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“I raise up my voice, not so I can shout 

but so that those without a voice can be 

heard...we cannot succeed when half of 

us are held back.”  
 

― Malala Yousafzai 

DEDICATED TO THE YOUTH 

AND ALUMNI OF PEACE4KIDS 
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Letter from the Founder 
 
 
As the co-founder and Executive Director of Peace4Kids, I am proud that we are leading a youth-
initiated research effort called “Changing the Narrative”.  This multi-year project seeks to identify and 
redress implicit biases that exist toward youth and alumni of foster care – in the media and in the 
education and social service sectors.   
 
Over the last 20 years, Peace4Kids has served youth in foster care in South Los Angeles -- among the 
highest-need and systemically, some of the most difficult to serve due to policy and child welfare 
practices.  Our programs, services and youth-led advocacy have succeeded with these youth because 
Peace4Kids has helped them to recognize their strengths and assets.  Over the past few years, 
Peace4Kids has partnered with researchers and analysts to more formally define the unique culture and 
assets of youth in foster care.  This work has sparked successful advocacy campaigns, journal articles, 
public policy and program models.   
 
However, our discoveries led our youth to an unsettling realization.  
 
Youth in foster care share a uniform sentiment that the general public has a negative set of pre-
conceived notions about their behaviors and outcomes.  Whether in the media, in the community, in the 
classroom or with social workers, youth in foster care feel they are defined by their deficiencies, not by 
their strengths.  If true, this would contribute to a self-fulfilling dynamic of negative behaviors and 
outcomes. 
 
Through our first phase of research, “Changing the Narrative” has collected and analyzed preliminary 
data to measure the extent and depth of this implicit bias and guide further inquiry.  This report 
highlights our initial findings, which will set the course for the “Changing the Narrative” project over the 
next few years.  Our ongoing research is the evidence-based foundation for professional development 
training targeting the education and social service sectors to change the narrative about youth in care.   
 
I am honored and privileged that Peace4Kids and our youth are leading “Changing the Narrative”.  As 
you will read, this project combines rigorous academic research, youth-centered participation and 
implication for practice.   
 
This effort was started by youth leadership.  Foundations have invested in their vision by seeing the 
promise that “Changing the Narrative” holds.  The enclosed project summary and report validates this 
investment and invites both feedback and inquiry. 
 
 
 
 
 
Zaid Gayle 
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Changing the Narrative 

Executive Summary 
 

Changing the Narrative is a youth-initiated effort to identify implicit bias toward youth and alumni of 
foster care (YAFC) and to redress it within the education and social services sectors.  This multi-year 
project includes a formal research component that will ultimately inform curriculum-based training and 
support for the education and social service sectors. 
 
The research team is led by Leslie Ponciano, PhD, a developmental psychologist and Director of 
Research Opportunities for the California State University Office of the Chancellor.  (A full team roster 
for Changing the Narrative is listed on the final page.) 
 
Our theory-of-change holds that: 

• Implicit bias toward YAFC exists and adversely affects them in multiple ways. 

• Public schools and child welfare are systems in which this implicit bias carries the deepest, most 
adverse and lasting negative effect.  

• Articulating the depth of this implicit bias (through research) can serve as the basis for systems 
change. 

• Research-informed practices can then be created and propagated through training of provider 
groups. 

 
Changing the Narrative has three major intended activities: 

1) Building on preliminary work, Changing the Narrative will conduct new quantitative and 
qualitative research to further understand the extent of implicit bias that exists toward YAFC in 
the general public and its impact on YAFC outcomes and will publish the results.   

2) Research findings will inform the development of curriculum to increase the awareness of 
implicit bias in the interactions, environment, policies, pedagogy, and activities of education and 
social service professionals with YAFC.   

