
Silicon Valley Young Democrats 
Primary Election Questionnaire 

 
Name: Peter Allen 
Office sought: San José City Council, District 6 
      
Personal Information 
      
Address: 1434 Settle Ave. 
City: San José  Zip: 95125   
Day Phone: (408) 396-1847 Alternate Phone: SAME 
Email: peterforsanjose@gmail.com 
      
Current Occupation: Managing Director 
Employer: Teatro Visión de San José (www.teatrovision.org) 
Party Registration: Democrat 
      
Have you ever registered with another party? (If yes, please explain.) NO 
      
Previous office(s) held: No previous elected office 
      
Name of Campaign Committee: Peter Allen for San José City Council D6 2016 
FPPC ID #: Pending 
Campaign Manager: TBD 
Campaign Consultant(s): TBD 
Campaign Website: Launching soon! 
      
Are you an incumbent in the office you seek? (Y/N): NO      
  
Prominent Endorsements (Please list a MAXIMUM of 10): 
 
Tom McEnery, Former Mayor of San José 
Manh Nguyen, San José City Council 
Jim Griffith, Mayor of Sunnyvale 
Jason Baker, Vice Mayor of Campbell 
Kalen Gallagher, Trustee, Campbell Union High School District 
 

Please answer the following questions and return the completed questionnaire by 
Monday, August 3rd 5:00 PM to SVYD Political Director, Justin Carvalho, via email at 

carvalho.justin@gmail.com.  
 
 

1. What have you done and will you do to get more young people involved in the political 
process? 
 
I’m honored to have been a member of SVYD from 2008 until I “aged out” in 2013, at 
which point I became an Associate Member. Over the past 8 years, I have volunteered 
to knock doors and make phone calls for local Young Democrats who stepped up to run 
for elected office. When I couldn’t get out in the field, I donated what I could to help 



these emerging leaders compete with deep-pocketed opponents. I have also been proud 
to mentor a number of Young Dems who are keeping the club strong today. 
 
Prior to joining SVYD, I served as a Field Organizer on then-Senator Barack Obama’s 
first presidential campaign. I was assigned to Eugene, Oregon, and had to manage an 
entire region of the city, which included three high schools. Even though the students 
couldn’t yet vote, I made a point to visit each of their schools to talk to them about the 
importance of getting engaged in the political process. I was happy to see a few of them 
wander through the doors of the campaign field office to volunteer, and it formed a core 
impression on me as an organizer. 
 
Elected officials, political parties, and candidates owe it to our democracy to do a better 
job of reaching out to young people — and doing it on their terms, in the spaces they 
congregate. I may be “aged out”, but I’m not too old to see that young people don’t 
respond well to agendas and ultimatums. Just like anyone, they want to make up their 
own minds about who and what and how they engage. It will take a holistic approach of 
webinars, social media campaigns, meet-ups, mixers, and brown bag lunches. And it 
won’t happen overnight or in the heat of a six-month election. It will take a sustained 
effort over a number of years, and a patient approach at the wheel.  
 
As a Councilmember, I would convene a team of young leaders from District 6 to help 
cultivate new leadership in the community and meet with me directly to address issues 
facing young people. This cohort would include our district’s Youth Commissioner, 
representatives from local schools, and at-large volunteers from the community. I would 
also encourage young people to apply to serve on one of San José’s numerous boards 
and commissions to gain a deeper understanding of local government. By opening the 
doors of government and providing an opportunity for young people to make their voices 
heard, we can begin to build a pipeline of future leaders — and future voters. 
 

2. In the event of a conflict between your views and those of a majority of your constituents, 
how would you come to a decision?  What factors do you take into account when making 
a decision regarding a controversial issue? 
 
As a Councilmember, I would never compromise my core progressive values, especially 
when making decisions that impact the entire city. I would solicit and respect the views 
of all of my constituents. But I would also consider my role as a steward of the city and 
the inherent obligation to ensure that we continue to move forward in a productive and 
proactive way. 
 
On some issues, this may require taking bold steps or going against the grain of public 
opinion. I am not afraid to take bold steps if those steps are backed up by measureable 
data, compelling testimony from immediate stakeholders, and thorough and thoughtful 
analysis by experts and leaders in their fields. 
 
I would ensure that my constituents have access to all of this information — in a readily 
accessible and sortable format — and an opportunity to address every issue with me 
directly prior to the council decision, either in person, on the phone, via email, or through 
social media. I believe that transparency is key to reducing skepticism in government, 
creating a more engaged city, and helping to inform better public policy. 
 



3. What is the number one thing to improve the quality of life for people under 35 in your 
District 
 
In one word: affordability. According to a recent report sponsored by the Silicon Valley 
Leadership Group and the Silicon Valley Community Foundation, less than 25% of 
workers and 40% of households in San José are able to rent or buy average-priced 
housing. Average rent in May 2015 for a two-bedroom apartment in San José was 
$2,917, and the report shows that the residents would need to earn $116,680 annually to 
afford that. Unfortunately, the median income in San José is just $57,400 for individual 
workers and $91,500 for households. For many people under 35, even the median 
sounds like a dream. 
 
We need to do more to provide affordable housing options — for rent as well as for sale. 
This includes implementing strong policies like inclusionary zoning and linkage fees on 
residential as well as commercial development. It also means embracing concepts like 
“microunit” apartments and targeted land use conversions to help stem the tide of our 
residents ending up on the street, under overpasses, and along creek beds. 
 
We also need to focus resources on strategies to bring new businesses and high-quality 
jobs to San José. This will have the two-fold impact of improving the city’s tax base and 
providing young residents with the economic stability to afford to put down roots and 
make their lives here. 


