
  

2018 Questionnaire for the House of Delegates 

Progressive Maryland is a grassroots community organization that acts for social and economic 
justice by developing civic leaders and cultivating allies in order to advance economic, racial, and 
environmental equity, and to change our economic system for the benefit of all people in Maryland. 
Learn more at www.ProgressiveMaryland.org 

Progressive Maryland supports candidates who will work to build a society and economy that works 
for all Marylanders, with special emphasis on traditionally marginalized groups–low and moderate 
income residents, people of color, women, LGBTQ+, and all oppressed and exploited people. 
Elections can have an enormous impact on our work to reduce inequity and to improve the lives of 
residents all over the state.  It is our responsibility not only to advocate for residents but also to 
empower them to engage in the political process at every level, from member-led canvasses to 
trainings for our members who wish to run for office.  

To be considered for Progressive Maryland’s endorsement, please return the completed 
questionnaire to our Policy and Legislative Director Jennifer Dwyer at 
Jennifer@progressivemaryland.org no later than 5 P.M. on Friday, January 26, 2018. Your 
responses will be available to the public at www.ProgressiveMaryland.org 

Candidate Information

Candidate Last Name: 

Bartlett

Candidate First Name:  

Bobby

Office Seeking:  

House of Delegates



District: 

39

Party: 

Democratic 

Campaign Contact Information

Committee Name: 

Friends of Bobby Bartlett

Street Address: 

12569 Coral Grove Pl. 

City: 

Germantown

Zip Code: 

20874

Business Phone: 

240-529-4420

Fax: 

N/A

Campaign Website: 

bobbybartlett.com

Candidate Contact Information 

http://bobbybartlett.com


Cell Phone: 

240-529-4420 

Email Address: 

bobby@bobbybartlett.com

Treasurer Contact Information

Treasurer Name: 

Chris Toft 

Street Address: 

7110 Autumn Leaf Ln. 

City: 

Frederick 

Zip Code: 

21702

Phone: 

240-446-5015

Candidate History

Previous Elected Offices: 

N/A 

mailto:bobby@bobbybartlett.com


Which Years Did You Serve: 

N/A 

Have you ever received an endorsement from Progressive Maryland? YES_____ or  NO    X             

If Yes, when: 

Have you ever assisted Progressive Maryland in achieving its goals? YES    X    or NO_____    

Describe: 

I’ve principally been involved with the Fight for $15 campaign. I met with my Montgomery County 
Councilmember (Rice) with PMD’s Executive Director and other coalition members ahead of the 
vote on the 2017 county minimum wage bill (Rice threw us out, good times). I also testified 
before the House Economic Matters Committee against the minimum wage pre-emption bill in 
2017, and before the Senate Finance Committee in favor of Sen. Madaleno’s $15 minimum wage 
bill a couple months later. I also wrote a few press releases for PM, a letter to the editor printed 
in the Washington Post, pushing back against their support of County Executive Leggett’s veto of 
the 2017 minimum wage bill, and called in to the Kojo Show when Councilmember Elrich was on 
to discuss the minimum wage situation and voiced my support for a livable wage. 

I’ve also lent my graphic design talents to PM, creating some infographics to support the Fight for 
$15 campaign, created a logo for PM’s Montgomery County chapter, and most recently drafted 
some logo concepts for the Baltimore City chapter — I’m not sure if they ended up using them. 

I had intended to be a district organizer for PM last year, but it became clear that I couldn't give 
those responsibilities the attention they deserved in addition to my campaign for office. 

Major Endorsements (Elected Officials/Organizations/Opinion Leaders): 

Run For Something 



Issue Questions 

1. Do you support ending the money-based bail system? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

Far too many people are in our jails because they can’t afford bail. The situation is often made 
worse because those people typically lose their job if they have one, since they can’t go to work, 
often throwing their families into further poverty in addition to the disruption of being missing a 
family member. All this for someone who has merely been charged, not convicted, of a crime. 

2. Will you support a $15 per hour minimum wage for all Maryland workers? If yes, over what time 
period would you suggest implementing it? Do you support including an indexing provision? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

Yes, I do, including tipped workers. In the most basic sense, I think a 5 year implementation 
window would be appropriate, but would be open to extending the timeline by a year or two for 
smaller employers or for tipped employees. An indexing provision is essential, as the value of 
money changes, and it would go a long way toward preventing the need to revisit this matter in the 
short to medium term. 



