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Brief Biographies and Statements of Interest:

  EDWARD ANSELM, MD, “It is not sufficient to state that we need universal access to health care and single payor system. We need a systematic approach to get from where we are to where we need to be. Along the way, we need to protect the disenfranchised and marginalized patients and physicians from the abuses of the current system. I believe I have experience and skills that make me qualified to participate in this process. For most of my career, I have “worked within the system” including roles as Chief Medical Officer of HIP Health Plan and Fidelis Care New York. Prior to managed care, I worked in a variety of Occupational Medicine and Internal Medicine settings. As an Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, I teach classes on Smoking Cessation Interventions to third year medical students as well as other public health topics. I work as an independent advocate and consultant on a variety of public health topics.”

  RUTH ANTONIADES, MS, works with union health and welfare funds involved in health benefit design, negotiating with local health care services, collective bargaining and purchasing coalitions. Ruth has served as adjunct and preceptor for public health, social work and residency programs. She represents labor on panels, committees and advisory boards, and has done presentations and authored articles on health planning and services at the workplace. Ruth is a member of the National Academy of Social Insurance, the American Public Health Association and the Steering Committee of Rekindling Reform. “My work on the Board of PNHP-NY Metro is part of a commitment to health care as a social and economic justice issue.”

  STEVEN B. AUERBACH, MD, MPH, grew up in New York City, completed Columbia University for both medical school and school of public health; residency in pediatrics at UCLA; and the CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service.  He served as the territorial epidemiologist overseas in the Federated States of Micronesia, and now works for the Health Resources and Services Administration.  He is married to Dr. Karen Becker who is faculty in the Einstein-Montefiore Dept. of Family & Social Medicine.  They live on the upper west side of Manhattan and have two children.  He has been a member of PNHP for many years, and blogs frequently on health care and single payer on the Daily Kos (http://drsteveb.dailykos.com/), the largest political website in the U.S.  He is also a former board member of the Public Health Association of NYC (PHANYC), our local APHA affiliate.

  MARY T. BASSETT, MD, is currently Commissioner of the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Previously she served as Director for the African Health Initiative at the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, an effort that focuses on strengthening health systems in projects underway in Ghana, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania and Zambia. Mary was also a deputy commissioner at the New York City Health Department, where she oversaw programs that addressed non-communicable disease and maternal and child health as well as the district public health offices based in Harlem, Central Brooklyn and the Bronx. Between 1985 and 2002 she lived in Harare, Zimbabwe where she was a member of the medical faculty at the University of Zimbabwe.

  KIM BEHRENS, RN: “I’ve arrived rather late in life as a nurse after many years of various experiences in the creative industry. Always been in solid health never needing a doctor or emergency visit, and always without health insurance, it wasn't until in July 2000, that I had to undergo emergency appendectomy. I called every hospital in NYC to find out how much an appendectomy would cost and not one hospital would tell me the cost of the procedure. When I preceded to explain that I had no health insurance, the person on the phone would hang up. In desperation, I ended up using my credit card for the initial intake procedure prior to getting admitted into the hospital for the appendectomy. I closed out my saving account, rented out my apartment, and couch surfed with friends until I could pay off the last of my hospital bill.When I began working as an emergency nurse at Bellevue in 2009, I was full of enthusiasm to help improve the health of people. But what I have learned and realized is that our current health care system is not working. Every day that I work, half of my patients tell me, “I don’t have health insurance, I don't have any money to pay for this. I had to take the day off to come to the emergency room and on top of it, I'm losing a day of pay.” From my personal experience and experiences of others I have witnessed, I am convinced and committed to a single payer health care for all. I look forward to a day when people seek health care when they first need it rather than out of desperation.” 
  CARMELITA BLAKE, EdD, MPH, RN: “I would like to continue on the board because I feel that PNHP supports my belief that change in policy is necessary to provide quality, access and equity in health care for all the people of the United States. It has been too long since health disparities, and the lack of a medical home for several million Americans have been identified, and the goal of meeting each individual’s health needs not achieved.  I am committed to helping PHNP accomplish its vision of moving the U.S. from being one of the lowest ranked nations in dimensions of a high performance health system partly because of inequities in access, to a nation in which health care becomes a right, and the millions of uninsured a bad memory.” 

