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2018 Questionnaire for the House of Delegates 

Progressive Maryland is a grassroots community organization that acts for social and economic justice by 
developing civic leaders and cultivating allies in order to advance economic, racial, and environmental equity, 
and to change our economic system for the benefit of all people in Maryland. Learn more at 
www.ProgressiveMaryland.org 

Progressive Maryland supports candidates who will work to build a society and economy that works for all 
Marylanders, with special emphasis on traditionally marginalized groups–low and moderate income residents, 
people of color, women, LGBTQ+, and all oppressed and exploited people. Elections can have an enormous 
impact on our work to reduce inequity and to improve the lives of residents all over the state.  It is our 
responsibility not only to advocate for residents but also to empower them to engage in the political process at 
every level, from member-led canvasses to trainings for our members who wish to run for office.  

To be considered for Progressive Maryland’s endorsement, please return the completed questionnaire to our 
Policy and Legislative Director Jennifer Dwyer at Jennifer@progressivemaryland.org no later than 5 P.M. on 
Friday, January 26, 2018. Your responses will be available to the public at www.ProgressiveMaryland.org 

Candidate Information

Candidate Last Name: 

 _Blegay_________________________________________________

Candidate First Name:  

Wala ________________________________________________________

Office Seeking:  

_State Delegate District 25_________________________________



District: 

_25________________________________________________________

Party: 

Democrat__________________________________________________

Campaign Contact Information

Committee Name: 

_Friends for Wala Blegay__________________________________

Street Address: 

10758 Castleton Turn______________________________________

City: 

Upper Marlboro___________________________________________

Zip Code: 

20774____________________________________________________

Business Phone: 

240-681-9324_________________________________________________

Fax: 

___________________________________________________________

Campaign Website: 

_www.walablegay.com__________________________________________

Candidate Contact Information



Cell Phone: 

2024417650_______________________________________________

Email Address: 

wala@walablegay.com______________________________________

Treasurer Contact Information

Treasurer Name: 

Sonia Staples_________________________________________________

Street Address: 

_6600 Foster St. ________________________________________

City: 

District Heights______________________________________________

Zip Code: 

20747____________________________________________________

Phone: 

301-456-6841____________________________________________

Candidate History

Previous Elected Offices: 



Which Years Did You Serve: 

Have you ever received an endorsement from Progressive Maryland? YES_____ or  NO___x__          

If Yes, when: 

Have you ever assisted Progressive Maryland in achieving its goals? YES__x___ or NO_____    

Describe: I have worked along side with Progressive Maryland in my advocacy with Our 
Revolution. I have also participated in meetings and advocacy efforts with Progressive Maryland.  

Major Endorsements (Elected Officials/Organizations/Opinion Leaders): 

I have received a recommendation for endorsement from the Metropolitan Labor Council, AFL-
CIO. I have been endorsed by the National Nurses United, DC Nurses Association and CASA De 
Maryland.  



Issue Questions 

1. Do you support ending the money-based bail system?  

Yes   No 

Comments: I support ending the money-based bail system. I am in support of a cashless bail system similar to 
the system in the District of Columbia.  The fact that many poor defendants are forced to contact a commercial 
bail bondman or stay in jail is a Constitutional issue because it is a violation of their 14th Amendment right 
since it denies poor defendants due process and equal protection of law because of their financial status. Poor 
defendants are often unable to leave jail to assist their attorneys in developing their defense. In the District of 
Columbia, the judges do not use money in setting condition of release resulting in around 90% of defendants 
being released.   

I was active in advocating for bail reform in the 2017 Legislative Session with ACLU and Our Revolution. I  
supported a system that deprioritizes cash bail. I was disappointed that we were not able to resolve this issue 
during the legislative session and if this issue is not resolved, I will make it a priority as a legislator.  It is 
unfortunate that our justice system unfairly punishes low-income communities which are disproportionately 
comprised of people of color. I will make it a priority to be an advocate for low-income communities of color.  

