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As the world grows closer in terms of population
mobility, capital investment, labor markets,
cultural production, and
high technology, it is
imperative that we create political norms to
make these processes of
integration consistent
with democratic values.
The possibilities for exploiting displaced persons are too great if we
make capital and labor
mobile but political
rights immobile. We cannot treat the world as a
global economic village
but define it as a collection of remote islands
for the purposes of political participation. Eventually we may define a
human right to democratic participation.
—Jamin Raskin1
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Just as the civil rights movement extended the franchise to
African Americans and others
who had been barred from voting, noncitizen voting is the
suffrage movement of our time.
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