
Why Pray for America?

As we pray for America, whose pledge of 
allegiance recounts that we are “one nation under 
God,” and whose currency states that it is “in God 
we trust,” we want Americans to encounter the 
God who rules over their country.

He is the One who gave us this promise in 2 
Chronicles 7:14: “If My people, who are called by 
My name, will humble themselves and pray and 
seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land.” As we humbly and 
diligently seek Him, we’ll be changed, and we’ll 
see transformation in America through our prayer!

Equipped to P.R.A.Y.

PRAISE – Thank God for what He has already 
accomplished through Jesus.

REPENT – Confess your sins and shortcomings. 
Repent personally and on behalf of our nation. The 
Lord is quick to forgive when we come humbly to 
Him.

ASK – Ask God to reveal truth, turn our hearts 
back toward Him, and bring healing.

YIELD – Yield to the Lord and recognize that He 
has heard our prayers and will answer according 
to His will. He is ready to provide guidance and 
direction.

Our Mission

The mission of the National Day of Prayer Task 
Force is to mobilize prayer in America and to 
encourage personal repentance and righteousness 
in the culture.

Ways to Get Involved 

As an individual, group, or church, you 
can purpose to pray! “Since prayer is at 
the bottom of all this, what I want mostly is 
for men to pray – not shaking angry fists at 
enemies but raising holy hands to God.”  
1 Timothy 2:8, The Message

You can also present the challenge to 
your family, friends, church, or anyone 
else you know. By directing them to the 
NationalDayofPrayer.org website, they 
can connect with the prayer community, 
download tools and resources, and learn 
about prayer events being held all across 
the country.

As God leads you, there are a number 
of ways your church, business, or 
organization can get involved. You 
can endorse, help sponsor, or even 
organize prayer groups and events in your 
community.

The National Day of Prayer Task Force is a nonprofit organization with a 501(c)(3) 
status. The mission of the National Day of Prayer Task Force is to mobilize prayer 
in America and to encourage personal repentance and righteousness in the culture. 
We rely on individual donations, foundation support, and resource sales. Copyright 
2016. All Rights Reserved. International copyright secured. Item Number: NDP1027
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Government in America

The following passages embody the innovation, courage, and virtue of our nation’s birth and early years:

WE THE PEOPLE of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.  
– United States Constitution 

WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.  
– Declaration of Independence

…THAT WE HERE HIGHLY RESOLVE that these dead shall not have died in vain – that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom – and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth. – Gettysburg Address

These concepts are foundational to our country, and they have had a profound impact on the United States and the 
culture at large. Our founding fathers established a nearly foolproof system of government; its checks and balances 
are among the most noteworthy aspects of our republic. Our executive, legislative, and judicial branches, when 
functioning as they were designed, champion our liberties and prevent our government from becoming tyrannical 
and oppressive. By and large, however, the American people are sadly uninformed about democratic principles 
and their role in safeguarding our freedoms. What’s more, the clearly defined lines between the three branches of 
government are becoming blurred, and United States citizens are paying the price. 

We must continue to pray that God protects our way of life, asking that He would install, in office, men and women 
who are committed to serving their constituents with integrity. And we must remain in prayer for our elections, 
beseeching God to prompt our fellow citizens to come involved in this process. Voting is both a duty and a 
privilege, and the outcomes of our political races are critical in determining the future course of our nation. 

Proverbs 29:2 reminds us, “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the 
wicked rule, the people groan” (NRSV). 

Noah Webster, a Founding Father and educator, offered a similar warning: 

“Let it be impressed on your mind that God commands you to choose for rulers just men who will 
rule in the fear of God” (Exodus 18:21). …If the citizens neglect their duty and place unprincipled 
men in office, the government will so be corrupted… If government fails to secure public 
prosperity and happiness, it must be because the citizens neglect the Divine commands, and elect 
bad men to make and administer the laws.1

May God’s hand of wisdom and guidance remain upon each segment of our society, and through His Spirit, may 
believers be inspired to “pray continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). We are assured that the Almighty hears our 
petitions. As people from coast to coast lift their voices in prayer, repentance, and humility, we simply cannot 
underestimate how the Lord will respond. Let us together come before His throne with these words on our lips and 
in our hearts, “God bless America!”

