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The ongoing colonial violence by Israelis against the 
Palestinians escalated once again this past month. Israeli 
settlers were forcibly removing Palestinian families from 
their homes in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of East 
Jerusalem. These actions follow months of increased 
home demolitions, force displacements, and violence 
against Palestinians.

  May 7, scores of settlers stormed the sacred 
Al Aqsa Mosque, backed by Israeli security forces. As 
tensions rose, Palestinians responded with demonstrations 
and homemade rockets were launched into Israel from 
Gaza by Hamas. Then the Israelis launched another major 
military operation on the open-air prison of Gaza, which 
has lived under blockade for 14 years.

 Israeli air and artillery attacks killed 253 
Palestinians, including 66 children, and left more than 
1,900 people wounded. The Israeli onslaught also 
completely destroyed 1,800 residential units in Gaza and 
partially demolished at least 14,300 others. Hospitals 
and media centers were targeted. Tens of thousands of 
Palestinians have been forced to take shelter in UN-run 
schools. Whole families have been obliterated. Gazans 
have been running out of medical supplies, water, food, 
and electricity. Young people are among the most affected 
groups. 

In contrast, two children were among 12 people 
killed in Israel by rockets fired by Hamas and other armed 
groups from Gaza during the same period.  Over 90% 
of the incoming rockets were deflected by sophisticated 
Israeli anti-rocket weaponry. The levels of violence are 
simply not comparable. Once again, this was a case of 
powerful occupiers fiercely attacking the occupied.

Israel used very powerful weapons, many of them 

made in the U.S., in the 11 days of intense Israeli state 
violence. U.S. taxpayers are giving Israel a total of $38 
billion of weapons over ten years ($3.8 billion each year 
from 2019 to 2028), according to 2016 agreement between 
the two countries. It is clear that US weapons are being 
used with the intention of destroying infrastructure and 
spreading fear among the public as part of the ongoing 
blockade, apartheid rule, dispossession and genocide of 
the Palestinian people. Although a ceasefire was reached 
between Israel and Hamas on May 21, many families 
continue to suffer. The majority were already traumatized 
by the 51-day Israeli bombing campaign of Gaza in 
2014. That offensive killed more than 2,200 Palestinians, 
including 500 children. The latest Israeli attack has been 
a catastrophe for Palestinians. Military sieges of the sort 
imposed on Gaza are acts of war. 

Huge numbers of people all over the globe protested 
in solidarity with the Palestinians in May, including 
protests in downtown Milwaukee with hundreds of 
people, sponsored by American Muslims for Palestine, 
and local Muslim and Palestine solidarity groups. 

Peace Action WI was there, holding our banner 
in solidarity for liberation and independence from the 
Israeli occupation for the Palestinian people. As U.S. Rep. 
Rashida Tlaib stated, “Israel’s bombing of Palestinians 
was not self-defense; it was part of ethnic cleansing. We 
need more than a ceasefire. We also need an end to the 
occupation.”

Information for this article is from Al Jazeera, the 
Electronic Intifada, MECA for Peace and Jewish Voice for 
Peace
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has been put on halt. But the Israeli government has 
continued to expand illegal settlements in the West 
Bank, furthering the de facto annexation of Palestinian 
territory.

An Important Step
In addition to prohibiting U.S. funds from being used 

to support abusive practices against Palestinians, the bill 
enhances transparency and accountability by requiring 
the Department of State to either certify that no U.S. 
funds are being used for prohibited purposes or issue a 
report to Congress detailing any violations by the Israeli 
government. These reports could serve as an important 
foundation for future efforts to protect and promote the 
rights of Palestinians.

Congress should send a strong message that the 
military detention and mistreatment of children, the 
destruction of family homes, and further annexation of 
Palestinian land will not be supported by U.S. funds. By 
cosponsoring H.R. 2590, members of Congress can align 
U.S. assistance with American values and international 
law. 

What you can do:
Contact your Congressional Representative and ask her/
him to co-sponsor H.R. 2590 in support of Palestinian 
basic human rights.  U.S. Capitol Switchboard - 202-
224-3121

Important Legislation to Defend
Palestinian Human Rights
By Pam Richard

Defending the Human Rights of Palestinian Children 
and Families Living Under Israeli Military Occupation 
Act (H.R. 2590), introduced by Rep. Betty McCollum 
(MN-04), seeks to protect Palestinian human rights and 
ensure no U.S. taxpayer funds are used to support abusive 
practices in the occupied territories.

The bill explicitly acknowledges and condemns 
the ill-treatment Palestinian children and families face, 
declaring these practices to be “contrary to the values of 
the American people” and efforts to promote dignity for 
both Palestinians and Israelis.

