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  Wyoming is improving tribal relations with SF 50. The act amends provisions relating to tribal liaisons 

with the Arapaho and Eastern Shoshone tribes. 

  Virginia enacted HB 1635 providing that if defamatory statements are published anonymously or 

under a false identity on the Internet, an action may be filed and statute of limitations will be tolled. 

  Oregon Governor Kate Brown, who is openly bisexual, banned conversion therapy with the signing of 

HB 2307. 

  California enacted the “California Racial Mascots Act” (AB 30), becoming the first state to ban the 

word “Redskins” from being used as public school mascots, team name or nickname. 

 

  Fairfax County School Board in Virginia expanded protections to transgender students and staff. 

  All five of the residents of Thurmond, West Virginia, voted to ban LGBT discrimination. Not only is it 

the smallest town in the U.S. to pass such legislation but it is broad, covering employment, housing 

and public accommodations. 

  The Governor of Oklahoma vetoed a House and Senate approved SB 788, which purported to 

“protect” clergy from being required to perform same sex marriages. 

  The Philadelphia City Council passed ordinance 150668, which will create new single occupancy, 

gender neutral bathrooms in city buildings and certain public establishments. 

  The City Council of Carmel, Indiana passed an anti-discrimination ordinance, D-2224-15. The 

legislation includes sexual orientation and identity.  

  A House panel in Louisiana killed HB 707, a “religious freedom” bill. Gov. Jindal signed an executive 

order to implement part of the measure.  

  Maryland enacted (without the Governor’s signature) two key LGBT protections. SB 743 eliminates 

barriers that prevent many transgender persons born in Maryland from obtaining an updated birth 

certificate that is consistent with their gender identity.  SB 416  prohibits insurers and health plans 

from requiring specified conditions of coverage for specified infertility benefits for a patient who is 

married to an individual of the same sex. 

  Columbus, Indiana’s city council passed an anti-discrimination ordinance. Ordinance 19 adds sexual 

orientation, gender identity, age and veteran status as protected classes in the city’s human rights 

ordinance. This passed 15 years after initially being proposed to the city council. 

https://legiscan.com/WY/bill/SF0050/2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB1635/2015
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2307/Enrolled
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB30
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/02/12/all-five-residents-of-a-west-virginia-town-voted-to-ban-lgbt-discrimination/
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB788&Session=1500
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2456381&GUID=D4CF5519-30FB-4FA7-A12F-44F6F35FB67F&Options=ID|Text|&Search=bathroom
http://www.carmel.in.gov/index.aspx?recordid=1209&page=25
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=15rs&b=HB707&sbi=y
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0743&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2015RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0416&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2015RS
http://www.columbus.in.gov/city-hall/clerk-treasurer/ordinances-resolutions/2015-human-rights-discrimination-ordinance/
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  The Illinois Governor enacted HB 217 banning conversion therapy. 

  Utah enacted legislation to ban LGBT discrimination, SB 296. with language endorsed by both LGBT 

groups and the LDS Church. The compromise exempts some groups including the Boy Scouts. 

  Everett, Washington’s City Council passed an ordinance (CB 1509-40) to curb aggressive 

panhandling  

  Arkansas became the second state (after Tennessee) to enact a law, SB 202, which makes it illegal 

for cities and counties to pass their own LGBT anti-discrimination ordinances. 

  Kansas Governor Sam Brownback rescinded rules that had protected state employees from 

discrimination based on gender identity and sexual orientation. Now the LGBT community can be 

legally targeted for discrimination. 

  The Mississippi House passed HB 132, the “Jesus Take the Wheel” bill, that would exempt churches 

from commercial driver’s license requirements. Fortunately it was killed in a Senate committee. 

  Georgia’s Senate passed SB 129, a so-called “religious freedom bill” which would legalize 

discrimination on religious grounds. Like Indiana’s it was aimed at the LGBT community. Ultimately, 

the bill died in the House. 

  Texas enacted SB 2065, supposedly giving clergy members the right to refuse to marry same sex 

couples. But no one is forcing any faith leader to participate in any same sex marriage. 

  Florida’s House passed a so-called “conscience protection” bill (HB 7111)  that would allow private 

adoption agencies to refuse to place children with same-sex couples. Luckily it died in the Rules 

committee. 

  Arkansas enacted HB 1228, a Religious Freedom Restoration Act very similar to the one in Indiana. 

Like Indiana, the bill was somewhat watered down before it was signed. 

  Alabama’s House passed the “Freedom of Religion in Marriage Protection Act,” HB 56. The bill would 

have allowed officials to refuse to perform same sex marriages. It was killed in the Senate. 

  Indiana enacted the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (SB 1), which invited individuals and 

corporations to violate state and local law if compliance would violate their claimed religious beliefs. 

An amendment was added to protect LGBT residents and the revised bill was signed into law. 

  Indiana’s Senate approved SB 127, which would allow state contracts to be awarded to businesses 

that discriminate in hiring based on applicants’ religious beliefs. It was killed in the House. 

https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB0217/2015
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/SB0296.html
https://everettwa.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/3334?fileID=18044
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2015/2015R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=SB202
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article9694028.html
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2015/pdf/history/HB/HB0132.xml
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/SB/129
http://txlege.texastribune.org/84/bills/SB2065/
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=54626
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2015/2015R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=hb1228
https://legiscan.com/AL/bill/HB56/2015
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/senate/101
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/senate/127
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  Virginia enacted HB 1549 which prohibits motor vehicle franchisors from coercing motor vehicle 

dealers to provide access to certain consumer data.  

  Gov. Bullock of Montana vetoed SB 281 which would have weakened consumer fraud protection. 

  SB 1260, enacted in Virginia, requires the State Board of Health to adopt training standards that 

address food safety and food allergy awareness in regulations governing restaurants.  

  Virginia enacted SB 1008 which provides a series of protections for condominium owners, such as 

the right to participate in the condo association and have access to condo records. 

https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB1549/2015
http://openstates.org/mt/bills/2015/SB281/
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/SB1260/2015
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=151&typ=bil&val=SB1008&submit=GO
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  Connecticut enacted HB 6907 which enables the Connecticut Higher Education Supplemental Loan 

Authority to refinance eligible loans and establish a maximum rate of interest for loans made to 

finance attendance at an institution of higher education.  

  Virginia enacted SB 782, a measure that adopts regulations limiting the use of seclusion and 

restraint in public elementary and secondary schools in the Commonwealth  

  HB 1320 enacted in Virginia prohibits the Board of Education from requiring teachers seeking 

licensure renewal to satisfy renewal requirements by completing coursework and earning credit at 

an institution of higher education. 

  Connecticut enacted SB 319 which creates a financial literacy curriculum for public high schools 

and public institutions of higher education. 

  Minnesota enacted SF 5, an omnibus educational bill that establishes a student loan debt 

repayment counseling program. 

  Montana enacted HB 363 which decriminalizes student loan debt by repealing outdated laws. 

  Utah enacted HB 68, a measure to ensure that the State Board of Education develops a student 

privacy funding proposal and makes recommendations to the Legislature. 

  Colorado’s Senate but its House defeated SB 257, a bill that would have cut the existing 

standardized test load, laid the groundwork for locally-developed tests, and put off a requirement 

tying teacher evaluations to state test scores for another year.  

  Florida enacted HB 7069, which greatly scales back standardized testing in public schools. Some 

Democrats feel it doesn't do enough but it is a big departure from Republicans that backed 

standardized test measures under Gov. Jeb Bush. 

