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DECRIMINALISATION: A FIRST STEP TOWARDS IMPROVING SAFETY FOR WOMEN IN THE 
SEX INDUSTRY 

 

The Victorian Government’s decision to decriminalise sex work is an important step towards 
improving safety and working conditions for women in the sex industry.  

Project Respect recognises the deeply gendered nature of the sex industry – the majority of workers 
are women and the majority of clients are male.  

Decriminalisation provides legal recognition that sex work is a legitimate form of work, but more 
needs to be done to protect women from the violence and exploitation that exists within the 
industry. Simply extending health, safety and other business laws to the sex industry is not enough 
to make women in the sex industry safer or remove the barriers that stop them from reporting 
violence. Project Respect further asserts that the sex industry is not like any other workplace or 
industry.  

Decriminalisation must be accompanied by action to remove the stigma associated with the sex 
industry and recognition that women in the sex industry are far more likely than other women to 
experience gender-based violence in their workplace, the community and at home. 

Data collected by Project Respect in the 2018/2019 financial year found that almost three-quarters 
of women reported experiences of violence, with 75% of those women, disclosing experience of 
family violence. 

Law reform relating to the sex industry must align with, and embody, the significant reforms already 
underway in Victoria to prevent family violence and all other forms of violence against women. It 
must also reflect the Victorian Charter of Human Rights. 

To ensure its work to address gender-based violence benefit all women, government must directly 
involve women with diverse experiences in the sex industry and reflect their lived experiences in 
prevention strategies. 

 

QUOTES 

Quotes attributable to Liz Billings, Interim Executive Director 

“The Victorian Government’s commitment to decriminalise sex work and to implement further 
reforms is an important first step towards making the industry safer for women.”  

“Project Respect has made a series of detailed recommendations to government that must be 
addressed to prevent the violence and the exploitation regularly experienced by women in the sex 
industry.”  

“This is a significant opportunity to improve the lives of thousands of Victorians. It is important that 
the government works closely with women with diverse experiences of the sex industry to help drive 
these reforms.” 

 



 
 

 

 

Quotes attributable to Amy Poynton, Chair 

“Government action to protect workers in the sex industry from violence and exploitation must go 
well beyond decriminalisation.”  

“Reforms must address the stigma and discrimination that stops those in the sex industry, who are 
predominantly women, from getting support when they need it most.”  

“The lived experiences of women in the sex industry must be reflected in the Victorian 
Government’s work to prevent family violence and all other forms of violence against women.” 
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