  LAURA S. BOYLAN, MD, “I am a neurologist with a special interest in Behavioral Neurology and Movement Disorders.  I travel to stints as a neurohospitalist in Duluth, Minnesota and teach at Bellevue/NYU. I have been a member of PNHP since 1994 and have served with pleasure on the PNHP-NY Metro board for many years.  I hope to contribute to the advancement of single payer health care justice and would be honored to continue to do so.”   
  LIH-FAN CHANG, MD, MPH, trained at Montefiore’s Primary Care/Social Medicine Internal Medicine program and completed her Preventive Medicine/Public Health residency at the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. “I am a strong proponent of social justice and I consider health care to be a public service. Although I have been recruited to join physician groups that support a public option to private insurance, I firmly believe that the only way to ensure comprehensive high-quality health care in the US, and equitable access to it, is with a publicly funded single-payer system. I would like to continue to serve on the Board of PNHP New York Metro Chapter to help further this goal. I hope to help young physicians and physicians-in-training be more actively involved with PNHP.”

  JAY CHERLIN, LNHA, has served as a hospital administrator and a nursing home administrator licensed in both New York State and Washington D.C. and currently teaches as an Adjunct Professor in the Health Administration Program at Berkeley College: “Thank you for this opportunity and consideration of my nomination to join your Board. I have spent the last 40 years working in health care administration. I have been  Throughout my career, I have seen the discrepancies that abound between the haves and have nots in this country.  Health care is a right and not a privilege so when I see access to care rationed by health insurance companies and managed care programs I feel compelled to get involved to right this wrong. As I have risen in my responsibilities in the hospital and long term care sectors I have voiced my opinion against the for-profit health organizations that place money before patient needs. My actions are too many to state here but they have led to my joining and ultimately becoming Vice-President and now President of the Long Island Coalition for a National Health Plan. In addition, I have involved myself politically and participate in organized efforts in Albany and Washington. In 2012, I ran for the New York State Assembly from a predominantly Republican district. I did not expect to win but pursued my campaign as an opportunity to publicize the New York Health Bill. I discussed the highlights of this Bill at every location I appeared at.  I feel I can contribute to the success of the PHNP based on my health care, administrative, and political experience.”
  JAMES E. CONE, MD, MPH, is an occupational medicine physician who is Medical Director of the World Trade Center Health Registry, in the Division of Epidemiology of the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. He is also an adjunct assistant professor in the School of Medicine at NYU.   He is a member of the Doctors Council in NYC, active in APHA and the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists.  He would like to continue serving on the PNHP Board to continue helping organize physicians to help make a single-payer, quality health care system a reality in our lifetimes.   

  DON DAYSON, MD: “I wish to rejoin the PNHP-NY Metro board to continue my career-long interest in single payer health care. I have practiced general internal medicine since 1979 in the Harlem community. My role model was John L. S. Holloman, MD, who was Adam Clayton Powell's personal MD when Medicare and Medicaid were pushed through Congress in 1964-65. Also I was an attending physician at Harlem Hospital and served on its medical board for two years. Some other policy credits include peer-review activities at NY County Medical Society in the 1980s and currently an IPRO member. While an intern and resident I was a member of CIR and was one of the strike leaders of the 1980 intern and resident city-wide strike for better patient care. Like Dr. Holloman I attempted to provide continuous care by intentionally serving in the public and private sectors. When our private patients had job-related health insurance they could see us in the private sector. When their job situations changed, they saw us in our public sector. (We did not take patients from the hospital to our private office.) Access to health care is a right.”

  MARY DEWAR, RN, MN, MS, holds master’s degrees in nursing from Western Reserve University and NYU and has been active in nursing for 60 years. She served as a missionary nurse in settings including China, Angola, and the former Southern Rhodesia. Subsequently, she taught public health nursing at Adelphi University from 1972-1992. She joined the Long Island Coalition for a National Health Plan in 1988 and is currently president of that organization. She is a longstanding member of the American Public Health Association, the American Nurses' Association, and other professional bodies, as well as Single Payer NY, Healthcare-NOW! and UHCAN. She serves as chair of the Public Issues Committee of the Long Island Council of Churches and is the organization’s spot person on health care reform. She is active in the United Church of Christ at the local, regional and state levels.

