with regard to the looming economic crisis. The people should not have to pay the 
price of this next crisis by way of hundreds of thousands of lost jobs. We reject the bail-
out of major banks and private corporations that are the cause of the crisis; their actions 
increase inequality and damage the environment.  

The measures set out in this text have been determined over the last weeks by the 
French Communist Party, our Members of Parliament, locally elected officials and 
activists. Many of them are emergency measures, appropriate in the current stage of the 
epidemic, which prefigure deep economic, social, environmental and democratic 
transformations.  

 
 

On the basis of this first contribution from our party, we are 
launching an appeal. 

We call on all citizens and all associations, trade unions, forces of 
the left and environmental movements, mobilised by the gravity of 
the public health and economic situation and in favour of a new kind 
of development that sets human beings and the earth before profits, 
and our message is: let us take care of one another and join in 
common cause throughout the country. 

Let us begin now by creating solidarity networks, by keeping watch 
over respect for basic human rights and fighting inequality in this 
time of crisis.  

Let us work together to develop and implement the most effective 
strategies for putting an end to this epidemic. 

Let us share our ideas for the change we want, the France we want, 
the society that we want to live in.Let us begin now, together, to 
bring these aspirations to life. 
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Health first 

The mobilisation of all sectors of industry that can contribute 
to the production of PPE and other equipment 

A weekly update on the production and shipment of masks 
and the numbers needed 

Nationalisation of strategic companies 
Systematic screening campaign 
Total mobilisation of private clinics and the armed forces health services 
A salary increase of up to 20 % for healthcare workers and 

workers in essential services 
Cancellation of hospital debt and +5 % hike inNationalGoal of 

HealthInsuranceSpending(exclusive of ongoing health 
expenditure) 

A massive hiring plan for hospitals and nursing homes 
Preparing a public health law  

 

 

Responding to the public 
health emergency 

protecting the population 
 

In the coming weeks, we must do everything to prevent loss of life, to preserve families 
from such loss, to protect our healthcare workers and give them the ways and means 
they require to do their jobs.  

The shortage of masks, gowns, gloves, hand sanitizer, bottled oxygen, ICU ventilators, 
diagnostic tests and medication has put citizens’ and healthcare workers’ lives in danger 
and has significantly reduced our capacity to fight the epidemic effectively. Our industrial 
capacity has not been sufficiently put to use. Financial means for facing the crisis are 
lacking. 
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We demand that the government provide protective health care and demand the 
recognition of the value to the nation of all workers in essential jobs who are 
serving the country’s immediate, vital needs, including healthcare workers and civil 
servants working for national or local administrations as well as workers in strategic fields 
such as energy and food supply. These workers must be included in the process of 
making strategic decisions for their sectors. The precarious nature of employment 
endured for too long by too many, the importance of the public services they provide, the 
risks they have been exposed to in this crisis, are all considerations that should lead to an 
immediate increase of up to 20% in their wages or salaries. 

All industrial sectors that can contribute to the production of masks and 
indispensable medical material must be mobilised. Nationalisations or capital stakes 
may be necessary to re-mobilise or mobilise machinery that could be used to produce 
needed equipment.In no case should losses be nationalised in order to bail out shareholders. 
Such nationalisations should bring about the definition of new management criteria with 
input from workers and citizens. When urgent action is required, as in the case of the 
Luxfer company,we must evaluate the situation quickly. 

Because of the very grave consequences of the current shortages, we also demand a 
weekly update from the government on the state of production and shipment of materials. 
Furthermore, we demand the organisation of a systematic diagnostic screening 
campaign for coronavirus in compliance with World Health Organisation 
recommendations. Recent government declarations have included specific information on 
production and expressed the goal of organising a systematic screening campaign at the 
end of the period of confinement. However, delivery dates for medical materials and tests 
remain vague, and the same is true for the production volumes and the measures taken 
to guarantee that needs will be met.  