3. Do you support public financing of State Senate and Delegate races similar to systems enacted in 
Montgomery County and Howard County? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

Of all the issues, this is the one I’m most passionate about and is a central focus of my work with 
Represent Maryland. American government has a corruption problem. Our state legislature is no 
exception, and I think it’s the most effective place to begin addressing this problem. Beyond the 
bad actors who flagrantly violate the law by taking cash bribes, there is a much more insidious, 
systemic corruption where, because our legislators need money to win re-election and do the good 
works they are passionate about, they take money from various special interests. The legislative 
leadership is a major conduit of this money, and invites legislators to contribute to their leadership 
PACs. Those members who contribute inevitably get priority in committee assignments and, as they 
continue to play ball, chairman or chairwomanships. These committee positions are extremely 
powerful as a committee chair can single-handedly veto a piece of legislation and ensure it never 
sees the light of day, leading industries, their lobbyists and PACs to give money to members of 
committees that regulate those industries. Furthermore, the leadership can exercise their 
fundraising and appointing leverage over committee members and chairs to get them to go along 
with its own agenda. 

It stinks, and any discussion of building or restoring “people power” must begin by disrupting this 
corrupt system that makes our legislators accountable to people and entities other than the voters. 
I think most of our representatives are good people who entered politics because they want to 
leave the world a better place than they found it; we need to give them an alternative to this 
corrupt system. 

4. Do you support increased protections for workers in terms of scheduling practices? In particular, 
will you support requiring employers to give 3 weeks’ notice to employees of their shift schedule, 
requiring employers who call employees into work only to send them home before the end of their 
shift to provide a certain percentage of the pay that the employee would have made that day, and 
prohibiting employers from scheduling an employee to work back-to-back shifts or shifts scheduled 
only a few hours apart without the employee’s consent? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

I worked a lot of retail in my younger days so I know all too well how an unpredictable work 
schedule can wreak havoc on having a life outside of work. 



5. Do you support workers’ rights to organize in the private and public sectors? Will you make it a 
priority that all public employees be covered by a public employees relations act, similar to the 
National Labor Relations Act, which has governed work in the private sector for over 80 years? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

6. We believe that the financial security of women is integral to the health of our economy. Do you 
feel that legislation ensuring the equal treatment of men and women in the workplace is 
appropriate? If so, what legislation will you support as a member of the General Assembly to bring 
women to parity with their male colleagues? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

I’ll be perfectly honest, this isn’t an area where I have much expertise. Maryland did pass an Equal 
Pay for Equal Work law a couple of years ago, and it’s important not to simply declare victory on 
those grounds and assume everything is working fine. We need to make sure that the law is 
achieving the economic parity it was intended to bring about and if not, figure out why not. Most 
importantly, I think my biggest responsibility in this matter is to listen to women who are hurt by 
discriminatory work policies and act accordingly to address their problems, rather than imposing a 
solution based on what I think they need. 



7. Do you believe that employers should be required to make reasonable accommodations for 
employees and applicants for employment who have known limitations due to conditions related to 
pregnancy or childbirth? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

Not only should they make reasonable accommodations, but I think paid maternity and paternity 
leave is long overdue and one of the key advantages that workers in most other Western nations 
have over us here in the United States. Maryland should lead the way in changing this status quo. 

8. Are there any instances in which the state should place restrictions on a patient seeking abortion 
care, such as stage of pregnancy, access based on age, or the type of abortion care that state 
funding should cover? 

Yes     X   No 

Comments: 



9. Will you support single-payer health care in Maryland? If so, how would you pass it and how 
would you pay for it? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

Your latter questions really cut to the heart of the matter. The nature of Maryland’s government is 
that any attempt to create a single-payer system would be futile without a governor who is on 
board, as Maryland’s governor is unique among all 50 states in that he or she has sole budgetary 
power. Toward that end, my first step toward passing single-payer is in right now supporting Ben 
Jealous for governor, in light of his revolutionary MD Care proposal. 

That said, we will need to get a proper handle on what a state single payer system would cost, and 
a clearer picture of its effects on Maryland’s existing healthcare infrastructure, which employs 
many thousands of people in our state, so legislatively the first step would be to commission a 
study to better understand how we need to craft such a system, and what sort of expense we 
would need to cover. 

There are of course, the internal hurdles in the legislature that would need to be cleared. The best 
way to overcome these are to build relationships throughout both chambers that might yield some 
influence on other members’ decision making process, and to support the grassroots movement 
that will be necessary to influence the body as a whole. This would ultimately amount to the old-
fashioned work of politics - testifying on behalf of such a bill, speaking in support of it at public 
rallies and meetings of activists, writing op-eds wherever I can find a platform, and working with 
leaders of groups like Progressive Maryland to craft a strategy to see this much needed change 
through. 