  CAROLYN DICKIE, RN: I went to Hunter-Bellevue School of Nursing in the 70s and graduate school at Columbia to become a Nurse Practitioner in the 90s. I don’t remember learning much about health care policy.  Like so much else in an ever-changing field, I learned about it on the job. I was an RN at the St Vincents ER in the 80’s during the advent of the AIDS epidemic. Also at St Vincents, from 2002-2010, the year the hospital closed, I was a Nurse Practitioner in the Department of Community Medicine, where we offered free medical care to homeless New Yorkers where they were, on the streets, in shelters and crisis centers. I also worked briefly in prison health. Especially through these experiences and now daily at Bellevue, where I am a Nurse Practitioner in the Urgent Care section of the ED, I’ve learned about the inequality and injustices in health care in this country.  Moreover I witness the downright cruelty of a system that leaves the most vulnerable even more so as private industries and executives reap gigantic profits. I believe I first learned about PNHP at a tabling event in Foley Square after a huge anti-war march in 2003-4. I remember wondering why I had never heard of them before and, rather naively, why single payer was not in the national discourse when it seemed like a no-brainer.

  Having lobbied in Albany for the past 3 years for single payer NY and in DC this spring for a national program with PNHP in conjunction with other advocacy groups such as Health-Care Now, Act Up and NNU, I see that there are many hurdles.  But this only strengthens my resolve. To this end it would be an honor to serve on the board of the PNHP NY Metro Chapter.

  OLIVER FEIN, MD, is a practicing general internist and Professor of Clinical Medicine and Public Health at Weill Cornell Medical College, where he also serves as Associate Dean and is responsible for the Office of Affiliations and the Office of Global Health Education. As Associate Dean, he has diversified the clinical education for Weill Cornell students through affiliations with hospitals in the Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens and through global health experiences. He is Chair of PNHP's NY Metro Chapter, former President of national PNHP, and former Vice President for the United States of the American Public Health Association. "My goals for the chapter include increasing our activism and expanding our impact through educating and organizing both within the medical community and the community at large."
   ANDREA GREENE grew up in Houston Texas and graduated from Middlebury College with degrees in political science and Chinese. After college, Andrea moved to New York City to work as a legal assistant at White & Case, LLP where she worked on pharmaceutical pricing and patent litigation. After deciding to pursue medicine, Andrea began volunteering as a counselor at Planned Parenthood and working as a tutor while attending Columbia University’s Premed Postbacc Program. Currently, Andrea is a second year medical student at SUNY Downstate. She is enrolled in the joint MD/MPH program and plans to concentrate on epidemiology for her public health coursework. Andrea is interested in pediatrics, infectious disease, global health, and in equalizing access to health care. 

  MARK HANNAY is Director of the Metro New York Health Care for All Campaign and a member of the Steering Committees of various statewide coalitions, including Health Care for All New York, New Yorkers for Accessible Health Coverage, and Medicaid Matters New York.  He also chairs the board of the national Universal Health Care Action Network, and serves on the board of the NY Metro Chapter of Physicians for a National Health Program. He began his health activist career in 1991 as a member of the Insurance and Health Care Access Committee of ACT UP/New York.  During the Clinton health care reform period of 1993-4, Mark worked as a Public Policy Associate at Gay Men’s Health Crisis, where he focused on health care and insurance issues for people living with HIV.

  Since 2002, Mark has co-hosted the weekly “Health Action” program broadcast over WBAI/Pacifica radio.  Mark was a recipient of the 2012 Tisch Community Health Prize given by the Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute at Hunter College, and served 5 years on the Community Advisory Committee of the New York State Health Foundation.  He is a member of the Greater New York City Regional Advisory Committee for New York State’s new health benefits exchange marketplace, known as “New York State of Health”. He is a graduate of the University of Rochester with a degree in psychology, and studied psychology at the graduate level at New York University.