Concurrently,public health must be declared to be a major national cause for the 
decade to come. 

We demand the cancellation of hospital debt and a rectification of the NationalGoal 
of HealthInsuranceSpending, increasing the amount by 5% immediately (excluding 
ongoing healthcare expenditures). While the President of the Republic has just 
announced work on “a massive plan for investment in and upgrading of all hospital  
career paths”, we believe that it is indispensable to immediately begin work on a public 
health law, with the input of healthcare workers, that will define a ten-year health 
planning and budget programme in order to rebuild the healthcare system in seven 
areas: funding public health and public hospitals; boosting the public hospital sector; 
improving access to healthcare and addressing the problem of underserved areas; 
reinforcing the nursing home network to meet the challenges of caring for those who are 
dependent; organisation of public policy on medication and medical devices; 
establishment of truly democratic healthcare; reconstruction of a humane system of 
psychiatric care. We are already participating in the debate on the “draft law on 
emergency measures for public health and hospitals” introduced by Communist MPs and 
Senators. The reinforcement of the public hospital and nursing home network can 
begin this year with a massive hiring campaign.  

With regard to the saturated hospital capacity at the end of March in many regions,  
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private clinics and the armed forces health services must be fully mobilised to 
take on all patients as necessary. 

For the future, this public health crisis has shown the need for a plan to recover 
national industries and promote international co-operation. France will thus be able 
to guarantee andcarry out the provision of goods that meet vital needs through public 
sector suppliers. Public control and sovereignty are at stake. The major companies will 
have to be nationalised and placed under democratic control. In the field of public health, 
this concerns, in particular, the pharmaceutical and medical equipment sectors. This 
industrial recovery is also an environmental imperative, as production is re-
localised. The industries created will be held to environmental standards and the 
preservation of natural resources as they satisfy the essential needs of the population. All 
technological innovations that reduce pollution and the use of natural resources must be 
encouraged. The development of green industries and environmental research are 
building blocks for renewed growth in the building, energy, materials and food sectors. 

This crisis also calls for the creation of Social Security for the 21st century, with 
fully free healthcare, a more robust public health service, and worker-
controlled management, so that every person may received care, and to  provide 
the countrywith excess capacity in materials, personnel and hospital beds, a 
departure from the dogma of maximum capital returns on investment and the policy 
of zero unoccupied beds. 



 

Protect workers 
Stop non-essential business activities 
Partial unemployment paid at 100% of salary 
Redundancy measures (dismissals) and payment of dividends prohibited 
For companies in difficulty: debt maturity extended, rent freeze, 

exceptional direct assistance subject to means testing 
Unemployment benefits maintained 
Immediate repeal of any exceptions to labour laws (work 

time, paid leave, “RTT” work time reduction schemes) 
Repeal of pension and unemployment benefit reform and 

establishment of system for secure employment and training 

 
 

 
Protect all workers 

make employment secure 
 

When workers in non-essential sectors are obliged to report to work, they put their 

lives in danger and endanger the entire population, accelerating the spread of the 
epidemic.We demand a halt to all business activities that are not essential to 
fighting the virus and meeting the country’s vital needs. 

This suspension of activity must include a ban on all redundancy measures. The 
Spanish government’s decisions constitute an advance in this regard. We propose 
that major corporations should be obliged toforgo payment of dividends by 
means of a truly dissuasive tax.To remove the threat of dismissal that hangs over 
workers’ heads and to preserve the financial stability of SMEs and VSEs, we propose 
the creation of a health emergency fund for employment security (see section 4) to 
finance partial unemployment benefits at 100%of salary, or usual fees in the case of  
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independent professionals. For companies in weakened financial situations, debt 
maturity postponement and rent freeze measures must be implemented. For those in the 
greatest difficulty, exceptional direct assistance may be paid out on the condition that jobs 
and salaries are maintained.The maintenance of unemployment status and 
continued payment of benefits, by way of a stop-the-clock at the date of 12 March, 
must by guaranteed and all removals from the rolls suspended. 

