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Foreword
Plaid Cymru in Rhondda Cynon Taf has produced a set of policy proposals that will transform the way 
in which locally delivered Council services better reflect the priorities of communities across the County 
Borough.  

These proposals were developed following daily conversations with residents who told us why changes 
and improvements were necessary to improve those services that are failing.

As a first priority, a Plaid Cymru Council will commit to ensuring that Education and Social Services are 
protected from budget cuts. Both these service areas are vital to the health, wellbeing and prosperity of 
a 21st century lifestyle, whatever your age and must not be sacrificed on the back of austerity. 

At a time when every penny counts we will cap salaries of senior council staff but promote an enhanced 
Council apprenticeship and graduate scheme. Plaid Cymru will continue to reject pay rises for 
Councillors

Plaid Cymru is equally concerned about promoting services that make for the general wellbeing of 
communities.  In this context, you have told us that a clean, green environment is a top priority. We 
know that empty properties are a blight on our high streets and communities and we will do all within 
our power to regenerate those areas.

Plaid Cymru will work with residents to push up the recycling rate by promoting a reward scheme for 
those who participate in food recycling. Plaid Cymru will be proactive in tackling flytipping and dog 
fouling, ensuring that we employ enough staff to undertake effective enforcement.  We will not 
introduce a 3 weekly black bag/bin refuse collection.

On May 4th, voters throughout Rhondda Cynon Taf will have the opportunity to pass their verdict on the 
present Labour Council.  A Council that has, during the five years they have been in office, closed 
libraries, paddling pools, day centres, a museum and many schools. A Council that deprived small 
children of 15 hours nursery education a week as well as threatening to introduce charging for home to 
school transport. 

Plaid Cymru's message to voters is simple.  If you want change locally then only Plaid Cymru is fielding 
enough candidates to take control of the Council from Labour.  I urge every voter to support Plaid 
Cymru for a better future which is founded on the public's priorities.
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Yours sincerely

Councillor Pauline Jarman
Leader of the Plaid Cymru Group 

Rhondda Cynon Taf Council



2

Our commitment to you

Pledges:

A Plaid Cymru controlled Council will work with residents to create 
stronger communities and a stronger Wales.  We will:  

• Provide every child with a high quality education.  

• Invest locally, buy locally and avoid waste. 

• Protect and support our most vulnerable citizens of all ages. 

Plaid Cymru Councillors will be diligent, dependable, accessible and 
answerable to the public who they serve.

• Will not introduce charging for home to school transport 
including the under 5's and post 16 students  

• Will cap salaries of senior council staff and reject pay rise for 
Councillors  

• Will reject three or four weekly cycle black bag/ bin refuse 
collection 

• Will clean up our streets – tackle flytipping and dog fouling 

• Will bring empty houses and shops back into use.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
In recognition of Plaid Cymru's policy to integrate health and social care, we will: 

• work in partnership with Cwmtaf University Health Board and other partners to 
provide an improved model of care for our most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
citizens. 

• protect the Social Service Budget in real terms annually to meet the needs of the 
increasing number of children in care and better provide for the care of our 
elderly, frail and disabled residents.  This guarantee will assist in averting the 
predicted crisis in the care sector, whether it is homecare, residential care or 
foster care.

• expect all Councillors to become Dementia Friends with the community they 
represent. 

Dementia is a major public health issue in Wales. Approximately 42,000 people in Wales 
have dementia. It is most common among older people - dementia affects one in twenty 
over the age of 65 and one in five over the age of 80.

As life expectancy increases, there will be more older people and so more people with 
dementia.

Dementia Friends is an Alzheimer's Society initiative which encourages people to learn a 
little bit more about what it's like to live with dementia and then turn understanding into 
action by helping in small ways - such as becoming a visitor. We will:

• streamline the arrangements between the Council and Cwmtaf Health Board so 
that waiting times for assessment and access to Mental Health Services to 
Children and Adolescents are improved from the present unacceptable level.

• in partnership with Cwmtaf Health Board, improve the discharge protocol from 
hospital to home so that those elderly people who wish to live independently, in 
their own home, can do so safely and in a more timely manner.

• monitor the delivery of homecare services by engaging with the providers of the 
service to ensure that visits are timely, reliable and properly resourced. We have 
a duty, in the interests of  the people who rely on and pay for the service, to 
monitor quality, delivery and performance of such people focused contracts.



CHILDREN'S SERVICES, 
EDUCATION, CHILDCARE AND PLAY
In an effort to combat child poverty so that it is not a barrier to education a Plaid 
Cymru Controlled Council will:

• commit to rolling out the provision of 30 hours free childcare for 3 year olds of 
working parents to all of RCT which was as a result of negotiations with Plaid 
Cymru and the Welsh Government.