3) Pilot testing of the new curriculum will yield results demonstrating an increase in awareness of 
implicit bias and a positive perception of YAFC.  
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Changing the Narrative 

Phases and Timing 
 
PHASE 1 - COMPLETED 

• Develop and pilot survey 

• Collect survey data from approximately 2,500 general public respondents  

• Analyze data and prepare a report for dissemination 
 

PHASE 2 

• Create focus group protocols and recruit participants among key stakeholder groups (social 
service professionals, K-12 educators, media professionals, social work and education 
professors) 

• Conduct 4 focus groups with key stakeholder groups to discuss initial findings  
o Screening of media depicting YAFC and superhero origin story 
o Survey completion 
o Audio and video recording of group discussion 

• Analyze data and publish findings from phase 2  
 
PHASE 3 

• Develop curriculum for training program materials based on research findings  

• Cultivate partnerships with providers and networks for prospective pilot of training and 
development program  

 
PHASE 4 

• Develop media to broadcast to targeted populations based on demographic findings 

• Design and implement pilot test of training program for efficacy on participants and impact on 
YAFC  

• Analyze pilot test data 

• Refine training program for wider implementation  
 
PHASE 5 

• Publish comprehensive research results  

• Conduct broader implementation  
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Changing the Narrative 

Preliminary Research Findings - General Conclusions 
 
 
Big Picture Research Question: What factors impact people’s perceptions of youth in foster and their 
portrayal in the media? 
 
Conclusions: Results from this work suggest that there is an overwhelming bias in the perception of 
media portrayal of youth in foster care. Specifically, youth in foster care are seen as being portrayed as 
victims, criminals, survivors and drug addicts. They are significantly less likely to be perceived as 
professionals, role models, mentors, loving parents / children and heroes in media portrayals. This 
suggests a systematic bias in the perception of youth in foster care toward negative stereotypes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Color Key (As defined by Youth + Adults Impacted by Foster Care) 
 
  Negative Media Portrayal         Neutral Media Portrayal                     Positive Media Portrayal 
  

 
The foster care alumni who reviewed these results were struck by the lack of positive images that the 
public identified. The only potential positive media portrayal in the top 5 was “survivor”. However, this 
was coded as a neutral media portrayal by our research team as the foster care alumni explained that a 
“survivor” portrayal is often tied to the more negative identity of being a “victim”. The positive coded 
media portrayals all came in with only 5% or less of respondents expressing that they would see youth in 
foster care in these types of roles. 

5% or 

less 

Figure 1. 
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Moreover, media biases seem to 
vary as a function of age, gender 
identity and racial identity.  
 
Gender Reflections:  
Those who identify as female 
were more likely to believe that 
the media portrays youth in foster 
care as victims, survivors, and 
criminals compared to those who 
identify as male.  
 
Criminal Bias: 
Respondents who were 65 or 
older were less likely than those 
44 years and under to say that the 

media portrays youth in foster care as criminals. 
 
African American and those who identify as bi-racial respondents were more likely than Caucasian, 
Asian Pacific / Islanders, and Hispanic / Latino respondents to suggest that the media portrays youth in 
foster care as criminals. 

 
Victim Bias: 
Respondents who identify as bi-racial were more likely than African American respondents to believe 
that the media portrays youth in foster care as victims. 
 
Respondents who were age 65 or older were more likely than those between the ages of 24 - 44 to say 
that the media portrays youth in foster care as victims. 
 
Drug Addict Bias: 
Respondents who identify as bi-racial were more likely than African American and Caucasian 
respondents to believe that the media portrays youth in foster care as drug addicts. 
 
Survey respondents also reported having limited personal exposure to youth and adults impacted by 
foster care. Less than 3% of respondents reported knowing 5 or more youth currently in foster care 
while less than 4% report knowing at least 5 people who were once in foster care (see Figure 2). This 
suggest that the media is likely the primary tool by which most members in the public are exposed to 
the experiences of youth in foster care. 

Youth often hide their 

foster care experience 

from others because 

they do not want pity. 

This has a detrimental 

effect on their access to 

resources and services 

that are designed to 

mitigate their poor 

outcomes. 
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Peace4Kids seeks to discover the following answers to further develop our preliminary findings: 

1. What types of media are people most consistently exposed to (News, TV, Movies, Social 
Media)? 

2. How frequently do people see / hear storylines about youth in foster care? 
3. Do respondents trust the media they hear / see? Why or why not? 
4. Do respondents recognize positive portrayals of YFAC in the media? 
5. What type of media is too disturbing or troubling to hear / watch?  
6. What types of storylines encourage an audience to see the commonalities and strengths of 

disparate populations as opposed to their differences and weaknesses? 
7. How much influence does the media have on the public’s perceptions of disparate groups (e.g. 

youth in foster care) 
8. How accurate is the media in portraying the experience of disparate groups? 
9. Can media sway existing feelings about youth in foster care? 