2. Will you support a $15 per hour minimum wage for all Maryland workers? If yes, over what time period 
would you suggest implementing it? Do you support including an indexing provision?  

Yes   No 

Comments: I support a $15 minimum wage for all Marylanders and I would support implementing it 
immediately. I am a strong advocate for economic justice, which is why I became a Union Lawyer.  A strong 
middle class is the backbone of the United States prosperity and the entire system will crumble if a certain 
percentage of households do not maintain middle class status.  In the last 40 years, our society has focused on 
increasing the salaries of CEOs and their colleagues, but has forgotten about the everyday worker. The 
backbone of our State and Country is the everyday worker.  The Economic Policy Institute reported that the 
“CEO-to-worker compensation ratio was 20-to-1 in 1965 and 29.9-to-1 in 1978, grew to 122.6-to-1 in 1995, 
peaked at 383.4-to-1 in 2000, and was 295.9-to-1 in 2013, far higher than it was in the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, or 
1990s.” It is time to rectify this issue and raise the minimum wage to match the inflation of current times and to 
keep pace with the cost of living which is substantially higher in this State.  I support indexing the provisions to 
provide a final fix so that legislators are not forced to continuously address the issue every year or few years, 
leaving workers to wait for increases to afford the cost of living of the time.  



3. Do you support public financing of State Senate and Delegate races similar to systems enacted in 
Montgomery County and Howard County? 

Yes   No 

Comments: I am an advocate for a public financing program.  In Prince George’s County, most candidates are 
funded by slates which are sponsored by special interests which is usually contrary to the interest of the voters. 
Slates have discouraged candidates with the interest of the community from running and has made it impossible 
for candidates with community interests to win elections.  As a results, my community and many others have  
politicians who fail to act in the interest of their community and instead answer to their financial sponsors.  I am 
a candidate running independently, so that I can represent the interest of my community, and, because of that I 
have to spend more time raising money to overcome the disadvantages faced by independent community 
minded individuals that seek office.  It has been reported that the Fair Campaign Finance Fund is almost empty 
and there has been a lack of interest in investing in the program. I support a modern public financing program 
funded by small-donors with matching donations such as the systems adopted in both Montgomery and Howard 
counties. Public campaign finance helps curb corruption through greater transparency, and moreover amplifies 
the voice (i.e. interest) of individuals with lower incomes, because individuals with lower incomes are more 
likely to be unable to contribute the maximum allowable contributions to candidates, which gives candidates an 
incentive to give more attention to those individuals or entities that have contributed the maximum allowable 
amount. With the implementation of public financing every individual’s voice carries the same pitch and tone.         

4. Do you support increased protections for workers in terms of scheduling practices? In particular, will you 
support requiring employers to give 3 weeks’ notice to employees of their shift schedule, requiring employers 
who call employees into work only to send them home before the end of their shift to provide a certain 
percentage of the pay that the employee would have made that day, and prohibiting employers from scheduling 
an employee to work back-to-back shifts or shifts scheduled only a few hours apart without the employee’s 
consent? 

Yes   No 

Comments:.      

5. Do you support workers’ rights to organize in the private and public sectors? Will you make it a priority that 
all public employees be covered by a public employees relations act, similar to the National Labor Relations 
Act, which has governed work in the private sector for over 80 years? 

Yes   No 



Comments: I support workers’ right to organize in both the public and private sectors. I am a strong believer in 
granting every worker the right to collectively bargain. I work hard as a Union advocate every day to ensure that 
nurses have a voice at their jobs, which encourages a safe working environment that impacts patients and save 
lives.   Workers should have a voice at their jobs as it is their hard work that keeps the doors open.  I will make 
it a priority that all public employees be covered by a public employees relations act. I have been informed that 
community college staff and faculty and even some workers at the University of Maryland do not have the right 
to join a union which I find troubling.  SEIU Local 500 represents me as an adjunct faculty at American 
University and I appreciate having a voice at the table. 