  Colorado enacted HB 1323, a measure that reduces the number of standardized tests that public 

school students are compelled to take. 

  Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval has signed AB 27 into law. This measure would make it easier for 

immigrants with temporary status to obtain a Nevada teaching license. 

  Virginia enacted HB 1443 which limits the use of seclusion and restraint in public schools. 

  Oregon made it easier for parents to have their children opt out of Common Core tests by enacting 

HB 2655. 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Public+Act&which_year=2015&bill_num=200
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/SB782/2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB1320/2015
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Public+Act&which_year=2015&bill_num=138
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=SF5&b=senate&y=2015&ssn=0
https://legiscan.com/MT/bill/HB363/2015
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/hbillenr/HB0068.pdf
https://legiscan.com/CO/bill/SB257/2015
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=54544
https://legiscan.com/CO/bill/HB1323/2015
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/78th2015/Reports/history.cfm?billname=AB27
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+sum+HB1443
http://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2015/HB2655/
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  Connecticut enacted HB 6915, a Student Loans Bill of Rights. It is the first bill of it’s kind in the 

country. 

  Oregon enacted SB 81 which grants free community college for students who have a GPA of 2.5 or 

higher and have applied for state and federal financial aid. 

  Nevada enacted SB 302, which gives families about $5,000 if they pull their children out of public 

schools and put them in either private schools or home school them. 

  Maryland Governor Larry Hogan pushed HB 486 to relax restrictions on charter schools in his state, 

but the bill died in the House. 

  The Texas Senate approved SB 4, a tuition tax credit that allows business to offset state taxes with 

donations to private school scholarship funds. It died in the House. 

  Arizona enacted SB 1332, a measure that will give all children living on Indian reservations access 

to private school vouchers. 

  Arizona’s House passed HB 2190, which scraps the Common Core academic standards. The Senate 

voted the bill down. 

  Georgia’s Governor approved SB 133, which allows the Governor to take over schools dubbed 

"chronically failing."  

  Idaho’s Senate passed SB 1096. Under this bill, school districts would have to allow parents to 

withdraw their children from any activity, class or program that the parents believe “impairs the 

parents’ firmly held beliefs, values or principles.” It died in the House. 

  Oklahoma’s House passed HB 1380 to cut funding for AP American History classes in public schools 

and replace them with courses based on “foundational documents.” It was never considered by the 

Senate. 

  The Colorado Senate passed a tuition tax credit measure that allows a tax offset for private school 

tuition or for contributions to a private school scholarship fund, SB 45. It was postponed indefinitely 

by the House. 

  Nevada Gov. Sandoval signed AB 165, a tuition tax credit that allows corporations to offset state 

taxes with donations to private school scholarship funds.  

  In Michigan, the Governor signed HB 4041, causing families to lose cash assistance for students 

who are continually truant.  

  A Tennessee state lawmaker has proposed HB 1418, a bill that would ban public schools from 

teaching about religions in world history classes until 10th grade. The reasoning behind this is a fear 

that young children will become indoctrinated if they are taught about Islam. 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Public+Act&which_year=2015&bill_num=162
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Measures/Overview/SB81
https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/SB302/2015
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=hb0486&tab=subject3&ys=2015RS
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/SB4/2015
http://www.azleg.gov/legtext/50leg/2r/bills/sb1332h.pdf
https://legiscan.com/AZ/bill/HB2190/2015
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/SB/133
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2015/S1096.pdf
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB1380&Session=1500
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2015a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/81A0DE617019730A87257DA200618AEF?Open&file=045_01.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/78th2015/Reports/history.cfm?billname=AB165
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(g1naigoratpdxeb1j5qchwxj))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2015-HB-4041
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/109/Bill/HB1418.pdf
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  The Kentucky Senate passed SB 56 to eliminate a clause that exempted K-12 teachers from a 

public-morals law, subjecting them to jail time if found guilty of having shown "harmful material" to 

minors in class, which might includes sex education and Shakespeare. It died in the House. 

  Montana’s legislature enacted  SB 410 without the Governor’s signature. It is a tuition tax credit bill 

that will provide income tax credits for donations made to private education. 

  North Carolina Senators passed SB 524. This ALEC-authored bill would require high school students 

to learn about the gold standard! It was killed in the House. 

  Ohio passed HB 2, a charter school reform bill.  It requires some new financial reporting and bans 

some conflicts of interest between the schools and companies they pay for services. 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/sb56/
https://legiscan.com/MT/research/SB410/2015
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/Senate/PDF/S524v1.pdf
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-2
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  Vermont enacted HB 40 which creates a renewable energy standard and energy transformation 

program for the state. 

  Montgomery County, MD became the first county in the nation to ban the use of pesticides on 

private lawns (Bill 52-14), as well as public areas.   

  New York City Mayor De Blasio signed  Int 0850-2015, requiring that store owners not prop their 

doors open when using air conditioning. The bill will help curtail wasteful energy use.  

  Georgia enacted HB 57 which establishes the Solar Power Free-Market Financing Act of 2015.  This 

will lower the costs to finance solar energy for schools and other public buildings. 

  Hawaii enacted HB 623 which establishes a 100% renewable energy portfolio standard for the 

state. 

  Virginia enacted SB 811 which allows officials to help ensure that chemical storage is conducted in 

a manner that protects human health and the environment.  

  Virginia enacted SB 801 to allow local governments to authorize a wider range of loans for clean 

energy improvements.  

  Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe signed 6 bills into law that  are designed to help advance solar 

energy and energy efficiency in the state and extend a tax credit for green jobs. The bills are HB 

2267, HB 1950, HB 2237, SB 1331, HB 1446 and HB 1843. 

   

   

  The California legislature passed SB 350 which requires the state to increase from 33 to 50 percent 

the proportion of electricity the state derives from renewable sources. Governor Jerry Brown 

previously issued an executive order stating that greenhouse gas emissions would have to be 

reduced by 40 percent from 1990 levels by 2030.  

  The city of Portland passed ordinance 59-15/16, a plastic bag tax. 

http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2016/H.0040
http://www.greenindustrypros.com/article/12124000/montgomery-county-bans-pesticide-use-on-private-lawns
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2386571&GUID=A472AEFB-0A82-4C2B-8D04-A117F6A71B9B&Options=ID|Text|&Search=air+conditioning
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/57
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=623&year=2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/SB811/2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/SB801/2015
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+sum+HB2267
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+sum+HB2267
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+sum+HB1950
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+cab+HC10121HB2237+BREF
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+cab+SC10116SB1331+SBREF
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+sum+HB1446
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?151+sum+HB1843
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB350
http://www.portlandmaine.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/9946
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  West Virginia passed HB 2001 to repeal the state’s Alternative and Renewable Energy Portfolio Act.  

  Georgia’s Senate passed SB 139, which would have prohibited cities and towns from regulating 

plastic bag use. The bill was killed on the House floor. 

  Texas enacted  HB 40 prohibiting municipalities from outlawing oil and gas drilling within their limits. 

  Wyoming is trying to cover up their contaminated water with SB 12. This bill that was passed makes 

it illegal for citizens to collect environmental data and share it with the state & federal government. 

  Texas passed their own preemptive bill, HB 40, to prevent local municipalities from banning 

fracking. This measure destroys 150 years of “home rule authority” within the state. 