Impact of Government on America

Our representative government was established ‘by 
the people, and for the people’and designed to allow 
‘citizen statesmen’ to be elected for limited terms to 
represent the agendas of the citizens of the localities 
or states that they represent.

Every day, national, state, and local ordinances, 
that impact our lives, are debated and passed. An 
alarming trend in recent decades, is that our federal 
and state governments and courts of law have 
been treading into areas beyond their jurisdictions, 
attempting to legislate and mandate morality and 
changes to God-ordained, sacred institutions. 

Our very lives, our liberty, and our pursuit of 
happiness are at stake each time our legislators 
gather in session or our judges take the bench. 
Because of the potential impact of their decisions 
on our lives, we must pray! The Apostle Paul 
understood God’s mind on this when he wrote 
Timothy, ministering to people under the tyrannical 
rule of Rome, these words: 

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people— for kings and all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness. This is good, and 
pleases God our Savior, who wants all people 
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 
truth.” 1 Timothy 2:1-4

Pray Expecting Transformation

The foundation of our nation is in place, our 
Constitution is still being upheld, but is eroding 
away every day. We might ignore history, but God 
is the author of it! We might shrug off wisdom and 
truth, but ultimately, both will come back to us 
and judge our actions. Transformation will occur, 
because God oversees it, as we cry out for it! He 
is God Almighty, ‘who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think’.1 Noah Webster, Noah Webster’s Advice to the Young and Moral Catechism (Aledo, TX: WallBuilders, 1993), 36.



Day 1 Prayer for the Executive Branch
“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.” 
Proverbs 21:1

As the head of the executive branch of our government, the president is responsible for the 
daily administration of the state bureaucracy and directs the general political flow of the 
federal government. Underneath the president are the several departments that are in charge 
of administering the affairs of the nation, such as the Department of Homeland Security, the 
Department of Defense, and the Department of Justice. The representative leaders of these 
departments are collectively known as the president’s “Cabinet” of advisers. These leaders need to 
be people of godly integrity and honesty, who only want the best for the nation, and who have the 
wisdom and discernment, and understanding for all the decisions they must make.

Our Father in heaven, I pray You will protect the health and safety of the president, his advisers, 
and their families. I ask that You give them an abundance of wisdom and direction for the 
decisions they must make and the strength of character to not compromise on what they know is 
true and best. I trust You to turn the heart of the president and the hearts of the advisers toward 
You, and that by Your power You will guide them through all the questions and situations they find 
themselves in. Give them favor with the citizens of our nation and with other world leaders. May 
they always humble themselves before You, seek Your counsel, and follow Your ways in doing 
what is right and good for all. Amen.

Day 3 Prayer for the Supreme Court
“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” Amos 5:24

The Supreme Court is the highest of several federal courts where cases and appeals are brought 
before federal judges. There are also thirteen federal courts of appeals. Instead of being elected, 
members of the judicial branch are appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate. The 
main duty of the judicial branch is to interpret the Constitution as it applies to the laws of the 
nation. For instance, if Congress were to pass a law prohibiting religious freedom, the Supreme 
Court would be where Americans could challenge the constitutional nature of that law. It is crucial 
to keep the judicial branch in our prayer – that our judges will use ethical and moral standards  

to interpret America’s Constitution as it applies to our modern laws and not substitute their own 
political opinions for the applicable law.

Lord, it is Your will that our land have judges who are filled with wisdom and integrity, who 
know Your laws and seek Your face in every decision that comes before them. I pray that You will 
give our president the wisdom to nominate righteous men and women to interpret the laws of our 
nation. I especially pray that You will keep out those judges who are opposed to Your laws and 
will apply their own moral or political bias to the cases that would come before them. As the Ten 
Commandments are engraved on the doors to the Supreme Court, may Your laws rule in the hearts 
of our judges and the laws of the land. Amen.

