
 
 

Like always, and for most people, organisations and 
businesses, it has been another very busy month here at the 
Project Respect Office! 

Firstly, we’d like to share some great news with you all – we 
were successful in receiving a grant from the Victorian 
Multicultural Commission as part of their Capacity Building and 
Participation Program! This funding will enable us to better 
support women in the sex industry, and women trafficked. 
By developing strong and strategic partnerships with service 
providers, we aim to build their capacity and knowledge to be 
informed about the sex industry in Victoria and the issues 
women in the sex industry and women trafficked can 
experience. 

We know there is a significant need for this work, as lately we 
have been receiving a greater number of calls from service 
providers referring women to us, or wanting to undertake a 
secondary consult with us over the phone about a client they 
have been working with. In several instances, the women were 
on spouse visas, and after arriving in the country, experienced 
significant sexual exploitation. We will continue to monitor this 
trend, and provide support to other service providers to ensure 
women are adequately and appropriately supported. 

We’ve also commenced mapping illegal brothels, (such as 
massage parlours which are offering sexual services) across 
several local government areas in Melbourne. Again, we know 
this work is needed, as some of the calls we receive for 
information is in relation to women who were working in these 
environments. In addition to this, at the beginning of 
September there was media coverage about raids undertaken 
by the Victoria Police Sex Industry Coordination Unit (SICU) 
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on illegal “pop-up” brothels in Melbourne CBD. These illegal 
brothels are places of exploitative conditions, and, as SICU 
indicated, most likely harbouring women trafficked. As an 
organisation existing to support women experiencing sexual 
exploitation, we want to make sure the welfare of women 
found on these premises is paramount. 

On this note, we have been developing stronger relationships 
with local government councils, and begun initial discussions 
with a few councils on how best to address the issue of illegal 
brothels. There is no uniform response across local councils 
on how to manage illegal brothels, with some councils 
proactively working to shut them down, while others indicating 
the existence of illegal brothels sits outside their jurisdiction. 
While the focus of illegal brothels remains on lawfulness and 
regulation, we hold concerns about what happens to women 
after raids. From a health, wellbeing and gender equity 
perspective, there is definitely consensus that a model needs 
to be developed to ensure women in these spaces, who may 
require the support of services such as Project Respect, are 
informed and linked in to us after raids are undertaken. While 
this may be a slow process, we will keep you informed and up 
to date about our work in this space. 

In other news, we attended the Victorian Government Gender 
Equality Strategy Consultations at the State Library on the 
9th September. It is great to see the State Government 
committing to developing the first ever gender equality 
strategy. We are looking forward to the strategy being 
finalised. 

We also attended the City of Monash grant award ceremony 
on the 25th August. It was an absolute honour to be one of two 
grant recipients invited to speak about the work which we do 
at the award ceremony. Thank you City of Monash for 
providing us with such a wonderful opportunity.  
 
And lastly, we would like to say a big thank you to all the 
people who provide ongoing support to Project Respect. It 
always amazes me how far and wide the support for this 
organisation reaches.  
 
 
Rachel Reilly 
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Acting Executive Director  

 
If you would like to donate to Project Respect to assist us in 
continuing the work which we do, then you can do sovia the 
following link. 
 
 
Project Respect 
http://www.projectrespect.org.au/ 

Project Respect · Australia  
This email was sent to rachelreilly@projectrespect.org.au. To stop receiving 
emails, click here.  
You can also keep up with Project Respect on Facebook. 
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