  New Jersey Governor Christie signed A 3628, aka the “Water Infrastructure Protection Act.” This 

measure fast-tracks the ability of municipalities to sell water systems to private entities. 

  Oklahoma lawmakers passed two bills limiting the power of local governments to ban fracking. SB 

809 was enacted and prohibits any outright bans of fracking but allows more routine denials 

because of road use, traffic, noise and odor. SB 468 would designate any interference with oil and 

gas production as a “taking” of property, meaning royalty owners could seek compensation.  

  West Virginia enacted HB 2004, letting the Legislature approve state plans to meet proposed 

federal carbon emission standards.  

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hb2001%20sub%20enr.htm&yr=2015&sesstype=RS&i=2001
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/SB/139
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB40/2015
https://legiscan.com/WY/drafts/SF0012/2015
http://txlege.texastribune.org/84/bills/HB40/
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=A3628
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=A3628
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20809
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20809
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB%20468
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Text_HTML/2015_SESSIONS/RS/famendments/HB2004%20FBM%20SHOTT%202-5.htm
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  Under SB 1245, Virginia has allowed the City of Charlottesville to require developers to either 

provide Affordable Dwelling Units or make a contribution to the city's affordable housing fund in 

connection with certain projects.  

  Missouri’s House passed HB 722, which would ban local municipalities from creating any legislation 

that would regulate shopping bags, minimum wage, or hiring practices.  Fortunately, it was vetoed by 

the Governor. 

  Maryland enacted SB 374, an anti-fraud bill aimed at private contractors that work for state and 

local governments. In part, it empowers whistleblowers to report fraud. 

  The Allentown, PA city council passed 58-2015, an anti-pay-to–play ordinance. It states that anyone 

who makes a donation of $250 or more cannot contract with the city or receive financial assistance 

from the city in excess of $2,500.  

  While Idaho House Republicans initially killed SB 1067 to amend existing child support law to 

comply with the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, the Governor called a special session and it 

finally passed both chambers. It was initially defeated and it was opposed by some legislators 

because, they said, it would enact “Sharia Law” within the state. 

  Ohio’s Transparency in Private Attorney Contracts Act  (SB 38) has been enrolled. The business-

backed bill set attorney-payment caps on a sliding scale, starting at 25 percent of damages up to 

$10 million and ending with 5  percent of damages that exceed $25 million.  

  The Maryland Senate passed SB 758 and the measure died in the House. However, it’s a great 

model. It requires state agencies to translate key documents into any language used more than 3% 

of the state’s residents. 

  The Nevada has enacted SB 444. The state has one of the strongest anti-SLAPP laws in place, but 

this new measure, backed by Wynn Resorts, heavily weakens it. 

  Wyoming has enacted a Fair Housing Act (SF 132). The act defines and prohibits housing 

discrimination based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status, and disability. 

  Texas is creating its own “Fort Knox” after it enacted HB 483. The bill creates a state-run gold 

depository. 

  The Texas Governor enacted a preemption bill (SB 267) to prevent local governments from adopting 

ordinances prohibiting housing discrimination against low-income applicants. 

  New Jersey Governor Chris Christie vetoed  “Buy American” bills that were presented to him. The 

bills would have strengthened existing laws calling for public contracts to be carried out "where 

possible" with American-made goods . 

https://legiscan.com/VA/text/SB1245/2015
https://legiscan.com/MO/bill/HB722/2015
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0374&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2015rs
https://allentownpa.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2447791&GUID=9117E640-0A72-4ED4-B26E-46E88CA1765C&Options=&Search=
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2015/S1067.htm
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-38
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0758&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2015RS
https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/SB444/2015
https://legiscan.com/WY/text/SF0132/id/1153831
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB483/2015
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=SB267
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  Maryland enacted HB 999 which removes the requirement that a nurse practitioner must hold an 

attestation agreement.  

  Colorado enacted SB 197 which streamlines the prescriptive authority process for Nurse 

Practitioners. 

  The Berkeley City Council passed an ordinance making it illegal to sell tobacco to anyone under the 

age of 21. 

  Wyoming has created a grant program for uncompensated care for patients too impoverished to pay 

for care , under SF 145. 

  Howard County in Maryland passed CB17-2015. The measure creates a set of nutritional guidelines 

for the food and drink sold in Howard County government vending machines. 

  The California State legislature passed  AB 215. If enacted, this bill would permit physician-assisted 

suicide. 

  Georgia Gov. Deal signed HB 1 legalizing medical marijuana. 

  Hawaii may become the first state to raise the legal age to smoke tobacco to 21. SB 1030 passed 

the legislature and is on its way to the Governor. 

  New Mexico enacted SB 433. The bill bans e-cigarette sales to minors. 

  Kentucky’s House passed HB 145, banning the use of e-cigarettes in places where smoking is 

otherwise prohibited. It died in the Senate. 

  Nebraska’s LB 107, was signed into law and eliminates integrated practice agreements and provide 

for transition-to-practice agreements for nurse practitioners. 

  Kentucky’s Governor signed SB 61, in an effort to fight colon cancer. It clarifies that a fecal test to 

screen for colon cancer, and any follow-up colonoscopy, is preventive care and should be covered by 

medical insurers. 

  Montana has enacted SB 66. Backed by the state’s Attorney General, the bill bans e-cigarette sales 

and possession for anyone under 18. 

  The Irving, Texas City Council passed an ordinance that would ban smoking in all workplaces in the 

city except for eight restaurants and a bingo parlor. 

  North Carolina’s Senate approved SB 676, expanding insurance coverage for a range of autism 

disorders. 

https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/HB999/2015
http://openstates.org/co/bills/2015A/SB15-197/#billtext
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Clerk/City_Council/2015/09_Sep/Documents/2015-09-15_Item_43_Prohibit_Sales_of_Tobacco.aspx
https://legiscan.com/WY/text/SF0145/id/1157112
https://apps.howardcountymd.gov/olis/LegislationDetail.aspx?LegislationID=1378
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/ABX215/2015
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/1
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1030&year=2015
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?chamber=S&legtype=B&legno=433&year=15
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/HB145.htm
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=24507
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/SB61.htm
https://legiscan.com/MT/bill/SB66/2015
http://ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=s676&submitButton=Go
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  The California legislature made waves when it passed SB 4. If signed by the Governor, this measure 

will provide health coverage for unauthorized immigrants in the state. 

  Illinois took a major step to help with heroin treatment with the passage of HB 1. This measure 

would require police departments and fire houses to stock opioid antidotes that could be used to 

counteract heroin overdoses.  In addition, the state's Medicaid health care program for the poor 

would have to cover the cost of drug treatment programs.  

  SB 151 passed California’s Senate. The measure would raise the minimum age to purchase and 

use tobacco products to age 21. 

  Montgomery County, Maryland unanimously passed Bill 56-14, banning the use of e-cigarettes in 

places where smoking is otherwise prohibited. 

  Montana’s Governor signed a bill to expand Medicaid access to roughly 45,000 low income citizens, 

SB 405. 

  California’s Governor signed SB 277, a measure that removes parents’ ability to opt their public 

school children out of vaccines because of “personal beliefs.” 

  Texas enacted SB 339 into law which allows for low TCH marijuana to be used for medical purposes. 

  Vermont’s Governor Shumlin signed Act 39, allowing assisted suicide for terminally ill patients.  

