
DEAN DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SILICON VALLEY 
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
The Dean Democratic Club of Silicon Valley endorses Democratic candidates who are socially 

progressive and fiscally responsible, support environmental protections and fair elections, and appeal to the 
grassroots.  If you would like to apply for the Dean Democratic Club's endorsement, please complete the form 
below and e-mail to John Comiskey at johnddcsv@mac.com.  We will then contact you to schedule an 
interview with our Endorsement Committee. 

 
Name:  Peter Allen 
 
Office you are seeking:  San José City Council, District 6  
 
Website/email address:  www.peterforsanjose.com / peter@peterforsanjose.com 
 
Address/phone:  1434 Settle Ave., San José, CA 95125 / c(408) 396-1847 
 
Campaign Manager/contact info:  Alfredo Fletes, 50+1 Strategies, LLC / (408) 673-8371 
 
Occupation/educational background: 
 
Current/most recent occupation(s): 

• Managing Director, Teatro Visión (32YO Chicano/Latino theater company), 2013-2016 
• Owner/Principal, Peter Allen Media (communications/political consulting), 2012-Present 

Education: 
• Diploma, Bellarmine College Preparatory, San José, 1996 
• Bachelor of Fine Arts, Filmic Writing, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 2000 

 
Previous public office/community experience: 

• City of San José Arts Commissioner, 2012-Present (Current Chair) 
• Advisory Board/Communications Chair, New Leaders Council Silicon Valley Chapter, 2010-Present 
• VP of Membership, Democratic 21st Century Club, 2011-2015 (Member since 2009) 
• Membership Chair, Rotary Club of Campbell/Willow Glen, 2014-15 (Member since 2012) 
• Treasurer, Willow Glen Neighborhood Association, 2014-15 (Member since 2010) 
• Strategic Marketing Committee, Willow Glen Business Association, 2013-15 (Member since 2013) 
• Willow Glen Founders’ Day Planning Committee, 2014-15 
• Lincoln Avenue Road Diet Working Group, 2014-15 

   
What are the top three issues that you plan to address if elected?   
 

• Making San José more affordable for working families — With the cost of living raging out of control 
and average wages stuck in limbo, San José has become a city with two faces, where many of our 
hardworking neighbors struggle to make ends meet in the shadows of sparkling new high rises and 
gleaming freeway overpasses. Meanwhile, a recent study showed that Santa Clara County spends 
more than half a billion dollars a year providing services to the homeless, the overwhelming majority 
of whom reside in our city. It is both our moral and a fiscal imperative to come together as a 
community to address the affordability of San José. This can be done through a multi-faceted approach 
that includes controlling the rapidly increasing cost of housing and helping local businesses create jobs 
that pay a living wage. 

 
• Encouraging sensible and sustainable growth consistent with long-term planning — The city should 

be thoughtful in recognizing the urgent need for more affordable housing while preserving land slated 
for commercial development. This delicate balance can be achieved through well-planned, mixed-use 
projects that provide housing as well as job opportunities. Additionally, with an eye toward efficiency 
and effectiveness, we need to ensure that our transit infrastructure serves our entire community with 



affordable transit options for those with and without cars. By embracing a multi-modal transportation 
system, we can reduce traffic on our roads, improve the productivity of our workforce, and reduce our 
reliance on fossil fuels. Finally, we need to return to the roots of Silicon Valley by incubating business 
growth in our own backyard, creating a culture of commitment to San José that leads to long-term 
investment in our city and local workforce. 

 
• Protecting our streets and neighborhoods — We’ve all seen how the economic downturn and in-

fighting at City Hall have impacted the safety and security of San José. While a great deal of progress 
has been made, we have a great deal of work left to do to restore baseline resources and staffing 
numbers. The settlement of Measure B and a renewed sense of collaboration between the city and our 
employees have improved morale, but it will take time for San José to become a competitive employer 
again. As we work toward restoring our police and fire ranks, we should continue to leverage Silicon 
Valley technology to improve efficiency and address root causes by investing in youth and community 
programs like the Mayor’s Gang Prevention Task Force and fire prevention services. 