• ensure consistency and equality across RCT where education is concerned, 
committing to finding the best education model which provides a wide-range of 
opportunities through the medium of Welsh or English, for all learners, 
regardless of ability, gender and background, and which places focus on 
improving teaching and learning.

• ensure that learners with Additional Learning Needs are treated fairly and are 
able to access a wide-range of support which will ensure that they meet their full 
potential. In doing so, we will encourage better collaboration between agencies, 
so that needs are identified early and the right support is put in place, in line 
with the Welsh Government's Additional Learning Needs Bill (2016). 

• support and encourage our more able and talented learners, so they are able to 
flourish and reach their full potential. 

• review the Rhondda super schools experiment to see how effective it has been 
on the education outcomes of the pupils.

• review the current fixed penalty notice policy in operation across RCT, without 
compromising the importance of school attendance.  

• support school leaders and governors to be effective in creating self-improving 
schools, which are focused on improved outcomes for all learners. 

• commit to narrowing the achievement gap between boys and girls as well as 
children who are looked after so that they reach their full potential.

• not introduce charging for home to school transport including the under 5's and 
post 16 students.



As well as Education and childcare the health and wellbeing of our children must be a 
priority.  In an effort for children to have outdoor fun and exercise through play, we must 
make provision for new experiences for our very young. Too many children in RCT suffer 
disadvantage and the levels of child poverty in the County is a scandal. We must provide 
facilities to lift the spirits of our communities and encourage active lifestyles for young 
children. 

A Plaid Cymru Council will guarantee

• further investment in outdoor facilities for children by upgrading and 
modernising play areas throughout the County. 

• to consult and work with communities to roll out a pilot programme of splash 
pools to compensate for the closure of paddling pools.

FINANCE AND COUNCIL TAX
We understand the pressure on Council Budgets and its effect on services and Council Tax 
levels. As a start, Plaid Cymru Councillors will not accept a payrise over the next Council 
term and will continue to donate 5% to the voluntary and charitable sector in their 
communities.

For many years, Council Tax in RCT has been higher than in most other Councils. In 
2016/17 Labour controlled RCT was 13.2% more than Swansea, 19.1% more than 
Carmarthenshire, 25.5% more than Cardiff , 32.8% more than neighbouring  Caerphilly and 
36.5% more than Newport

The Plaid Cymru Assembly Group successfully got an extra £25million additional funds for 
Councils this year which resulted in the best Local Government settlement since 2013/14

A Plaid Cymru Council will:

• aim to keep Council Tax increases down each year, not only in an election year.

• support investment in the City Deal on projects that improve the prosperity of 
RCT. Plaid Cymru will provide strong leadership to ensure that an effective City 
Deal will also offer a "Valley Deal" which will benefit the whole of RCT.



• deliver reductions in overheads and costs in delivering some backroom 
services in collaboration with other Councils

• work to implement a cap on Chief Executive and Senior salaries.

• cut the amount of public money spent on outside consultants.

PLANNING
Plaid Cymru believe that planning policies should be based on local need. There has been 
significant under development in parts of the County whilst other parts of the County have 
suffered over development to the detriment of communities. 

In an effort to redress the balance a Plaid Cymru Council will:

• review the current Local Development Plan so that it better reflects local needs 
and aspirations in the areas of housing, economic development, retail and 
infrastructure.

• review the effect of Technical Advice Note 8 (TAN 8 - Planning for renewable 
energy 2005) and Technical Advice Note 15 (TAN 15 - Development and flood 
risks 2004) on development potential throughout the County. Such effect is that 
the Pen y Cymoedd development site will attract a moratorium because it is fully 
developed. # # .

• support a ban on Fracking across RCT

• introduce supplementary planning guidance to deal with the eradication of 
invasive plants like Japanese Knotweed.



ENGAGEMENT, OPENESS AND 
TRANSPARENCY
For many years you have told us that the Council doesn't listen to local people. We agree, 
so let’s change it. The future population profile of RCT indicates a significant increase in 
older people and their care and quality of life must be provided for.   In planning for the 
future there will be an enormous responsibility to nurture and provide for the next 
generation of adults, the youth of today. All voices must be heard and acted on  in planning 
services for the future.

A Plaid Cymru Council will:

• work for the people of RCT and will ensure greater popular engagement with the 
democratic process.

• establish a Petitions Committee so that communities can insist on a topic being 
raised within the Council.