If passed, H.R. 2590 would prohibit any U.S. foreign 
assistance from being used to support:
• The Military Detentions of Children- American funds 

should not be used to support military detention of 
children anywhere – including the southern U.S. border. 
The Israeli military has violated the rights of Palestinian 
children for many years, and these violations have 
continued unabated during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Despite a call by the United Nations for Israel to release 
all children from custody due to COVID-19, Israel 
held at least 157 Palestinian children in detention as 
of September 2020, according to the Israeli human 
rights organization B’Tselem. Defense for Children 
International has documented widespread reports of 
physical abuse, mistreatment, and poor conditions for 
detained Palestinian children.

• Home Demolitions- In the past year, Israel has further 
accelerated its longstanding and unlawful practice 
of demolishing Palestinian homes in the occupied 
territories. According to the United Nations, the Israeli 
government has demolished the homes or properties 
of 7,563 Palestinian families since 2009, displacing an 
estimated 11,408 people. That includes 851 destroyed 
homes in 2020 - a 27 percent increase from 2019 - and 
331 thus far in 2021.

• Annexation- The unilateral annexation of any parts of 
the occupied territories constitutes a grave violation 
of international law and could irreparably damage 
the prospects for a two-state resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  The May 2020 proposal by the 
Israeli government to annex parts of the West Bank 

Who are Congressional Leaders on 
Palestinian Rights?

Wisconsin’s Mark Pocan joins five progressive 
women in the House of Representatives as a strong 
vocal supporter of Palestinian rights. Rashida Tlaib (the 
only Palestinian member of Congress), Ilhan Omar, 
Cori Bush, Ayanna Presley and Alexandria Ocasio 
Cortez have consistently spoken on behalf of the 
Palestinian cause and led opposition to continued U.S. 
support of the illegal Israeli occupation.

Reps. Mark Pocan and Debbie Dingell (D-MI)  
initiated an unprecedented letter in February, 2020 to 
end U.S. support of the blockade of Gaza.  In a growing 
support of this cause, 31 other congresspeople signed 
on, including Wisconsin’s Rep. Gwen Moore.

More than 500 former staffers who got Biden 
elected, publicly demanded that he defend Palestinian 
rights.  Perhaps pressure is building that can affect U.S. 
policy on Palestine. Let all of our voices be heard!
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The F-35 - Legacy of Failure
by Pam Richard

Adapted from a series of articles from the Project on 
Government Oversight, by Dan Grazier

At the end of the Trump administration, the acting 
secretary of defense called it a “piece of s…” The Air 
Force chief admitted the F-35 would never be able to 
live up to its original purpose. And now, Adam Smith, 
the chair of the House Armed Services Committee, 
said we should stop throwing money down “the F-35 
rathole.”

This all comes as the program is rightfully on a list 
of programs facing a Pentagon review that could result 
in recommended cuts to the total number of aircraft to 
be purchased. This shift is due to the sudden realization 
in Washington, despite years of warnings, that the F-35 
is too challenging and costly to maintain.

Testing continues to reveal design flaws in the F-35 
— at last count in January, 2021, there were 871 flaws 
which is only two fewer than the year before. Until the 
testing process is complete and engineers work through 
solutions to these problems, the F-35s purchased now 
will be built with these flaws. They will then require 
extensive and expensive modifications later on to fix 
problems that have yet to be revealed in the testing 
process.  

As we have seen in recent years, misleading 
claims about falling prices often surface when the 
decision-makers in Washington begin to turn their 
attention toward the next year’s defense budget, as an 
effort to convince Congress to add more aircraft in the 
next authorization. When all the operating costs for 
the planned fleet are calculated across the program’s 
expected 50-year lifetime, the American people will 
spend an estimated $1.727 trillion. Spending our 
grandchildren into poverty pursuing unworkable 
technological boondoggles is not the right way to 
compete with our potential adversaries.

According to the Air Force’s aircraft procurement 
justification book for fiscal year 2021, the $77.9 
million sticker price for the 2020 model F-35A jumps 
to $110.3 million per aircraft when all aspects of the 
program are added together. And this figure will rise 
in the coming years as aircraft purchased now receive 
significant upgrades.

According to the Department of the Navy 
justification book, which covers both the Navy and 
Marine Corps aircraft procurement, a Marine Corps 
F-35B costs $135.8 million and a Navy F-35C costs 
$117.3 million per aircraft.

It’s long past time to stop manufacturing these 
hugely expensive delivery vehicles for Weapons of Mass 
Destruction. We don’t want them to be stationed in 
Wisconsin.  We say no more F-35’s and no more war!

Get on Our E-Mail Alert List!
Don’t be out of the loop!

Send us your email at:   
info@peaceactionwi.org

Contact Us
Phone: 414-269-9525

Website: peaceactionwi.org 
facebook.com/peaceactionwi

email:  info@peaceactionwi.org

Cuba Update 
The UN will vote to call on the US to end the Cuba 

Blockade on June 23. Peace Action’s Stand for Peace on 
Sat., June 19 at Lincoln Memorial Dr. and Lafayette Hill 
will focus on ending the blockade on Cuba.  Another 
Cuba Car Caravan will take place on Sun., June 20, 1pm 
beginning at the Mitchell Park Domes, calling for an 
end to the blockade.