 
Provide example(s) showing how you are socially progressive. 
 
In 1988, at the age of 10, I had my first experience as a volunteer with the Santa Clara County Democratic 
Party, stuffing envelopes for Governor Michael Dukakis’ presidential campaign. Twenty years later, I would 
serve as San José Office Manager and later Field Organizer in Eugene, OR, on the 2008 primary campaign of 
then-Senator Barack Obama. In the years since and between, I have been honored to work or volunteer for a 
number of progressive Democratic candidates at the local level, including San José Councilmember Ash Kalra, 
County Supervisor Dave Cortese, Sunnyvale Councilmember and former Mayor Jim Griffith, and former 
Assemblymember John Laird. I have been or am currently a member of a host of Democratic clubs, including 
the Silicon Valley Young Democrats, Democratic Activists for Women Now, the Peninsula Democratic 
Coalition, and the short-lived Obama Democratic Club of Silicon Valley. From 2011-2015, I served on the 
board of the Democratic 21st Century Club as Vice President of Membership and continue to help that club 
with online communications despite the busy schedule I must maintain as a candidate. 
 
It was in serving as a Political Organizer for the South Bay Labor Council in 2008-2009 that I learned the true 
impact of local government and community empowerment, and it was that experience that “lit the fire” in my 
passion for public service. While at SBLC, I helped to organize support for landmark progressive policies to 
expand San José’s living wage to airport employees and commit developers to including a percentage of 
affordable for-sale housing in market-rate projects (i.e. “inclusionary zoning”). I’ve been standing up for the 
underserved in our community ever since, through my work as Managing Director for Teatro Visión, a 
nonprofit theater company serving immigrants and at-risk youth, as a board member of my Rotary Club, and in 
other endeavors too numerous to list here. I constantly seek to serve working people and other forgotten souls 
who have a place under the “big tent” of our Democratic Party. 
 
Provide example(s) showing how you are fiscally responsible.   
 
As Board President and later Managing Director at Teatro Visón, I took the reins of an organization suffering 
from crippling debt and deficit spending in the wake of the Great Recession, which had left the company on 
the verge of total collapse – with an 80% reduction in staff and operating revenue and a Board of Directors 
reduced to just two members by attrition and the sheer weight of the challenges in moving forward. At the time 
I became Board President, Teatro carried debts in excess of 200% of annual operating revenue and had lost 
support from a number of key funding partners in the local and national arts community. 
 
Together with a small band of willing partners, I successfully helped Teatro reduce its debt by more than 85%, 
develop a new programming model that integrated our community engagement, education, and performance 
work into a cohesive and cyclical structure, and operate “in the black” for the past four years, all while 
restoring our reputation as a leading voice in local, state, and national arts and theater communities. We were 
able to accomplish these feats through pragmatic budgeting practices, diversification of revenue sources, and a 
philosophy of shared sacrifice in service to our mission of creating a more just and equitable world through the 
power of theater. 
 



Provide example(s) showing how you are an environmentalist. 
 
I am proud to be an advocate for creating a more sustainable natural and built environment for our city, region, 
and world. Quite simply, if we don’t act now to combat the threat of human-made climate change, no other 
policies or initiatives will matter because our entire civilization will collapse. With that in mind, I offer this 
selection from the “Priorities” page on my campaign website: 
 
In October 2007, the City Council adopted San José’s landmark Green Vision, a 15-year plan for economic 
growth, environmental sustainability, and an enhanced quality of life for its community. Halfway through this 
15-year initiative, the city is nowhere near the original targets in most goal areas. As a Councilmember, I will 
commit to achieving all Green Vision goals by the target year of 2022 and will work with staff to develop 
concrete strategies for getting there. Specifically, I would encourage expanding recycling services to include 
citywide composting in order to divert more waste from our landfills. I would also push for San José to invest 
in renewable energy projects that cut costs while creating new jobs and opportunities for private sector 
partnerships. 
 
For the past three-plus years, I have been an active blogger at the local, state, and national level, advocating for 
rooftop solar and other upstart renewable energy industries in their ongoing battle with entrenched monopoly 
utilities from California to Maine. My many missives can be found on websites such as San José Inside, Clean 
Technica, and the California Majority Report. I’m happy to provide links on request. 
 
