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For more details of my work throughout the Ludlow 
Constituency or to sign up for my monthly newsletter 
please visit:  

Helping community reopen 
Pheasant Inn at Neenton 

Fighting for fairer funding for 
our rural schools 

Supporting Small Business Saturday 

PHILIP DUNNE MP  

WESTMINSTER 

REPORT 

Dear Resident  

We are now only a couple of months away from the 

General Election on 7th May. 

This election represents a crucial moment for our 

country. Voters can either choose to stick to our long 

term economic plan which is delivering growth and 

jobs across the country, or return to the wasteful 

spend more/borrow more ways of the recent past. 

In Shropshire, the benefits of our long term plan to 

cut the deficit and put Britain back on the road to 

prosperity are clear. Thinking back to 2010, many 

local people feared for their jobs as the recession 

shrank businesses across Shropshire.  

But this Government set out a clear plan for revival 

and stuck to it. Now our economy is growing, 

businesses are expanding and more people are in 

work than ever before. In the Ludlow constituency I 

have held 6 Jobs Fairs, which I hope has played a 

part in cutting unemployment by more than half 

since 2010.  

A growing economy has allowed us to cut Income Tax 

for 27 million people, cut taxes for businesses so 

they can take on more staff and invest an extra £2 

billion in the NHS. Turning away from our economic 

plan now would put at risk all we have worked so 

hard to gain. 

The choice for voters at this election is clear – a 

proven track record to bring prosperity to all, or 

economic uncertainty and chaos. I shall continue to 

work hard to support our long term economic plan, 

which has delivered, and will continue to deliver, so 

much for South Shropshire. 

Yours sincerely 

A STRONGER VOICE FOR THE LUDLOW CONSTITUENCY 

Creating employment for 
Shropshire and the UK 

Helping people back in to work has 

been a key part of our economic 

plan. Philip Dunne wants to ensure 

Shropshire continues to feel the 

benefits of an economic plan that is 

delivering growth faster than every 

other major advanced economy in 

the world.  

There are now more people in 

work than ever before, and 

unemployment in Shropshire is 

continuing to tumble. Across the 

UK, Conservatives have helped 

create more than 1,000 jobs a 

day since 2010 - that means 

more local families have the 

security of a regular pay-packet.  

 

Cutting taxes for families and businesses 

But there is so much more a Conservative Government would do to build a stronger local economy, 

with more business and jobs for Shropshire. We want to keep cutting red tape and taxes for small 

businesses. Supporting innovative Shropshire start-ups will help develop local jobs for local people.  

Conservatives also want to cut taxes for people in work. We have already raised the personal 

allowance to take three million out of paying Income Tax altogether. All but the highest taxpayers 

now pay £825 less Income Tax than they did in 2010. We plan to raise the personal allowance (the 

amount you can earn before paying Income Tax) to £12,500. We would also raise the 40p tax 

threshold to £50,000 by 2020.   

Falling costs through lower petrol and food prices is welcome. Lower duties help relieve strain on 

tight family budgets. Many Shropshire families rely on their car to get them around, and  

Conservatives have 

recognised this and frozen 

fuel duty. Petrol duty will be 

20p per litre lower by the end 

of this Parliament compared 

to plans inherited from 

Labour. This action alone 

saves the average South 

Shropshire motorist £11 

every time they fill up their 

tank from this April. In total, 

fuel duty will have been 

frozen for nearly four and a 

half years, the longest freeze 

for over 20 years. 

Conservatives delivering for Britain and South Shropshire  

Spring 2015 

THANK YOU... 
Philip works hard to represent everyone in the 
Ludlow Constituency, writing some 6000 letters 
a year on behalf of local residents. He does not 
expect to be thanked, but the following are some 
recent positive outcomes.  

“I am grateful for your involvement with a 
couple of food parcel recipients who had 
been waiting a long time for their benefits to 
be re-instated. Since your involvement we 
have not had the protracted waits which we 
were experiencing for benefits to resume.” 
— RD, Ludlow Food Bank 

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you personally for your time and assistance to 
question the (planning) procedures that we 
encountered.”- PS, Neenton 

I am always happy to help my constituents in whatever 
way I can, so if you have an issue you would like to raise 
with me you can contact me using the details below: 

Post: House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 

Email: philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk 

Call: 01584 872 187 

CONTACT ME 

I also hold regular advice surgeries across the 
constituency throughout the year. Please visit 
www.philipdunne.com/surgeries to see when I am next 
in your area, or call 01584 872 187 to book an 
appointment.  

PHILIP DUNNE MP  

WORKING FOR YOU YEAR 

ROUND ACROSS THE 

LUDLOW CONSTITUENCY 

Twitter: @philipdunnemp 

Backing local charity fundraising 

Discussing minor injuries 
at Tenbury Hospital 

“Thank you for your community survey. I am 
pleased to say my experience (of local 
broadband) is very good. With the Connecting 
Shropshire scheme, my home (which is also my 
workplace) has a very reliable broadband 
connection. Great to see local and national 
government working so well on delivering a 
valuable local infrastructure project like this.” 
—SA, Church Stretton 
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“I just wanted to say a big ‘thank you’ for being at 
the meeting this evening... it’s much appreciated 
that you took the trouble to support our cause. 
Again, thank you on behalf of the village of 
Ashford Bowdler.” — MJ, Ashford Bowdler 



When I surveyed Ludlow residents, I 
asked how people felt about the 
proposed out of town supermarket 
development.   

I have been approached by local traders and 
the Town Centre Residents’ Association who are 
concerned about its impact on the town centre. 
But I wanted to get the views of people who use 
local shops. So I asked Ludlow residents: “Do 
you think Ludlow traders would be put at risk by 
a large edge of town supermarket?” and “Do 
you believe Ludlow should be developed 
beyond the boundary of the A49?” The results 
were compelling. A clear majority of the 1,243  
Ludlow residents who replied are concerned 
about the impact of a new supermarket and do 
not wish to see Ludlow developed beyond the 
A49.  