 
Currently the public predominantly feels concern (40%) and sadness (34.5%) when thinking about youth 
in foster care (see Figure 3).  In interpreting this data, the Peace4Kids youth in foster care and alumni 
participants report that these feelings have a negative impact on their day-to-day lives.  
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Youth often hide their foster care experience from others because they do not want pity. This has a 
detrimental effect on their access to resources and services that are designed to mitigate their poor 
outcomes. Shifting feelings of concern and sadness about youth in foster care to more positive feelings 
could lead to long-term positive effects. Research that identifies the types of narratives that successfully 
shift these feelings and perceptions will have a dual impact: a) The public will see the gifts, potential and 
contributions youth in foster care make to their communities and b) Youth in foster care will feel valued 
for their talents and gifts more than pitied for their suspected traumatic history.  
 

Changing the Narrative 

Preliminary Research Findings - Detailed Conclusions 
 

Our research on media portrayals will influence the way educators, health care professionals, employers 
and child welfare professionals interact with youth and adults impacted by foster care. Investing time, 
energy, and resources in this project will lead to positive systemic and cultural change for our nation’s 
most vulnerable children.  
 
Dependent Variables:  

• Success in life after care 

• Had an extreme negative life experience  

• Portrayal of youth in foster care in the media 
  
Success in life after care:  
• Overall respondents were evenly split on whether they believed youth in foster care could achieve 

success in life after care  
• Respondents who were age 65 and older were more likely than those age 44 and under to say that 

youth in foster care can achieve success in their lives.  
• Respondents who identified as having personal experience in foster care were less likely than those 

who have not had experience to say that youth in foster care can achieve success in their lives.  
• Respondents who identified as having worked / volunteer experience with youth in care were less 

likely than those who have not had this experience to say that youth in foster care can achieve success 
in their lives.  

• No interaction of racial identity, gender identity, personal experience and work experience on 
perceptions of youth in foster care’s ability to achieve success in their lives. 

 
Extreme Negative Life Experiences: 
• Overall respondents were more likely to say that youth in foster care had experienced extreme 

negative experiences than not.  
• Respondents who were in the age range of 45-54 were more likely than those age 18-24 to respond 

that youth in foster care have a higher probability of having had extreme negative life experiences. 
• Those who identify as female were more likely to respond that youth in foster care have had a higher 

probability of an extreme negative life experiences compared to those who identify as men. 
• Respondents who were African Americans were more likely than Caucasian and Asian / Pacific 

Islanders to respond that youth in foster care have a higher probability of having had extreme 
negative life experience. 

• There is no difference between those who identified as having personal experience in foster care and 
those who did not in their perceptions of youth in foster cares’ probability of having had extreme 
negative life experience.  
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• There is no difference between those who identified as having work / volunteer experience with kids 
in care and those who did not in their perceptions of youth in foster cares’ probability of having had 
extreme negative life experience.  

• No interaction of racial identity, gender identity, or personal experience and work experience on 
perceptions of youth in foster cares’ probability of having had extreme negative life experience.   

 
 
Media Portrayal: 
• Those who identify as female were more likely to believe that the media portrays youth in foster care 

as victims, survivors, and criminals compared to those who identify as male.  
• Those who identify as bi-racial respondents were more likely than African American respondents to 

believe that the media portrays youth in foster care as victims. 
• African Americans and those who identify as bi-racial were more likely than Caucasian and Asian 

Pacific / Islander respondents to believe that the media portrays youth in foster care as criminals. 
• Those who identify as bi-racial were more likely than African American and Caucasian respondents to 

believe that the media portrays youth in foster care as drug addicts. 
• Respondents who were age 65 or older were less likely than those age 44 and under to say that the 

media portrays youth in foster care as criminals. 
• Respondents who were age 65 or older years were more likely than those age 24 - 44 to say that the 

media portrays youth in foster care as victims. 
• Respondent who identified as having personal experience in foster care were less likely to believe that 

the media portrays youth in foster care as victims and survivors compared to those without this 
experience.  