It is unacceptable and indefensible to jeopardise workers’ rights in the context of the 
public health emergency.We demand the immediate repeal of measures that would allow 
employers to increase work time up to 60 hours per week and mandate dates for paid leave or 
“RTT” time off. 

For the post-crisis period, employment and training security as well as greater 
life security in general are the best response to the situation.To this end, 
unemployment and pension reforms must be abandoned definitively.Faced with the 
risk of future health, economic and environmental crises and their consequences on 
employment, and because unemployment constitutes a terrible waste of human 
resources, every worker should benefit from secure employment. Everyone should be 
able to alternate periods of employment and paid training courses that are 
recognised and lead to qualifications without going through a period of forced 
unemployment or suffering loss of income.To reach this goal, a new public service for 
employment and training could combine the missions currently carried out by the  
Unedic,Pôleemploi, and Afpaand other agencies providing continuing education and 
training. 

This crisis has completely revealed the danger that capitalism represents for humanity.  
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Equality 

Price freeze on water, gas, electricity, telecoms and insurance 
Suppression of VAT on essential goods  
Free public transport 
Rent freeze and suspension of loan repayments (means-tested) 
Payment of an exceptional benefit to the most needy households 
Requisition of hotel rooms and furnished tourist accommodations 

for the homeless, families in substandard housing, women and 
children suffering domestic violence, refugees 

Increase in subsidies to associations 
Rescheduling the baccalauréat examinations and suspension of 

Parcours Sup Post-Bac Admission procedure 
Exceptional subsidy to regional and national print media 
Cultural relief fund 
Entertainment workers benefit calculations: lower the minimum 

threshold and stop the clock during the period of cancellation of 
public events 

 

 
In confinement we demand 

Equality! 
 

 

 

 

The 

public health crisis exposes the deep inequalities in our society and has exacerbated 
them for millions of fellow citizens, precarious workers and the poorest among us, 
especially those who are homeless or living in substandard housing, those in ill health 
or living with a handicap, victims of domestic violence, and refugees. 
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It is true that the epidemic has in some ways served to bring us together: anyone, social 
class notwithstanding, can be infected; the more affluent, used to feeling safe and secure, 
have been confronted with concerns that working class people face every day. Yet the 
inequalities remain striking: the experience ofa large working class family confined in an 
apartment building is nothing like that of a wealthy family in a big house with a spacious 
private garden. 

In addition to the strains of confinement, many citizens are suffering from a significant 
deterioration of their financial situation. Even more distressing, the homeless are 
extremely vulnerable because they cannot go into confinement and they have even less 
access than usualto hygiene products that provide protection from the virus. Women and 
children who are victims of domestic violence are also in danger. In this situation, the 
Défenseur des droits (French Protection of Rights Body) must appear before the National 
Assembly regularly to ensure that basic human rights are respected during the public health 
state of emergency. 

We propose the establishment ofexceptional purchasing power support measures 
throughout the confinement period. To benefit all residents of France, we propose 
freezing water, gas, electricity, telecom and insurance prices and rates; the suppression 
of VAT on essential goods; free access to the healthcare system and public transport. 
Depending on the level of need (means testing), rents and bank loan repayments may be 
frozen. For those experiencing the greatest hardship, we propose an exceptional relief 
payment. 

We demand the requisition of hotel rooms and furnished tourist accommodations to meet 
the urgent need for safe housing of homeless people, those in substandard housing or 
living in group housing, victims of domestic violence and refugees. Administrative 
detention centres must be closed as requisitioned housing becomes available and all 
refugees should have their status regularised. 

Associations that carry out actions that are essential to the reduction of 
inequalities should immediately benefit from an increase in their subsidies. 