  AYANA JORDAN, MD, PhD, is an addiction psychiatry fellow at Yale University, with an interest in mobilizing medical students, residents, and early career physicians to be passionate about healthcare advocacy.  No stranger to the mission of Physicians for a National Health Program, Ayana was a past member of the Board of Directors for the NY Metro Chapter, at which time; she worked diligently to involve young people and individuals from diverse populations to take an active fight in expanding Medicare for all!! During her involvement in PNHP, she hosted a viewing of SICKO at Albert Einstein School of Medicine of Yeshiva University, followed by a lively discussion of healthcare reform in the United States.  This event was attended by 80 members of the medical school body.  Ayana also organized a talk given by Dr. Mehul Dalal entitled, “Healthcare 101: What Do You Really Know?” explaining the US healthcare system to medical students.  Again this event was well attended by over 60 medical students.  A highlight of Ayana’s time within the organization, was serving as planner and co-chair of the April 2006 Harlem Hospital forum: “The Healthcare Emergency in Our Communities: Inequities and The Insurance Crisis, “attended by 100 people from the community and hospital.  Finally, Ayana has attended PNHP retreats in the past, spoken at various venues about the importance of a national healthcare program, and is ready to continue the cause.  Now that Dr. Jordan is completing her fellowship training, it would be an honor to re-engage with friends and colleagues, within the NY Metro Chapter, to further organize and mobilize for a better future.  Thanks in advance to the board for your consideration.  

  JAY KALLIO is a long-time community activist and organizer. As both a patient and a volunteer EMT since 1972, he has firsthand front-line experience with the increased morbidity and mortality of people who have little access to health care. Jay has worked for political campaigns in NYC in every election since 1975, and has assisted in drafting and promoting legislation on the city and state levels during that time. He combines a deeply felt commitment to promoting healthcare as a human right with a practical, pragmatic approach to creating the legislation, institutions, and financial instruments needed to implement healthcare provision on a national scale. Jay would like to be of service to the PNHP Board in whatever way he can.
   ELIZABETH “BETTY” KOLOD is a medical student at SUNY Downstate College of Medicine and a native of Flatbush, Brooklyn.  She seeks to become a physician who empowers disenfranchised patients and communities through education and advocacy.  She has a demonstrated commitment to human rights and leadership of her peers in the fight against injustice.   After attending Midwood High School, where she first gained exposure to human rights and leadership, she was drawn to the activist culture of Wesleyan University in Connecticut.  At Wesleyan she held a statewide leadership role with Amnesty International in which coordinated the activities of all Connecticut student groups and organized trainings for local student leaders.  After completing a joint Bachelor’s and Master’s degree program in chemistry, Betty returned to Brooklyn to participate in a variety of exciting endeavors drawing on her teaching, outreach and research skills to address homelessness, nutrition disparities, patient retention in HIV care and college-level science education.  Now, as a medical student, she continues to organize her fellow students to bring preventive health services into the community and to encourage medical professional involvement in the legislative process.  Additionally, leading up to her attendance of the 2014 SNaHP Leadership Summit, she came to recognize single-payer financing as an essential component of just and sustainable provision of health care.  She educates the public about single-payer because health care is a human right.  In 2015, Betty was elected by her classmates to the Arthur P. Gold Foundation Gold Humanism Honor Society.
  MARC LAVIETES, MD, is semi-retired as an Associate Professor of Medicine at the NJ Medical School (Pulmonary / Critical Care Division): “I am currently semi retired. Formerly a pulmonary / critical care physician on the staff of New Jersey Medical School - Rutgers, I continue to attend there 20% time, teaching, supervising fellows' clinics and their laboratory activities. For some reason (my own asthma?), I have always enjoyed thinking about, evaluating and dealing with patients with respiratory symptoms. I suppose with regard to time spent, my next activity is “grand parenting”. We have nine (combined families). It seems that we are “always” taking one or two of them to parks, museums, and /or shows. I have been a PNHP Board member for ten years. I enjoy serving as secretary; note - taking keeps me intensely engaged in the proceedings. To me, PNHP is a great organization. It brings together a very diverse and interesting group of people. Everyone is encouraged to contribute / participate within his / her own comfort zone. The end result? The single payer issue, in a large part because of our efforts, continues to roll uphill against its corporate opponents. Finally, I spend time daily playing a guitar (lamenting perhaps that I did not have the patience to learn an instrument when I was younger) and in season, waste too much time in minor league ballparks.”
  MARTHA LIVINGSTON, PhD, Vice Chair of this chapter, is Professor and Chair of Public Health at SUNY Old Westbury. A PNHP member since 1991, she has organized numerous speaker training workshops for the chapter, sessions on universal health care at the Socialist Scholars Conference and Left Forum, and at the annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, where she is a leader of the Socialist Caucus. She is an active union member and sits on the national Board of the Labor Campaign for Single Payer Health Care. She co-edited “10 Excellent Reasons for National Health Care” with Dr. Mary O’Brien in 2008. She is a serious New York Mets fan. “This health care system has got to go, and I would like to continue working to hasten its departure!”