• Respondent who identified as having worked / volunteered with youth in care were less likely to 
believe that the media portrays youth in foster care as victims and survivors compared to those 
without this experience.  

• Respondents who identified as having worked / volunteered with youth in care were more likely to 
believe that the media portrays youth in foster care as criminals compared to those without that type 
of experience.  

• No interaction of racial identity, gender identity, or personal experience and work experience on 
perceptions of media portrayal.   
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Changing the Narrative 

Preliminary Research Findings - Methodologies and Data 
 
Sample: 
 
There were 2488 respondents who completed at least some portion of the survey, of which 2250 

(90.4%) completed all the survey. The sample has a gender identity and age breakdown that is very 

similar to Los Angeles County overall. 

 

 

 

 

The sample has a racial identity breakdown that is very similar to Los Angeles County overall, with some 

under sampling of Hispanic/Latino and oversampling of African American and Asian/Pacific Islander 

respondents. 

4
1

.6
%

5
7

.2
%

0
.4

%

0
.3

%

0
.6

%

4
8

.7
%

5
1

.3
%

M A L E F E M A L E N O N - C O N F O R M I N G P R E F E R  N O T  T O  
S T A T E

M I S S I N G

GENDER

Sample LA County

1
0

.2
0

%

2
2

.4
0

%

1
7

.9
0

%

1
6

.6
0

%

1
5

.3
0

%

1
7

.6
0

%

1
3

.5
%

2
0

.2
%

1
8

.0
%

1
7

.7
%

1
4

.8
%

1
5

.8
%

1 8 - 2 4  Y E A R S  O L D 2 5 - 3 4  Y E A R S  O L D 3 5 - 4 4  Y E A R S  O L D 4 5 - 5 4  Y E A R S  O L D 5 5 - 6 4  Y E A R S  O L D 6 5  Y E A R S  O R  
O L D E R

AGE RANGE

Sample LA County

Figure 4. 

Figure 5. 



P a g e  | 12 

 

Overall, the sample has some, but not a lot, of experience with or exposure to the foster care system or 

population. 

 
Measures:  
 
The survey contained 23 item level questions each with embedded sub-questions for a total of 122 data 
points. The survey asked a range of questions concerning respondents’ demographic information, 
perceptions of youth in foster cares’ backgrounds, portrayals in the media, and their own experience 
with the foster care system. See below for detail of specific measures.  
 
Extreme negative experiences: What percentage of youth in foster care do you think had the following 
experiences? 

• Sexual abuse 
• Physical Abuse 
• Parental Neglect 
• Prenatal Drug Exposure 
• Poverty 
• Gang Involvement  
• Sex Trafficking  

 
Life outcomes: How likely is it for youth in foster care to experience the following outcomes? 

• College or Advanced Degree (reverse coded) 
• Teen Pregnancy 
• Financial Independence (reverse coded) 
• Incarceration 
• Career Success (reverse coded)  
• School dropout  
• Unemployment  
• Healthy relationships (reverse coded) 

 
Media Portrayal: How do you think youth in foster care are most likely to be portrayed in the media? 

• Criminal 
• Hero 
• Victim 
• Abuser 
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• Sociopath 
• Survivor 
• Drug Addict 
• Professional 
• Sex worker / Pimp 
• Mentor / guide 
• Role Model  
• Loving Child or Parent  

 
Personal Experience with foster care: Respondents were asked to identify if they had ever lived in foster 
care or a foster care situation.  
 
Professional / Volunteer experience with foster care: Respondents were asked to identify if and in what 
role they had ever worked or volunteered within the foster care system. 
 

Results:  
 
We first began by examining how familiar the respondents were with the foster care system. Overall, 
46.1% said they rarely think about foster care, 37.1% said they sometimes thought about foster care, 
4.5% said they think about foster care all the time, and 12.3% chose not to answer.  
 

 
 
We then wanted to better understand respondents personal and professional experience with youth in 
foster care and the foster care system. Of the 2488 respondents, 365 identified as having at least one 
personal experience with foster care, 2072 identified as having no personal experience in the foster 
system, and 51 choose not to answer (see Table 1 for raw breakdown). Of the 2488 respondents 497 
identified as having at least one professional experience with foster care and 1991 identified as having 
no professional experience in the foster system (see Table 2 for raw breakdown). 
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Table 1. Personal Experience with foster care. 

