
2016 San Jose City Council Questionnaire 
District 6 

 
Basic information 
 
Name: Peter Allen 
 
Birth date: December 4, 1977 
 
Street address (not for publication): 
1434 Settle Ave., San José, CA 95125 
 
Spouse? Children?: Engaged; no children 
 
Profession/employment: 
Nonprofit Executive/Small Business Owner 
 
Political party: Democrat 
 
Years resided in San Jose? or nearby: 30 (on and off) 
 
Years resided in district: 26 (on and off) 
 
Elected offices held, years: n/a 
 
Appointed offices held, years: 
• San José Arts Commissioner, 2012-present (current Chair) 

 
Civic activities, memberships etc.: 
• Rotary Club of Campbell-San José West, 2012-present 
• Advisory Board Member, New Leaders Council – Silicon 

Valley, 2010-present 
• Board Member, Democratic 21st Century Club, 2011-2015 
• Board Member/President, Teatro Visión, 2011-2013 



• Willow Glen Business Association Strategic Marketing 
Committee, 2013-2015 

• Willow Glen Neighborhood Association Board of Directors, 
2014-2015 

• Also a member of SPUR San José, Silicon Valley Bicycle 
Coalition, Committee for Green Foothills, and numerous 
other community-based organizations 

 
How much money have you raised? $45,000 
 
How much do you plan to raise? $80,000 
 
How much will you loan/donate yourself? $1,000 
 
Campaign web site: www.peterforsanjose.com 
 
Phone(s): (408) 396-1847 
 
Email/campaign: peter@peterforsanjose.com 
 
Email/personal: pjallen2@gmail.com 
 
Twitter: @PeterForSanJose 
 
--------------------------------- 
 



The following questions are not meant to be comprehensive. Please 
keep answers to a couple sentences. If you don’t have a position 
yet, just say that. 
 
Name up to three councilmembers you admire, and why: 
 
• Raul Peralez – In order to win his seat, he overcame a 

mountain of doubt and opponents with bigger names and 
more money. Now that he’s on the council, he brings passion 
and empathy to the dais while pushing for progressive, yet 
pragmatic policy goals. 

 
• Chappie Jones – He takes a community-first approach and 

makes himself accessible and accountable to his constituents. 
And he’s a genuinely nice person — a rarity in this line of 
work. We may not agree on every policy, but we always get 
along, which is important for neighboring councilmembers. 

 
• Don Rocha – Despite legitimate criticisms that he is prone to 

petulance, he demands a high caliber of work from his peers, 
his staff, and everyone in city government. He believes the 
duty of public servants is to serve the public, and he looks for 
ways to say, “Yes,” instead of finding excuses to say, “No.” 

 
Up to three community leaders you admire: 
 
• Tom McEnery – He has a love for San José that pervades just 

about everything he does. 
 
• Bob Brownstein – I’ve never seen anyone work or fight 

harder to defend and promote their values. 
 



• Tamara Alvarado – She’s made a success of one of our most 
valuable cultural institutions, and she’s done it despite the 
double-edged sword of racism and sexism. 

 
Do you support making the road diet permanent? YES 
 
Do you support restoring the trestle? YES 
 
On the current representative, Pierluigi Oliverio: 
 
--In what ways would you emulate his example? 
 
• I hope to emulate his ability to seemingly be everywhere at 

once. However, I also hope to be more present at community 
events, rather than flying in and out. 

 
• I would sponsor public events and activities out of my office 

budget, but always in consultation with the appropriate city 
department. 

 
--In what ways would you differ? 
 
• I would look to build consensus among my colleagues rather 

than going it alone. 
 
• I would have and exhibit more compassion for the people of 

my district and city, particularly those who don’t share my 
privilege or agree with my positions. 

 
• I would build and cultivate a culture in my office that 

expected and required a higher level of service to the 
district’s residents. 

 



Do you believe the city should encourage housing development? 
YES 
 
Do you think the city should work on providing more affordable 
housing, and if so, how? 
 

