
 
Factsheet on EU and UK Research Funding 

Summary/Soundbite 

UK universities and industries currently get far more money out of EU-funded research than the 
British Government actually contributes to the EU's research budget.  The UK is thus a net-
beneficiary in this key sector of the economy.   

But it is not merely about money. EU membership greatly facilitates cooperation between UK 
researchers and European partners and increases, thereby increasing the attractiveness of the UK 
and its universities as magnets for scientific excellence. UK universities have strongly argued that 
leaving the EU would cut them off from valuable funding and established research networks. 

A bit more detail… 

Between 2007 and 2013, the EU gave €7 billion to researchers in universities across the UK.  And the 
EU contribution in this area is set to increase. Overall (including industry), the UK is set to receive €12 
billion from the current research and innovation funding programme, Horizon 2020. The UK share of 
this €80 billion fund will be 15.4%, making it the second largest beneficiary behind Germany. This 
demonstrates the value of EU funding to British research institutes, and the value, appreciation (and 
excellence) of the UK's research contribution to Europe as a whole. 

EU-funded research drives forward the technological breakthroughs needed by key sectors of the 
economy, if these are to remain competitive in the long term, and within highly competitive global 
markets.   

Through its legislative powers, the EU is a key force in shaping the research environment across the 
EU.  Its focus is always "pre-competitive" research, providing a financial contribution to longer-term 
research that would not otherwise be conducted, if all funding had to come just from the industries 
and organisations involved.  It is a "top-up" that encourages industries and universities to invest in 
their own future. 

EU research policy and funding discourages a fragmented "nationalistic" approach and provides the 
critical mass necessary to make rapid technological progress.  Synergies and collaboration at a pre-
competitive research level ensure a common-market and a level playing field upon which subsequent 
competitive product development may be based. Individual companies can then trade throughout 
Europe without the technological, regulatory or structural barriers that might otherwise occur.  EU 
research thus provides a strong foundation for development of the EU's internal market:  and a 
strong domestic market for EU industries gives them the edge necessary to compete effectively in 
global markets. 

All EU research projects have partners from different (and often competing) organisations, and from 
different EU countries. As partners collaborating together within a project, they understand the value 
of creating a strong market base across Europe, from which they may each compete in global terms. 
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Additional Resources 

Letter from UK universities on vital role of the EU, 21 February 2016: 

http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/highereducation/Pages/UniversityleadershighlightvitalroleofEUinSu
ndayTimesletter.aspx#.Vt2mE_5waid  

UCL's view:  

http://blog.universitiesuk.ac.uk/2015/02/09/europe-research-excellence-uk/ 

European Commission - Research homepage: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm  

European Commission: National statistics on the benefits of EU Research: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/state-of-the-
union/2014/iuc_progress_report_2014.pdf  

 EU research from the UK Government's perspective: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/32484/11-901-
funding-eu-research-innovation-from-2014.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/contributions/post/united_kingdom/national_positi
on_paper_-_thematic_priorities_for_horizon_2020.pdf  

Wikipedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Framework_Programmes_for_Research_and_Technological_Developm
ent  
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