  California’s Obamacare exchange capped what consumers will have to pay for expensive 

medications each month. Most consumers will have their specialty drugs capped at $250. 

  Louisiana’s House and Senate compromised on a 50 cent per pack increase in the tobacco tax, 

enacting HB 119. The tax is expected to raise about $108 million dollars for the state. 

  Delaware enacted HB 5, banning e-cigarettes from indoor public places. 

  Texas House members shifted $3 million in the states budget from HIV and STD prevention to fund 

abstinence education. 

  Montana’s House passed HB 477, a bill that would outlaw physician assisted suicides. The bill has 

died in committee. 

  Arizona Gov. Ducey signed HB 2643, which allows Arizona to not set up it’s own ACA exchange. This 

law puts over 150,000 residents’ health insurance in jeopardy. 

https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/SB4/2015
https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB0001/2015
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/SB151/2015
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/Resources/Files/bill/2014/20150303_56-14.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2015/billpdf/SB0405.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB277
https://legiscan.com/TX/text/SB339/id/1088981
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2014/Acts/ACT039.pdf
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=15rs&b=HB119&sbi=y
https://legiscan.com/DE/bill/HB5/2015
https://legiscan.com/MT/bill/HB477/2015
https://legiscan.com/AZ/text/HB2643/id/1113581
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  Seattle’s City Council established a tax on gun and ammunition sales under ordinance CB 118437.  

  The Los Angeles city council enacted ordinance 183956 which will require all handgun owners to 

store their handguns in a lock box or disabled with a trigger lock. 

  The Tempe, Arizona City Council passed 02015.43 making it illegal to operate an automobile while 

using a mobile electronic device. This is a response to the increase in accidents that come from 

texting while driving. 

  Utah has taken the initiative to create a White Collar Crime Registry with the enactment of HB 378. 

  Virginia enacted HB 1702 allowing a licensed firearms dealer to perform a criminal history record 

information check before selling, renting, trading, or transferring any firearm owned by the dealer 

that is not in his inventory.  

  Under HB 2092, Virginia created the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Program Professional 

Standards Committee. 

  In Virginia, under HB 1408, law enforcement are now required to obtain a warrant in order to search 

the contents of electronic communications or real-time location data from a provider of electronic 

communication service or remote computing service. 

  Louisiana enacted HB 842 to expand the ban of firearm possession by anyone who has protective 

orders based on stalking or offenses against a spouse or family member. 

  Vermont enacted SB 141 which prohibits the ownership of a firearm for anyone who has been 

convicted of a violent crime. 

  Washington enacted SB 5381 which requires that victims of domestic abuse be notified before a 

firearm is returned to the abuser. 

  Illinois enacted the Law Enforcement Officer-Worn Body Camera and Management Act (SB 1304). It 

lays out the rules for when an officer must wear a body camera and when the footage is released. 

  In an attempt to reduce the number of juveniles in prisons, Gov. Daugaard of South Dakota signed 

the Juvenile Justice Public Safety Improvement Act (SB 73). The Act focuses on more community 

based services in lieu of jail time. 

 

  Virginia enacted SB 1301 which says law enforcement drones can only be used for emergency or 

training purposes and are prohibited for searching without a warrant.  

  New Mexico’s Senate passed SB 383, decriminalizing marijuana. Under the proposed law, 

possession of one ounce or less would result in a $50 fine. The bill died in the House. 

  In Colorado the Governor signed HB 1285 to establish a grant program and a study group to 

recommend procedures for the use of body cameras by local authorities. 

 

https://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2372658&GUID=54F3B3DD-B086-48A9-98C2-57DB9FFE032B&Options=Advanced&Search=
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-1553_ord_183956_12-16-15.pdf
http://documents.tempe.gov/sirepub/agdocs.aspx?doctype=agenda&itemid=21211
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/hbillenr/HB0378.pdf
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB1702/2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB2092/2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB1408/2015
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=15RS&b=HB842&sbi=y
http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2016/S.141
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2015&bill=5381
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1304&GAID=13&GA=99&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=87784&SessionID=88
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/Bill.aspx?Bill=73&Session=2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/SB1301/2015
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?chamber=S&legtype=B&legno=383&year=15
https://legiscan.com/CO/bill/HB1285/2015
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  Louisiana softened its penalties for marijuana possession with the enactment of HB 149. 

  Nevada’s Governor signed SB 240. The bill prohibits mentally ill convicts from owning a gun and 

removes the $35 fee for background checks for private gun sales. It also criminalizes the practice of 

buying a gun for another person.  

  California’s Senate passed SB 178 requiring warrants to search smartphones and tablets. 

  West Virginia Gov. Tomblin signed  SB 393 into law, creating a new wave of comprehensive reform 

in juvenile justice. 

  New Mexico became the second state to virtually ban civil asset forfeiture when it enacted HB 540 

into law. 

  Montana’s Governor signed an anti-bullying bill, HB 284. 

  The Colorado House approved several new police reform bills. HB 1286 aims to prevent an abuse of 

discretion when district attorneys choose not to prosecute an officer. HB 1291 is an anti-chokehold 

bill. Both bills failed in the Senate. 

  Governor Mike Pence of Indiana signed SB 433 into law, making it legal to own, sell or possess a 

sawed-off shotgun. 

  Lions, tigers and bears, oh my. The North Carolina House passed HB 554, making it illegal for 

members of the public to possess, sell, transfer or breed dangerous wild animals. The Senate did 

not advance the bill. 

  Montana enacted HB 463, a bill that to protect citizens from asset forfeiture. The problem is, police 

are seizing assets and holding them simply on suspicion of criminality. The legislation requires a 

criminal conviction before forfeiture of property. 

  Oregon’s Governor signed a major gun safety bill,  SB 941. The bill requires a background check for 

all private gun sales. 

  Nebraska’s Legislature overrode the Governor’s veto to enact LB 268 and repeal the death penalty.  

  The Alabama legislature approved SB 67, a prison reform bill. The measure would reduce 

overcrowding in prisons by reducing penalties for some nonviolent property and drug crimes and 

expand and refine parole, probation and community corrections programs intended to divert 

offenders from prison.  

  The New York City Council passed Int 0917-2015, a measure that prohibits the manufacturing and 

sale of synthetic marijuana. 

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=226649
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/78th2015/Reports/history.cfm?billname=SB240
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/SB178/2015
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/bill_status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=393&year=2015&sessiontype=RS
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/final/HB0560.pdf
https://legiscan.com/MT/bill/HB284/2015
http://openstates.org/co/bills/2015A/HB15-1286/
http://openstates.org/co/bills/2015A/HB15-1291/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/senate/433
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=HB554
http://openstates.org/mt/bills/2015/HB463/
http://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2015/SB941/
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=25136
https://legiscan.com/AL/bill/SB67/2015
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2460033&GUID=F58D4513-2B10-449F-BD6A-F6DC4A4AA906&Options=ID|Text|&Search=synthetic+marijuana
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  Utah has enacted two bills placing tighter requirements on law enforcement. SB 82 prohibits no-

knock forced entries in drug possession raids. SB 226 requires law enforcement officers to obtain a 

warrant before using powerful surveillance technology. 

  Maryland’s House narrowly passed HB 615 but it failed to clear the Senate. The bill would have 

ensured that those on parole would not be deemed in violation of parole for possession of small 

amounts of marijuana. Marijuana has been decriminalized in Maryland. 

