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Progress on a People’s Vote 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
We appreciated the opportunity to meet with you and other Ministers this week to try and reach a 
consensus on a way forward in light of the most recent developments on our proposed departure 
from the European Union. Our proposals were largely twofold.  
 
Firstly, as I’m sure you will agree, avoiding a no deal exit from the EU must be a priority. There is an 
overwhelming majority against a no deal position in the House of Commons as there is, indeed, in 
Wales. The representatives of Wales at our National Assembly voted against a no deal Brexit this 
week. The British Government must therefore rule out no deal by default if the House of Commons 
fails to reach a conclusion before March 29th. In order to do this, the British Government could 
extend Article 50 to facilitate democratic endorsement. Alternatively, if the clock has been run down 
and no deal is likely, the British Government could pledge to revoke Article 50 as a last resort. 
 
Secondly, as we stated in both meetings, Plaid Cymru’s position is to give the people a final say on 
our future relationship with the EU.  
 
Now that parliament’s position is inconclusive, a People’s Vote would be a means of coming to a 
decisive decision on your deal. Without significant revisions to the agreement you have struck with 
the European Union, it is clear that Parliament will not endorse your deal. Those changes cannot 
happen without an equally significant shift in your Government’s negotiating position. If you wish to 
maintain your “red lines” the only way in which your agreement will be implemented is through a 
People’s Vote.  
 
We firmly believe that a People’s Vote is a solution for everyone – including the Westminster 
Government.  
 
Plaid Cymru would continue to advocate for our continued membership of the European Union in 
any People’s Vote.  



A People’s Vote would provide certainty at a time when the devastating effects of parliamentary 
paralysis are not only being felt in the political sphere but in the economy too. The referendum 
could act as a definitive and democratic way to resolve the Brexit question for a generation. The 
People’s Vote would not be a re-run of the 2016 referendum. Our People’s Vote would involve a 
compact of civility on its conduct. Far from being divisive, it could be a way of healing the deep rifts 
in society.  
 
During the meetings with you and other Ministers, we raised possible ways the British Government 
could meet us on solutions to break the Brexit impasse.  We sincerely wish to continue to engage 
with you as constructively as possible on those proposals going forward. We want to emphasise, 
however, that as well as taking a ‘default to no deal’ scenario off the table, we should be committing 
to a programme of progression too. For the discussions to be meaningful we must see positive 
indications of conciliation on your part.  
 
We look forward to your response.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Adam Price AM, Leader of Plaid Cymru  
 
 

 
 
Liz Saville Roberts MP, Leader of the Plaid Cymru Westminster Group 
 
 