• hold regular Peoples and Youth Assemblies - open meetings to listen to 
communities views across the County.

• broadcast Council Meetings

• reduce the Council Executive from the present nine Cabinet members

ENVIRONMENT
We all have the right to clean streets and open spaces and we all have a duty to play our 
part in ensuring that we protect our local environment. Collection and the  disposal of the 
waste that we create is a major challenge that we all have to engage in by maximizing 
recycling, properly disposing of bulky waste and increasing our participation in food 
recycling.



Irresponsible dog owners must start cleaning up after their dogs. The Council has a 
significant duty as the waste collection and disposal authority to put in place policies that 
enable and assist compliance in all these areas. The present arrangements are not 
meeting the public's expectations and highly offensive dog fouling incidents have increased 
in recent times to unacceptable levels. 

A Plaid Cymru council will

• increase the number of enforcement officers to deal with the new Plaid Cymru 
inspired dog fouling rules adopted by the Council in a timely and effective 
manner. 

• retain and improve the availability of free dog waste bags.

• keep the present two weekly cycle for black bag / bin collection

• drop the charges for bulky waste, making it a free service

• following public consultation, seek to  introduce a monthly incentive scheme 
with rewards,  to improve participation in food recycling.

BACK LANES, HIGHWAYS, STREET 
LIGHTING AND TOWN CENTRE CAR 
PARKING
Most back lanes in the County are not adopted but none the less are still well used by 
communities.  With an increasing number of older and disabled residents the back lanes 
are very difficult for them to manage. There are concerns that street lights in some areas 
are very dim.



A Plaid Cymru Council will:

• programme a back lane clearance scheme,  with the community, to deal with 
overgrowth and fly tipping.

• review the Street Lighting strategy following complaints of lit but very dark 
locations in the County.

• develop a cycle network strategy with other partners which will cover the whole 
of the County. Presently Rhondda Fawr does not have cycle routes.

• roll out 20mph traffic calming schemes close to all schools in the County where 
possible.

• introduce a 24-48 hour enhanced pothole repair scheme.

• review the car parking strategy to provide some free car parking in Aberdare and 
Pontypridd as well as free parking in Porth, Mountain Ash and Tonypandy.

HOUSING AND EMPTY PROPERTIES
Everyone is entitled to live in housing that is up to Housing Quality Standards. 
Unfortunately, there are a lot of empty properties both residential and commercial that are  
blighting our neighbourhoods. Currently RCT Council do not have the resources to carry 
out enforcement and the Wales Audit Office has warned that environmental health teams 
are in danger of being unable to carry out their basic functions. Improving poor housing 
conditions is vital if we are going to improve people's health and well-being.  Likewise 
empty commercial  premises blight our high streets and we need to seek to get those areas 
regenerated.

A Plaid Cymru Council will:

• consult on using Empty Dwelling Management Orders to bring longstanding 
empty properties back into use. This would allow the council to take possession 
of a house that has fallen into disrepair, renovate it and then rent it out to 
someone on the housing waiting list.



• ensure the council uses its enforcement powers to deal with derelict shops that 
are causing an eyesore. We will identify and regenerate those  communities that 
are blighted by empty properties over the term of the next Council

• seek to attract new housing development to those parts of the County that have 
obvious need.  We need to take into account that where you build homes you 
need to be satisfied that the local infrastructure can cope with demand on 
schools, health services as well as highways.  There are some areas of the 
County where roads are gridlocked and Health services are unable to cope at 
the moment. Such factors reduce the quality of life for everyone and must be 
avoided in the future.

BUSINESS AND TOURISM
As a party, Plaid Cymru is committed to supporting local businesses, creating local jobs 
and developing opportunities for our economy to grow. We need to broaden our tourism 
potential in the County.  We have a unique industrial heritage that should be exploited to 
attract visitors to the area and improve our prosperity and job creation opportunities in the 
process.

 
A Plaid Cymru Council will:

• prioritise increasing the number of Council contracts won by local businesses.

• push the Welsh Government to expand the business rate relief scheme, 
ensuring rate relief for more small and medium size businesses. The present 
scheme, even with transitional relief, is risking businesses ceasing trading.

• explore the development potential of our industrial heritage including tunnels, to 
create a unique heritage trail and tourism destination throughout the county.

• roll out town centre regeneration schemes to those towns that have not yet 
benefitted from previous schemes.
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Leanne Wood,  leader of Plaid Cymru,
speaking with pupils from Ysgol Gyfun Garth Olwg
in the Plaid Cymru Rhondda Cynon Taf office