Type of care Percent of respondents 
who identified as 
having this experience  

Percent of respondents 
who identified as NOT 
having this experience 

Percent of respondents 
who choose not to 
answer 

I lived in a foster home 2% 98% 0 

I lived with a relative, in 
a group home, in foster 
care, or was adopted 

14.7% 83.6% 1.7% 

I lived in a group home .8% 99.2% 0% 

I lived with a relative or 
family friend 

10.3% 89.7% 0% 

I was adopted 1.2% 98.8% 0% 

I was in legal 
guardianship 

2.2% 97.8% 0% 

Other .4% 99.6% 0% 

 
 
Table 2. Professional Experience with foster care. 

Type of experience  Percent of respondents 
who identified as having 
this experience  

Percent of respondents 
who identified as NOT 
having this experience 

Percent of respondents 
who choose not to 
answer 

Social Work 7.9% 92.1% 0% 

Education 8% 92% 0% 

Foster Parent 2.2% 97.8% 0% 

Foster Sibling 1.4% 98.6% 0% 

Community or Faith-
based organization 

4.8% 95.2% 0% 

Other 1.9% 98.1% 0% 

 
**Given the total raw number of social work and education participants, future research should increase the sample size of 
these demographics to establish a baseline for stronger conclusions on a bias of social service and education professionals. 
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Detailed Statistical Analysis  
 
Media Portrayal:  

 
First, we were interested in how respondent’s perceptions of how the media portrays youth in foster 
cares varied as a function of age, gender identity, racial identity, personal experience and professional 
experience. We examined the most common roles that respondents identified as prominent portrayals 
of youth in foster care by the media. The most common role identified was of the victim (66.4%), 
followed by survivor (38.3%), criminal (37.3%), and drug addict (27.5%). All other roles had less than 20% 
of respondents identify them as a prominent role, thus we have focused our analyses on these four 
portrayals.   
 
Using a series of ANOVAs with bonferroni corrections we examined how respondents’ demographics 
and experiences related to these four roles. This analyses revealed a main effect of gender identity for 
portrayal of victims (F(3,2470)=3.748, p<.01), criminals (F(3,2470)=5.954, p<.01), and survivors 
(F(3,2470)=5.329, p<.01). Specifically, posthoc bonferroni analyses revealed that females were more 
likely than males to respond that they believe the media portrays youth in foster care as victims 
(Females M = .69, Females SD =  .48; Males M =.63, Males SD =.48, d=.12), criminals (Females M =.41, 
Females SD =  .49; Males M = .33, Males SD = .47, d=.17), and survivors (Females M =.41, Females SD = 
.49; Males M = .34, Males SD =.47, d=.15).  
 
The overall model for racial identity was also significant for portrayal of victims (F(6, 2475)=2.280, 
p<.05),criminals (F(6, 2475)=7.617, p<.01), and drug addicts (F(6,2475)=2.916, p<.01). Posthoc 
comparisons revealed that respondents who identified as Bi-racial respondents were more (M= .79, SD = 
.41) likely than African American (M = .62, SD = .49, d=.38) respondents to identify that the media 
portrays youth in foster care as victims. Bi-racial (M = .55, SD = .50) respondents were more likely than 
Caucasian (M=.33, SD = .47, d= 1.04) and Asian Pacific / Islanders ( M = .32, SD = .47, d= 1.65), and 
Hispanic or Latino (M= .39, SD =.49 , d=.89 ) respondents to identify that the media portrays youth in 
foster care as criminals. African Americans (M=.46, SD = .50) respondents were more likely than 
Caucasian (M=.33, SD = .47, d=.27) and Asian Pacific / Islanders ( M = .32, SD = .47, d= .29) to identify 
that the media portrays youth in foster care as criminals. Bi-racial respondents were more likely (M=.40, 
SD=.49) than African American (M=.26, SD = .44, d=.30) and Caucasian (M= .24, SD = .43, d=.35) 
respondents to identify that the media portrays youth in foster care as drug addicts. 
 