I also strive to do my part to protect our environment through personal choices, such as investing in a hybrid 
car, diverting as much household waste as possible to our recycling bin, conserving water by taking shorter 
showers and putting a moratorium on watering our lawn, and rethinking or reusing any boxes, bags, or other 
materials that might otherwise be used once and thrown away. 
  
What role will the grassroots play in your campaign?   
 
The grassroots are already playing a huge role in my campaign. I am the only candidate born and raised in 
District 6, and as such, I have been the beneficiary of a great outpouring of community support, both in terms 
of small-dollar donations as well as volunteers for voter contact. I am proud to have the most individual donors 
of any candidate in the race – over 300 as of the end of February. These donors are giving an average of $125, 
lowest in the District 6 field. Meanwhile, some of my opponents are receiving average donations of more than 
$350. I knew coming into this race that I would not be able to match or outraise candidates with ties to the 
deep pockets of Silicon Valley. But I also knew that I could remain competitive if I worked hard and brought a 
legion of supporters to the table. I’m happy to report that I’ve done just that. 
 
As you may know, I come from a community organizer background, having worked as a volunteer and later a 
field organizer on Barack Obama’s successful 2008 presidential campaign, which built on the success of 
Howard Dean’s 2004 campaign in activating grassroots support, both on- and offline. I believe in the power of 
grassroots organizing to win elections at any level, and particularly in hyper-local, “low-information” races. 
That’s why I recruited the team at 50+1 Strategies to help build my campaign infrastructure. They share my 
vision of campaigns powered by the people and not the special interests. 
 
Together, my team crafted a plan to reach more than 10,000 doors and 20,000 voters through personal contact 
prior to Election Day. We have already knocked well over 2,500 doors, and we have walks scheduled every 
weekend from now through June 7th, rain or shine. I have personally committed to knocking more than 5,000 
doors myself, and I’m already walking 4-5 days per week, with plans to ramp up to 6 days per week as my 
hectic schedule of endorsement interviews, candidate forums, and other events begins to lighten up. 
 
How will DDCSV's support help in your race and what assistance would you like?   
 
DDCSV’s support would be critical in helping us recruit additional volunteers to help with voter contact. Your 
club is one of the few in the Santa Clara County Democratic Party that back up your endorsements with action, 
and I would be honored to have your members walking precincts and calling voters on my behalf. Fundraising 



is always an obstacle for grassroots candidates, and monetary donations are more than welcome. But as I’ve 
already stated, this race will be won in the field, and that is where your club would be most helpful. 
 
What other endorsements have you received? (List at most 10 or provide an attachment.) 
 

• Rich Gordon, California State Assembly 
• Jim Griffith, Councilmember & Former Mayor of Sunnyvale 
• Silicon Valley Young Democrats (Early Endorsement) 
• Tom McEnery, Former Mayor of San José 
• Jason Baker, Mayor of Campbell  
• Teresa Castellanos, President, San Jose Unified School District Board of Trustees 
• Sandy Engel, Trustee, San José Unified School District 
• Paymon Zarghami, Trustee, San José Unified School District 
• Kalen Gallagher, Trustee, Campbell Union High School District 
• Thelma Boac, Trustee, Berryessa Union School District 

 
Full list available at: www.peterforsanjose.com/endorsements 
 
What are your largest sources of campaign funding? 
 
San José City Council candidates are limited to accepting a maximum of $600 in aggregate donations in any 
given cycle (primary or general) from any one individual, business, political action committee, or other entity. 
 
To date, 22 of my 300-plus contributors have “maxed out” to my campaign, including family members, close 
friends, and local business owners. 
 
In the interest of transparency, I am attaching my latest FPPC Form 460 report (through Dec. 31, 2015). 
 
How much do you expect to raise/spend? 
 
I plan to raise and spend up to $100,000 to be successful on June 7th. 
 
Thank you! 
Endorsement Committee 
Dean Democratic Club of Silicon Valley 


