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Monsanto owns over 90% of genetically engineered (GE) crops planted worldwide.  

Monsanto's Roundup Ready (RR) soybeans, corn, canola, and cotton -  resistant to 
the corporation's herbicide Roundup - are the most widely grown GE crops.  

Monsanto also sells insect resistant GE seed varieties, such as Bollgard cotton 
and Yieldgard corn.   

In 2002, the U.S. produced 66% of all GE crops worldwide, Argentina 23% and 
Canada 6%.
 
Monsanto has operations in more than 50 countries and is pushing its GE seeds 
across the globe, despite massive protests.
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South and Southeast Asia
India: Three varieties of Bollgard cotton are being grown commercially in 
six states in central and southern India.  Reports, based on surveys with 
farmers, indicate failure.  Bollgard cotton seed is more expensive than non-
GE varieties and savings in pesticide costs are modest, crops are vulnerable 
to bollworms and non-target pests, and yields and market prices are lower.  
Farmers and other activists have pulled, and set fire to, Bollgard cotton field 
trials and have launched campaigns to get Monsanto out of India. 
 
Indonesia: In 2000/2001 secretive on-farm field tests of Bollgard cotton 
took place in South Sulawesi, involving 600 farmers.  Farmers were told to 
expect high yields and that PT Branita Sandhini (subsidiary of Monsanto's PT 
Monagro Kimia) would buy the cotton.  But farmers' yields were low and PT 
Branita Sandhini did not buy.  Farmers were turned down by other buyers 
because they feared retaliation from PT Branita Sahhini.  In desperation, 
farmers burned the cotton. 

The Philippines: First Asian country to approve commercial growing 
of Monsanto's Yieldgard corn, despite ongoing opposition.  In August 2001, 
800 farmers, indigenous Lumad people and other activists pulled Yieldgard 
corn from a Monsanto field test site.  This was in the southern Philippines 
where corn borer infestation is not a serious problem and peasants have 
been managing the pests on their own. In June 2003 RESIST!, the largest 
anti-GE alliance in the Philippines, launched a national boycott campaign 
against Monsanto.   

North America
U.S.: Monsanto took Tennessee farmer Kem Ralph to court for saving 
Bollgard cotton and RR soybean seed.  Ralph was sentenced to 8 months in 
prison. Homan McFarling was fined $780,00 for growing RR soybeans 
without paying Monsanto's license fee.  Monsanto has filed over 475 lawsuits 
against farmers for patent infringement and violations of its technology user 
agreement. When farmers in North America grow Monsanto's GE seeds they 
must pay licensing fees and sign technology user agreements that block 
them from saving seed and make it mandatory to buy Monsanto's chemicals.  
If farmers are found breaking these contracts or growing Monsanto's GE 
seeds without paying licensing fees, they are penalized.     

Canada: Monsanto took Canadian farmer Percy Schmeiser to court 
after 'illegal' RR canola was found in his fields.  Schmeiser insists that 
pollen from other farms planted with GE canola polluted his fields.  Pollution 
from Monsanto and Bayer's GE canola has made it impossible for 
Saskatchewan organic farmers to grow certified organic canola.  Farmers 
losses could be over $(CAD) 14 million.  The Saskatchewan Organic 
Directorate has launched a class action lawsuit to seek compensation from 
Monsanto and Bayer and push for an injunction that would prevent 
Monsanto from getting GE wheat approved. Many of the 70 countries that 
import Canadian wheat say they will refuse RR wheat or any wheat that has 
been contaminated by GE wheat. 

Subsaharan Africa
Burkina Faso: Monsanto has begun trials of Bollgard cotton (pest resistant) at two research 
stations in Burkina Faso, the first such tests in West Africa.  Burkina Faso is the second largest cotton 
producer in West Africa after Mali.  Bollgard seed will be expensive for Burkinabé farmers, who are already 
suffering, in part due to the collapse of world market prices of cotton.  Monsanto plans to push its Bollgard 
seed in other major cotton markets in West Africa.    

Kenya: Monsanto, the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, Michigan State University and the International Service for the Acquisition of Ag-Biotech are 
working together to develop a genetically engineered (GE) virus-resistant sweet potato for Kenya.  The first 
field trials of these potato varieties were completed in 2001.      

South Africa: In Makhathini Flats, 95% of the 4,000 smallholder farmers are growing Bollgard cotton 
because of an agribusiness monopoly in the area that promotes the crop.  Claims that Bollgard has led to 
economic benefits for the farmers come directly from Monsanto or a survey influenced by Monsanto.  Certain 
Makhathini farmers are being paid by Monsanto to promote GE crops internationally.      

Latin America
Brazil: Most small farmers in Rio Grande do Sul have been growing Roundup Ready (RR) soybeans 
illegally.  It is believed that seed was smuggled from Argentina and Paraguay.  The American Soybean 
Association, which has ties to Monsanto, has complained that Brazilian growers have not been paying 
the corporation for use of its patented seed technology, and that has given them a 'competitive 
advantage' over U.S. farmers.  In June 2003, members of the million-strong landless workers movement 
(MST) invaded a farm owned by Monsanto in the central state of Goias. It was the third protest of this 
kind against Monsanto  in 2003.  Monsanto urged the government to take back the land. The MST says 
the centre is being used to grow and stockpile seeds, ready to flood the market if GE seed becomes 
fully legalized in Brazil. 
   
Mexico: GE corn, including Monsanto varieties, has contaminated native corn varieties in Mexico.  
Growing GE corn is banned in Mexico, which is the world's primary centre of corn genetic diversity.  
Mexican farmers say their livelihoods are at risk, countering claims by Monsanto that GE crops will help 
end hunger.  Mexican indigenous and farming communities are demanding a halt to corn imports and the 
continuation of the moratorium on planting GE corn.

Europe
European Union (EU): established a de facto moratorium on GE imports and new GE seed 
approvals in 1998. The U.S., Argentina and Canada are challenging the moratorium at the World Trade 
Organization.  Monsanto lobbied the Bush Administration to take this action.  In October 2003, Monsanto 
announced plans to sell its cereal (wheat & barley) seed business, based in Britain, a day before the 
publication of a significant report based on farm-scale trials evaluating impacts of GE corn, canola and 
sugar beet on farmland wildlife.  The report was the final part of the British government's inquiry of whether 
or not to approve GE crops commercially.   
 
Bulgaria: In 1998, Monsanto applied for commercial approval of its GE crops.  In 1999, farmers were 
growing RR corn and Yieldgard corn (pest resistant).  There are concerns that GE crops will jeopardize 
Bulgaria's markets in the EU.   Monsanto has targeted countries like Bulgaria and Romania, not expected to 
join the EU until 2007, as well as Russia and the Ukraine, in order to access European markets.
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