The overall model for age was also significant for portrayal of victims (F(5, 2482)=5.643, p<.01), criminals 
(F(5, 2482)=7.153, p<.01) and survivors (F(5,2482)=2.97, p<.05). Posthoc comparisons revealed that 
respondents who were 65+ (M = .73, SD = .44) were more likely than those 25 - 34 (M = .64, SD = .48, 
d=.20) and 35- 44  (M = .59, SD = .49, d=.30) to say that the media portrays youth in foster care as 
victims. Respondents who were 65+ (M = .28, SD = .45) were less likely than those 18 - 24 ( M=.64, SD = 
.48, d=.77), 25- 34 (M = .64, SD = .48, d=.77), and 35 - 44 (M = .72, SD = .45, d=.97) to say that the media 
portrays youth in foster care as criminals. Respondents who were 65+ (M = .43, SD = .49) were more 
likely than those 35 - 44 (M = .31, SD = .46, d=.25) to say that the media portrays youth in foster care as 
survivors. 
 
Overall respondents who identified as having personal experience in foster care were less likely to 
identify that the media portrays youth in foster care as victims (F(1, 2435) = 5.190, p<.01; with 
experience M = .56, SD = .50; without experience M = .69, SD = .46, d=.27) and survivors (F(1, 2435) = 
3.144, p<.01; with experience M = .30, SD = .49; without experience M = .40, SD = .46, d=.21) compared 
to those without personal experience in foster care.  
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Respondent who identified as having worked / volunteered with youth in care were less likely to identify 
that the media portrays youth in foster care as victims (F(1, 2486) 11.738, p<.01; with experience M = 
.60, SD = .49; without experience M = .68, SD = .47, d=.16) and survivors (F(1, 2486) = 7.525, p<.01; with 
experience M = .33, SD = .47; without experience M = .40, SD = .49, d=.15) compared to those without 
those experience. Respondent who identified as having worked / volunteered with youth in care were 
more likely to identify that the media portrays youth in foster care as criminals (F(1, 2486) = 8.83, p<.01; 
with experience M = .43, SD = .48; without experience M = .36, SD = .48, d=.15) compared to those 
without those experience.  
 
A linear model was also conducted and revealed no interaction of gender identity, racial identity, 
personal experience and work experience on perceptions of media portrayal.   
 
Success in life after care: 
We next wanted to examine how respondent’s perceptions of the probability of youth in foster care to 
achieve success in life after they leave care was impacted by their own experiences and demographics. 
Using a series of ANOVAs with bonferroni corrections we examined how perceptions of success in life 
after care varied as a function of age, gender identity, racial identity, personal experience and 
professional experience.  
 
Overall respondents were evenly split on whether they believed youth in foster care could achieve 
success in life after care with 55.8% of respondent having a positive view and 44.2% having a negative 
view. Results revealed main effects of age, racial identity, personal experience with foster care, and 
work / volunteer experience with foster care. 
 
Using this approach we saw a main effect of age F(5, 901)=8.803 p<.05. Specifically, respondents who 
were 65+ years were more likely (M= 16.6, SD = 5.87) than those 18-24 years (M = 21.51, SD = 6.02, 
d=.82), 25-34 (M= 20.43, SD = 6.26, d=.63), 35 - 44 (M=19.66, SD = 7.08, d=.47), and 45 -54 (M = 18.67, 
SD = 6.12, d=.35) to say that youth in foster care can achieve success in their life.  
 
The overall model for racial identity was marginally significant F(6, 898)=1.955, p=.069. But when we 
conducted a bonfferoni correction for multiple comparisons we saw no significant group differences. 
 
Respondent who identified as having personal experience in foster care were less likely ( M = 20.97, SD = 
6.23 ) than those who have not had experience ( M = 18.82, SD = 6.50, d=.34) to say that youth in foster 
care will achieve success in their life F(1,896)=13.772, p<.05. Similarly, respondents who identified as 
having worked / volunteer experience with youth in care were less likely ( M = 20.34, SD = 5.97) than 
those who have not had this experience ( M = 18.94, SD = 6.64, d=.22)  to say that youth in foster care 
will achieve success in their life F(1,901)=6.882, p<.05.  
 
A linear model was also conducted and revealed no significant interaction of racial identity, gender 
identity, age, personal experience and work experience on perceptions of youth in foster care’s ability to 
achieve success in their life. 
 
