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Pivot lawyer, Douglas King, addresses the 
media outside the Law Courts.



Letter from Pivot’s Leadership 
We are honoured to present Pivot Legal 
Society’s 2015 annual report. It has been 
another important year for our organization 
and our community as we fight for social 
change on some of Canada’s most pressing 
human rights issues. 

2015 was a huge year for Pivot as we argued 
and won the largest piece of litigation in 
the organization’s history. Pivot brought the 
case on behalf of Abbotsford’s homeless 
community, which successfully argued that 
it is a constitutional violation to be displaced 
from public spaces when there is nowhere 
else for them to sleep. The litigation was 
the culmination of a great deal of learning 
and many years building relationships with 
Abbotsford’s homeless community as we 
prepared to argue a case of this magnitude. 
As with everything we do, it would have been 
impossible without the incredible community 
of clients, lawyers, law firms, advocates, 
volunteers, donors, and friends of Pivot.

Of course, the fight is not over and we still have 
much work to do to ensure that every person 

 
in Canada has access to safe and affordable 
housing. We are also continuing our important 
work fighting laws that are deeply harmful to 
sex workers, people who use drugs, and other 
criminalized populations. We will continue to 
hold the police accountable for the misuse of 
force and discriminatory policing practices as 
we bring cases before the courts and to the 
public’s attention. We are making progress 
on all of these fronts, but there is a great 
deal more to do in order to make Canada the 
country that we know it can be: one that is just, 
safe, and inclusive. 

We are pleased to present to you our 2015 
Annual Report and would encourage you to 
share it broadly. This movement needs to 
connect more of us together and we are deeply 
grateful to those who have joined us on this 
journey. 
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Pivot Legal Society Board chair, Kerry Porth (R), alongside Sex 
Workers United Against Violence (SWUAV) director, DJ (L).



Campaign Highlights 

Pivot uses legal and political advocacy to challenge laws and 

policies in four policy areas: police accountability, health and 

drug policy, housing and homelessness and sex workers’ rights. 

We work collaboratively with people impacted by poverty 

and marginalization to bring forward legal cases and execute 

campaigns that will make a meaningful difference in their lives. 

Here are a few highlights from our campaign work in 2015.

Pivot Legal Society Board chair, Kerry Porth (R), alongside Sex 
Workers United Against Violence (SWUAV) director, DJ (L).

Pivot volunteers, helping out at our fall fundraising event. 



Police Accountability 
When Bobbi O’Shea, an Aboriginal woman 
living with a disability, called for help during an 
anxiety attack, Vancouver Police Department 
officers were the first to the scene.  She told 
officers she had recently inhaled cocaine, 
and they decided to take her to jail for public 
intoxication rather than to a hospital. 

At the Vancouver Jail, Bobbi was placed in a 
restraint device after having her request to use 
the washroom with a female guard present 
denied. Bobbi’s hands were cuffed behind her 
back and her feet were tied together with a 
strap while she was seated on the floor with 
her legs outstretched. The strap was pulled 
under a door and tethered on the other side. 
She was held in the device for an hour and 
before being released without charges.

Bobbi was determined to get justice for herself 
and other people in similar circumstances. She 
refused to back down, and in 2015, after seven 
years of advocacy, she finally got her day 

in court. Pivot lawyer Doug King represented 
Bobbi, arguing that she never should have 
been taken to jail in the first place, and that 
the use of a restraint device constituted a 
disproportionate application of force. Sadly, 
Bobbi’s experience was not an isolated 
incident and highlighted the findings from 
the Frank Paul inquest, which made strong 
recommendations for the use of sobering 
centres instead of jails. 

In December 2015, the Provincial Court found 
the City of Vancouver was negligent and liable 
for breaching the standard of care due to Ms. 
O’Shea, awarding her $10,000 in damages. 
The Judge found that the guards who placed 
Bobbi in the device refused to take into 
account Bobbi’s medical history, resulting in an 
escalation of her anxiety, and failed to provide 
Bobbi access to a nurse in accordance with 
VPD policy. The Vancouver Police Department 
has stated that it is reviewing the decision in 
the O’Shea case to determine if any changes to 
practices, policies and procedures are needed.

Pivot lawyer, Douglas King, alongside client, Bobbi.