  The Cleveland City Council established a gun offender registry. Ordinance No. 931-14 is aimed at 

establishing responsible gun ownership and help prevent firearms from ending up in the hands of 

criminals.  

  Arkansas enacted HB 1707, also known as “Laura’s Law.” This measure ensures that police screen 

domestic abuse victims to assess their risk of being killed in a domestic homicide.  

  Gov. Christie signed AB 3901 into law, making New Jersey the first state to require local approval for 

law enforcement acquisition of military equipment. 

  Nevada’s Governor signed SB 111 a measure requiring all Nevada Highway Patrol troopers to wear 

portable body cameras by 2016.  

  Connecticut’s Senate passed SB 636, which would establish a “yes means yes” rule for sexual 

assault. The bill also would require colleges to inform students about this standard.  

  The Texas Governor has approved SB 158 which allows law enforcement agencies to apply for 

grants to equip their officers with body cameras and draw up guidelines for their use.  

  The Virginia legislature passed SB 965 and HB 1673 limiting the amount of data that the police can 

collect from license plate readers, as well as other surveillance restrictions. They were vetoed by the 

Governor. 

  Maryland Gov. Hogan signed HB 533, a bill that encourages the use of police body cameras. 

  Colorado enacted SB 58 to require law enforcement agencies to adopt new procedures relating to 

eyewitness identifications, joining 12 others states which have adopted similar rules. 

  Kentucky’s House passed HB 213. The bill would create more treatment options for addicts while 

establishing tiered penalties for traffickers. It was killed in the Senate. 

  Texas created a commission to review convictions after exoneration and to prevent wrongful 

convictions after it enacted HB 48. 

  South Carolina’s law enforcement will have to wear body cameras after Gov. Haley signed SB 47. 

  Oregon enacted HB 2571 which requires law enforcement to wear a body camera while on duty. 

  New Mexico enacted a broad forfeiture bill in the form of HB 560. This measure prohibits police 

from seizing property or assets from an individual unless he or she has been convicted of a crime. 

http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/SB0082.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/SB0226.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=hb0615&tab=subject3&ys=2015RS
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.documentcloud.org/documents/1219546/gun-ordinance.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2015/2015R/Bills/HB1707.pdf
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/A4000/3901_I1.PDF
https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/SB111/2015
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/SB00636/2015
http://txlege.texastribune.org/84/bills/SB158/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+sum+SB965
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+sum+HB1673
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2015rs/chapters_noln/ch_129_hb0533e.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2015a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont/6BADB6E201D16DBB87257DA20061721E?Open&file=058_01.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/HB213.htm
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB48
https://legiscan.com/SC/bill/S0047/2015
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Measures/Overview/HB2571
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=560&year=15
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  West Virginia Governor Tomblin vetoed SB 347. If signed the bill would have dismantled West 

Virginia’s concealed carry permitting system by allowing people to carry concealed, loaded guns in 

public with no permit and no training required.  

  Colorado enacted HB 1290 which prohibits officers from confiscating recording devices at the scene 

of an incident without the owner’s consent. 

  Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf has suspended the death penalty until he reviews a report on capital 

punishment in the state. 

  Delaware enacted SB 83 which prohibits anyone that has a restraining order, due to domestic 

violence, from obtaining a firearm or any deadly weapon. 

  Legislators in Ohio are trying to come down harder on domestic abuse perpetrators by making non-

fatal strangulation, a common form of domestic abuse, a felony with the introduction of HB 362.  

  North Carolina enacted HB 318. The bill prohibits city governments from passing community trust 

ordinances that limit local police cooperation with federal officials regarding civil immigration 

matters. 

  Colorado’s Senate approved SB 32 which would allow the carrying of a concealed weapon without a 

permit. It  was killed in the House. 

  New Mexico’s House passed a couple of bills that would loosen the requirements needed to renew a 

concealed handgun license. Those bills are HB 189 and HB 106.  Fortunately, both died. 

  Oklahoma’s Governor enacted HB 1879 which allows the use of nitrogen in executions. 

  A new Kansas law (SB 45) allows residents of the state to carry concealed firearms without a permit 

or training. 

  Montana’s House approved HB 203, blocking any future federal bans on firearms or magazines. 

Fortunately, it was vetoed by the Governor. 

 

  The Governor in Texas enacted HB 11. The bill increases funding for more border security and costs 

the state about $300 million. 

  Colorado’s Senate voted for SB 86 to repeal background checks for gun purchases between private 

sellers conducted online and in person. The bill was defeated in a House committee. 

  Montana enacted SB 375, increasing the speed limit from 75 to 80 mph. There will be increased 

fines for violation to correlate with the increased danger. 

  Oklahoma has enacted two knife rights bills. HB 1460 and HB 1911 allow knife owners, specifically 

switchblade owners, the right to own and that they won’t face restrictions from local governments. 

  Tennessee enacted HB 995, a bill that preempts local governments from banning guns in parks. 

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/bill_status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=347&year=2015&sessiontype=RS
https://legiscan.com/CO/bill/HB1290/2015
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS148.NSF/93487d394bc01014882569a4007a4cb7/bb21dc6a26b9310a85257e380055f41a?OpenDocument
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-362
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?BillID=H318&Session=2015
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2015a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/16509E7ECFA7560A87257DA200626D2A?Open&file=032_01.pdf
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=189&year=15
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=106&year=15
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB1879
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/documents/sb45_00_0000.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W%24BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20151&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=LC0499&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB11
https://trackbill.com/bill/CO/2015/SB86/repeal-gun-transfer-background-check-rqmnt-fee
https://legiscan.com/MT/text/SB375/2015
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb1460
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb1911
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0995
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  Utah enacted HB 11 into law, reinstating the firing squad as the means of execution in the state. 

  The Texas Senate passed SB 228 which would designate one weekend a year when Texas shoppers 

would not have to pay sales tax on guns. The tax holiday would coincide with Back to School sales! 

  Wisconsin’s Governor signed SB 35 to eliminate the state’s long-standing 48 hour waiting period to 

purchase a handgun. 

  The Texas House approved HB 195 that allows people with concealed permits to openly carry 

firearms in public. The House also denied Texas’ four biggest cities plea to opt out of the law. 

  Nevada’s Governor enacted SB 175, expanding and clarifying the state’s justifiable homicide law. It 

also expands recognition of other states’ concealment rights.  On the positive side, it denies anyone 

with a record of domestic violence the right to own a firearm. 

  Texas is expanding where it’s citizens can carry guns. With the passing of  SB 11, gun owners will 

now be allowed to carry handguns in dorms, classrooms and campus buildings.  

  Wisconsin’s Governor signed SB 70 allowing off-duty police officers and former law enforcement 

officers to carry firearms on or near school grounds. 

http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/HB0011.html
The%20Texas%20House%20approved%20HB%20195%20that%20allows%20people%20with%20concealed%20permits%20to%20openly%20carry%20firearms%20in%20public.%20The%20House%20also%20denied%20Texas’%20four%20biggest%20cities%20plea%20to%20opt%20out%20of%20the%20law.
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/sb35
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB195/2015
https://leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/78th2015/Bill/1548/Overview
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/SB11/2015
https://legiscan.com/WI/bill/SB70/2015
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  Minneapolis City Council approved an ordinance that will allow city workers to earn up to three 

weeks of paid parental leave.  

  Colorado was able to pass a budget that included $5 million for HB 1194 that pays for long-term 

reversible contraception for low-income uninsured women. 

