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This is our manifesto. It tells you:
 ▪ what we believe in
 ▪ what we will do for Wales if you vote for us
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How to use this document

This is an Easy Read version. The words and their 
meaning are easy to read and understand. 

You may need help and support to read and 
understand this document. Ask someone you know 
to help you.

Some words may be difficult to understand. These 
are in bold green writing and have been explained 
in a box beneath the word.

Where the document says ‘we’, this means Plaid 
Cymru.

To get more copies of this Easy Read version please 
contact:

Phone: 029 2047 2272  

Email: post@plaid.cymru   

Website: www.plaid2016.wales

This document was made into Easy Read by 
Learning Disability Wales using Photosymbols 5. 
Learning Disability Wales and Photosymbols do not 
support any 1 political party.

mailto:post%40plaid.cymru?subject=
http://www.plaid2016.wales
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Introduction from Leanne Wood

We are Plaid Cymru. Plaid Cymru means ‘The party 
of Wales’.

On 5 May 2016 people will vote in an election to 
choose the political party they want to lead the next 
Welsh Government. The election is called the 
National Assembly for Wales election.

The Welsh Government makes some of the 
laws and decisions for Wales.

Wales is a great country. We want the very best for 
Wales. We need your help to do this.

Our manifesto document tells you:

 ▪ what we believe in

 ▪ what we will do for Wales if you vote for us.

Thank you for reading this Easy Read version.

Leanne Wood
Leader of Plaid Cymru – The Party of Wales
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Our 3 ambitions for Wales

Over the past 5 years we have been listening to 
what you want. We have heard you. And we have 
listened.

If you choose a Plaid Cymru government on 5 May, 
this is what we will do:

1. A well Wales

We will:

1. Make sure that everyone who is tested for 
cancer is told within 28 days if they have 
cancer, or if they have the all-clear.

2. Give more money to the NHS so it can train 
and employ 1,000 extra doctors and 5,000 
extra nurses. This will bring down waiting 
times for people waiting to be seen or treated.

3. Give free care to older people. Firstly, we will 
stop charging for home care for older people 
and people with dementia.

Dementia is a condition that affects the brain. 
People have problems with memory and can be 
confused.
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2. A well-educated Wales

We will:

1. Create a national childcare service. And give 
free full-time child care for all children aged 3 
and over. This will help more parents to go to 
work.

2. Give more money and training to teachers. 
This will help them spend more time teaching 
in the classroom.

3. Help university students. If they work in Wales 
after they have graduated we will cancel up to 
£18,000 of their debt.

And we will create 50,000 extra places for 
students who train on a job while going to 
college at the same time.
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3. A wealthier Wales

We will:

1. Spend more money so we can improve our 
roads and public transport. We will create jobs 
by spending money on making our homes 
better for the environment.

The environment is where we live. It includes 
the land, the sea, the air, and everything that 
lives in and on it. For example: plants, animals 
and fish.

2. Create a new organisation that will help 
businesses sell their products and ideas to the 
world. 

3. Help small businesses by making it cheaper 
for them to run their business. And we will 
make sure that when public contracts are 
given out that more of this work is given to 
businesses in Wales.
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Building a better Wales 

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Create a proper Welsh Parliament. 

 ▪ Let people aged 16 and over vote in the National 
Assembly and local government elections. At the 
moment you have to be aged 18 and over. 

 ▪ Create a National Youth Parliament.

 ▪ Get more people involved in politics from groups 
who are not represented enough. For example, 
women, disabled people, and people from ethnic 
minorities.

 ▪ Work at getting more power over tax. So we have 
more control on how we can spend money on the 
things that are needed. At the moment the UK 
government has most of the control.
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 ▪ Work at improving trust that people have in the 
Welsh Government.

We will create a new National Smart Card for Wales. 
The Smart Card will let everyone in Wales:

 ▪ Travel on buses and trains all over Wales 
whenever you want, and for how many times you 
want. You will just have to make 1 payment every 
year for this.