Housing
Pivot lawyer DJ Larkin represented the BC/
Yukon Association of Drug War Survivors 
(DWS) in their lawsuit challenging City of 
Abbotsford bylaws that prohibited sleeping 
in a park overnight, erecting a basic survival 
structure in any public place, or even sleeping 
in a car. 

During the six-week trial, which began on 
June 29, 2015, the Court heard from several 
homeless residents. They detailed how 
municipal bylaws have been enforced to 
displace people sheltering in public spaces 
despite the fact that many have no other 
shelter options. Their testimony described 
how homeless campers have had tents pepper 
sprayed by police, had chicken manure dumped 
on their camp, and had been subjected to 
countless other displacement tactics that put 
their lives and health at risk.

In October, the B.C. Supreme Court ruled in 
favour of the homeless Abbotsford residents. 
Chief Justice Christopher Hinkson found that 
bylaws prohibiting homeless people from 
sleeping in parks and erecting shelter in public 
places violate Section 7 of the Charter, which 
protects individuals’ liberty and security of 
person. The ruling allows people to erect 
shelters and sleep in the public spaces and 
parks in the City of Abbotsford between the 
hours of 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. The decision 
means that homeless people can no longer be 
evicted from public spaces and parks during 
those hours, and has led to law reform in other 
jurisdictions around B.C.

In striking down the bylaws, the B.C. Supreme 
Court ruling recognizes the right of homeless 
people to engage in acts of human necessity 
in public spaces, recognizing that constant 
displacement and prohibitions on sheltering 
cause physical and psychological  

 
harm and make it more difficult for people to 
connect with service providers and escape 
homelessness. Beyond this, the Court found 
that people are not homeless by choice; there 
are myriad factors driving people in and out of 
homelessness, including low social assistance 
rates, the legacy of residential schools and 
institutionalization, personal trauma and 
discrimination against low-income people in 
the rental housing market. The Court agreed 
that some services, housing and shelter remain 
inaccessible to many homeless people. 

This means that when governments consider 
creating shelter and housing options to 
alleviate the need to shelter in public spaces, 
they have an obligation to ensure that these 
options are actually responsive to people’s 
needs. This is a tremendous victory for the 
homeless population in Abbotsford and for 
homeless people across Canada. For too long, 
the federal and provincial governments have 
passed responsibility for managing our national 
homelessness crisis to cities who, in turn, have 
punished people rather than providing them 
with safe alternatives. Now, Pivot is working 
hard to improve access to public space for all 
people who are homeless and to push all levels 
of government to create accessible housing 
options in communities throughout B.C. and 
across the country. 



Sex Work
In 2013, after a long, hard legal battle waged 
by sex workers, the Supreme Court of Canada 
ruled that several criminal laws related to 
adult prostitution were unconstitutional. 
The Conservative government of the day 
responded with the Protection of Communities 
and Exploited Persons Act (PCEPA), which 
became law on December 6, 2014. 

Under the new sex work laws, purchasing sex 
is illegal in Canada for the first time, and many 
other aspects of the sex industry have been 
criminalized. Sex workers and those who work 
with them have made it clear that the PCEPA 
will replicate the harmful impacts of laws struck 
down in 2013 by the Supreme Court of Canada. 
In 2015, Pivot lawyer Brenda Belak worked 
closely with Sex Workers United Against 
Violence (SWUAV) to create and distribute 
“Know Your Rights” cards for sex workers 

 
across Canada to ensure that people working 
in the sex industry understand the new law 
and can stay safe in the face of ongoing 
criminalization. Along with the cards, Pivot has 
been putting on “Know Your Rights” workshops 
for sex workers. 

With the election of a new federal government 
in October 2015, Pivot began working with 
sex workers in Vancouver and across Canada 
to ensure that relevant decision-makers in 
Ottawa, including the Minister of Justice, 
understand the harmful impacts of the PCEPA 
and make repealing the dangerous and 
unconstitutional legislation a top priority. 

Members of SWUAV



Health and Drug Policy
After the federal government introduced 
several new mandatory minimum sentencing 
provisions for drug crimes as part of the 
Safe Streets and Communities Act (SSCA), 
Pivot released “Throwing Away the Keys: The 
human and social cost of mandatory minimum 
sentences.” We argued that several provisions 
of the SSCA, including mandatory minimum 
sentences for certain drug offences, will have 
disproportionately negative effects for people 
living with drug dependence, Aboriginal people 
and youth in care or leaving the foster care 
system. In that report we argued that the 
application of a number of provisions of the 
SSCA might result in violations of the Charter 
rights of low-income people who use drugs and 
other protected groups and may therefore be 
vulnerable to constitutional challenge.

