
 

We acknowledge that we gather on Aboriginal land and that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people for generations have and always will continue to care for this land.

CREATIVEToolkit



WILL YOU HELP CREATE  
THE BIGGEST CLIMATE MARCH  
THE WORLD HAS EVER SEEN? 

All over the world and right across Australia,  
people are speaking out for a brighter future. 
In the last weekend of November, as our world 
leaders meet in Paris for the United Nations’ 
Climate Change Conference, we will come together 
in Australian cities and walk alongside people in 
hundreds of cities around the world. 
By coming together we will demonstrate that our 
political leaders are out of step with the Australian 
community and the rest of the world.

We will march because we want our leaders to listen 
to our communities and help us build a brighter, safer 
and fairer future for all. 

We will march because we want a just transition  
to 100% clean energy and an end to fossil fuels.

We will march because from here on in, we’re all in.

As conservationist Jane Goodall says, “You cannot 
get through a single day without having an impact 
on the world around you. What you do makes a 
difference, and you have to decide what kind of 
difference you want to make.”



GET CREATIVE

On the last weekend of November, let’s fill our cities 
with a sea of colourful homemade puppets, banners, 
placards and flags. Bring your kids dressed as suns, 
wind turbines and superheroes of the future. Make 
giant props to illustrate the future you want to see. 

Grab a pencil, instrument or soapbox and build some 
buzz and momentum! Here are some ideas to get 
your creative juices flowing:

Make your own  
placards and banners
Placards and banners are a great way to tell the word 
what you care about. 

Check out our pinterest board for inspiration:  
www.pinterest.com/PCMAustralia 

For step-by-step instructions on making posters, 
banners and flags, check out:  
www.art.350.org/artivist-guide 

Download People’s Climate March posters and 
resources:  www.peoplesclimate.org.au/resources  

Step 1: Think about what you want to say –  
keep your message simple, large and legible 

Step 2: Gather supplies
• paint 
• containers for paint
• brushes 
•  jars of water (to dilute paint and wash brushes)
•  an old sheet or tarpaulin to protect the floor/

surfaces
• Rags and smocks 
•  fabric (calico or cotton work well) or cardboard
• wooden for poles (lightweight and recycled!)
• pencils, tape, string, drills, scissors 

Step 3: Sketch it out

Tips and tricks: If you have access to a projector, pin 
up your banner material (e.g. calico) on a wall and 
project the image you want on your banner onto the 
calico. That way you can trace the image straight 
onto the calico and fill it in later.

Step 4: Get painting!

www.pinterest.com/PCMAustralia
http://art.350.org/artivist-guide/
www.peoplesclimate.org.au/resources




Make some props 
If you’re like us and love to make props to wave 
around, you’ve come to the right section. Paper 
mache is an easy (and wonderfully messy) way to 
make props – the earth, sun, waves, wind turbines, 
animals, doves, people. Put them on sticks and hoist 
them above the crowd. For more ideas, check out the 
People’s Climate March pinterest page:  
www.pinterest.com/PCMAustralia
To make paper mache, follow the instructions here: 
www.wikihow.com/Create-Papier-Mâché  
You can use things like paper plates, cardboard or 
balloons to create your base and paper mache over 
them to make the shape you want.

Make a wind turbine!

Make%20some%20props%20%20If%20you%E2%80%99re%20like%20us%20and%20love%20to%20make%20props%20to%20wave%20around%2C%20you%E2%80%99ve%20come%20to%20the%20right%20section.%20Paper%20mache%20is%20an%20easy%20%28and%20wonderfully%20messy%29%20way%20to%20make%20props%20%E2%80%93%20the%20earth%2C%20sun%2C%20waves%2C%20wind%20turbines%2C%20animals%2C%20doves%2C%20people.%20Put%20them%20on%20sticks%20and%20hoist%20them%20above%20the%20crowd.%20For%20more%20ideas%2C%20check%20out%20the%20People%E2%80%99s%20Climate%20March%20pinterest%20page:%20www.pinterest.com/PCMAustralia/%20
http://www.wikihow.com/Create-Papier-M%C3%A2ch%C3%A9%20


Create a sea of icons 
You don’t have to make something big to make an 
impact. Make many copies of something simple and 
create a strong and consistent story. 