 ▪ Drive over the Severn Bridge for free. At the 
moment there is a charge for drivers.

The National Smart Card will also be the main 
system for getting free medicine, free access to 
museums, and free bus passes for people who are 
aged 60 and over.
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A better economy

The economy is things like money and jobs.

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Make a new plan for Wales. It will say what 
should be done in the next 20 years to make the 
economy better.

 ▪ Create a new organisation that will help business 
sell their products and ideas to the world.

 ▪ Help small businesses by making it cheaper for 
them to run their business.

 ▪ Promise that anyone under 25 years old who has 
been out of work for more than 4 months will get 
help. We will find them either a job, training or 
education.
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 ▪ Make sure that the public sector buys most of 
the things they need from Wales. This will help to 
create more than 40,000 new jobs.

The public sector gets money from the Welsh 
Government to provide services to the public. 
For example: education, social services, health 
and housing.

 ▪ Make the internet in Wales faster and more 
reliable.

 ▪ Make sure every part of Wales benefits from our 
plans – not just the big cities and towns.
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Better healthcare and support

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Create a new people-powered health and care 
service that is centred on the person. People will 
get the support that they need easier and closer to 
home.

 ▪ Employ 1,000 extra doctors. And 5,000 extra 
nurses. This will bring down waiting times for 
people to be seen or treated.

 ▪ Make sure people with a learning disability are 
treated better in hospital by employing more 
specialist nurses.

 ▪ Make sure that everyone who is tested for cancer 
is told within 28 days if they have cancer, or if they 
have the all-clear.
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 ▪ Make a new law that protects and promotes the 
rights of people with autism, and their families and 
carers.

 ▪ Create a new care service that will help more 
people live independently in their own homes.

 ▪ Stop charging older people for the personal care 
they need.

 ▪ Give more money to services that support people 
with mental health problems.

People with mental health problems need 
support with their thoughts or emotions.
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Better chances for children and 
better education

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Spend more money on improving the education 
that children get in their early years.

 ▪ Create a national childcare service. And give free 
full-time childcare for all children aged 3 and over. 
This will help more parents to go to work.

 ▪ Help to create more childcare places for disabled 
children.

 ▪ Give more money and training to teachers. This 
will help them spend more time teaching in the 
classroom.
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 ▪ Make sure all schools have good access for 
people who are physically disabled.

 ▪ Give more help to children who are poor.

 ▪ Help university students. If they work in Wales 
after they have graduated we will cancel up to 
£18,000 of their debt.

 ▪ Create 50,000 extra places for students who train 
on a job while going to college at the same time.
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Better housing

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Help everyone who has been badly affected by 
the bedroom tax - we will give money to people 
who have had their benefits cut.

 ▪ Make sure there are more homes that allow 
disabled people to live independently.

 ▪ Make sure there is more help for people to get a 
home in their own area.

 ▪ Help councils to build more council houses.



Page 19

 ▪ Make sure there are more houses for people who 
earn less.

 ▪ Make sure people who rent their homes have 
more rights. And are not charged too much.

 ▪ Give more help to people who are homeless. And 
more help to stop people becoming homeless.

 ▪ Turn empty buildings into homes.
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Better transport

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Spend more money so we can improve our roads 
and public transport.

 ▪ Make it easier to get about on public transport – 
like buses and trains.

 ▪ Keep the free bus pass for people who currently 
have one.

 ▪ Improve travel information for disabled 
passengers.
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 ▪ Open a new train line on the west coast of Wales 
that will connect north and south Wales.

 ▪ Find out if we should open other new stations and 
train lines.

 ▪ Make train fares cheaper.
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Making Wales fairer

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Make sure everyone in Wales is treated equally.

 ▪ Involve disabled people in the planning of any 
policy that affects them.

 ▪ Give better support to people with a learning 
disability.

 ▪ Make sure there are more accessible public 
toilets.
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 ▪ Make a new plan to help people who are deaf get 
the services they need.

 ▪ Make sure more people know how to manage 
their money well. To help with this we will teach 
children in schools how to manage their money.

