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About Us 
The Professor  Mohan Singh  Memorial  Foundation  is  a  secular,  non-
political organization formed to preserve the memory of South Asian 
Canadian pioneers, while promoting the continued growth of an open, 
tolerant, and 'just society'.

The Foundation is committed to a society where mutual respect and 
understanding are honoured,  differences are respected,  and traditions 
are cherished. The Prof. Mohan Singh Memorial Foundation has been 
lobbying  for  a  respectful  and  honourable  apology  for  the  Komagata 
Maru incident in the Canadian Parliament for over 20 years. 

In 2002, Prof. Mohan Singh Memorial Foundation presented a petition 
to  the  Canadian  Parliament  signed  by  thousands  of  Canadians 
demanding  an  official  acknowledgement  and  apology  for  this 
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Timeline: 

1914:  (May 23) Komagata Maru 
sails into Burrard Inlet & Coal 
Harbour 


1914: (July 23) Komagata Maru 
forced to leave Canadian waters 


1914: (Sept 26) Komagata Maru 
arrives in Calcutta (Budge-Budge 
riot) 


1 9 9 0 :  P ro f . M o h a n S i n g h 
Memorial Foundation became 
active 


1996: First Mela Gadri Babiyan 
Da in Bear Creek Park in Surrey, 
BC 


2001: First petition for formal 
apology started 


2002 : Pet i t ion presented in 
Parliament


2006: (Aug 6) PM Stephen Harper 
speaks at Mela - promises 
“consultations" 


2008: (May 7) Foundation letter to 
Minister Jason Kenney specifically 
calling for formal apology 


2008 : (May 10) Min Kenney 
responds “our Government is 
work ing towards an offic ia l 
apology" 


2008: (Aug) PM Harper offers 
apology at Mela - no offer of 
Parliamentary apology  
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unfortunate  incident  on Canadian soil.  The Komagata  Maru Tragedy 
remains an open grievance for the community. The healing process for 
the  community  can  only  begin  with  a  formal  apology  made  in  the 
Canadian Parliament, written into the public record. 

To support our efforts the foundation holds 'Mela Gadri Babiyan Da' at 
Bear Creek Park in Surrey, BC, the first weekend of August each year. 
This is the largest festival of its kind outside of India, and routinely host 
between 60000 and 80000 attendees.  The festival  attracts  premiere 
Punjabi performers, local and national politicians, and many different 
food and other festival kiosks.

How We Help
The  Prof.  Mohan  Singh  Memorial  Foundation  is  one  of  a  very  few 
organizations  with  the  necessary  credibility  to  play  a  bridge-building 
role  in  the  South-Asian  community.  The  Foundation  works  to  fight 
human rights abuses (originally focused on the Komagata Maru tragedy) 
with a diverse group of individuals and groups, and advocates on behalf 
of  all,  regardless  of  religion,  race  or  ethnicity.   Members  of  the 
Foundation  include  current  and  past  members  of  Parliament,  and 
Provincial and municipal leaders.  

Our current goals include the sharing of experiences like the Komagata 
Maru incident  in  classrooms across  Canada,  with the cooperation of 
provincial governments; helping with other human rights causes, such as 
the  global  refugee  crisis,  challenges  First  Nations  are  facing,  and 
migrations rooted in climate change.
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Timeline (cont’d): 

2009 (Oct) the Late Hon Jack 
Layton delivers 3rd PMSMF petition 
to Parliament 


2009: (Nov) PM Harper visits Amritsar. 
PMSMF protests at Jallianwallah 
Bagh. 


2010: (Apr 13) Hon Jack Layton 
makes Vaisakhi speech with PMSMF 
motion in Parliament 


2012: (May 18) NDP MP Jasbir 
Sandhu introduces an HofC motion 
for apology 


2014: (Mar 25) PMSMF attends 
Punjab State Assembly sitting, after 
encouraging unanimous resolution 


2014: (May 23) PMSMF holds large 
rally in Holland Park, Surrey, BC, to 
mark 100th Anniversary of Maru 
arrival 


2014: (Aug 3) Rt. Hon. Justin 
Trudeau (LPC Leader) promises 
formal House of Commons apology 
at PMSMF Mela 


2014: (Sep 29) Sahib Thind meets 
with PM Harper (at his CGY office) to 
discuss apology on anniversary of the 
date of the Budge-Budge riot (and 
deaths of 19 KM passengers) 


2015: (Aug 2) Rt. Hon Justin Trudeau 
(LPC leader) reiterates his 2014 
apology promise at PMSMF’s Mela 


www.ProfMohanSinghMemorialFoundation.ca 

info@ProfMohanSinghMemorialFoundation.ca 

Twitter: @FoundtnMohan 

Facebook: Prof Mohan Singh Memorial Foundation 