  DANIEL LUGASSY, MD, is an Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine practicing in the emergency departments of NYU Medical Center and Bellevue Hospital. He is also a Medical Toxicologist working as a consultant for the New York City Poison Control Center. In 2001, while in medical school at SUNY Downstate, he founded a student chapter of PNHP. In addition to his clinical duties he enjoys his prominent role in the didactic education of medical students, residents and fellows in the areas of emergency medicine and toxicology. “Establishing a single-payer system in the US is not only a personal goal, but a professional obligation to the patients I care for everyday. Over the last ten years, PNHP has provided me with the tools necessary to educate colleagues, friends, family, medical students, and residents about why we are in desperate need of genuine healthcare reform. It would be a privilege to serve on the PNHP-NY Metro Chapter board and I hope to enhance our efforts in medical student outreach and education.”

  OSCAR MARCILLA, MD, FAAEM, FACEP, is a graduate of Mt. Sinai School of Medicine and completed his residency training in emergency medicine at Jacobi Medical Center in the Bronx. He currently serves as Associate Director of Emergency Medicine at Mount Sinai Beth Israel Hospital in Brooklyn. He was previously Director of Emergency Medicine at Nyack Hospital, where he managed the award winning team earning the Press Ganey Compass Award for improvement in patient satisfaction. Additionally Nyack Hospital ED implemented lean methodologies, operational and workflow improvements, achieving excellence in patient care and resulting in multiple quality awards, including the NYPHS Quality Signature Award, and the NYS Healthcare Association Pinnacle Award for Patient Quality and Safety Initiative.  He also was the administrative and clinical director of the eMedical Offices (EMO) Urgent Care Centers in Berkeley Heights, NJ and Middletown, NJ, and was responsible for managing a total of six urgent care sites in NJ and PA. He has been the Medical Inspector and Sports Physician for a local high school working on the sidelines and managing acute injuries.  He has experience working as a ringside physician for the NY Daily News Golden Gloves boxing tournament. He is personally involved in helping attend to the medical care of the special needs community.

  GLORIA MATTERA, M.Ed, is currently the Program Director of the Department of Child Life and Developmental Services at Bellevue Hospital. She has been working with underserved children and families in the public hospital system for over 20 years and credits that experience with solidifying her commitment to a universal heath care program. She is co-chair of the Green Party of New York State and has run for local office several times; highlighting single payer health care as one of her issues.  She would like to continue her commitment to PNHP-NY Metro by being re-elected to the Board.

  MARTIN MAYER, MD, MPH, retired after thirty years with the Suffolk County Health Department, where he was Deputy Director of Public Health and Chief of the Bureau of Epidemiology and Disease Control. He received a degree in Chemical Engineering from CCNY and his MD from SUNY Upstate Medical Center. He completed a NY State Residency in Public Health and received an MPH from the University of Michigan. Upon retirement, he remained a consultant to the Department, until moving to Manhattan in 2004. He has long been interested in reforming the present health care system, with all its inequities and inefficiencies. He sees PNHP as an organization through which he can work towards the goal of a universal access, single payer health care system.

  LAWRENCE A. MELNIKER, MD, MS: “I completed residencies in Internal Medicine and Emergency Medicine, a fellowship in Clinical Epidemiology, and have been an Associate Residency Director and Fellowship Director; and now am Vice Chairman for Quality Management at NY Methodist Hospital.  My primary area of interest is assessing the effect of clinician-performed ultrasound on patient outcomes. After getting to know Oliver Fein, I joined PNHP, have enjoyed the monthly offerings, and completed the Leadership Training program in 2005. While some in our movement have called for eliminating market forces from healthcare, I believe we can no more purge these forces than gravity. Redirecting market forces should be our goal, specifically, from the current treatment-centric to a prevention-first approach. A National Health Program can lead to a prevention-oriented system, improve outcomes, and reduce costs.”