 ▪ Make more sheltered employment schemes 
available to the people who need it.

 ▪ Make sure women have the same chances as 
men to get a job. And are paid the same. 
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Making Wales safer

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Stop hate crime. We will work with the police to 
make sure hate crime is treated seriously. And 
victims of hate crime are properly supported.

 ▪ Work with the UK government to transfer control 
over the police and the courts to Wales. At the 
moment the UK Government has control over the 
police.

 ▪ Make sure more is done to stop domestic 
violence.
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 ▪ Give more support to prisoners with a learning 
disability to help them not re-offend.

 ▪ Make sure more is done to stop crimes like 
terrorism.

 ▪ Say no to any nuclear weapons being based in 
Wales.
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Loving Wales - making Wales 
better for the environment

The environment is where we live. It includes 
the land, the sea, the air, and everything that 
lives in and on it. For example: plants, animals 
and fish.

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Work hard to protect the environment and tackle 
climate change.

 ▪ Spend money on making our homes better for the 
environment. This will also create new jobs.

 ▪ Spend more money on renewable energy – for 
example, wind power, solar power and tidal power.
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 ▪ Help the public and businesses so that by 2030 
Wales produces no waste.

 ▪ ban fracking in Wales.

Fracking means using lots of high pressure 
water to release gas underground. It can be 
dangerous because it can make the land unsafe.

 ▪ Stop new open-cast mines. And improving the 
sites of old open-cast mines.

 ▪ Make access to the countryside easier.

 ▪ Spend more money to stop flooding.



 ▪ Take better care of animals.
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Proud of being Welsh

These are the main things we will do

We will:

 ▪ Help to increase the amount of people who speak 
Welsh. We will make sure more pupils can speak 
Welsh by the time they are 7 years old. And we 
will give training on speaking Welsh to people in 
their jobs.

 ▪ Make sure more people can enjoy and take part in 
sport.

 ▪ Make sure more TV and radio programmes 
are made in Wales. And more programmes are 
available in Welsh.

 ▪ Spend more money on the arts – so everyone can 
enjoy things like art, music, museums and dance.

 ▪ Spend more money on promoting Wales as a 
great place to visit. 
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A better world 

These are the main things we will do

In Europe

On 23 June people in the UK will vote to stay in or 
leave the European Union.

The European Union is a group of countries 
whose governments work together.

We think it is important for Wales to stay in the 
European Union. It does lots of good things for 
Wales. Some of the good things the European 
Union does include:

 ▪ helping businesses

 ▪ giving Wales money for help with training

 ▪ making sure more people are equal.

If the UK decides to stay, we will work at making the 
European Union work better for Wales.

If the UK decides to leave, we will look at what can 
be done to keep Wales in Europe.
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In the world

We will:

 ▪ Promote Wales to the rest of the world.

 ▪ Work at stopping bad things happening in the 
world - like people being forced to work, or being 
forced to have sex with people.

 ▪ Support human rights laws that make sure people 
are treated fairly.

 ▪ Work to help gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 
people get their rights.

 ▪ Help people who are escaping war in their own 
country.

 ▪ If the UK wants to go to war with another country, 
we will hold a vote in the National Assembly – so 
Wales can say if we agree or do not agree.
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Hard words
Dementia
Dementia is a condition that affects the brain. People have problems with 
memory and can be confused.

Economy
The economy is things like money and jobs.

Environment
The environment is where we live. It includes the land, the sea, the air, 
and everything that lives in and on it. For example: plants, animals and 
fish.

European Union
The European Union is a group of countries whose governments work 
together.

Fracking
Fracking means using lots of high pressure water to release gas 
underground. It can be dangerous because it can make the land unsafe.

People with mental health problems
People with mental health problems need support with their thoughts or 
emotions.

Public Sector
The Public Sector gets money from the Welsh Government to provide 
services to the public. For example, education, social services, health and 
housing.

Welsh Government
The Welsh Government makes some of the laws and decisions for Wales.




