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Dear Jeremy,  

RE: Rescue ship in danger off of the Maltese coast 

Thank you for your letter dated 31 December regarding the stranded Sea-Watch 3 rescue ship.  

I am pleased to hear that you are monitoring the situation, but I would urge you to take a more 

proactive approach. First and foremost, the priority of your approach to “tackling irregular 

migration”, as you put it, should be the conservation of life and the safety of those on board ships 

such as Sea-Watch 3. You rightly note that many of those rescued are in need of urgent medical 

help. Your Government is in a position to offer that assistance.  

We have contacted the European Commission. Considering the presence of UK citizens on board 

Sea-Watch 3, I would encourage you to also make contact with the relevant European authorities 

and offer your support.  

Mr Robin Jenkins is set to receive an award from the UK Prime Minister for his efforts in relation to 

international boat rescue. These awards, however, are cheap if the very same Government that 

hands them out, is not willing to back them up with actions.  

A passive approach in which you feel that you must be “approached” before offering assistance and 

support is extremely troubling. The lives of UK citizens and desperate people, including children, are 

in the balance. You have the opportunity to take a hands-on approach and save the lives of these 

people.  

I would ask you to explore all avenues within the frameworks of the European Union institutions. I 

would also welcome clarification as to the capacity of UK military operations in the Mediterranean 

to offer assistance to Sea-Watch 3. Equally, could you confirm whether the UK Government could 

offer safe harbour in the Mediterranean via Gibraltar?  

Once again, I urge you to take action before a dangerous situation becomes a tragic one. 

Regards,  

 

Leanne Wood AM  

 

Cc: Sajid Javid MP, Home Secretary; Liz Saville Roberts MP, Plaid Cymru’s Westminster Leader 
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