Unfortunately, now that these sentencing 
provisions are in force, we are seeing that our 
findings were correct. That’s why Pivot joined 
forces with the Union of BC Indian Chiefs 
(UBCIC) to co-intervene in a Supreme Court of 
Canada challenge to one of these sentencing 
provisions.  

Joseph Lloyd, a Vancouver Downtown Eastside 
resident suffering from drug dependency, was 
charged and convicted with possession for 
the purpose of trafficking following his arrest 
for carrying less than ten grams of heroin, 
cocaine, and crystal methamphetamine. Under 
the SSCA, Mr. Lloyd’s conviction carried a one-
year mandatory minimum jail term because 
of a  previous drug conviction within the last 
ten years. Pivot and UBCIC argued that the 
sentencing provision had a disproportionately 
negative impact on Aboriginal people, women 
and people who are struggling with addiction.  

Pivot was pleased when the Supreme Court 
of Canada struck down the provision in 
question as unconstitutional and stated that 
mandatory minimum sentences that apply 
to offences that can be committed in various 
ways, under a broad array of circumstances 
and by a wide range of people, are vulnerable 
to constitutional challenge. Pivot will continue 
to intervene in cases involving mandatory 
minimum sentences for drug offences until 
these harmful provisions are all struck down or 
repealed by the federal government. 

Members of Drug War Survivors (DWS)



Pivot Partners
Extreme poverty, discrimination and criminalization are fueling a Canadian human rights crisis. 
Instead of promoting equality, dignity and safety, our laws often push the most vulnerable 
members of our communities to the margins. Every day we fight to ensure human rights are 
protected and the people we represent have the support to see their individual cases through.

For this reason we have created the Pivot Partners monthly giving program. Monthly donations 
mean stability, not only for the Pivot team but for the people we support. When we take on a 
fight, we commit to it for the long haul. Being able to depend on your gift gives our clients the 
stability they need to see a difficult fight through.

We believe in dignity, equality and human rights for everyone in Canada. We know that change is 
possible and together, we will make it happen.   
 
Please join us today in the fight for justice.

pivotlegal.org/pivotpartners

Keynote speaker, the esteemed Stephen Lewis, in the home of 
Dorothée & Dr. Julio Montaner at our 2015 fundraising event.



Finances
Pivot Legal Society Statement of Financial Position  
as of December 31, 2015 and 2014 
    

       2015         2014 
 

Assets   
Current     
Cash          117,027     100,320 
Accounts receivable       1,292     11,665 
Prepaid expenses and deposits      24,419     23,346 
         142,738     135,331 
Property and equipment  (Note 3)    8,140     5,325 
         150,878     140,656 

Liabilities   
Current     
Accounts payable and accruals (Note 4)     26,984     44,645 
Deferred contributions  (Note 5)    145,732     89,906 
         172,716     134,551 
   

Net Assets (Deficit)    
Net assets invested in property and equipment  7,262     4,447 
Unrestricted net assets (deficit)    (29,100)     1,658 
       (21,838)     6,105 
         
Totals       150,878     140,656 
 

Pivot Legal Society Statement of Operations  
for the years ended December 31, 2015 and 2014

       2015                2014 

Receipts     
Calendar and book sales     14,068     101,221
Campaign income     107,639     164,572
Donations      16,500     55,988
Expense recovery     12,929     9,845
Grants       620,034     684,074
Other          31,136     1,179

Totals          802,306     1,016,879

Expenditures     
Amortization      2,235     2,082
Calendar and book supplies      4,062     70,832
Campaign expense        38,223     135,112
Communication      16,798     15,859
Fundraising         16,583     16,044
General and administration expense      13,707     18,518
Office and miscellaneous       16,878     30,065
Rent       60,203     54,583
Professional fees        40,622     37,020
Salaries, wages and benefits       607,455     556,987
Volunteer expense        13,483     21,428

Totals          830,249     958,530

Excess (deficiency) of receipts over 
expenditures for the year       (27,943)     58,349 
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