  DONALD E. MOORE, MD, MPH, earned his degrees in 1981 from the Yale School of Medicine. He became board certified in Emergency Medicine in1994.  In 1988 he opened a full-time general 

medicine practice in Brooklyn. He currently teaches medical students from Weill Cornell Medical 

College and nurse practitioner students from NYU and Hunter Nursing Schools. He has been an 

attending physician at New York Methodist Hospital since 1990. Dr. Moore has served as the President of the Association of Yale Alumni in Medicine (AYAM) and President of the Medical Society of the County of Kings (MSCK). He has also served on many committees in both the state and county medical societies, including his current post as Co-Chair of the Health Information Technology (HIT) committee of MSSNY. He has been recognized for his humanitarian efforts in health care delivery by the New York State Senate and the United States Congress. 

  HANNAH MOREIRA is currently attending Columbia’s Mailman School of Public Health before starting her residency after completing medical school at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. “I have a strong interest in health policy, social justice and health disparities. I became interested in the single payer movement while I was at Haverford College studying mobilization politics. I am committed to advocating for single payer as well as other meaningful reforms throughout my career. This summer I had the opportunity to complete a summer fellowship with PNHP-NY Metro and was astounded by how much I enjoyed strategizing, organizing, discussing single payer with various groups and individuals and working with medical students to move the student movement forward. I would love to share my perspective as a student with the PNHP-NY Metro board and help keep student groups connected to the citywide movement.”

  DANIEL NEGHASSI, MD: “I am a family physician at Heritage Health Care Center, a federally qualified health center in West Harlem. I graduated from residency at Columbia University/New York-Presbyterian, and attended Columbia for medical school as well. In my day-to-day work in primary care, I see how single payer could benefit my patients and the larger community. However, I know that I have to do more than treat people one at a time to have a larger impact, which is why I’ve always considered being active – both politically and in the community – to be an obligation. That is why I am excited to continue as a board member of PNHP NY Metro Chapter with a group of dedicated activists and to bring single payer on a statewide level and across the country.”
  MARY E. O’BRIEN, MD: “I have practiced medicine in New York City for the past 30 years—doing my residency at Presbyterian and then working for ten years as Director of St. Luke’s ER. Now I work at Columbia Student Health Services. For the past nine summers I have volunteered in a rural clinic in the Mississippi Delta where I have seen more severe and entrenched poverty and ill health than I have ever seen in New York City. I joined PNHP to work more actively for universal health care. I serve as the chair of the media/communications committee.  Martha Livingston and I co-edited the book “10 Excellent Reasons for National Health Care”, published in 2008.”

  DAN O'CONNELL, MD, MPH: “I've been a family physician in the Bronx since 1991. I practice at Montefiore Family Health Center and teach Family Medicine residents in Montefiore's Social Medicine program. I've worked on universal health care issues since 1986, and have been on the Board of the Chapter since 1995. I'm happy to be a veteran of the 1994 Proposition 186 campaign for single payer in the state of California. I've given single payer talks to groups of medical students, residents, and nursing students. I look forward to working with both the Westchester and Manhattan members of PNHP towards the changes we need.”

  ROBERT A. PADGUG, PhD, teaches in the MPH Program of the Department of Health & Nutrition Sciences at Brooklyn College (CUNY).  He specializes in health policy, finance and economics, and health systems and administration. He is Coordinator of Rekindling Reform, an organization devoted to educating the public about social insurance programs.  In addition to being on the Board of Directors of Physicians for a National Health Program NY Metro, he works with other groups dedicated to improving the health of the community. "I have a background in health insurance and strongly believe that health insurance companies must be eliminated if we are to have a decent, universal health coverage system."
  RICHARD N. PIERSON, Jr., MD: “From leadership roles in organized medicine (president of NY County, NYCHSRO, AMA Delegate and Board, Empire BC/BS, 13 yrs) and as a full-time Professor (Medicine, Columbia), I have seen Health Care become more powerful, and less available, a uniquely American for-profit, competition-based non-system; waste is the dominant feature. We must select from many national single-payer models, reach ALL health-care providers, lawyers, statesmen, and politicians. I speak to, and for, academic, practitioner, research and student communities. We now will speak to many constituencies, from rock-solid data and analysis, with conservatives, moderates, and liberals. Since last year, I have become a speaker to many Labor groups. With the Obama-Pelosi-Reid HC Reform Law now, but many of our PNHP proposals barely visible, we owe our cause a vigorous effort to bring much further change, towards the “Medicare for All” mantra. We must focus on what MD’s, and health-care colleagues in Nursing, Dentistry, Social Work, and Public Health, can do from within their professions to address cost and waste. We have made a first step – “Politics is the art of the possible.”