Pick an iconic, recognisable symbol that tells a story 
and make as many you can. Share them with your 
friends or bring them to the rally and hand them out. 
Make sure your group sticks together, as the many 
people carrying it become just as important piece of 
the art as the symbol itself. 



Make a song and dance
Pick up a brush, pen, pencil, instrument or mic and 
create stories, songs and spectacles to amplify the 
message of the march. Or do a street theatre skit, 
bring along some puppets or get costumed up (see 
some ideas below). 

Music will make the People’s Climate March vibrant 
and alive. Come ready to sing and dance – bring your 
voice, bring your choir and sing in unison or bring an 
instrument and make music as you walk. 

Get dressed up
To change everything, we need everyone. So let’s 
make it clear that we represent everyone. Think 
about what represents you – is it your favourite sport, 
your job, your culture, your hobby, your family? 

Get creative to show the world what you are 
marching for. Bring family photos, wear your 
uniform, dress up in costume. Let’s make sure every 
photo of the People’s Climate March shows just how 
many walks of life we come from and how much we 
all care.



Make a costume
The People’s Climate March will be full of colour, 
music and celebration – so come dressed for a party!

Dress to show what groups you belong to, or carry 
puppets or props to show the future we’re creating. 

For more costume inspiration, check out the People’s 
Climate March pinterest page: www.pinterest.com/
PCMAustralia

Solar panel
Walk the talk and come dressed as a solar panel.  
Find a thick cardboard box or make your own 
sandwich board. Use a garbage bag, blue paper, 
aluminium foil or shiny silver tape to make the panels. 
For extra points, team up with someone in a sun or 
battery pack costume! 

Wind turbine
Are you a big fan? Then come dressed as one! Find 
an old broomstick or piece of dowel and cut out some 
turbine blades from an old cardboard box. Stick it all 
together with tape (or bind it with bandages). Gaffa 
tape a toilet roll to a belt as a broom holder behind your 
back. We promise, you’ll blow everyone else away.



Hello sunshine!
There are lots of ways to come dressed as the sun – 
from the simple to the complicated:

Fossil fools 
Don you best dinosaur or jester costume and come as a fossil fool. 

The internet is full of crafty instructions, so get 
googling (start here or here)

For more costume inspiration, check out the People’s 
Climate March pinterest page: www.pinterest.com/
PCMAustralia

http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Sun-Costume
http://www.merrimentdesign.com/sunshine-and-rainbow-halloween-free-costume-pattern-for-babies-toddlers-and-kids.php


Start a community  
art space 
Come to a People’s Climate March banner making 
club and get creative in a group, or set up your own 
collaborative creative space. 

Creating a space to make art together isn’t just about 
making art, it’s a massive movement generator! 
Get people working shoulder to shoulder, painting, 
cutting, sewing and making friends. 

Find a space like a garage, a warehouse or a school 
or university art room.

Get some materials – try ebay or op shops, 
warehouses selling recycled art and craft materials 
or ask your local craft shop for a donation. Depending 
on what kind of art you want to make, look out for:

•  Cardboard, old corflute signs, fabric, old bed 
sheets, wooden or plastic stakes, plastic for making 
stencils

•  Paint, brushes, rollers, thick permanent markers

•  Smocks, rags, jam jars, plastic containers for paint 
and water 

•  Tape, glue, staple guns

Follow this fantastic guide for step by step 
instructions:  www.art.350.org/artivist-guide 

Share what you’re 
working on
In the lead-up to the rally, we’d love to see what you’re 
doing to prepare. 

Share photos on Instagram with #peoplesclimate 
and put up a post on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/peoplesclimateAU  

On the day
• Arrange a place to meet your friends/group
• Wear a costume
•  Bring along your placards, puppets, banners, props, 

instruments
•  Take photos and videos and share them –  

use #peoplesclimate on social media
• Sing, dance and make lots of noise 
•  Have heaps of fun and feel proud to be part of the 

people’s climate movement!

http://art.350.org/artivist-guide/
https://instagram.com/peoplesclimate_au/
www.facebook.com/peoplesclimateAU


About the People’s  
Climate March
We are growing a movement that brings together 
our communities, environment and climate groups, 
unions, people of faith, business, Indigenous 
communities, health workers, aid and development 
organisations, students, explorers, dreamers and doers. 