6. We believe that the financial security of women is integral to the health of our economy. Do you feel that 
legislation ensuring the equal treatment of men and women in the workplace is appropriate? If so, what 
legislation will you support as a member of the General Assembly to bring women to parity with their male 
colleagues? 

Yes   No 

Comments: I will support legislation that will prevent employers from requiring past salary information as a 
condition of employment. Women salaries are often lower than their male colleagues because the current salary 
is based on the past salary which is usually lower for women. This legislation will force the employer to pay all 
employees based on their experience.  

7. Do you believe that employers should be required to make reasonable accommodations for employees and 
applicants for employment who have known limitations due to conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth? 

Yes   No 

Comments:  

8. Are there any instances in which the state should place restrictions on a patient seeking abortion care, such as 
stage of pregnancy, access based on age, or the type of abortion care that state funding should cover? 

Yes   No 

Comments: State funding should be limited to safe abortion care with qualified professionals.  



9. Will you support single-payer health care in Maryland? If so, how would you pass it and how would you pay 
for it? 

Yes   No 

Comments I am a firm believer that healthcare is a human right. Like many Americans, I was once rushed to the 
Emergency Room and was later given a $4000 medical bill and informed that I was no longer insured under my 
previous health insurance.  It is unfortunate that many have had similar experiences and it has been reported that 
medical bills have been one of the leading causes of bankruptcy in the United States. A single payer healthcare 
systems would provide additional benefits to patients outside that of the ACA that includes: i) giving patients the 
opportunity continuing to utilize their physician, even if they change jobs (no other proposal can guarantee this); ii) 
provides continuity of doctors and nurses, who can get to know and care about patients, which is critical to quality, 
but is rapidly disappearing from the medical landscape, as HMOs/insurers hire and fire physicians, and employers’ 
shift plans to take advantage of the lowest price each year; iii) makes healthcare affordable and obtainable to all; iv) 
single payer eliminates administrative waste and repatriate those wasted monies back into the fund to cover those 
uninsured or to improve benefits to patients; and v) makes it possible to develop a unified, confidential, 
computerized medical database that can track both patient care and provider behavior. I will champion and be a 
proponent of legislation to implement a single-payer healthcare system. I would work with other progressives to 
pass it.  It will be paid by a premium paid by employers which will be less than what they are paying today for 
healthcare for employees, progressive income tax rates, estate taxes, savings from current health expenditures such 
as the decrease of the  administrative waste under our current system and reducing pharmaceutical prices.  

10. Will you support instituting transparency rules for Pharmacy Benefit Managers and drug corporations as 
well as creating a drug cost review commission for high cost drugs? 

Yes   No 

Comments: One major problem associated with Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBM) is that some of the PBMs 
are so large that its independence is questionable and there have been claims of fraud, deception, and antitrust 
violations in the past. I believe Maryland should use models from other states that require PBMs to disclose i) 
rebates, ii) discounts, iii) and any type of revenue arraignment between the PBM and pharmaceutical 
manufacture.    

11. In general, do you support or oppose charter schools? 

Support   Oppose 

Comments:  Charter schools divert public monies from going into our public school system which is currently 
severely underfunded. There is less oversight with charter schools, which leaves our children more vulnerable to 
inferior and unsatisfactory instruction. 



12. Do you support or oppose school vouchers that would allow public school students, K-12, to attend a private 
school instead of their local public school? Please explain your support or opposition. 