Day 2 Prayer for the United States Congress
“When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan.”  
Proverbs 29:2

The House of Representatives and the Senate collectively form the United States Congress and 
are the lawmakers of the nation. As the legislative branch of our government, the Constitution 
grants Congress the sole authority to enact legislation and declare war, the right to confirm or 
reject presidential appointments, and substantial investigative powers. It is vitally important that 
we pray that our congressional leaders are obedient to God’s will for our nation, accountable for 
their actions, courageous in times of adversity, willing to serve for the good of their constituents, 
and that they seek godly advisers. We should pray that the laws they pass rest their authority, 
ultimately, upon the authority of the Word of God. 

Father, I pray that You will raise up godly and righteous men and women who are strong to stand 
up and represent Your values and purposes for our nation. May the right people find favor with the 
citizens and be voted into office, and may those who desire to be in office but lack the integrity be 
kept out. Give our leaders wisdom to govern and spirits that are willing to work together to do the 
best for our nation. Guide and bless our senators and representatives in Congress assembled, that 
they may enact such laws as shall please You, to the glory of Your name and the welfare of our 
people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Day 4 Prayer for Local and State Leaders at All Levels 
“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, 
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who 
do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 
right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if 
you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, 
agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the 
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.”

“This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time 
to governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.” Romans 13:1-7

It is our responsibility, given to us by God, to respect, honor, and pray for those who we serve, and 
who ultimately serve us not just on a national level, but in our own back yards. Effective, fervent 
prayer comes from a heart that is passionate, and passion is birthed out of understanding and 
relationship. Please take the time to look up the names of your city and county leaders and pray 
for them. Lift up your police and fire departments, city and state workers, and all those who ‘serve 
and protect’. Make yourself available to stop by their offices and stations, get to know them, and 
simply ask them how you can pray. When you ask, they will tell you! That understanding will 
transform your heart, and grow into sincerity and compassion for those serving in your  
own community.

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:9-12

“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”  James 5:16b

Along with Government, Please Pray for These Other Centers of Influence
“Since prayer is at the bottom of all this, what I want mostly is for men to pray – not shaking angry fists at enemies but raising holy hands to God.” I Timothy 2:8, The Message

Praying for these Six Centers of Influence will help us stay focused and intentional in our daily prayers. Another key to effective, fervent prayer is knowledge. If we know who 
we’re praying for, then our prayers move from being general to being specific. We will then find ourselves not “shaking our fists” at those we pray for, merely praying about them, 
but rather we will be “raising up holy hands” to God, and praying for them.

Education
Proverbs 2:3–6

Pray for God’s presence in our schools, 
colleges, and universities. Ask Him to select teachers 
and administrators who honor His statutes, protect our 
children, and inspire them to discover their  
God-given calling. Take the time to learn who the 
teachers, administrators, and district leaders are in  
your area, then pray for them.

Church
Colossians 2:6–8

Pray for the churches and church leaders 
throughout our nation and in your community. 
Ask God to preserve and protect them as He 

inspires and empowers them to equip His saints for the 
work of ministry, for the building up of the Church, and 
for the spreading of the Gospel.

Military
2 Chronicles 32:6–8

Pray for our military and its leaders. Pray for 
God to grant courage, protection, and strength for our 
service men and women, and their families, as they serve 
our country. If you have a military base nearby, find 
out who the commanders and chaplains are, and pray 
specifically for them.

Family
Mark 3:25

Pray for families in our nation, in your state, 
and throughout your community. God’s model for the 
family is being challenged, and we are seeing families fall 
apart before our very eyes. Pray with passion for the Lord 
to protect and to strengthen marriages, encourage parents 
toward His priorities, heal relationships, and secure His 
values in their homes.

Media and Entertainment
Philippians 4:8

Pray for Christian influence in the media 
industry, from movies, television, and radio stations, to 
newspaper and magazine publishers. Ask the Lord to 
provide godly men and women to work in and influence 
the media throughout the nation, your state, and in  
every city.

Business
Exodus 31:3–4

Pray for divine intervention in our national, 
state, and local economies. Ask that God 

raise up godly business leaders and create industry to 
provide honest employment and generous provision for 
individuals and families in each community. Perhaps 
obtain a list of business owners or corporate leaders in 
your area and pray for them by name.
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