We will stand together as a united, diverse, happy and 
powerful community to show our political leaders our 
commitment to the better future we know is possible. 
From here on in, we’re all in.

With people all over the world, we are calling on our 
leaders to address global warming and make the 
transition to a brighter, fairer, clean energy future. 

We will demonstrate that even if our politicians aren’t 
ready to lead, we are. And we expect that leadership 
from the people we vote for. We, the people, want action. 

Why we are here
People-made pollution is causing our Earth to warm, 
putting us and future generations at risk. Global 
warming is harming people. It harms our health, our 
economy, our jobs, our food, water, environment and 
communities.

Climate change doesn’t impact everyone equally 
– most often those who did the least to cause the 
problem are feeling the impacts first, worst and 
hardest, like our sisters and brothers in the Pacific.

But a handful of big polluting companies are trying 
to keep us handcuffed to the dirty and dangerous 
energy sources of the past. They want to make a 
quick buck digging up and burning coal and gas  
while they still can.

These big polluting companies are also polluting 
our democracy. At the moment, our politicians are 
listening to them instead of the people. While the 
rest of the world takes steps to cut pollution, our 
government lets these giants pollute with abandon. 

Even worse, it actually pays them to pollute through 
subsidies and handouts, and flirts with approving 
giant new coal mines that will cause profound 
damage to our reef and our climate.

The United Nations 
climate summit in Paris
In Paris in December, world leaders will meet to decide 
how much they are willing to cut pollution and set 
targets so all countries know what is expected of them. 

Pollution reduction targets exist because we know, to 
keep global warming at below 2 degrees, all countries 
must massively cut pollution and replace coal, gas 
and oil with clean energy. Each and every country 
must take action, and wealthy countries must also 
help poorer countries to adapt.

But right now, the Australian government is holding 
us back. The pollution targets our politicians will bring 
to Paris are woefully inadequate. While countries 
across the globe are leaping towards 100% clean 
energy, Australia is not even trying. We’re aiming 
to cut our pollution by just 26 to 28%. (The target’s 
actually 19%, but the government’s trying to make  
it look better with some figure fudging). 

Our politicians are out of step with the people and  
the rest of the world. 

THE POWER OF THE 
PEOPLE IS GREATER 
THAN THE PEOPLE 
IN POWER. 

http://www.acfonline.org.au/australias-pollution-reduction-targets-are-woefully-inadequate


What we want
We want Australia to massively cut pollution and shift 
to 100% clean energy.

Pollution from burning coal is an 18th century 
problem with a clear 21st century solution – clean, 
cheap energy that doesn’t run out or pollute the air 
we breathe or the water we drink.

We have the technology. We have the solutions. And 
most of us are getting on with it. 
Every day, people across Australia and across the 
world are moving themselves out of the fossil fuel era 
and into a sun- powered future. People, businesses 
and even whole cities are already thriving with new, 
safe and affordable energy powered entirely by the 
sun and wind.

Countries around the world are outlawing pollution 
and championing clean energy. But many are not 
doing nearly enough, fast enough. 

At the same time, Australia must take responsibility 
for being a major polluter and provide support to 
those who are already being forced to cope with the 
effects of a damaged climate.

People power
Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never 
did and it never will.

In our past, people have come together and created 
the mass social movements that gave women the 
vote and ended apartheid. People took to the streets 
to resist and abolish slavery and totalitarianism. 
Only one per cent of the American population 
joined a civil rights demonstration, but they created 
massive change. 

In fact, history shows that it’s organised and 
mobilised people who create transformational 
change to improve their lives and societies. Again 
and again, people have taken the wheel or history 
and turned it. 

Together, let’s grow a movement that’s so strong we 
are a counter-power to our politicians and CEOs of 
big polluting companies. It’s our responsibility to take 
action that’s bigger than ourselves and rise to our 
historical moment. 

Another world is possible. Another world is coming. 
Another world is reality.

ARE YOU IN? WILL YOU  
HELP TURN THE WHEEL  
OF HISTORY?