    LINDA PRINE, MD, is a family practitioner and residency faculty at the Institute for Family Health and a professor of family medicine at Mount Sinai School of Medicine.  Dr. Prine also works at two abortion clinics, one in NYC and one in Las Cruces, NM. She helped found the Reproductive Health Access Project (RHAP) and the Center for Reproductive Health Education in Family Medicine, both are programs dedicated to expanding access to abortion through family medicine.   She has published in medical journals and presented widely at medical conferences on topics in women’s reproductive health care.  Dr. Prine is NYC chapter president of the NY State Academy of Family Physicians.  She has been a member of PNHP since 1989.  “I believe we have a unique opportunity at this time to promote single payer health care reform, not only to physicians, but to a broader audience, due to the Bernie Sanders campaign.  Our NY State Academy of Family Physicians supports single payer and we have now created a Member Interest Group on Single Payer Health Care within the national American Academy of Family Physicians.” 

  ALEC PRUCHNICKI, MD, has his MD from Albert Einstein College of Medicine. He has 25 years’ experience in geriatrics, including a fellowship at UCLA. He is now working at the Lott Assisted Living Facility in New York, and is affiliated with the Section of Geriatrics at St. Luke's Hospital. He has been a member of the Chapter Board since its formation in 1998, and in the past served as treasurer for the chapter. “I’ve used my experiences in geriatric care as a basis for talking to groups of retired people, our natural allies, on the need for a national health system, and hope to continue this in the future.”

  LEONARD RODBERG, PhD, began his health care reform activities in 1974 when he led the development of the Dellums Health Service Act. Along with his late wife Joanne Lukomnik, he was one of the founders of PNHP in the late ‘80s. He has served on the Board of the NY Metro Chapter for a number of years and has been Treasurer and Research Director of the Chapter. He teaches Urban Studies at Queens College and directs the Infoshare Community Data Service (www.infoshare.org). He speaks and writes frequently for the Chapter and has also been serving as Chapter Coordinator.

   CHRISTINE ROLLET, LCSW-R is a part-time psychotherapist in private practice recently retired from the HIV Clinic at Montefiore; She also volunteers counseling services for staff and girls at the Lower Eastside Girls Club.  Working with people marginalized either because of poverty, chronic mental illness, substance abuse or HIV/AIDS, she had an opportunity to witness the frustration of patients and providers and the extreme fragmentation of care.  It is a “system” that is both cruel and wasteful because it is designed to maintain the profits of private insurers above all priorities.  It is inacceptable in an advanced and rich economy where quality health care should and must be a right.  She is working on reaching out to social workers in the New York area to convince them to first endorse and then become activists promoting the single payer option.  

  ELIZABETH R. ROSENTHAL, MD, has been a dermatologist in private practice in Mamaroneck, NY, for the past 36 years.  Dr. Rosenthal graduated from Smith College and NYU School of Medicine and began her own practice in 1976.  “I have been a passionate advocate of singe payer national health insurance for several years.  As someone who has been in practice for over 30 years I have had a front row seat at the unraveling of our health care system.  As the mother of three grown sons, with jobs that don’t provide health insurance, I see the impact this failure has in a personal way!  Newly semi-retired, I have more time to devote to the cause of seeing that our government adopts a single-payer national health program. I have been a member of PNHP for 5 years and very active for the past 3 years.  I am ready, willing and able to give my all. I feel that what I lack in experience as an activist and knowledge of all the numbers and details, I make up for with commitment and enthusiasm.  I am very happy to be a member of the Board of Directors of the NY Metro Chapter.”