I have presented these results both to 
Shropshire Council, and Love Ludlow, the local 

Philip Dunne MP: a stronger voice for the Ludlow constituency 

REPORTING BACK:  
LUDLOW CONSTITUENCY SURVEY RESULTS 
In 2014 I surveyed almost every household in the Ludlow constituency. I asked a 
range of national and local questions, to get a sense of how people felt about key 
issues 

Fast reliable broadband, and 
usable mobile phone signal, 
are important both for local 
residents and businesses. I 
am determined to work to 
ensure better connectivity for 

all in South Shropshire.   

Over the past 12 months I 
have established mobile and 
broadband signal strength 
from thousands of local 
residents across the 
constituency. I have worked 
with Connecting Shropshire to 
draw their attention to the 
worst affected areas. I am 
campaigning for fibre and 

wireless rollout.  

Progress is being made, and 
Connecting Shropshire have 
now upgraded over 120 
cabinets to fibre broadband. 
Today, over 30,000 
households in Shropshire can 

now access faster speeds.  

I will continue to work with 
Connecting Shropshire and 
providers to encourage better 

broadband for local residents. 

I am pleased the Government 
has announced an extra £5 
million of match funding for 
Shropshire broadband rollout 
through Growth Deal funding 

for the Marches LEP.  

Delivering better 
local broadband  

Supporting schools 
and apprenticeships 

I want to see our young 

people get the best possible 

start in life. I have long fought 

for more funding for our rural 

schools, and I am delighted 

they will receive an extra 

£298 per pupil to address the 

historic unfairness from 

September. 

On leaving school, I want to 

see more options for young 

people. Apprenticeships and 

vocational training give a wide 

range of choice for those who 

want to earn while they learn. 

Apprentice uptake with local 

businesses is rising, with 

more than 600 young people 

in South Shropshire starting 

an apprenticeship since 

2010. I hope we can see this 

number increase as more 

young people consider 

apprenticeships as an 

option.   

I am also working with other 

Shropshire MPs to help 

deliver a University in 

Shropshire, bringing more 

skills and training to our area. 

Working with Connecting Shropshire to bring 

fibre broadband to more communities 

I have been seeking opinions from local residents since first elected in 
2005, but my most recent survey reached the most people for some 
time. I would like to thank the 8,000 constituents who took the 
trouble to fill in and return my surveys.  

Many also brought my attention to their local concerns, for which I am 
extremely grateful. I have endeavoured to reply personally to each 

one.  

The results are 

informative. I 

was interested 

to note 

widespread 

support for the 

5 year Council 

Tax freeze. 

Information on 

mobile and 

broadband 

strength 

around the 

Constituency is also proving 

very useful in my ongoing 

discussions with Connecting 

Shropshire and mobile and 

broadband providers. You  

can still let me know your 

views or see the results at 

www.tellphilip.com. 

Listening to local residents’ concerns 

Economy on the rise 
in South Shropshire 
When this Government came to 

office in 2010, kick-starting the 

economy was our first priority. 

Deep structural problems that 

had built up over the previous 

decade had to be rectified. 

Difficult decisions had to be 

taken, all ducked by those who 

said we should take a different 

approach. But we stuck to our 

long term economic plan, and 

now Britain and Shropshire are 

feeling the benefits. 

Our economy is growing faster 

than any other major advanced 

economy in the 

world.  

But I want to 

ensure I am 

doing all I can to 

help local 

people find 

work. I have held 6 

Jobs Fairs throughout the 

Ludlow constituency over the 

past couple of years to help 

employers and jobseekers 

connect.  

This Government has been 

working to cut business taxes, 

support entrepreneurs and 

encourage growth. We have cut 

Corporation Tax, employer 

National Insurance 

contributions and frozen 

business rates. But there is 

more to do yet, and I want to 

see continued support for 

Shropshire businesses 

through our long term 

economic plan. This includes 

fighting for more support for 

our rural economy, to ease 

pressures on local farmers.  

Speaking at an event in Ludlow for local 

businesses to explore export growth 

www.philipdunne.com Working year round for the Ludlow constituency 

Bridgnorth Journal, 31st October 2014 

Shropshire Star, 22nd December 2014 

Meeting a young apprentice 

at Wenlock Motors 

Ludlow supermarket proposal 

campaigning group, and continue to 
offer my support to resist development 
of a new supermarket on the edge of 
town.   

Our market towns help make South 
Shropshire a great place to live, and 
encourage many thousands of tourists 
each year. I believe it would be short 
sighted to undermine our town centres. 

Campaigning for better mobile signal 
I know from meeting people across the 
Ludlow Constituency that poor mobile 
signal is an increasing problem in 
several areas. Connectivity is 
becoming ever more essential to 
modern life, so I am pleased the 
Government is acting to sort out poor 

mobile signal. 

A legally binding agreement has been 
reached recently with mobile networks 
which will increase overall coverage, 
reduce ‘not spots’, and improve signal 
strength – great news for the Ludlow 

constituency.  

I have also met the largest local 
mobile provider to give them results 
from my survey, which show the worst 
affected wards. I have asked mobile 
providers to prioritise these areas as 
they improve their local services. 
There has been a decline in service 

since the merger of two mobile providers, 
when many ‘duplicate’ masts (i.e. both 

covering the same area) were removed.  

I am actively engaged with mobile operators, 
highlighting examples brought to my attention 
by constituents. If you have a problem with 
your mobile signal please contact me at 

philip@philipdunne.com. 