  Virginia enacted HB 2063. This amends the definition of telemedicine services to encompass the 

use of electronic technology or media for the purpose of diagnosing or treating a patient or 

consulting with other health care providers regarding a patient's diagnosis or treatment.  

  North Dakota’s HB 1463 ensures that employers provide reasonable accommodations for pregnant 

employees. 

  Nebraska’s LB 627 prohibits employer discrimination against employees who are pregnant, have 

given birth or a related medical condition. It also eliminates subversive membership provisions 

against pregnant women. 

  Rhode Island enacted SB 276. The bill prohibits employers from discriminating against, and failing 

to provide reasonable accommodations for, employees due to pregnancy or medical conditions 

related to pregnancy or childbirth.  

  Boston City Council unanimously passed ordinance 567, providing for up to six weeks of paid 

parental leave after the birth or adoption of a child for certain city employees.  

  Montana’s legislature passed a restrictive abortion bill. HB 479, claiming that the fetus can feel pain 

after the 20th week, requires fetal anesthesia for abortions and other operations after 20 weeks. 

However, it was vetoed by the Governor. 

  The Montana legislature passed SB 349. This bill requires insurers offering plans that cover elective 

abortions to also offer at least one plan that doesn't do so. This bill was also vetoed by the Governor. 

  Montana’s legislature adopted HB 587. But was vetoed by the Governor. 

  Utah passed two laws that protect nursing women. HB 105 clarifies breastfeeding in Utah’s Anti-

Discrimination Act. HB 242 requires employers to offer reasonable workplace conditions for 

breastfeeding employees.  

  New York’s Assembly passed A 4272, if enacted, this measure would require employers to provide 

reasonable accommodations for pregnant employees. 

  The Kentucky Senate passed SB 7, requiring any woman who wishes to get an abortion to receive 

an ultrasound prior to the procedure . 

http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2015a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont/1FE10B17E0A10A3987257D94006A7721?Open&file=1194_01.pdf
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB2063/2015
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/64-2015/bill-actions/ba1463.html
https://legiscan.com/NE/bill/LB627/2015
https://legiscan.com/RI/bill/S0276/2015
http://meetingrecords.cityofboston.gov/sirepub/cache/2/oee2a4r0tciuqpvfdiv2kkzr/13510205272015122605767.PDF
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2015/billpdf/HB0479.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2015/billpdf/SB0349.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2015/billpdf/HB0587.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/HB0105.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/HB0242.html
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A04272&term=2015&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Votes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/SB7.htm
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  Arizona’s Governor signed SB 1318. This bill requires doctors to inform patients they could 

potentially reverse the effects of a medication abortion. The bill also bars insurance companies from 

paying for abortion services to women who get medical care through the federal healthcare 

exchange, with exceptions for victims of rape and incest.  

  Florida’s Governor signed HB 633. It requires women not only to wait at least 24 hours before 

getting an abortion, but also make it mandatory for them to visit their doctor twice. 

  Kansas enacted SB 95, becoming the first state in the nation to ban the dilation and evacuation 

procedure that is used for most second-trimester abortions. This bill outlaws all abortions after 14 

weeks. 

  Ohio’s House passed HB 69. The heartbeat bill would ban abortion once a fetal heartbeat is 

detected. That could be as early as six weeks into a woman's pregnancy and perhaps even before 

the woman knows she's pregnant.  

  Arkansas enacted HB 1578, which like the Arkansas law requires doctors to inform patients that 

they could potentially reverse the effects of a medication abortion, even though there is no scientific 

merit to that assertion.  

  North Carolina’s Governor enacted HB 465, increasing the waiting period for those who wish to have 

an abortion to 72 hours. 

  Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin signed HB 1409 into law. The measure requires a 73 hour waiting period 

before obtaining an abortion. 

  Missouri’s House Committee on Children and Families passed HB 124. If enacted, this measure 

would require women who want an abortion to watch an explanatory video before hand. 

  Alabama’s House approved HB 527 to deny abortion clinics the right to renew their license because 

of their physical proximity to a school. The bill never passed the Senate. 

  Kentucky’s Senate passed SB 4, requiring a woman to meet face to face with a health care provider 

at least 24 hours before the abortion is to take place. The bill never passed the House. 

  Arizona took a major step towards restricting abortion by enacting SB 1318. The bill bars women on 

the federal health care exchange from receiving coverage and add new reporting requirements for 

clinics that perform abortions.  

  The West Virginia legislature overrode the governor’s veto to pass HB 2568, which would ban 

abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy. 

http://www.azpolicy.org/bill-tracker/sb-1318
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=53704
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/documents/sb95_01_0000.pdf
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-69
https://legiscan.com/AR/bill/HB1578/2015
https://legiscan.com/NC/bill/H465/2015
https://legiscan.com/OK/text/HB1409/id/1082354
http://www.house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB124&year=2015&code=R
https://legiscan.com/AL/bill/HB527/2015
https://legiscan.com/KY/bill/SB4/2015
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=SB1318&Session_ID=114
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2568&year=2015&sessiontype=RS
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  Idaho’s House approved HB 311, that will increase the grocery tax credit up to $110 per person. 

  Oklahoma’s Governor signed SB 806 and HB 2182. Both bills give more scrutiny to tax incentives. 
 

  Minnesota’s Senate passed SF 1904, a transportation bill that relies on tax increases to pay for 

road, bridge and transit projects. 

  The Utah Governor signed two bills raising Utah’s tax revenue by almost $150 million. HB 362 

increases the gas tax, while SB 97 raises the property tax. 

  Michigan enacted HB 4737 which is a comprehensive bill to pay for roads with a gas tax and an 

increase in registration fees. 

  The Colorado House passed HB 1346. If enacted it would allow taxation of corporate offshore tax 

shelters. 

  Nevada passed a series of tax bills including SB 483, which helps bolster education by $600 million 

over the next two years. 

  Utah, with the enactment of HB 362, created revenue for transportation infrastructure by increasing 

their gas tax . 

  Nebraska’s legislature overturned their Governor’s veto of a gas tax increase. LB 610 raises the tax 

by 6 cents. 

  Idaho’s Governor signed HB 29. This corporate welfare bill gives property tax breaks to new 

investments in Idaho’s counties. 

  The Texas Governor signed SB 1, a multibillion-dollar tax give-away package to cut property and 

business margins taxes. 

http://legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2015/H0311.pdf
http://openstates.org/ok/bills/2015-2016/SB806/
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB2182
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=senate&f=SF1904&ssn=0&y=2015
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/HB0362.html
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/static/SB0097.html
https://legiscan.com/MI/bill/HB4737/2015
http://openstates.org/co/bills/2015A/HB15-1346/
https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/SB483/2015
http://le.utah.gov/~2015/bills/hbillenr/HB0362.pdf
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=25305
https://legiscan.com/ID/bill/H0029/2015
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/SB1/2015
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  The Kentucky House passed HB 214 which allows residents to register and update voter information 

electronically. It was killed in the Senate. 

  Montana’s Governor signed SB 289. The bill requires more disclosure regarding campaign 

donations. 

  Vermont enacted SB. 29, establishing Election Day voter registration. Having already been passed in 

the Senate and expected to be signed into law, Vermont is the 14th state, along with D.C. to adopt 

such a law. 

  Montana enacted a campaign finance reform bill in SB 289. This measure aims to disclose dark 

money that is used in elections. 