 
Extreme negative experiences: 
Finally, we wanted to examine how respondents’ perceptions of the probability that youth in foster care 
have had extreme negative experiences in their life.  Using a series of ANOVAs with bonferroni 
corrections similar to what we had done above we examined how perceptions of exposure to extreme 
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negative experiences varied as a function of age, gender identity, racial identity, personal experience 
and professional experience. 
 
Overall respondents were more likely to believe that youth in foster care had an extreme negative 
experience (62.8%) in their life compared to not having an extreme negative experience (38.2%). Results 
revealed main effects of age, gender identity and racial identity. 
 
Overall there was a significant effect of age F(5, 2195) = 2.335, p<.05, where respondents who were in 
the age range of 45-54 (M=3.96, SD = 1.41) were more likely than 18-24 (M=3.61, SD = 1.39, d=.25) to 
respond that youth in foster care have a higher probability of having had an extreme negative life 
experiences. Results also showed that females were more likely to respond that youth in foster care 
have had a higher probability of an extreme negative life experiences compared to men F(3, 
2186)=12.270, p<.01. The overall model for racial identity was also significant F(6,2191)=3.859, p<.01. 
Posthoc comparisons revealed that respondents who were African Americans (M= 4.09, SD = 1.4) were 
more likely than Caucasian (M=3.76, SD = 1.29, d=.25) and Asian / Pacific Islanders (M= 3.61, SD = 1.43, 
d=.34) to respond that  youth in foster care have a higher probability of having an extreme negative life 
experiences 
 
There is no difference between those who identified as having personal experience in foster care and 
those who did not in their perceptions of youth in foster cares probability of having an extreme negative 
life experience F(1, 2165)=.333, p=.564. Similarly there was no significant difference between those who 
identified as having work / volunteer experience with youth in care and those who did not in their 
perceptions of youth in foster cares’ probability of having an extreme negative life experience F(1, 
2199)=.542, p=.462.  
 
A linear model was also conducted and revealed no interaction of racial identity, gender identity, 
personal experience and work experience on perceptions of youth in foster care’s exposure to negative 
experiences.   
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Appendix 1. Additional Descriptives of Interest:  
 
Table 3. Respondent’s perceptions of how youth in foster care will rate the conduct of important 
people in their lives: 

Group Very Poor Poor Neutral good Exceptional No 
Answer 

Biological 
Parents 

34.3 24.4 19.5 6.9 5.5 10.1 

Foster Parents 3.5 15.8 40.5 22.1 7.5 10.6 

Social 
Workers 

7.4 21.7 40 14.9 5.5 10.6 

Therapists 6.1 18.6 38.4 19.4 6.9 10.6 

Children’s 
Attorney  

10.2 23.5 36.7 14.3 4.6 10.7 

Teachers  3.9 13.1 35.3 28.0 9.3 10.5 

Friends 1.6 5.3 22.0 32.8 27.6 10.6 

• All in percent 
 
Table 4. Respondent’s perception of how youth in foster care will feel when their foster care status is 
revealed to others: 

Group Very 
Negative 

Negative Somewhat 
negative 

Somewhat 
Positive 

Positive Very 
Positive 

Missing 

Classmates 4.1 12.4 33.6 20.7 3.9 1.3 24.0 

School/ 
University 
Admins, 
Educators 

2.6 11.6 32.8 33.0 5.9 2.1 11.9 

Clergy or 
Congruent 

3.4 11.5 26.6 33.2 9.6 3.1 12.5 

Other Youth 
in foster 
care 

2.0 7.8 15.8 36.2 18.3 7.5 12.4 

Boss or 
Colleague 

4.9 16.2 30.0 29.3 5.0 1.6 13.1 

• All in percent  
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Percent of Respondents who recognized that the following strengths could be gained from the foster 
care experience: 

1. Adaptability  54.5%  
2. Resilience  53.7%  
3. Independence  49.5%  
4. Empathy   19.8%  
5. Perceptivity   14.7%  
6. Mobility   14.7%  
7. Invisibility   13.8%  
8. Advocacy  11.7%  
9. Loyalty   10.4%  
10. Negotiator     7.9%  
11. None     3.2%  
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