As for how to pay for it, the simple answer is we will almost certainly need to increase state 
revenues, which could take the form of a millionaires’ tax (which I see you address below), closing 
the carried interest loophole, legalizing and taxing marijuana, or a modest increase to payroll or 
income tax. That last option would undoubtedly cause significant friction, and it would be 
important to have a strong messaging strategy that people will ultimately save money due to no 
longer paying insurance premiums or out-of-pocket costs. 

10. Will you support instituting transparency rules for Pharmacy Benefit Managers and drug 
corporations as well as creating a drug cost review commission for high cost drugs? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 



11. In general, do you support or oppose charter schools? 

  X   Support   Oppose 

Comments: 

It’s clear that some communities, typically low-income, majority-POC communities in urban areas, 
are not adequately served by our public school system, and that the problems often go beyond 
funding issues, and there’s some benefit to schools that take a different approach to various 
aspects of education and the community. Specifically, I support charter schools along the lines of 
the DC model, where the charter schools are fully integrated in the public school system and are 
accountable to state and local standards in terms of performance, hiring practices, and employee 
relations. 

12. Do you support or oppose school vouchers that would allow public school students, K-12, to 
attend a private school instead of their local public school? Please explain your support or 
opposition. 

Support     X   Oppose 

Comments: 

This is the corollary to my point above. While I support families having some choice, and different 
approaches, in the schools their kids go to, that support is contingent on those schools being 
accountable to the state board of education and local authority. I do not support state funds going 
toward an education system that won’t adhere to Maryland’s high standards of professional 
qualifications, hiring practices, and academic achievement. 



13. Will you support making state colleges and universities free for all in-state students? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

14. Will you support the Trust Act? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 



15. Will you support closing corporate tax  loopholes  by  requiring  combined  reporting, as most 
other states have  done?  Will  you support bringing back Maryland’s 6.25 % tax rate on  income of 
more than $1 million to allow upper income residents to contribute more to Maryland? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

16. Do you plan to introduce or support legislation to provide protection for the Potomac, 
Chesapeake or other shared environments that have had federal funding for protection removed? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

Though not strictly germane to the removal of federal funding for environmental protection, I am 
staunchly opposed to the proposed gas pipeline that would cross the Potomac River. 



17. What legislation and regulations can Maryland state government enact to protect our residents 
from the damage inflicted by Trump’s federal government? 

Comments: 

There’s certainly a lot of work that can be done at the state level, and I think it provides a great 
opportunity for progressives to seize the banner of state’s rights that conservatives used for so long 
to defend bigoted policies. 

A few examples include the TRUST Act, instituting more stringent environmental standards, 
requiring internet service providers that do business with the Maryland government to adhere to 
the policy of net neutrality, and banning ISPs from selling Maryland customers’ browsing data to 
advertisers. 

  
18. Do you support the creation of a progressive caucus in the state legislature? 

  X   Yes   No 

Comments: 

Absolutely. As with any work environment the only way to overcome intransigent management is for 
the workers to organize; that’s as true for an assembly line as it is for the Maryland General 
Assembly. By standing together for issues and causes important to progressives, we can have 
greater influence on those who might scuttle important legislation. Furthermore, it seems likely 
that the current Senate President and Speaker of the House are nearing their final years in the 
legislature, and we will have new leadership in both houses for the first time in decades. It’s 
absolutely critical that a progressive caucus organize to select more progressive-friendly leadership 
and chart the course of the next era in Maryland politics. 



19. For the measures above that you have agreed to support would you be willing to: 

• Co-sponsor legislation?     

• Work with our Policy and Legislative Director to help pass a bill?     

• Testify at a hearing in support of legislation? 

• Speak at public events in support of legislation? 

• Write a letter in support of legislation?  

• Write an op-ed in support of legislation?

YES    X    or  NO_____     

YES    X    or  NO_____ 

YES    X    or  NO_____     

YES    X    or  NO_____     

YES    X    or  NO_____ 

YES    X    or  NO_____ 

20. Would you be willing to engage with Progressive Maryland members and their communities by:

• Speaking at Progressive Maryland events? 

• Meeting with our membership annually to report on the progress 
of our shared priorities and answer questions from our members? 

• Writing a letter to unorganized workers endorsing an organizing 
drive by a labor union? 

YES    X    or  NO_____            

YES    X    or  NO_____            

YES    X    or  NO_____             

   