  Oregon’s Governor signed HB 2177 which automatically registers to vote anyone who has a driver’s 

license or state ID card, unless the individual opts out. 

  HB 2062 in Virginia  requires that a voting precinct having more than 4,000 registered voters be 

provided with no less than two ballot scanner machines during a presidential election. 

  Wyoming is lowering the amount a PAC can contribute to a campaign. HB 38 lowers the maximum 

contribution from $7,500 to $5,000. 

  California’s legislature passed AB 1461 and was signed by the Governor, it  creates an automatic 

voter registration when eligible residents obtain or renew a driver’s license or state ID card. 

  New Jersey’s legislature passed AB 4613, which would create "The Democracy Act" to modify 

various voter registration and voting procedures. 

  Oklahoma’s SB 313 establishes online voter registration for its residents. 

  Maryland’s Senate passed SB 340. This bill restores voting rights to almost 40,000 voters that are 

on probation or on parole. However this bill was vetoed by the Governor. 

  Nevada’s Senate passed SB 307. This campaign finance reform bill would outlaw gifts from 

lobbyists as well as require monthly campaign finance reports. It died in the Assembly. 

  New Mexico Gov. Martinez signed SB 643 into law. This measure allows voters to go online to 

update their addresses and other information. 

  Idaho’s Governor signed SB 1072, which requires any school board candidate in a districts with 500 

or more students to file campaign finance reports. 

  Florida enacted SB 228 into law, an online voter registration bill. Florida is only the 21st state with 

online voter registration. 

  The city of Pittsburgh, PA enacted ordinance 2015-2060, a campaign finance overhaul bill. It 

changes contribution limits to match federal limits and prevents “stacking” of contributions for both 

primary and general elections.  

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/HB214.htm
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20151&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&P_BILL_NO=289&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2016/S.29
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2015/billpdf/SB0289.pdf
http://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2015/HB2177/
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB2062/2015
https://legiscan.com/WY/text/HB0038/id/1153774
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB1461
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/A5000/4613_I1.HTM
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB313&Session=1500
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?pid=billpage&stab=01&id=sb0340&tab=subject3&ys=2015RS
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/77th2013/Reports/history.cfm?billname=SB307
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=643&year=15
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2015/S1072.htm
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2015/0228
https://pittsburgh.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2473513&GUID=D67DC7CD-C8DC-488D-A937-E9AAEB71249F&Options=ID|Text|&Search=campaign+finance
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  Wisconsin is on the verge of allowing candidates to directly coordinate with so-called "issue ad" 

groups. Donors and corporations will have a new avenue for giving unlimited money, with the full 

knowledge of the candidate, but with no disclosure to the public or the press.  AB 387 is an ALEC 

backed bill. 

  Wisconsin is moving forward with another ALEC bill. AB 388 will get rid of the retired judges who run 

the Government Accountability Board, the nation's only independent, nonpartisan board to oversee 

elections and ethics, and replace them with partisan officials. 

  Arizona Governor Doug Ducey signed HB 2407 into law. The bill creates stricter guidelines for ballot 

measures. 

  Washington’s Senate passed SB 5715. This bill would show how much exactly future ballot 

initiatives would cost in potential tax increases or program cuts. 

  Arizona HB 2649 was enacted. This bill redefines a political committee and is seen by critics as a 

way of creating a loophole to allow dark money into an election. 

  Arizona enacted HB 2415, a bill that increases the campaign contributions candidates can receive 

from an individual donor by $5,000. 

  Governor Ducey signed HB 2608 into law in Arizona. This measure increases the amount of 

signatures needed for a third party candidate to be on the ballot. 

  The Arizona Senate passed SCR1001 which would have asked voters to kill clean elections in that 

state. The House did not advance the bill.  

  Conservatives introduced ALEC legislation AB 387 in an attempt to create a new way for giving 

unlimited money with no disclosure to the public. 

  Virginia’s legislature passed HB 1318 to require voters to present a copy of their photo ID when they 

apply by mail to vote by absentee ballot. The governor vetoed the bill. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab387
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab388
http://www.azleg.gov/legtext/51leg/2r/bills/hb2407h.pdf
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2015&bill=5715
https://legiscan.com/AZ/bill/HB2649/2015
https://legiscan.com/AZ/text/HB2415/id/1075521
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=HB2608
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=SCR1001
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab387
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+sum+HB1318
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  The Mayor of Syracuse, NY made an executive decision and raised the minimum wage of city 

employees to $15 an hour. 

  The Milwaukee City Council unanimously raised the minimum wage for their city employees to $15 

an hour under ordinance 150863. 

  Sacramento’s City Council increased the minimum wage under a new ordinance to $12.50 by 2020. 

  The city of Minneapolis passed the most sweeping fair-scheduling bill in the country through 

ordinance 15-01158.  

  Connecticut enacted HB 6850 which implements the Governor’s budget recommendations 

regarding pay equity and fairness for employees. 

  Connecticut enacted SB 914 which allows employees or labor organizations to recover twice the full 

amount of damages associated with an employer's failure to pay wages. 

  Illinois enacted HB 3619 which amends the Equal Pay Act of 2003 by requiring equal pay from all 

employers and not just those with more than 3 employees. It also increases the penalty fine 

amounts. 

  Equal pay for men and women in North Dakota is one step closer to being a reality after the 

Governor signed HB 1257 into law. 

  The Albuquerque City Council passed a measure that provides incentives for companies that offer 

equal wages to both female and male employees.  

  The California legislature passed AB 1354 to require employers with 100 or more employees to 

follow the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act of 2015. 

  The California legislature passed and Gov. Brown signed SB 358 to require employers to pay their 

employees equally regardless of gender. 

  The California legislature passed AB 1017 to prohibit an employer from seeking salary history from 

an applicant or current employee. It would also prohibit an employer from releasing the salary 

history of a current or former employee without written consent. 

  Oregon enacted SB 454 which requires all employers to implement sick time for employees. 

  The small city of Emeryville, CA  has given initial approval to create a minimum wage of $16 an hour 

by 2019. It would be the highest minimum wage in the country. 

  The Los Angeles City Council passed an ordinance establishing a minimum wag of $15 an hour by 

2020. 

  Montgomery County, MD has one of the strongest paid sick leave bills in the nation after it enacted 

Bill 60-14. However, it will not go into effect until October 1, 2016. 

  The New York City Council introduced Int 0632-2015 which would protect grocery employees from 

losing their jobs for a period during transition of ownership. 

https://milwaukee.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2486023&GUID=07681722-9E54-4041-ACB0-B88B544A402C&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=%2415
http://sacramento.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=22&clip_id=3698&meta_id=450189
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/legislation/WCMS1P-148660
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2015&bill_num=6850
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB00914&which_year=2015
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3619&GAID=13&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=89813&SessionID=88&GA=99
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/64-2015/bill-index/bi1257.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/asm/ab_1351-1400/ab_1354_bill_20150707_amended_sen_v97.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_0351-0400/sb_358_bill_20150709_amended_asm_v95.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/asm/ab_1001-1050/ab_1017_bill_20150708_amended_sen_v95.pdf
https://legiscan.com/OR/bill/SB454/2015
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/Resources/Files/bill/2014/20150623_60-14.pdf
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2141270&GUID=6ADF3A0F-DBC3-43F1-99A6-6159FD716898&Options=&Search=
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  Both Nevada houses approved SB 193, to raise the minimum wage of worker’s without employee 

health insurance to $9 an hour, but the houses never agreed to a single version. 

