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Pivot’s work is grounded in the belief that poverty and social exclusion are not 

inevitable. Through our campaigns, our team focuses on making the possibility 

of a more just and compassionate society a reality. Our projects evolve from 

year to year, but our central mandate, to use legal tools and political advocacy to 

challenge laws and policies that intensify poverty and social exclusion, remains 

the same.

We work collaboratively with people impacted by poverty and marginalization to 

develop a vision for change that will make a meaningful difference in their lives.  

The goal of our work is large-scale social change and that takes time. It is 

important to take a moment each year to reflect back on how much we have 

accomplished. We cannot cover everything that happened this year, but here 

are some of the highlights.

Highlights

DTES sex workers broaden access to justice for 
marginalized people across Canada

We opened 2012 with Pivot’s first trip to the Su-
preme Court of Canada in Ottawa.  For the first 
time in Canadian history, sex workers from the 
Downtown Eastside fought for their rights at Cana-
da’s highest court.

The case, Attorney General of Canada v. Down-
town Eastside Sex Workers United Against Vi-
olence Society (SWUAV) & Kiselbach, began in 
2007 when Pivot was asked to represent the 
Downtown Eastside Sex Workers United Against 
Violence Society (an organization run by and for 
street-based sex workers in the DTES) and Sheryl 
Kiselbach (a former sex worker and currently the 
violence prevention coordinator at the PACE So-
ciety) in a constitutional challenge to the criminal 
laws that prohibit various aspects of adult sex 
work. Before the case could get to trial, the feder-
al government brought a motion to have it struck 
out of court. We were shocked and dismayed 
when the BC Supreme Court decided that the 
Plaintiffs did not have “standing” (the legal right) 
to challenge the laws. The BC Court of Appeal 
reversed the decision, leading the federal govern-
ment to take the case to the Supreme Court of 
Canada.

On September 21 justices unanimously ruled that 
our clients have standing to challenge Canada’s 
harmful prostitution laws. After five years in legal 
limbo, our clients were thrilled to receive this 
decision, but there is a second and equally excit-
ing implication of this victory. In rendering 
this decision, the Supreme Court relaxed the re-
quirements for standing, thereby increasing 
access justice for all marginalized people. 

Hope in Shadows turns 10 - A decade of shifting 
perceptions and changing lives

Shortly after Pivot began to take shape as a legal 
advocacy organization, an idea emerged for a dif-
ferent kind of project that would use photography 
to empower people living in the Downtown Eastside 
to represent their neighbourhood on their own 
terms. Out of that idea, Hope in Shadows was born.

In 2012, we launched the 10th Annual Hope in 
Shadows Calendar. Over the years, hundreds of 
project participants have shared their stories and 
photographs. Our strong network of vendors have 
also worked alongside us over the last ten years. 
They have put in countless hours — often in cold 
and wet weather conditions — and to date have 
sold 75,000 copies of the calendar. Connecting with 
one another in a sincere and meaningful way is 
what Hope in Shadows is all about, and is why this 
project remains at the heart of Pivot’s work today.

Reforming the way police dogs are trained and 
deployed in BC

BC is in desperate need of a change in the way 
that police dogs are trained and deployed. 
The statistics are alarming. The Vancouver Police 
Department has had at least 122 incidents 
between January 2010 and January 2012 where a 
police dog made contact with a suspect 
and caused injuries severe enough that they war-
ranted hospitalization. The stories behind those 
statistics are also shocking - an 18 year old who 

was bitten by a police dog and scarred for life 

after shoplifting a sandwich; a Surrey man who 

failed to pay for a DVD from a rental store and left 

his encounter with an RCMP police dog missing 

an ear; a youth who as mauled by a police dog 

after he and his friends covered a police cruiser 
with silly string.



To address this systemic issue, this year we filed a 
lawsuit against the Vancouver Police Department 
after a police dog tore apart a man’s leg during an 
arrest. This case will go to trial in 2013 and we will 
continue to push for policy changes that will re-
duce the number of injuries from police dogs.