  CAROL SCHNEEBAUM, MD:  “After being a family physician for 38 years at Montefiore Medical Group, experiencing 38 years of change in medical practice, as we managed to be managed for the benefit of big business, private for-profit insurance and big pharma, I knew that the next moral and necessary step for me was  working with PNHP for a single payer national health program. For the past five years I have worked on organizing meetings for our Westchester branch, street activities including civil disobedience, achieving a media presence as a member of the Communications Committee, and educating myself about the issues, doing speaker and leadership trainings and attending a 2007 conference on the Canadian system in Saskatchewan. At present I am the chairperson of the National Action Committee, coordinating visits to our metropolitan area congressional representatives.  I have been a Board member for the past four years.”
   KERI SHALVOY is a third year medical student at SUNY Downstate. In addition to medical school, she is also working concurrently on her Master of Public Health in Policy and Management. Before starting medical school, Keri completed her undergraduate degree in biology and an interdisciplinary public health major called “Health: Science, Society, and Policy.” Shortly after starting medical school, she became President of the SUNY Downstate PNHP chapter when Laurie Wen came to campus in search of students to take on leadership in this declining chapter. In Keri’s first year as President, she held two events on campus, brought 11 students to the PNHP National Conference, and brought 3 students to the SNaHP Student Leadership Summit. This year she is holding various events on campus and allying with such groups as: The AMA student chapter, the Global Health Interest Group, The Ethics Society, and Sex in Medicine. Keri has also become personally involved in the PNHP-metro chapter, attending forums and attending last year’s advocacy day in Albany. Keri has a lot of ideas to galvanize support for single payer both at Downstate and in New York City, and hopes she can bring her perspective to the PNHP-metro chapter. 

  VICTOR SIDEL, MD, is Distinguished University Professor of Social Medicine at Montefiore Medical Center and Albert Einstein COM and Adjunct Professor of Public Health at Cornell Weill Medical College of Cornell University, co-founder and former member of the PNHP National Board, past president of PHANYC and APHA and co-founder and past president of PSR and IPPNW. “I am eager to continue serving on the Board to contribute to building the chapter and supporting PNHP’s work. The distraction of work on Barry Levy's and my new book, Social Injustice and Public Health, published by Oxford University Press, is over. I hope to do more with PNHP next year.”

  PETER STEINGLASS, MD, is President Emeritus of the Ackerman Institute for the Family, and Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at Weill/Cornell University Medical College. He is also Director of the Ackerman’s Center for Substance Abuse and the Family. He hopes his family clinical and research expertise, and his interest in bringing a stronger family focus to health care delivery, will continue to add an important perspective to the Board. Dr. Steinglass has served on the nominating committee for the past several years, and more recently has been giving Grand Rounds lectures on behalf of PNHP to various psychiatry, medicine and pediatrics departments in the NYC Metro area. He plans to continue his committee work and speaking engagements for the Chapter.

  SANDRA TURNER, MD, MA, is a child and adolescent psychiatrist who has worked in city and state hospitals as a nurse and a doctor in NYC for over 50 years.  “I have witnessed the advances in health care over the years, but only for the 1% of the population of the US, while the rest of the population remains struggling for affordable and equitable care. I have worked to support women as they seek the medical care that they choose.  While working as a nurse in the South Bronx in the 1960’s, I saw the healthcare that was available to the poor and people of color as opposed to the more affluent residents of the North Bronx and worked to change it as a community activist and as a nursing member of a community mental health center.  

I have always believed that health care is a human right and have been committed to working for affordable health care for all.  I have been a member of PNHP for many years and since reducing my work hours have been happily devoting most of my time to advocating for single payer national health care for all.  I am honored to be nominated to be on the Board of PNHP.”

  KENNETH WEINBERG, MD: “I am a peripatetic ER and Primary Care doctor, doing house calls in the five boroughs and environs, working at an Urgi-Care center on 13th Street in Manhattan and at an ER in Columbia County, NY and Hudson County, NJ. I am also involved in the Program in Narrative Medicine at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons. Through all these dealings my frustration and anger at our non-health care system are constantly reignited as I treat and put band-aids on the walking wounded, those people battered and confused by the inequities and stupidity of a system manipulated by the health insurance and pharmaceutical industries, aided and abetted by our feckless politicians. I find my work with PNHP a balm and positive outlet, allowing me to stay informed and able to direct my energy in ways that I feel help make a small difference in getting us closer to Universal Health Care.”


