The STOP School Violence Act
Our Challenge
Each year there are hundreds of thousands of acts of youth violence, including assault, bullying, suicide and homicide, in
our schools. In a majority of these acts, youth display warning signs or signals before taking any action. Unfortunately, the
youth and adults who observe these signs or signals do not always recognize what they are seeing or do not report what
they observed.
80% of school shooters tell someone of their plans (69% tell more than one person)1 and 70% of those who complete
suicide tell someone of their plans or give another warning sign.2 Through training about these warning signs and better
coordination with law enforcement, we have a real opportunity to STOP school violence before it happens.
Federal Response
Following tragedies like Columbine, Virginia Tech and Sandy Hook, the federal government has funded short-term school
safety initiatives focused on crisis response, active shooters, and physical infrastructure. While these are important
investments, we have not yet seen sustained strategies` to curb youth violence or STOP suicides and violence in our
schools before they happen. Our students, educators, and local law enforcement need the tools and support to take
proactive and continuous steps towards improving school safety.
STOP School Violence Act
The “Student, Teachers, and Officers Preventing” School Violence Act known as the STOP School Violence Act is a fully
offset bill that reauthorizes and amends the 2001-2009 bipartisan Secure Our Schools Act to offer Department of Justice
grants to states to help our schools implement proven, evidence-based programs that STOP violence before it happens.
The STOP School Violence Act would:
• Through DOJ: Authorizes the Bureau of Justice Assistance to make grants to states for training and technical
assistance to stop school violence, aimed at the entire youth ecosystem: local law enforcement, school resource
officers, school personnel, parents/legal guardians, and students
• State-based Grants: Permits grants to fund evidence-based strategies and programs for:
1. Train everyone in the school ecosystem- school personnel, SROs, and students- to identify and intervene
to stop dangerous, violent or unlawful activities
2. Coordination with local law enforcement to implement anonymous reporting systems for threats of
school violence
3. Development and operation of school threat assessment and intervention teams
4. Coordination with local law enforcement.
• Using Existing Funding: Authorizes $50 million dollars for grants, fully offset by directing existing funding from
the NIJ Comprehensive School Safety Initiative (CSSI) research and pilot program into this legislation, shifting the
CSSI program from pilot projects into the next phase of full school implementation.
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