Imagining Courts that work for Women survivors 
of violence

With the exception of a small pilot program in 
Duncan, British Columbia is one of the few ju-
risdictions in Canada without specialized courts 
mandated to hear cases involving violence against 
women in relationships.  In November 2012, we 
joined forces with Atira Women’s Resource Society, 
Battered Women’s Support Services, The YWCA of 
Metro Vancouver, Kiwassa Neighbourhood House 
and WAVAW Rape Crisis Centre to launch Imagining 
Courts that Work for Women Survivors of Violence, 
a report that looks at whether or not BC should be 
pursuing specialized courts.

In the report, we make the case that BC is falling 
behind other jurisdictions when it comes to inno-
vation in the area of violence against women. Our 
research highlights the diversity of specialized 
court models and demonstrates that the most 
successful specialized courts rely heavily on part-
nerships with women-serving agencies that have 
a deep understanding of the dynamics of violence 
against women.

Download the full report at: www.pivotlegal.org/
imagining_courts_that_work_for_women_
survivors_of_violence

Challenge to Vancouver’s Street and Traffic Bylaws

In Vancouver, we have an antiquated set of bylaws 
that prohibit homeless people from sleeping outside 
and sheltering themselves. On November 22, 2012, 
Canada’s National Housing Day, Pivot brought a 
lawsuit against the City of Vancouver challenging 
the constitutionality of three Vancouver bylaws 
that together prohibit a homeless person from legally 
sleeping outdoors and sheltering themselves in 
any area of public property.

When the Vancouver police or City engineering 
staff threaten homeless people under these by-
laws or issue them tickets they increase the dan-
ger to the homeless by forcing them into dark 
corners and away from the public eye.  When 
the government increases the potential of harm 
through its laws, this engages Charter values that 
protect life, liberty and security of the person, and 
may be unconstitutional. We are currently prepar-
ing evidence, working with experts, and getting 
ready for trial in 2013.

Blueprint for an Inquiry - Learning from the Failures 
of the Missing Women Commission of Inquiry

A month before the Government of British Columbia 
released “Forsaken”, the final report of the Missing 
Women Commission of Inquiry, Pivot, the BC Civil 
Liberties Association and West Coast LEAF released 
Blueprint for an Inquiry: Leaning from the Failures of 
the Missing Women’s Commission of Inquiry.

The Missing Women Commission was built upon 
a series of profound mistakes, including the appoint-
ment of a commissioner who had previously stated 
he saw no need for an inquiry, a lack of community 
consultation during the development of the terms 
of references for the Inquiry, and failure to fund 
groups granted participant status at the inquiry. Out 
of the failures of the Inquiry, which are well docu-
mented, our hope is that a positive legacy can still 
be uncovered.

The report makes a number of recommendations 
that focus on ways to facilitate the participation 
of marginalized groups in public inquires. The re-
port also addresses basic procedural issues that 
dogged the Inquiry, including full and transparent 
document disclosure, timely decisions on applications 
made by lawyers, and issues of conflict of interest.

Download the full report at: Download the full 
report at: www.pivotlegal.org/blueprint_for

Board

Pivot’s board of directors represents a fundamental 
principle of our approach – that by bringing to-
gether people living on the margins of society 
and legal professionals committed to social justice, 
we can create legal change that has the power to 
impact society as a whole.

Our board is made up of legal professionals (4), 
members at large (4), and Downtown Eastside 
community members (4). All decisions made by 
the society require the presence of at least two 
directors who represent the community.

2012 Board of Directors

David Murrray
Community Representative

Kasari Govender
Executive Director
West Coast LEAF

Ann Livingston - Founding Director
Executive Program Director
Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users

John Werring, Chair
Biologist, David Suzuki Foundation

Ondine Snowdon, Secretary
Lawyer
Conroy and Company LLP

Michael Feder
Lawyer
McCarthy Tetrault LLP

Tina Tomashiro
Community Representative 

Kerry Porth
Executive Director
PACE Society

Donald MacPherson, Vice Chair
Drug Policy Consultant

George Maltais
Community Representative

Marie Claire Seebohm
Director of Human Resources
David Suzuki Foundation

Eugend Kung
Lawyer
BC Public Interest Advocacy Centre

Sharon Wilkie, Treasurer
CEO, Glasshouse Accounting Services

John Richardson - Founding Director
Founder
Party X



Funders and Supporters

Organizations like the Pivot Foundation, Hollyhock, 

and Vancity are just a few of the organizations 

that helped shape Pivot’s success this year. 