Support   Oppose 

Comments:  I oppose school vouchers because they are a tool to drain our public schools of resources. I worked 
closely with the ACLU on this issue as I am a Board member of the ACLU of Maryland. It is unconstitutional 
for the state to drain funds from public schools to provide vouchers for particularly private religious schools. 
State funds for religious schools undermines the separation of church and state as guaranteed by the First 
Amendment. Most of the private schools in Maryland are religious. Our tax dollars should be focused on 
improving the school system and since our school system is severely underfunded, any contribution to a private 
or religious school serves as a detriment to the general welfare of the State and future of our children. 
Furthermore, once the public monies are diverted to private institutions, to include those religious based, the 
public losses, because of the lack of transparency, loss of accountability, loss of control, and the diminishing 
diversity among the student base. All this will do is lead to more inefficiency, financial instability, and 
dilapidation of the public school system. 

13. Will you support making state colleges and universities free for all in-state students? 

Yes   No 

Comments:  

14. Will you support the Trust Act? 

Yes   No 

Comments: I was a supporter of the Trust Act during the 2017 legislative session and was devastated by its 
failed passage through the Senate. As a Board member of the ACLU, I was tasked with presenting Know Your 
Rights training to immigrant communities to calm fears in the turbulent times of Trump and his attacks on 
immigrant communities. The saddest part of the lecture was that I was unable to assure those who feared 
deportation that they should not fear local and state officials.  I informed them that the passage of the Trust Act 
will resolve this issue. I know many who fear deportation and have done nothing to harm anyone.  They should 
not have to fear that the school officials or State police might assist in deporting them.  



15. Will you support closing corporate tax  loopholes  by  requiring  combined  reporting, as most other states 
have  done?  Will  you support bringing back Maryland’s 6.25 % tax rate on  income of more than $1 million to 
allow upper income residents to contribute more to Maryland? 

Yes   No 

Comments: I am supporter of closing the corporate tax loopholes. In particular, Maryland could capture much 
needed and lost tax revenue by enacting its own throwback rule(s) to reclaim the “nowhere income.” Maryland 
is in the minority of states that does not have legislation to capture the lost revenue that it (i.e. State) 
has rightfully accrued from the activities of foreign corporations acting within the boundaries of the 
Maryland. 

16. Do you plan to introduce or support legislation to provide protection for the Potomac, Chesapeake or other 
shared environments that have had federal funding for protection removed? 

Yes   No 

Comments: I would support legislation that would substantial fine and create legal liability for companies that 
contribute to the pollution from agriculture, septic systems, and other pollutants. This program should include 
measures that would require strict enforcement by state government agencies which is often lacking in 
environmental initiatives. I would also support a tax credit program that provided tax credits and other financial 
incentives for companies that engage in responsible environmental practices.      

17. What legislation and regulations can Maryland state government enact to protect our residents from the 
damage inflicted by Trump’s federal government? 

Comments: The State government should enact legislation such as the Trust Act which will prevent our State 
and other local officials from enforcing any deportation procedures. The State government can also increase 
taxes on wealthy to protect the services we stand to lose in the future because of Trump’s tax cut.   
  
18. Do you support the creation of a progressive caucus in the state legislature? 

Yes   No 

Comments: A Progressive caucus will only strengthen our cause and bring much needed awareness to.how the 
progressive agenda can save Marylanders.   



19. For the measures above that you have agreed to support would you be willing to:



• Co-sponsor legislation?     

• Work with our Policy and Legislative Director to help pass a bill?     

• Testify at a hearing in support of legislation? 

• Speak at public events in support of legislation? 

• Write a letter in support of legislation?  

• Write an op-ed in support of legislation?

YES__X___ or  NO_____     

YES__X___ or  NO_____ 

YES__X____ or 

NO_____     

YES__X___ or  NO_____     

YES__X___ or  NO_____ 

YES__X___ or  NO_____ 

    



 

20. Would you be willing to engage with Progressive Maryland members and their communities 
by:

• Speaking at Progressive Maryland events? 

• Meeting with our membership annually to report on the progress 
of our shared priorities and answer questions from our members? 

• Writing a letter to unorganized workers endorsing an organizing 
drive by a labor union? 

YES__X___ or  NO_____            

YES__X___ or  NO_____            

YES__X___ or  NO_____             

   