  Iowa’s Senate passed SF 269, which would raise the minimum wage to $8.75 an hour. It failed in 

the House. 

  New Mexico’s Senate passed a “Ban the Box” bill. SB 583 removes some barriers to employment for 

people with past criminal convictions. Unfortunately, the bill died in committee. 

  Washington’s House passed HB 1355 to raise the state’s minimum wage to $12 an hour over the 

next four years. It never passed the Senate. 

  The city of Portland, OR unanimously passed a new living wage of $15 an hour for all full-time city 

workers and contractors. 

  The city of Tacoma, WA passed Ordinance 28275 requiring businesses to provide at least three days 

paid sick leave, beginning next year. 

  Kentucky’s House approved HB 2, which would raise the minimum wage to $10.10 by 2017. It was 

killed in the Senate. 

  The city of Philadelphia passed Ordinance 141026 mandating paid sick leave. Philly became the 

17th city to pass such a law. 

  Georgia’s Governor Deal signed an executive order making Georgia the 14th state to enact “ban the 

box” for state employment. 

  New York Governor Cuomo, through his labor commissioner,  will raise the minimum wage for tipped 

workers up to $7.50 an hour. 

  Virginia Gov. McAuliffe signed an executive order to “ban the box” for future job applicants. 

  Kentucky Governor Steven L. Beshear , with an executive order, raised the minimum wage for 

certain state employees to $10.10.  

  The New York City Council outlawed credit checks on job applicants with the passing of Intro. 261. 

  Oregon’s HB 2007 makes it illegal for employers to take disciplinary action against any employee 

that inquires about or discloses wage information. 

  New York’ Assembly passed SB 1, which prohibits differential pay because of an employee’s sex. 

  Delaware enacted HB 3. This measure ensures that state contractors receive equal pay regardless 

of gender. 

https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/SB193/2015
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&menu=false&hbill=SF269
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=583&year=15
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2015&bill=1355
http://cms.cityoftacoma.org/cityclerk/files/amended-ordinance-28275.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/HB2.htm
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2101250&GUID=5D12D54D-B1A7-4446-B646-95BE528F771C&Options=ID|Text|&Search=paid+sick+leave
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1709692&GUID=61CC4810-E9ED-4F16-A765-FD1D190CEE6C&Options=ID|Text|&Search=261
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Measures/Overview/HB2007
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=S00001&term=2015&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Votes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://legiscan.com/DE/bill/HB3/2015
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  Virginia enacted HB 2801. The bill prohibits an employer from requiring a current or prospective 

employee to disclose the username and password to his social media account.  

  Virginia enacted a small business loan fund under HB 1757. The loans would be for the creation of 

women-owned and minority-owned small businesses. 

  Virginia’s SB 846 will implement a plan under which citizens receiving public assistance will be 

provided information on free financial literacy courses.  

  Kansas City Council was forced to repeal a minimum wage increase because it was preempted by 

state lawmakers.  

  Numerous counties in Kentucky are passing Right-to-Work bills including this ordinance out of 

Harden County. 

  Michigan’s Senate voted 22-15 to repeal prevailing wage laws.  The laws focused on construction 

projects. 

 

  Missouri lawmakers sent HB 116 to Gov. Nixon. The bill is a “Right-to-Work” act that the Governor 

vetoed. 

  Arizona, as part of their budget, has reduced the lifetime limit for welfare recipients to the shortest 

window in the nation; 12 months. 

  Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner launched an effort to create “right-to-work” zones that would let 

employees opt out of paying “fair share” fees. The state Attorney General has said this plan is illegal. 

  HB 75 has passed the New Mexico House. The bill would have made New Mexico a right-to-work 

state, fortunately however, it died in committee. 

  Kansas Gov. Brownback signed HB 2258 creating new limits on TANF recipients. Under the bill, cash 

withdrawals will be limited to $25 a day from an ATM. Recipients are also banned from using TANF 

for cruises, swimming pools, tattoos and many other situations.  

  Nevada Governor Sandoval signed SB 119, suspending Nevada's prevailing wage rules on school 

construction projects.  

  Not long after raising the minimum wage in South Dakota, the legislature and governor enacted SB 

177, lowering it for those 17 and younger. 

  Nevada enacted SB 119, which would allow school districts to build or repair buildings without 

paying construction workers the prevailing wage.  

https://legiscan.com/VA/bill/HB2081/2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/HB1757/2015
https://legiscan.com/VA/text/SB846/2015
http://www.hcky.org/ORDINANCES/Right%20to%20Work,%20Ordinance%20300%20Series%202014.pdf
http://www.house.mo.gov/BillSummary.aspx?bill=HB116
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?chamber=H&legtype=B&legno=75&year=15
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/documents/hb2258_02_0000.pdf
https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/SB119/2015
http://legis.sd.gov/legislative_session/bills/Bill.aspx?Bill=177&Session=2015
http://legis.sd.gov/legislative_session/bills/Bill.aspx?Bill=177&Session=2015
https://legiscan.com/NV/bill/SB119/2015
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  Kentucky’s “Right to Work Act” (SB 1) passed the Senate. It allows people to work at unionized 

shops without paying union dues.  

  Both chambers in Missouri have passed SB 24. This bill lowers the lifetime limit for how long a 

family can receive welfare benefits. Fortunately, it was vetoed by the Governor. 

  The Pennsylvania Senate passed a bill to preempt city-enacted paid sick leave laws like the one 

enacted in Philadelphia. This bill is SB 333. 

  North Carolina’s House passed HB 318 requiring more businesses to check their employees’ 

immigration status through the federal E-Verify program. 

  Nevada’s Senate passed a controversial wage bill in SB 193. The bill raises the minimum wage for 

only uninsured workers and repeals an overtime law that ensured workers compensation. 

  West Virginia enacted SB 361, eliminating prevailing wage requirements for construction of public 

improvements. 

  Wisconsin’s AB 177, limiting the food choices that “welfare” receipients may be purchased under 

FoodShare, was passed by the Assembly. 

  The Missouri legislature has overridden Gov. Nixon’s veto of SB 24. The bill will shorten the time a 

family can receive welfare and increase requirements for job training. 

  Michigan stripped localities of certain powers when it enacted HB 4052. This bill blocks any cities in 

the state from passing their own minimum wage increases or paid sick leave requirements.  

  The Texas Senate passed SB 1968, a bill that would make it tougher for labor groups to collect 

dues. It never passed the House. 

  Indiana enacted HB 1019. This bill removes prevailing wages on public construction projects. 

  Minnesota’s House passed HF 1027. This controversial bill puts a cap on the minimum wage tipped 

employees can make at $8 an hour. It never passed the Senate. 

  Wisconsin enacted AB 61, a right-to-work bill, making Wisconsin the 25th state with such a law in 

place. 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/SB1.htm
http://www.senate.mo.gov/15info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=153
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=333
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2015&BillID=h318&submitButton=Go
https://legiscan.com/NV/research/SB193/2015
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/bill_status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=361&year=2015&sessiontype=RS
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab177
http://www.senate.mo.gov/15info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=153
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ji20lflhxahsyev5gwws4kxz))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2015-HB-4052
http://txlege.texastribune.org/84/bills/SB1968/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/house/1019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF1027&ssn=0&y=2015
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/proposals/ab61