YES. In order to fill the funding void left by the dissolution of 
redevelopment agencies, the City is already implementing a 
housing impact fee on new market-rate rental developments and 
an inclusionary zoning requirement for ownership developments. 
Additionally, staff is exploring incentives to encourage 100% 
affordable housing developments and acquiring land specifically 
for low-income housing and modular and/or transitional housing 
for our unhoused neighbors. I support a moratorium on mobile 
home park conversions with a strong displacement policy in place 
that provides seniors and others on fixed incomes with local 
affordable housing options. I would also support a commercial 
linkage fee to fund affordable housing, but the Mayor and 
Council recently voted against exploring that option. 

 
Do you support stronger rent control? YES 
 
What should the city be doing about the homeless that it is not 
doing? 
 

First, we should stop dehumanizing our unhoused neighbors by 
referring to them as “the homeless”. These are our friends and 
fellow residents, and they deserve to be treated with dignity and 
respect. Instead, our city has treated them as a nuisance to be 
swept under the rug or out of the only place they have to call 
home. The City should continue to utilize the tools available 
under the Shelter Crisis Act to find new ways to house our 
unhoused residents. I fully support City efforts to devote 
adequate resources to study, implement, and manage the myriad 



programs already proposed and others that have struggled to gain 
traction, such as sanctioned encampments. 

 
Are there locations in this district where higher housing densities 
should be encouraged? YES 
 
Do you believe some commercial/industrial areas should be 
considered for conversion to housing? YES 
 
Do you support a quarter cent sales tax for San Jose’s general fund 
on the ballot in June? YES 
 
Will you support a VTA sales tax in the fall to extend BART 
downtown and improve roads and expressways? YES 
 
Finally, tell us what additional topics (3-5) are important to you, 
and briefly what should be done about them.  
 

Workforce Management & Employee Relations – Years of 
feuding over retirement reforms have decimated the City’s 
workforce at every level of every department, particularly in 
public safety. Now that a compromise has been reached on 
2012’s Measure B, the City must work to bring total 
compensation of its employees in line with surrounding agencies 
and continue to restore trust between public employee unions and 
the council in order to make San José a truly competitive 
employer and improve our ability to recruit and retain the high-
caliber workforce our residents expect and deserve. The City 
should also seek to provide expanded opportunities for 
professional development so that staff can continually improve 
their effectiveness and productivity. 
 
Parks, Trails & Environment – Decades of community 
leadership have yielded a widespread system of trails, bike paths, 
and parkland. We must now work to connect them into a citywide 



and regional network that serves all of our communities, 
improving public health and quality of life. As a Councilmember, 
I will commit to achieving all of the City’s Green Vision goals by 
the target year of 2022 and will work with staff to develop 
concrete strategies for getting there. Specifically, I would 
encourage expanding recycling services to include citywide 
composting in order to divert more waste from our landfills. I 
would also push for San José to invest in renewable energy 
projects that cut costs while creating new jobs and opportunities 
for private sector partnerships. 
 
Youth & Senior Services – Our award-winning libraries and 
community centers are critical to the success of our 
neighborhoods. By investing in expanded hours and programs 
and partnering with local nonprofit and community-based 
organizations, we can keep kids off the street, out of gangs, and 
on track to succeed in the Silicon Valley economy. For our 
seniors and those looking for enrichment opportunities, libraries 
and community centers provide opportunities for socialization, 
access to healthy food, and community development. 
 
Creative Culture – Creativity is a key component of any 
thriving community, providing an avenue for education and 
exploration and increasing our capacity to develop innovative 
solutions to complex problems. The arts are also a key driver of 
our local economy. We can continue to nurture a culturally 
diverse and artistically eclectic environment in San José by 
partnering with the private sector to identify new and sustainable 
sources of funding. 
 
Open Data & Government Technology – Mayor Liccardo and 
the current council have taken steps towards opening San José’s 
books so that residents can easily track how their tax dollars are 
being spent. But we can and should do so much more. Silicon 
Valley technology has made it possible to bring together people 



and government like never before, and as the self-identified 
Capital of Silicon Valley, it’s time for San José to lead the charge. 