Other inequalities are especially evident in the period of confinement. This is the case 
with participation in cultural life and access to information, but also concerns 
children’s continuity of instruction. We must develop the  means to overcome unequal 
access to works, knowledge, and tools for remote learning.  

We propose guaranteeing equal opportunity for students by designating the period of 
confinement as a time for revision and consolidation and postponing all evaluations. The 
final baccalauréatexaminations must be maintained, if conditions permit, and should be 
adjusted to enable all students to succeed after only partially completing the programme 
of study. We also propose suspension of the ParcoursupPost-Bac Admission Procedure 
for higher education. 

Deploying our best efforts to guarantee access to pluralistic information in this intense 
period of confinement is a crucial issue.We demand an exceptional subsidy to sustain 
regional and national print media, which have been hard hit by the crisis; 
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many local publications were already under duress. This subsidy could include bonus 
payments for providing free distribution during the crisis, which would help keep citizens 
informed and also strengthen the public’s relationship with print media, which is essential 
to society.  

The audiovisual sector could also focus on broadcasting school curricula and educational 
content, as well as developing a richer cultural offering for all generations, on television 
and internet.  

In this time of crisis, culture provides a much needed breath of fresh air, as we 
observe in the many creative activities that have flourished despite confinement.But 
this crisis has had a violent impact on culture. We demand the creation of a fund to 
support the cultural sector, in association with local authorities, a fund for 
supporting employees in the culture sector who are not covered by other 
measures.Local authorities and subsidised structures must make payment on 
contractual agreements signed with companies or groups that were unable to 
perform, so that these artists can prepare for the future and benefit from the creative 
work underway.For registered entertainment workers (intermittents du 
spectacle),we should reduce the threshold number of hours required to qualify 
for indemnification, and stop the clock for the period covering the first 
cancellations and up until the full resumption of public performances. 

This crisis demonstrates the urgency of combating exclusion, working to eradicate 
poverty and precarity. This is essential for respecting the fundamental rights of each 
human being; in matters of health and in general, the reduction of inequalities benefits all 
society. This crisis also illustrates the importance of developing public services. 
Creative work, teaching, research, information, communication, recreation, sport, health 
… clearly point to the necessity of moving towards a world where the greatest value is 
placed on humans.  



 

Mobilise funds to respond to the public 
health and economic crisis 
 

Creation of a 50 billion euro fund for public health emergencies 
and safeguards backed by: 
 Loans from the Caissedesdépôtsand the ECB 

 Re-establishment of the wealth tax and repeal of the flat tax 
 Modulation of the corporate earnings tax 

 Tax on GAFAM and NATU 
Creation of a European social, environmental and solidarity 

fund to finance public services, in particular hospitals and a 
European public centre for medication 

 

 

 
A fund for public health 

emergencies 
and safeguards 

 

Today’s tragic situation is the consequence of successive political decisions taken since 
the 

mid-80s, reform after reform, economic plan after plan,that have divided and weakened 
and public services, and brought public hospitals to their knees. 

Serving capitalist profits and in the name of balanced budgets, first because of European 
treaties, then on behalf of our debt to future generations, later to adapt the effects of 
globalisation… all of these decisions made by neoliberal governments led to the 
reduction of public and social spending that is of use to society, in favour of public 
spending focussed on lowering corporate contributions to social security and other public 
programmes, with special advantages to the biggest corporations. These policies were 
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spending focussed on lowering corporate contibutions to social security and other public 
programmes, with special advantages for the biggest corporations. These policies were 
built around the objective of lowering the so-called cost of labour. 

 

To respond to the public health emergency, safeguard employment and satisfy the 

requirements of equality, to support associations and local authorities in these efforts, we 

propose the creation of a 50 billion euro fund for public health emergencies and 

safeguards, backed by a programme of negative interest rate loans from the Caisse des 

dépôtsand the ECB, along with taxes on insurance companies, restoration of the wealth 

tax and repeal of the 30% ceiling on the financial revenuestax (flat tax), an increase in the 

corporate earnings tax for businesses that cut employment and wages to benefit 

shareholders, a tax on GAFAM and NATU in proportion to the increase in their 

business.In addition, all measures that seek to lower the operating costs of local authorities (in 

particular replacing civil servants with contract employees) must be quashed and the debt 

burden cancelled and financed by private banks and the Caisse des depots,conditional 

on the development of employment and effective investments. 