Throughout 2012 we received funding from the 

following generous individual donors, visionary 

businesses, unions, foundations, and governments:

Government of British Columbia

City of Vancouver

The Law Foundation of Ontario

British Columbia Government Employees 

Union (BCGEU)

Canadian Union of Public Employees 

British Columbia (CUPE BC)

Vancity

Salt Spring Coffee

Hope in Shadows Inc.

Portland Hotel Society

Benefic

Hemlock Printers

Hospital Employees Union

Hollyhock

Open Society Foundations

Public Outreach

Shaw Communications

Vancouver Public Library

Whole Foods

The Vancouver Courier

Vancouver 24HRs

The Westender

Illahie Foundation

Volunteers

Volunteers are at the core of Pivot’s work. This year, we 

once again had the opportunity to work with hundreds 

of dedicated community members, law students, lawyers, 

artists and professionals of all sorts who helped make 

2012 a success. 

We also work with a dedicated group of core volunteers 

who take responsibility for reception, donor relations and 

volunteer coordination. In 2012 internship program pro-

vided 25 young people with a more structured opportunity to 

engage in Pivot’s work over a period of several months.
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The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

Pivot Legal Society 
Statement of Financial Position  
As at December 31, 2012 and 2011 and January 1, 2011 

 
   Restated  

(Note 6) 
Restated  
(Note 6) 

 December 
31, 

2012 

    December 
31, 

2011 

January  
1, 

2011 
  
Assets    
Current      

Cash     43,404   34,263   37,149  
Accounts receivable    12,703  11,387  4,387 
Loan receivable (Note 6) 5,942              5,942          22,852 
Prepaid expenses and deposits    18,014   14,278   9,091  

    80,063   65,870   73,479  

Property and equipment  (Note 4)  3,867   5,471   2,012  
    83,930              71,341             75,491 
Liabilities    
Current      

Accounts payable and accruals (Note 7)    18,345   50,747   94,504  
Due to related party (Note 6)                    -  22,852   22,852  
Deferred contributions  (Note 9)  83,301  25,000   7,500  
Current portion of long-term debt (Note 8) 3,009              4,086             9,095 

    104,655   102,685  133,951 

Long-term debt (Note 8) 6,406          12,014          25,905 
    

 111,061          114,699           159,856 
    

Net Assets (Deficit) (Note 10)    

Net assets invested in property and equipment  2,989             4,592             1,133  

Unrestricted net assets (deficit) (30,120)         (47,950)         (85,498) 

 (27,131)         (43,358)         (84,365) 
    83,930           71,341          75,491 
  
 Going concern (Note 2a) 

Commitment (Note 5) 
 
Approved on behalf of the Board of Directors 
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The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

 

Pivot Legal Society 
Statement of Operations  
For the years ended December 31, 2012  and 2011 
 

Restated  
   (Note 6) 

  2012             2011  
 
Receipts      

Calendar and book sales  122,521  131,949 
Campaign income 72,467 27,208 
Donation 8,575 736 
Expense recovery 7,468 1,622 
Grant  457,819  489,437 
Other     15,819   15,149 

 
     684,669 666,101 

 
Expenditures      

Amortization 2,981 2,107 
Calendar and book supplies   68,931 63,554 
Campaign expense     20,243 20,767 
Communication 4,769 2,815 
Fundraising     8,893  8,624 
General and administration expense    25,392 6,870 
Interest (Note 8)  411 6,603 
Office and miscellaneous    85,996 80,355 
Professional fees    23,997 21,694 
Salaries, wages and benefits    409,664 390,553 
Write-down of loan receivable (Note 6)    - 16,910 
Volunteer expense    17,165 4,242 

 
     668,442 625,094 

 
Excess (Deficiency) of receipts over expenditures for the year     16,227  41,007 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

 

Pivot Legal Society 
Statement of Changes in Net Assets (Deficit)   
For the years ended December 31, 2012 and 2011 

 
  Restated 

(Note 6) 
  2012             2011   

 
 

Net assets (Deficit) at beginning of year  (unrestricted)  (43,358)   (84,365) 

Excess (Deficiency) of receipts over expenditures for the year    16,227  41,007 
 

Net assets (Deficit) at end of year  (unrestricted)  (27,131) (43,358) 

Statements were audited by MNP Statements were audited by MNP
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