After the crisis, the creation of this fund will presage a new use for money. Although 
the ECB has announced that it will inject 1,000 billion more euro to buy back public and 
private debt instruments on the market, unconditionally, this financial windfall will only 
serve – as was the case in 2007-2010 – to fuel speculation on financial markets. ECB 
monetary creation should benefit a European environmental, social and solidarity fund to 
finance public services in Europe; this fund could be a source for meeting current hospital 
costs in Europe and financing a European public centre for medication. 
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Strengthening democracy 
 

Creation of a National Emergency Council, including the 
government, the scientific council, trade unions, political 
parties and associations of elected representatives 

Continuous parliamentary sessions held in the form of a 
standing committee 
End of the state of emergency after two months 
New powers for workers 

 
 

 
New democratic 

structures 
For today and 

tomorrow 

 

 

In this public heath crisis, exclusive exercise of full powers is not justified. The 
government’s current incapacity to act effectively clearly demonstrates the need for 
greater democracy, to enable society face the challenges before us. 

Furthermore, restrictions of freedoms deemed necessary to stop the progress of the 
epidemic, beginning with the severe restriction of movement under the rules of 
confinement, must remain exceptional measures, thoroughly supervised, and limited 
in duration. Already, certain measures are completely disproportionate, such as 
sentences of up to six months in prison for repeated violation of confinement orders, 
or the use of surveillance drones in Paris. In some districts, police officers have been 
abusive in the practice of enforcing confinement. Other measures, under 
consideration in France and in effect elsewhere, including digital tracking of infected 
individuals, are unacceptable. Healthcare professions have important messages to 
share with the public and we propose a major communication campaign to highlight 
these messages. Furthermore, ordinances that allow for “virtual” hearings must be  
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repealed because they infringe on the basic right to legal defence. 

The severity of the situation and the scope of its effects call for the creation of a national 
Emergency Council, including the government, the scientific council, political 
representatives from Parliament, trade unions and associations of locally elected officials. 
At all levels, from the municipality to the region, decisive initiatives are to be taken by 
local authorities to respond to the public health and economic crisis. Local authorities 
must be more closely associated with the decision-making process.  

Concurrently, we demand that Parliament should remain in continuous session 
throughout the crisis, by way of a standing committee overseeing crisis 
management and government actions; its members should be representatives of 
political groups in proportion to their number of members in the upper and lower 
house. This committee should rely upon democratic bodies in companies and local 
administrations for the implementation of measures. 

In any event, we demand an end to the state of emergency at the end of the two-
month period fixed by law and the resumption of transparent management under the 
oversight of Parliament. 

After the crisis, we propose that new powers be granted to workers, as initiated in 
the democratic management of the crisis.This will be indispensable if we are to 
prepare and carry out social, environmental and democratic recovery. It is not up to 
financial powers to dictate their conditions. We call on all citizens of our country to rise to 
the challenge to build a new post-crisis world together.  
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Expand solidarity and cooperation 
 

IN EUROPE: 

Pooling means, in particular with regard to producing 
healthcare equipment 

Abandonment of the European budgetary pact and debate on a 
new social and democratic pact for all the people 

INTERNATIONALLY:  

Increase the political and financial means of the WHO 
End blockades and financial sanctions; activate cease-fires around the world 
Accept healthcare assistance from Cuba 
Strengthen French solidarity and healthcare cooperation efforts abroad 
New international political and monetary institutions for a world 

of sharing and cooperation 

 
Solidarity and co-operation: 

European and international 
 

The pandemic calls for greater solidarity and total co-operation among peoples 
and nations. 

It requires pooling our means, in particular with regard to producing healthcare 
equipment.Yet, since the onset of the crisis, States and the EU Commission have 
refused to do so. Thus the public health, economic and social crisis that precipitated 
the coronavirus pandemic reveals the total failure of the capitalist foundations of the 
European Union and, further, the toxicity of capitalist, financial market domination of 
international relations and global trade.  
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The 27 countries of the European Union have the capacity to bring industry, workers, 
engineers and production tools together to meet the glaring needs of all of our hospitals. 
We have the wherewithal to immediately produce ventilators, masks and medication. But 
we must break from the dogma of competition, budgetary austerity and ECB intervention 
under the bullwhip of financial capital in order to organise this mobilisation and redirect 
monetary creation to give ourselves the necessary means.  

Post-crisis, the European budgetary pact must be abandoned. Various 
applications of the “golden rule” in different national constitutions, organic law, and 
laws on funding social protection must be eliminated. We propose a debate on a 
new social and democratic pact among the peoples and nations of Europe, to 
lay the foundations for a Union of sovereign and associated peoples and 
nations. 

Internationally, as the people of the world confront the pandemic with unequal arms,it 
is urgent that we end all blockades and financial sanctions and activate cease-
fires in all conflict zones around the world; we must encourage co-operation 
efforts such as those instigated by China and Cuba. Political and financial means 
must be granted to the WHO – its role was decisive in the eradication of smallpox – 
so that the organisation can fully play its part in supporting states battling Covid-19. 

France should welcome assistance from other countries, as Cuba has offered. In 
addition, we also have a duty of solidarity and co-operation with other countries. 
The sixth world power, and member of the UN Security Council, our country must engage 
in healthcare and medical co-operation with countries lacking the resources to control the 
epidemic, especially in Africa. 

This crisis teaches us that public health must be a universal common good in 
the days to come. When States breakdown and people are so poor that they have 
no access to healthcare services, human lives are destroyed and the pandemic 
proliferates throughout the world.Today’s crisis is a call for ensuring fundamental 
social and democratic rights and stable incomes to workers around the world. 
This means that we must leave capitalist globalisation behind and replace it 
with new international political and monetary institutions for a world of sharing 
and co-operation. 
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At the heart of this crisis, an upheaval that has shaken the planet, we 
see a challenge to civilisation. 

If we were to go forward with the same scenario that has been forced 
upon us for decades now, we would certainly be drawn into a vortex of 
ever more violent public health catastrophes; social regression that 
increases inequalities endlessly; systemic crises of capitalism, a 
system that cannot provide human beings with hope for the days 
ahead; environmental destruction and climate disasters that raise the 
question of the future of humankind; strangulation of democracy in the 
grip of the tyrants of markets and finance; the threat of war advancing 
on a field of aggressive nationalisms bearing the banners of the far 
right. 

The time has come to decisively turn the page on neoliberalism, that is 
proving more toxic by the day; time to ditch austerity plans and 
unfettered competition; time to take back power from the financiers 
and redirect production and the use of money in ways that satisfy the 
needs of the population and promote the environmental balance on a 
large scale; time to redefine the mission of public authority backed by 
the mobilisation of society to defend and expand public services; time 
to take control over key economic sectors, to re-localise economic 
activity in a co-operative spirit and for the benefit of all and to meet the 
immediate, essential needs of the population; time to bring forth a 
democracy that allows the popular majority to determine its destiny 
and recover sovereignty; time to break with the politics of austerity 
and lay new foundations for Europe on the basis of solidarity and co-
operation among peoples and nations. 

We call for a revolution, for a new development model that serves 
society and is environmentally sustainable, a model we shall build 
together, gathering all the resources required and joining the forces of 
all workers and citizens. Human life and the planet must be at the heart 
of all our choices.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


